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CHAPTER 1 - INTRODUCTION 

It is a curious paradox. Just as Canada stands on the 

threshold of a far-reaching communication revolution that 

could reshape our society completely, Canadians appear to be 

turning their backs on the world and turning their gaze inward. 

Satellites, lasers, fibre optics, two-way television, and home 

computer terminals are likely to bring profound changes to our 

lives in the near future. But, while the new technologies are 

shrinking the world, our perceptions of the world seem to be 

narrowing as well. We have come a long way from the heady days of 

the Pearson era, when Canadians prided themselves on their 

active involvement in international affairs. 

John Ritchie, former Canadian ambassador to the United 

States, has suggested that political turmoil within Canada in 

recent years has shifted the interest of Canadians away from 

international affairs. Others claim it is the worsening 

economic situation that has caused people to be more concerned 

with affairs at home. 

Nowhere is the prevailing introspective mood reflected more 

clearly than in the news media which, rather than using the 

new communication technologies to cover the Global Village more 

comprehensively, appear to be concentrating increasingly on 

their own familiar 'neighbourhoods' within the village. 

Such an attitude can only lead to future misunderstandings 

and tension. It is absolutely impossible to comprehend major 

domestic social, political or economic developments adequately 

unless they are put into a global context. Nor is it possible, 

in an increasingly interconnected world, to respond intelligently 

scormier
Sticky Note
None set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
None set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by scormier



4 

to developments elsewhere in the world unless we are well 

informed - and it is not good enough that only policy makers 

are well informed. The Third World, in particular, is assuming 

increasing importance in global affairs. Decisions made there 

strongly influence world prices of oil and other essential 

commodities; political unrest in southern Africa, the Middle 

East, southeast Asia, and elsewhere affect people everywhere. 

The flow of news from other parts of the world can be turned 

off with the flick of a dial, but the flow--and the impact--

of events cannot. 

This feeling that the news media are doing an inadequate 

job of covering the world has been backed up with very little 

research. There have been some studies of newspaper and television 

coverage of international affairs in general, but there is virtually 

nothing in Canada dealing specifically with the Third World and 

issues related to it.* 

This study helps to fill part of the gap. It was carried 

out in two phases. The first, conducted in the summer and fall 

of 1977, was an analysis of Third World coverage in Canadian 

newspapers and periodicals. It was done under the auspices of 

the Canadian Council for International Co-operation, and was made 

possible by a grant from the International Development Research Centre. 

*One of the leading studies in Canada was done in 1969 
by T.J. Scanlon of Carleton University for the special Senate 
committee on mass media (see "Canada sees the world through 
U.S. eyes: One case study in cultural domination", by T.J. Scanlon, 
Canadian Forum, September 1974). Two recent studies of Third 
World coverage in U.S. news media are described in the Journal 
of Communications, Vol. 29, No. 2, Spring 1979. (See "International 
Affairs coverage on U.S. network television", by James F. Larson, 
and ''The New York Times coverage of equatorial and lower Africa", 
by Jeff Charles, Larry Shore, and Rusty Todd.) 
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It was followed up in the spring of 1979 by a study of 

coverage of the Third World by selected Canadian radio and 

television networks. Alternative sources of information about 

the Third World were also examined, through a review of the 

public information programs of some selected Canadian organizations 

and groups with special interests in international affairs. 

This second phase of the study was also supported by the IDRC. 

The rather bothersome term 'Third World' appears frequently 

in this report. It has begun to take on a pejorative sense, 

especially in the countries it refers to. There appears to be 

a suspicion that it actually means 'third class' or 'third rate'. 

Originally, the term referred to countries, most of which 

gained their independence in the decades following the Second 

World War, that did not align themselves in the Cold War 

polarization between East and West. They were also called 

developing countries, less developed countries, or underdeveloped 

countries, but none of these terms fit the situation perfectly 

either. Another term discerned a new type of global polarization -

lumping the industrialized Cold War protagonists together as the 

'North', and calling the Third World, or underdeveloped, countries 

the 'South'. 

None of these terms are totally satisfactory. Yet, it 

is reasonably clear what countries are being referred to. 

