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The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are an internationally agreed upon 
set of developmental targets to be achieved by 2030. There are 17 SDGs with 169 
targets, and each target is mapped to one or more indicators as a measure of 
evaluation. In this article, Kiran AB is documenting the availability and openness 
of data sets in India that are relevant for monitoring the targets under the SDGs. 

Monitoring Sustainable Development 
Goals
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are an internationally agreed upon 
set of developmental targets to be achieved by 2030. These are universal 
goals and targets which involve the entire world, developed and developing 
countries alike. They aim at integrating and balancing the three dimensions 
of the sustainable development – economic development, social inclusion, 
and environmental sustainability. There are 17 SDGs with 169 targets, and 
each target is mapped to one or more indicators as a measure of evaluation, 
covering a broad range of sustainable development issues1.

To initiate the visioning process for the SDGs, the United Nations established 
a High Level Panel in the year 2012, comprising of 27 members. The notion 
of “data revolution for sustainable development” has been one of the most 
remarkable categories of imagination and operational requirement to emerge 
from the final report of this High Level Panel. It identified a significant need 
for massive restructuring of infrastructures for generating global, reliable, 
comparable, and timely data. The Independent Expert Advisory Group (IEAG) 
on “data revolution for sustainable development” has also raised the need 
for opening up development data. It proposes that open data must be 
considered as an instrument of ensuring transparency and accountability of 
the government2. Further, in a recent post from the World Economic Forum 
meeting, Stephen Walker and Jose Alonso have noted that “Not only will 
governments that embrace open data improve their public accountability and 
efficiency, they will also reap the social and economic benefits of opening up 

1. "Indicators and a Monitoring Framework for the Sustainable Development Goals." 
Sustainable Development Solutions Network. March 20, 2015. Accessed February 16, 2016. 
http://unsdsn.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/150320-SDSN-Indicator-Report.pdf.

2. "A World That Counts - Mobilising the Data Revolution for Sustainable Development." 
Report. Independent Expert Advisory Group Secretariat, 2014. Accessed February 19, 2016. 
http://www.undatarevolution.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/A-World-That-Counts.
pdf.

data for citizens”3. Opening up of government data is expected to transform the 
relationship between the government and the various stakeholders.

Currently the data is used by the governmental institutions for self-monitoring 
and making only a limited data available for public access and usage. But SDGs 
are not only for the government to monitor and realise, the responsibility lies 
with various other actors as well.

Open data has a major role to play in transforming the vision of the SDGs into 
reality, by enabling the informed participation of multiple actors – private 
companies, non-government organisations, academic and research institutes, 
civic activists, etc. To plan, monitor, and actualise the path being traversed by a 
country, open data becomes essential. Also to facilitate public participation in 
the governance.

In this and the next blog post, I am documenting the availability and openness 
of data sets in India, which are relevant for the indicators identified for 
monitoring of targets under the 17 SDGs. This post offers the findings for the 
first 7 Goals, while the next post will cover the last 10. Along with questions of 
availability and openness, I have also documented the technical format of the 
available data, the level of granularity, and also the frequency of its collection, 
when applicable. The chart below describe the overall situation of availability 
and openness of data for monitoring SDGs in India.

3. Walker, Stephen, and Jose M. Alonso. "Data Will Only Get Us so Far. We Need It to Be 
Open." World Economic Forum. January 29, 2016. Accessed February 16, 2016. http://www.
weforum.org/agenda/2016/01/data-will-only-get-us-so-far-we-need-it-to-be-open.
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Goal #01: End poverty in all its forms everywhere
The data is available for most of the indicators either directly or need to be 
derived, however, data doesn’t exist for one of the indicators.

The data exists at the national level and at the state level or both, but data 
availability at the district/city level would give a better picture. Though NSSO 
sample survey data includes representative data at the state/UT level, such 
data is often not made freely accessible. Not all data which have been collected, 
i.e., from agencies like NSSO, National Family Health Survey, etc., are open in the 
public domain.

Also, the frequency of data collected for most of the indicators are either 
decennial or quinquennial, rather an annual survey would facilitate better/close 
monitoring. Health is an important measure associated with poverty, but the 
data is decennially collected. There is a need for regular data updation, while 
considering those data which are supposed to be collected annually.

In this context, to derive certain indicators, say Indicator 1.3.1., there is a 
cross agency dependency on data, and lacks disaggregation of data. The 
disaggregation is a key to measure inequality, especially incidences like poverty. 
So to monitor poverty we need to identify the different strata of poverty and 
policy can be formulated accordingly.

Data Not Available:

·	 Indicator 1.3.1. Percentage of population covered by social protection floors 
/systems disaggregated by sex, and distinguishing children, unemployed, 
old age, people with disabilities, pregnant women/new-borns, work injury 
victims, poor and vulnerable

Goal #02: End hunger, achieve food security and improved 
nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture
Indicators and the data corresponding to them reflects two things, what has 
been done and what has to be done. The data for fifteen indicators mapped to 
the targets in goal 2 are available for thirteen of the indicators. The data which 
are available are likely to match the indicator directly or the data has to be 
derived for most of the indicators. And for the remaining two indicators the data 
is not available.

For most of the indicators that have to be derived, there is a strong dependency 
on the dataset from NSSO sample survey for arriving at the requirement. This 
dependency comes at a cost, as NSSO sample data are not freely available in 
the public domain, thus making the overall monitoring dependent on closed 
data. There is a cross agency reliance on data, for arriving at the indicator, and 
the data on public platform are not up to date.

Also, the data for majority of the indicators are measured at the national as 
well as state level, but a goal like ending hunger – providing food security, 
would definitely require data in the order of district/village level. Though data 
is available for the Indicator 2.2.1: Prevalence of stunting (height for age <-2 SD 
from the median of the WHO Child Growth Standards) among children under 
five years of age, but, the data is from eight states only and the national data is 
derived from it, too small sample size to extrapolate as the nation’s data.

On the frequency of data collection, Indicator 2.c.1: Indicator of (food) Price 
Anomalies (IPA), are collected monthly and some of the data are quinquennial 
or decennial. However, most of them are annually collected, enabling better 
accountability and close monitoring of the goals and to frame actionable policy 
steps.

Data Not Available:

·	 Indicator 2.5.1: Ex Situ Crop Collections Enrichment index

·	 b. Indicator 2.5.2: Percentage of local crops and breeds and their wild 
relatives, classified as being at risk, not-at-risk or unknown level of risk of 
extinction

Goal #03: Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all  
at all ages
Data is available for all the twenty-five indicators corresponding to the thirteen 
targets set to measure goal 3 on health and well-being. Some of the data are 
direct to the indicator, while some have to be derived from various data set to 
arrive at the indicator.

Data is open and accessible freely in the public domain for all the indicators, 
most of the data are from World Health Organisation (WHO) database. However, 
for finer tunings and up to date data there is dependency on National Family 
Health Survey (NFHS) which is collected decennially.

The WHO data lacks updation and ones which are available are pertaining to an 
year, thus making the analysis of the annual trend difficult. While the frequency 
of data collected for most of the data are annual.

The dataset available are at the national and state level, and two of the data set 
is measured in the order of cities. Most of the WHO dataset provides data at the 
national level, whereas NFHS, District Family Health Surveys and other agencies 
provide data at the lowest order, but such dataset are not freely accessible on 
the public domain. The updated data on health are not made available freely 
accessible in the public domain which are derived through health surveys.



Goal #04: Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education 
and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all
Education in India is a fundamental right of every citizen, therefore achieving 
inclusive, equitable and quality education for all becomes necessary. Said 
this, to monitor goal 4, data is available for nine indicators out of eleven 
indicators, and for the remaining two indicators, the data is not accessible 
or in public domain for free access, and for the sub-part of the indicator on 
proficiency level. Though data exists for all the indicators, however, for most of 
the indicators we need to derive from multiple sources. Data does not exist for 
subparts like psychosocial wellbeing, in the Indicator 4.2.1 and proficiency in 
functional literacy and numeracy skills as in the Indicator 4.6.1.