They form a bloc, called the 'Group of 77 1 (although there 

are now well over 100) at UNCTAD meetings. They generally tend 

to identify with each other in the debate over a new international 

economic order. Thus, for the purposes of this study, 'Third 

World' is used as an admittedly less than perfect shorthand term, 

referring to all countries of Latin America, the Caribbean, 
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Africa, the Middle East, Asia and the South Pacific, with the 

exceptions of Japan, Australia and New Zealand. Israel and 

South Africa are included when reference is made to their relations 

with neighbouring states, or to the Palestinian and non-white 

populations within their respective borders. 

A report to IDRC was prepared in 1977, based on the results 

of the study of Third World coverage in newspapers and periodicals. 

That report appears here as Chapter 2. It has been revised 

somewhat and a small amount of additional material has been added, 

while material that appeared in the appendices of that report 

has not been included here. In Chapter 3, the study of radio 

and television networks is described. It is based on a brief 

monitoring of newscasts and current affairs programs, as well 

as interviews with some senior network production personnel. 

Chapter 4 contains accounts of measures being taken to influence 

international coverage in the news media and to provide information 

directly to the Canadian public. The organizations and groups 

involved are considered in three categories: journalism education 

programs; international research and information groups; and 

international development agencies. Some conclusions drawn 

from this study are presented in Chapter 5. 
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CHAPTER 2 - NEWSPAPERS AND PEKIODICALS 

Three general conclusions - none of them very surprising - can be drawn 

from the results of the survey of newspapers and periodicals. 

First, a majority of editors contacted expressed interest in Third 

World affairs, but most ranked international coverage as a low priority for 

their publications, often claiming a lack of reader interest in such coverage. 

Second, although there are some welcome exceptions, Third World coverage 

generally concentrates on a few currently 1 hot 1 news events. There is a lack 

of depth in much of the coverage, and a great many developments are not 

covered at all. 

Third, there is very little Canadian perspective of global events, and 

Third World points of view are almost totally absent from news reports 

and analyses in most Canadian print media. 

The three main components of the study were a questionnaire, personal 

interviews, and content analyses. Copies of the questionnaire were sent to 

the editors of 1,286 publications across Canada. These included all daily 

and community weekly newspapers, all foreign language newspapers, and several 

selected religious, farm and business publications and consumer magazines. 

The overall response rate was 21.9 per cent (Table 1). 

Because the questionnaire was kept brief to ensure a reasonably good 

response rate, some additional information was needed. This was obtained 

through interviews of editorial staff of some 30 publications, and involved 

visits to 23 daily newspapers from coast to coast, one news magazine, one 

business publication, one farm publication, two church papers, and attendance 

at the annual conference of the Canadian Community Newspapers Association. 

Staff members of Canadian Press (CP), Southam News Service, and Thomson News 

Service, and several freelance journalists were also interviewed. 
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The content analyses involved studies of coverage of the Th~rd World 

in 11 Canadian publications, six of them daily newspapers. Five English­

language dailies were chosen, and they represent a variety of sizes ranging 

from large and medium-sized metropolitan and regional newspapers to small­

town dailies. One was selected from each of the five major regions of Canada 

(British Columbia, the Prairies, Ontario, Quebec, and the Atlantic region), 

and each is owned by a different national or regional newspaper publishing 

group. The five English-language dailies are the Kamloops Sentinel 

(Thompson Newspapers), the Saskatoon Star-Phoenix (Sifton group), the Ottawa 

Journal (FP Publications), the Montreal Gazette (Southam Newspapers), and 

the Fredericton Gleaner (Irving group). One French-language daily, Le Devoir 

of Montreal, was selected. 

These newspapers are not necessarily typical of their regions, groups, 

or sizes, but they are probably fairly representative of the daily newspapers 

that are read by most Canadians. Notable for their absence from this 

list are the major Toronto dailies. It was decided after some deliberation 

to omit them from the content study, partly because none can be considered a 

'typical' newspaper, and time limitations restricted the study to one daily 

from each region. It would be a very interesting exercise to do a comparative 

study of foreign coverage in the three Toronto dailies. 

Other publications studies were the Smiths Falls Ont. Record News, a 

community weekly; the Western Producer, an agricultural weekly published in 

Saskatoon; the Financial Post, a business weekly published in Toronto; the 

Canadian Churchman, published monthly in Toronto; and Maclean's, a weekly 

news magazine published in Toronto. 

For the dailies, every issue published in December 1976 and in June 1977 

was studied. The analysis of Maclean's spanned the year 1978, while the 

study of the other four publications covered the period from the beginning of 
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July 1976 to the end of June 1977. Copy filed by the cooperative news service, 

Canadian Press, was also studied for a one-week period in June 1977. 