The data are collected annually for seven indicators and for the two indicators 
Indicator 4.3.1 and Indicator 4.6.1, which relies on NFHS and Census data 
respectively, the data is collected decennially. Also, for some of the indicators 
the data availability is restricted to particular years or are not up to date.

The data which exists are collected at the national and state level for some of 
them and for some data set the data exists at the national level only, whereas 
for the Indicator 4.6.1, the data set is of the order of city. And the disaggregation 
issue prevails here as well, so to sort data based on the given parameter one 
has to consult NSSO sample survey or derive from the existing data.

Data Not Available:

·	 Indicator 4.7.1: Percentage of 15-year old students enrolled in secondary 
school demonstrating at least a fixed level of knowledge across a selection 
of topics in environmental science and geo science. The exact choice/range 
of topics will depend on the survey or assessment in which the indicator is 
collected. Disaggregation: sex and location

·	 Indicator 4.a.1: Percentage of schools with access to (i) electricity; (ii) 
Internet for pedagogical purposes; (iii) computers for pedagogical purposes; 
(iv) adapted infrastructure and materials for students with disabilities; (v) 
single-sex basic sanitation facilities; (vi) basic hand washing facilities

Goal #05: Achieve gender equality and empower all women 
and girls
Gender as a social construct has been deprived of equality and equity, 
therefore, achieving equality and empowering women and girls lays down the 
path for an inclusive development. In this direction, to monitor the goal 5, data 
is available for eleven indicators and do not exist for three indicators out of 
fourteen indicators. However, the Indicator 5.3.2, is not relevant as India does 
not acknowledge FGM/C. Also, for most of the indicators, the data need to be 
derived from the given dataset.

For most of the data, the data is collected at the National or state level. 
Whereas for the Indicator 5.a.1, the data is available at the district/tehasil level 
and it is based on Agricultural census of India, carried out once in five years.

The collection of data is annual in most cases, decennial in the cases of NFHS 
data, quinquennial with regard to data on land ownership and rights based on 
gender. Also, in cases of proportion of women in parliament or number of legal 
framework – domestic/international, the frequency cannot be determined as its 
subject to change.

Regarding openness, though data exists, the data is not available to access 
freely. These data are either from NSSO sample survey and NFHS. For most of 
the indicators the data exists in general without disaggregation, but, as the goal 
demands sex based disaggregation, we need to derive from the existing data.

Data Not Available:

·	 Indicator 5.3.2: Percentage of girls and women aged 15-49 who have 
undergone female genital mutilation/cutting (FGM/C), by age group (for 
relevant countries only)

·	 Indicator 5.6.2. Number of countries with laws and regulations that 
guarantee women aged 15-49 access to sexual and reproductive health care, 
information and education

·	 Indicator 5.c.1: Percentage of countries with systems to track and make 
public allocations for gender equality and women’s empowerment

Goal #06: Ensure availability and sustainable management of 
water and sanitation for all
Water is a life giving source, but ensuring water and sanitation in a sustainable 
way is a challenge indeed. Data is available for all the ten indicators to monitor 
the goal 6. While for most of the indicators the data has to be derived from the 
given data set or from other data set. The data set available are in absolute 
numbers, need to modify as per the indicators.

The data is collected annually for most of the indicators, however, for the 
indicators, Indicator 6.3.2: Percentage of water bodies with good ambient water 
quality; Indicator 6.4.1: Percentage change in water use efficiency over time, the 
data pertains to the specific year, without a time series.

Three of the data are measured at the state level, one at the district level – 
Indicator 6.2.1, and another at the level of cities – Indicator 6.3.1. For most of the 
indicators, the data are from international agencies like WHO, UNEP, FAO, etc.

The data for four of the indicators are not freely accessible on the public 
domain, though data exists. Also, for the Indicator 6.a.1, the available data is not 
specific to it, but gives an overview. Overall, for the close monitoring of the goal 



6, the granularity of the data should be at the district/block level, and must be 
freely accessible.

Goal #07: Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable 
and modern energy for all
Energy is considered one of the basic needs of human life, therefore, providing 
energy which is reliable and affordable has to ensure sustainability and the 
kind of energy being produced. The data exists for five of the indicators out of 
six indicators, however, the data does not exist for one of the indicators. The 
data for two of the indicators – Indicator 7.2.1, Indicator 7.3.1, have to be derived 
from the given data set.

For most of the data, the data is collected annually and the data is collected at 
the national level. However, as to the data availability for the Indicator 7.2.1, the 
data is available at the state level.

To arrive at the required indicator, there is a dependency over other dataset. 
Though most of the data are available, for three of the indicators – Indicator 
7.2.1: Renewable energy share in the total final energy consumption (%); 
Indicator 7.3.1. Energy intensity (%) measured in terms of primary energy 
and GDP; Indicator 7.a.1: Mobilized amount of USD per year starting in 2020 
accountable towards the US 100 billion commitment, the data is not freely 
accessible.

Data Not Available:

·	 Indicator 7.b.1. Ratio of value added to net domestic energy use, by industry

Goal #08: Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable eco-
nomic growth, full and productive employment and decent 
work for all
There are fourteen indicators to monitor the goal 8 and the data is available for 
all the indicators mapped to their respective targets. For most of the indicators, 
the data availability is not what the indicator demands, but has to be derived 
from the available dataset.

The data can be accessed freely in the public domain for all the indicators. 
However, for the subparts in some of the indicators, the data is not accessible 
freely. There is a cross agency dependency over the data, to arrive at the 
required indicator.

Data is collected annually for most of the indicators, while the indicators, viz., 
Indicator 8.3.1.: Share of informal employment in non-agriculture employment 
by sex; Indicator 8.5.2: Unemployment rate by sex, age-group and persons with 

disabilities, which are measured by the Census or the planning commission 
the frequency of data collection becomes decennial or quinquennial. And the 
Indicator 8.8.2 : Number of ILO conventions ratified by type of convention, which 
lists the number of conventions the frequency cannot be determined as it’s just 
a list updated whenever there is a ratification of any ILO conventions. Some of 
the available data are restricted to particular years and most of them are not 
till date.

Two indicators, i.e., Indicator 8.5.2 and Indicator 8.10.1: Number of commercial 
bank branches and ATMs per 100,000 adults, which are measured at the level of 
districts, whereas Indicator 8.7.1: Percentage and number of children aged 5-17 
years engaged in child labour, per sex and age group; Indicator 8.8.1: Frequency 
rates of fatal and non-fatal occupational injuries by sex and migrant status, are 
measured at the state level. The remaining are measured only at the national 
level.

Most of the data are collected from the international organisations like ILO, 
UNEP, UNWTO, etc., from whose source the data are not updated regularly. There 
is also a need to disaggregate according to the indicator.

Goal #09: Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive 
and sustainable industrialization and foster innovation
When development is through industrialization, sustainable and inclusiveness 
should be the necessary conditions to attain it. Having said this, the data is 
available for all the indicators, i.e., twelve indicators, corresponding to the 
targets as defined for the goal 9. For most of the indicators, the data have to be 
derived for the required measure to monitor the goal.

From among these indicators, the data is collected annually for most of the 
indicators, while for the two indicators, Indicator 9.3.1: Percentage share of 
small scale industries in total industry value added; Indicator 9.3.2: Percentage 
of small scale industries with a loan or line of credit, the frequency of data 
collection is once in five years.

Excluding two indicators, i.e., Indicator 9.2.2: Manufacturing employment as a 
percentage of total employment; Indicator 9.1.1: Share of the rural population 
who live within 2km of an all season road, for which the data is available at the 
state level and district level respectively, for the remaining indicators the data 
is available only at the national level.

The data pertaining to eleven indicators are freely accessible in the public 
domain, however, for the Indicator 9.b.1: Percentage share of medium and high-
tech (MHT) industry value added in total value added, the data is not freely 



accessible. Most of the freely available data are obtained from the international 
organisations, along with the official data from the government in India.

Goal #10: Reduce inequality within and among countries
Bridging the gap between the global north-south divide through co-operation 
– social, economical, political, etc., would promote equality. There are twelve 
indicators for measuring this goal, of which the data is not available for one of 
the indicators and are available for the remaining indicators.