Interests and priorities among editors 

One measurement of interest in international affairs is a tally of the 

number who filled out the questionnaire and returned it. The response rate 

from all dailies was 30.9 per cent, with a high rate of 61.5 per cent coming 

from Quebec (Table 1). The rate from,community newspapers was 18.l per 

cent and slightly higher from foreign-language publications. Certain 

religious, farm and business publications and consumer magazines were selected 

to receive the questionnaire and their response rates were well above the 

average. 

Some light may be shed on the matter of variations in response rates by 

answers to a question regarding interest in Third World issues. All respon­

dents from daily newspapers who answered this question claimed to be either 

very interested or interested (Table 2). This generally high level of 

interest corresponds with the above average response rate from daily news­

papers, although the much higher response rate from French language dailies 

is not explained. 

Among respondents from community newspapers, the expressed level of 

interest in Third World affairs was lower than it was among daily newspaper 

respondents. This corresponds with a lower response rate from community 

newspapers. There is also a difference in interest levels between respondents 

from English language and French language community newspapers. The ratio of 

interested to not interested among English language respondents was approxi­

mately 5:1, while among French language respondents, it was about 2:1. This 

corresponds with a higher response rate from English language community newspapers. 
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All respondents from religious and farm publications and consumer 

magazines expressed interest in Third World issues, and there were also high 

response rates in these three categories. The response rate from foreign 

language publications was near the overall average, but the level of interest 

among those who responded was quite high (a ratio of 12 interested to each one 

not interested). The level of interest among respondents from business 

publications was lowest (2 of 4 respondents not interested), although the 

response rate was above the overall average. 

In general, interest in Third World issues was high among respondents 

(an overall interested/not interested ratio of 8:1). Also, with a few 

exceptions, in categories where there was a high response rate, the level of 

interest was high. 

Although a large proportion of respondents to the questionnaire expressed 

personal interest in Third World issues, this interest is not generally re­

flected in the priorities followed when selecting news items. In one question9 

respondents were asked to rank international, national, regional/provincial, 

and local/metro news in the order in which items would probably be selected 

for use in newspapers. In the case of daily newspapers, the majority of 

respondents ranked local/metro news first, regional/provincial news second, 

national news third, and international news fourth (Table 3a). This was 

true in both language categories and in all five regions of Canada. A few 

newspapers in Western Canada and in Ontario ranked national news in first or 

second place, but only one newspaper gave international news second priority; 

the others all ranked it third or fourth. 

As some respondents pointed out, selection of news items is not as cut­

and-dried as it may appear in this question; many factors are considered in 

the selection of a news story. But generally, other things being equal, 

selection of news items would follow the order of priorities described above. 
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Among community newspapers, the same order of priorities (local, 

regional, national, international) was evident, and Table 3b shows that there 

were very few exceptions. The few newspapers that gave a high priority to 

international news are newspapers located on Canadian armed forces bases or 

newspapers aimed at an 'ethnic' readership. 

There was more variation in responses from foreign language publications, 

but a clear majority gave top priority to international news (Table 3c). 

National news was chosen by a plurality of respondents as second priority, 

while regional/provincial news was ranked third and local/metro news was 

fourth. None of the lower priorities were as clear as the choice of inter­

national news as top priority. 

The majority of respondents from religious publications considered 

national news to be the top priority. Most ranked international news in 

either second or third place (Table 3c). On most farm publications, regional 

and provincial news appears to receive top priority. Few respondents 

bothered to list lower priorities, but it appears that international news 

ranks third or fourth with most respondents. 

On consumer magazines, national coverage is considered to be the first 

priority. Most respondents ranked international coverage third, although 

a few ranked it second or fourth (Table 3c). On business publications, national, 

regional and local coverage are all first priorities, depending on the nature of 

the publication. International coverage was generally given third priority. 

Proportion of copy that is 'international 1 

Respondents were asked to estimate roughly what proportion of their news 

and editorial copy was 'international 1 in nature. As expected, there was 

considerable variation in estimates, but they were not inconsistent with 

findings of the content analyses. 
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Among respondents from daily newspapers, estimates varied widely, but 

most were between 10 and 30 per cent (Table 4). In general, estimates from 

English language dailies were higher than those from French language dailies. 

On a regional basis, the estimates from Quebec and British Columbia were 

somewhat lower than those from other regions. 

The results of the content analyses showed that the percentage of the 

average 'news hole' devoted to Third World news and editorial items ranged 

from 2.2 to 8.3 per cent on the six daily newspapers studied (Table 26). The 

proportions for all international coverage would be considerably higher than 

that, so the estimates from respondents are probably fairly accurate. 

The majority of estimates from community newspapers indicated that less 

than 10 per cent of their space was devoted to international coverage; 

almost all made estimates of less than 15 per cent (Table 4). One quarter 

of all the respondents claimed that they have no international coverage at 

all. The contents of one community newspaper were analysed and it was found 

that Third World items occupied an average of less than one per cent of the 

space. Again, it appears that estimates are fairly accurate. 

Foreign language publications had the highest estimates of international 

coverage; most respondents made estimates of more than 20 per cent. None of 

these publications were analysed, but it can be assumed that only those aimed 

at readers originally from Third World countries would have significant 

amounts of Third World coverage. 

The estimates of respondents from religious publications were all between 

15 and 49 per cent international coverage. The analysis of the Canadian 

Churchman showed that it devoted 15.2 per cent of its editorial space to Third 

World items. The Third World accounted for the majority of its international 

coverage. 

scormier
Sticky Note
None set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
None set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by scormier



13 

Most of the estimates from farm publications were below 10 per cent. The 

Western Producer had an average 5.7 per cent of its news hole devoted to Third 

World items - probably a higher percentage than most farm publications. It 

was the only farm publication to estimate more than 10 per cent of its space 

was devoted to international coverage, and the analysis indicates that the 

estimate is probably quite accurate. 

The estimates made by respondents from consumer magazines varied widely --most 

were below 50 per cent and above five per cent. The analysis of Maclean's showed 

that the section titled 'World News' contained an average of 8.6 per cent of 

all news and editorial copy in the period just before it became a weekly. 

After it became a weekly, the average jumped to 14.7 per cent. 

The estimates from business publications were all below 15 per cent. In 

the Financial Post, an average of 4.3 per cent of its space was used for Third 

World-related copy. Total international coverage could very likely have been 

near 15 per cent. 

Frequency with which Third World items are used 

Respondents were asked to estimate approximately how often Third World 

editorial material was used in their publications. The estimates, particularly 

from daily newspapers, were surprisingly low. Slightly less than half of all 

respondents from daily newspapers estimated that Third World items were used 

in every issue (Table 5). One-third of the respondents estimated that Third 

World material appeared less frequently than once in every two issues. How­

ever, the analysis of six daily newspapers showed that three of the news-

papers contained Third World items in every issue, and in the other three newspapers 1 

Third World copy appeared in at least 90 per cent of the issues studied {Table 25). 
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It is possible that some of the low estimates are the result of res­

pondents misunderstanding the question and considering only editorial page 

material, but not news items. It is also possible that some respondents 

did not interprete Third World copy as bro·adly as was done in the content 

analysis. For example, in the analysis, any editorial or article dealing 

with Canadian textile import policy would have been included if it referred 

to textile production in the Third World. 

The vast majority of respondents from community newspapers estimated 

that Third World copy was used less than once in every two issues. This was 

born out in the content analysis. The Smiths Falls Record News contained 

Third World items on average approximately once every four issues. 

Foreign language publications were fairly evenly divided between those 

that used Third World items at least once in every two issues, and those 

that used such material less often. This was also true for consumer 

magazines. Maclean's contained at least one item in every issue studied. 

The majority of respondents from religious publications estimated that 

Third World material is used in every issue. This was the case with the 

Canadian Churchman, as the analysis demonstrated. 

Most of the farm publications respondents estimated that Third World 

material was used less often than once in every two issues. The analysis of 

the Western Producer showed that such material was used in every issue - which 

was more frequent than was estimated even by respondents from that publication. 

Respondents from business publications estimated that they used Third 

World items less than once in every two issues. The analysis of the Financial 

Post showed a much higher frequency - only one of the 50 issues studied con­

tained no Third World items at all. 
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Types of items with Third World content 

Respondents were asked to check off categories of items that were used 

most frequently in their publications in relation to Third World coverage. 