From the data available, for six of the indicators the data is accessible freely 
in the public domain, whereas for the five of the indicators – Indicator 10.2.1; 
Indicator 10.3.1; Indicator 10.4.1; Indicator 10.7.3; Indicator 10.a.1, the data is 
closed.

Most of the data available are of the national level and for the Indicator 10.7.3: 
Number of detected and non-detected victims of human trafficking per 100,000, 
the data includes from the states as well. However, since the goal refers to 
inequalities within the country as well, the granularity of the data should have 
been from the state/district level as well.

And, the frequency of data collected are annually for some of the indicators 
and for some the details cannot be determined or not valid. For most of 
the indicators the data has to be derived from the available dataset and 
disaggregated as needed. Also, for some indicators the data is partially 
available.

Data Not Available:

·	 Indicator 10.7.1: Recruitment cost borne by employee as percentage of yearly 
income earned in country of destination

Goal #11: Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, 
resilient and sustainable
Housing and the type of settlements determines the human development and 
the progress of development of a nation. Therefore for monitoring the goal 11 
is implicit to human development. There are thirteen indicators to monitor this 
goal and out of which the data is available for ten indicators and for the three 
indicators the data is not available.

For three of the indicators the available data is not freely accessible, while for 
the remaining ones the data is accessible. And for most of the indicators the 
data has to be derived as needed.

The data is collected annually for most of the indicators and quinquennially for 
the Indicator 11.5.1, and for some data the data pertains to particular year and 
there lacks a sequence of data availability.

For four of the indicators – Indicator 11.2.1; Indicator 11.3.1; Indicator 11.6.1; 
Indicator 11.a.1, the data is available at the state/city level along with national 
level. And for the remaining indicators the data is available at the national level 
alone. Also, some of the data are not up-to-date and refers to data more than 3 
or years old.

Data Not Available:

·	 Indicator 11.3.2: Percentage of cities with direct participation structure of 
civil society in urban planning and management, which operate regularly 
and democratically

·	 Indicator 11.7.1: The average share of the built-up areas of cities that is open 
space in public use for all, disaggregated by age, sex, and persons with 
disabilities

·	 Indicator 11.b.1: Percentage of cities implementing risk reduction and 
resilience strategies aligned with accepted international frameworks 
(such as the successor to the Hyogo Framework for Action on Disaster Risk 
Reduction) that include vulnerable and marginalised groups in their design, 
implementation and monitoring

Goal #12: Ensure sustainable consumption and production 
patterns
Production and consumption should go hand in hand, but over consumption or 
over production would only lead to destruction of the environment. Therefore 
goal 12 seeks to ensure a sustainability in both. The data is available for ten 
indicators out of twelve indicators, and for the two indicators the data is not 
available, so as to monitor the respective goals. Some of the data are partially 
available and using the available data the indicators can be derived.

Moreover, the data for six of the indicators which are available are freely 
accessible in the public domain whereas for the remaining four indicators – 
Indicator 12.4.1; Indicator 12.4.2; Indicator 12.5.1; Indicator 12.b.1, the data is not 
open.

While for most of the indicators say, Indicator 12.2.1; Indicator 12.3.1; Indicator 
12.5.1; Indicator 12.a.1; Indicator 12.c.1, the data is collected annually, whereas 
for the others, the data which are available are for particular years or cannot 
be determined. Except for the Indicator 12.5.1, for which the data is available 
at the city level, the data for the remaining are of the national order. The data 



is collected from both the national institutions, ministries and also from the 
international organisations.

Data Not Available:

·	 Indicator 12.1.1: Number of countries with SCP National Actions Plans or SCP 
mainstreamed as a priority or target into national policies.

·	 Indicator 12.8.1: Percentage of educational institutions with formal and 
informal education curricula on sustainable development and lifestyle 
topics

Goal #13: Take urgent action to combat climate change and 
its impacts
The impact of climate change is severe, therefore taking an urgent action 
ensures could reduce the impact. The data is available for four of the indicators 
out of five, and for one of indicators the data is not available.

The data for three indicators are freely accessible in the public domain, whereas 
for the Indicator 13.3.1: Number of countries that have integrated mitigation, 
adaptation, impact reduction and early warning into primary, secondary and 
tertiary curricula, the data is not open and also not specific to the indicator. The 
data for some of the indicators are partially available and have to be derived.

The frequency of the data is not uniform and cannot be determined, by the 
virtue of the indicator itself. For example, the occurrence of a disaster event is 
random. However, for some of the indicators the reporting is either annual or 
quadrennial.

The data availability is at the national level and in case of the Indicator 13.3.1., 
the data is available for two states – Orissa and Tamil Nadu. Data for almost all 
the indicators are obtained from international organizations and very less data 
availability from the national databases.

Data Not Available:

·	 Indicator 13.2.1.: Number of countries that have formally communicated 
the establishment of integrated low-carbon, climate-resilient, disaster risk 
reduction development strategies

Goal #14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and 
marine resources for sustainable development
Oceans are the torchbearers for all the countries. Therefore everything related 
to oceans, seas and marine resources have an impact on the human life. There 

are ten indicators corresponding to the targets, of which the data is available 
for nine indicators and for one indicator the data is not available. The data for 
some of the indicators are not direct, but need to be derived, while for some 
indicators the data is partially available. To derive some indicators we need to 
rely on cross agency data.

For the Indicator 14.a.1: Budget allocation to research in the field of marine 
technology as a percentage of total budget to research, the data on budgetary 
allocation doesn’t specify to marine technology.

The frequency of data collected for most of the indicators are not available or 
cannot be determined or not applicable, whereas for some the data is collected 
annually. And for most of the indicators the data is available at the national 
level and for the Indicator 14.5.1: Coverage of protected areas in relation to 
marine areas, the data is available for the states also.

Data Not Available:

·	 Indicator 14.6.1: Dollar value of negative fishery subsidies against 2015 
baseline

Goal #15: Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of 
terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat 
desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and 
halt biodiversity loss
This goal on restoring, promoting ecosystem and stopping biodiversity loss, 
etc., has fifteen indicators mapped to twelve corresponding targets. Of which, 
the data is available for fourteen of the indicators and the data is not available 
for the one of the indicators. Data for some of the indicators exist partially and 
for some the data has to be derived to match the indicators. To arrive at the 
indicators, the data has to be derived from different datasets available.

Most of the data which are available are closed and only five are accessible in 
the public platform – Indicator 15.1.1 : Forest area as a percentage of total land 
area; Indicator 15.4.2: Mountain Green Cover Index; Indicator 15.8.1: Adoption 
of national legislation relevant to the prevention or control of invasive alien 
species; Indicator 15.9.1: Number of national development plans and processes 
integrating biodiversity and ecosystem services values; Indicator 15.a.1: 
Official development assistance and public expenditure on conservation and 
sustainable use of biodiversity and ecosystems.

The frequency of data collected is not available or cannot be determined 
for majority of the indicators, while the data is annually collected for the 
ones which can be determined. Furthermore, the data is available at the 



national level for all the indicators, except the Indicator 15.b.1: Forestry official 
development assistance and forestry FDI, for which the data is available at the 
level of states as well.

The data available are collected by international organisations like OECD, FAO, 
Convention on Biological Diversity, etc., as well as by the national institutions 
and ministries like Planning Commission, Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change, etc.

Data Not Available:

·	 Indicator 15.2.2: Net permanent forest loss

Goal #16: Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sus-
tainable development, provide access to justice for all and 
build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all 
levels
A society which is inclusive, peaceful, provides justice and accountable in all 
its forms would ensure sustainable development, therefore to promote the 
aforementioned parameters one has to monitor them through an established 
measure. There are twenty-one indicators for this goal mapped to the 
respective targets and out of which the data is not available for five indicators 
to monitor the goal. From the available dataset, the values need to be derived 
for some of the indicators and for some indicators the data is directly/partially 
available.

From among the data which are available, for nine indicators the data is 
not freely accessible in the public platform, while the remaining six data set 
are open to access. They are available both from national and international 
agencies and most of the data are not up to the date.