The category checked most frequently by respondents from daily newspapers 

was news reports. It was followed by news backgrounders, general features, 

editorials/colurms, letters to the editor, photos/illustrations with no 

accompanying article, and cartoons, in that order (Table 6). 

The analyses of six daily newspapers showed much the same order of 

frequency in the appearance of various types of items. Nine rather than 

seven categories were used and items were ranked in order of frequency for 

each newspaper, then the scores were weighted to arrive at an overall ranking 

for all six newspapers. Results showed items appearing in the following 

order of frequency: news reports, news briefs, news backgrounders, general 

features, columns, unaccompanied photos, editorials, cartoons and letters. 

Respondents from community newspapers ranked editorials and columns 

highest, followed by general features, letters, news reports, unaccompanied 

photos, news backgrounders, and cartoons (Table 6). The analysis of the 

Smiths Falls Record News showed that the most frequently used types of items 

were general features, editorials, unaccompanied photos, and columns, in 

that order (Table 23a). 

Respondents from foreign language publications ranked news reports, 

general features and unaccompanied photos highest. On consumer magazines, 

general features are used most frequently, followed by news backgrounders 

(Table 6). The analysis of Maclean's showed backgrounders were used most 

often, followed by brief sidebars or boxed items and then by general features. 
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Respondents from religious publications listed editorials and columns, 

news reports, and general features most often (Table 6). The analysis of 

the Canadian Churchman showed that news reports, general features, news 

backgrounders, and letters were used most often (Table 24a). 

On farm publications, general features and news reports were checked 

off most often (Table 6). These estimates were verified in the analysis of 

the Western Producer, which used news briefs, news reports, and general 

features most frequently (Table 2la). 

In responses from business publications, only news reports were checked 

by more than one respondent (Table 6). In the Financial Post, news back­

grounders, general features and news briefs were all used more frequently 

than news reports (Table 22a). 

Topics appearing most frequently 

From a list of topics related to the Third World, respondents were asked 

to check the five that they believed appeared most frequently in their pub­

lications. Of the 19 topics listed, respondents from daily newspapers 

checked political upheavals, natural disasters, international crimes, 

personalities in the news, and trade and aid most often (Table 7a). No 

respondents from dailies checked urban problems or music, arts, and enter­

tainment. Other topics rarely checked off were: women's issues, religion; 

scientific research, health and medicine, and education. In the content 

analyses, three additional topic categories were used. The results from the 

study of six daily newspapers were generally similar to the responses to the 

questionnaire. Political affairs ranked highest, followed by political and 

social upheavals; trade, aid and economic affairs; personalities in the news; 

and international crimes. Natural disasters were not in the news as often 

as most respondents believed. Among the lowest ranking topics were education, 

environmental issues, communications and transportation, women's issues, and 

scientific research. 
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Respondents from community newspapers listed agriculture and food, travel 

and tourism, and natural disasters most often. Topics mentioned least often 

were military news, urban problems, and scientific research (Table 7b). The 

analysis of the Smiths Falls Record News_ showed that items dealing with trade, 

aid and economic affairs; agriculture and food; personalities in the news; 

and travel and tourism, were used most often (Table 23a). 

Respondents from foreign language publications mentioned political up­

heavals, immigration from the Third World, natural disasters, and personalities 

in the news most frequently (Table 7c). On consumer magazines, political up­

heavals, personalities in the news, travel and tourism, and population issues 

were mentioned most often. The analysis of Maclean's showed that political 

affairs ranked first, followed by personalities in the news and political and 

social upheavals. 

Respondents from religious publications mentioned religion most often, 

followed by agriculture and food, natural disasters, and trade and aid 

(Table 7c). In the Canadian Churchman, items dealing with religion and 

political and social upheavals appeared most often, followed by political 

affairs and trade and aid (Table 24a). 

Respondents from farm publications named agriculture and food most 

frequently, followed by natural disasters, energy issues, and trade and aid 

(Table 7c). On the Western Producer, trade and aid was the topic dealt with 

most frequently, followed by political affairs, political and social up­

heavals, and agriculture and food (Table 2la). 

Repondents from business publications mentioned energy issues, trade 
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and aid, and business and investment most often (Table 7c). On the Financial 

Post, articles dealing with trade and aid, business and investment, and 

travel and tourism appeared most frequently. There were no items dealing 

with energy issues (Table 22a). 