The data which are available are collected/reported annually. And, excluding 
four indicators. i.e.; Indicator 16.1.3, Indicator 16.3.1, Indicator 16.4.2, Indicator 
16.b.1, the data is available at the state level, while for the remaining indicators 
the data is available only at the national level. Most of the indicators require 
data from past 12 months, but the available dataset does not cater the needs, 
as they are not updated regularly. Finally, the indicators seeks disaggregated 
data for monitoring the goal.

Data Not Available:

·	 Indicator 16.1.4: Proportion of people that feel safe walking alone around 
the area they live

·	 Indicator 16.2.3. Percentage of young women and men aged 18-24 years who 

experienced sexual violence by age 18

·	 Indicator 16.6.2: Percentage of population satisfied with their last 
experience of public services

·	 Indicator 16.7.2: Proportion of countries that address young people’s 
multisectoral needs with their national development plans and poverty 
reduction strategies

·	 Indicator 16.a.1: Percentage of victims who report physical and/or sexual 
crime to law enforcement agencies during past 12 months disaggregated by 
age, sex, region and population group

Goal #17: Strengthen the means of implementation and revi-
talize the global partnership for sustainable development
Moving towards achieving SDGs in the global scenario requires support – 
financial, technological, etc. This support can be strengthened the relationship 
between the developing and the developed countries. There are twenty-four 
indicators to monitor the goal 17, out of which the data is available for twenty-
three of the indicators and for one of the indicators the data does not exist.

The data which are available are direct as per the indicators, whereas for most 
of the indicators the data need to be derived. Data is partially available for the 
Indicator 17.16.1: Indicator 7 from Global Partnership Monitoring Exercise: Mutual 
accountability among development co-operation actors is strengthened through 
inclusive reviews.

From the data available for twenty-three indicators, fourteen of the data set are 
freely accessible and the nine are not open. Also, some of the data which are 
open are not up to date or the latest data is not open.

The data is collected annually for most of the indicators and for some the data 
is available for particular year. Also for some of the indicators like Indicator 
17.5.1: Number of national & investment policy reforms adopted that incorporate 
sustainable development objectives or safeguards x country; Indicator 17.6.1: 
Access to patent information and use of the international intellectual property 
(IP) system; Indicator 17.18.2: Number of countries that have national statistical 
legislation that complies with the Fundamental Principles of Official statistics, 
the frequency cannot be determined or not valid.

Since this indicator speaks at the national level, the granularity of the data 
pertains to the nation. Most of the data are obtained from the international 
organisations say UN, World Bank, IMF, OECD, etc., and some are from the 
national institutions/ministries like Planning Commission, Finance Ministry, etc.



Data Not Available:

·	 Indicator 17.17.1: Amount of US$ committed to public-private partnerships 
and civil society partnerships 

Conclusion
Decision making depends on data, a data should be representative, with high 
quality and has to be timely collected, which ensures precise assessment of 
the decision being made. From the analysis it was found that, most of the data 
which are available are either not freely accessible, outdated and not precise 
to the need. Most of the SDG indicators are based on disaggregation. The 
disaggregation is a key to measure to the precision, especially incidences like 
poverty, food security, health, etc. Therefore, to monitor different parameters 
we need to identify the different levels prevailing in the parameter to ensure 
inclusivity.

Said above, the frequency of data collection is either annual, quinquennial 
and decennial. To enable real time evaluation, the data should be up-to-date. 
Moreover, for most of the indicators the data availability is at the national level 
or at the state level and sometimes at the district level. The granularity of data 
ensures geographic inclusiveness.

In a country like India for close monitoring of progress/development of any sort 
the data availability should be;

•	 at a granular level of district/block,

•	 collected and updated regularly,

•	 disaggregated by age, sex, and also by social group, and

•	 the data should be open to be able to access in the public domain freely.

Open data will be a crucial tool for governments to meet the transparency and 
efficiency challenges. For this reason, government data should be open – freely 
accessible, presented in a format that is comparable and reusable and, ideally, 
released in a timely manner.