Respondents were also asked to check off topics they felt could use more 

coverage. Respondents from daily newspapers mentioned population issues most 

frequently, followed by immigration from the Third World, agriculture and 

food, energy issues, education, health and medicine. French language res­

pondents mentioned population issues, trade and aid, and education most often 

(Table Ba). 

In the case of community newspapers, agriculture and food, population 

issues, education, energy issues, health and medicine were checked off most 

often (Table Sb). Population issues, education, agriculture and food were 

also mentioned frequently by respondents from foreign language publications 

(Table Be). Agriculture and food, business and investment, trade and aid, 

and energy issues were most frequently mentioned by respondents from religious 

publications. 

It is rather significant that the same topics - population issues, 

agriculture and food, energy issues, education, health and medicine - were 

mentioned by many respondents in all types of publications. At the same time, 

few respondents wanted to see more coverage of political upheavals, natural 

disasters, or international crime. 

Origins and processing of Third World news items 

Respondents were asked to name the staff member on their publications 

who has primary responsibility for foreign news and feature coverage. On 

most daily newspapers, either the news editor or the wire editor is respon­

sible. Only two of the newspapers that replied to the questionnaire have a 

foreign editor (Table 9). 
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On most community newspapers, the news editor is responsible for any 

foreign items. On some newspapers - most probably the smaller ones - the 

editor has this responsibility (Table 9). The news editor was also 

mentioned most frequently by respondents from the other types of publications. 

Five of the respondents from foreign language publications said they have 

foreign editors, as did two respondents from consumer magazines (Table 9). 

Respondents were also requested to estimate the percentage of Third 

World news and features written by their staffs or exclusively for their 

publications. Almost all respondents from daily newspapers said that less 

than 10 per cent of Third World copy is staff written (Table 10). This 

assertion is born out by the analyses of six daily newspapers. It showed 

that the proportions of staff written material on various newspapers 

ranged from a high of 10 per cent (Table 17b) to a low of 0.7 per cent 

(Table l5b). 

An interesting phenomenon appeared in responses from community news­

papers. A large number of respondents - almost two-thirds - said that less 

than five per cent of their Third World copy is staff written. Just under 

one-half of all respondents said that they had no staff written material on 

the subject. At the other end of the spectrum, however, nearly one-quarter 

of all respondents said that more than 80 per cent of their Third World copy 

is staff written. Most of these respondents claimed that all such copy is 

staff written (Table 10). Very few respondents gave estimates between these 

two extremes. 

A possible explanation of this curious difference in responses is that 

the Third World copy used by many community newspapers is mostly in the 

form of press releases and other handouts. On a smaller number of newspapers, 

meanwhile, very little of this material is used; virtually the only material 

dealing with the Third World is the occasional staff written editorial or 

column. 
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The analysis of the contents of the Smiths Falls Record News showed that 

33.3 per cent of its Third World copy was staff written (Table 23b), thus 

placing it somewhere between the two extremes. 

Estimates by respondents from foreign language publications also ranged 

widely, but they were more evenly aistributed (Table 10). This was also 

true for consumer magazines. Meanwhile, religious publications appear to 

rely more heavily on staff written material, and fann and business publications 

rely on non-staff resources more often. The content analyses do not indicate 

so marked a difference between these publications however. They show that 

28.4 per cent of Third World material in the Canadian Churchman was staff 

written (fable 24b), while the proportion was 22 per cent for the Financial 

Post (Table 22b), and 10.6 per cent for the Western Producer (Table 2lb). 

The overwhelming majority of Third World items in daily newspapers 

originate with the wire services. Respondents to the questionnaire listed 

Canadian Press, Associated Press, Reuter, United Press International, and 

Agence France-Press in that order of frequency. The content analyses of 

six dailies also showed these five major wire services are used extensively, 

the order of frequency being as follows: AP, Reuter, CP, UPI, and AFP. 

Quite often, news reports as they appear in newspapers are actually a combina­

tion of copy from two or more wire services. 

Only a few of the larger newspapers· have their own foreign 

correspondents, and few of these are based in Third World countries. 

At the time of the survey, the Toronto Star had correspondents in London, 

Washington and Hong Kong, as well as a host of stringers elsewhere. The 

London correspondent covers Europe and the Middle East. The Globe and Mail 

and FP Publications had correspondents in London, Washington and Peking. 

The Globe and Mail also had stringers in Paris, Rome, Africa, and Southeast Asia. 
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Southam News Services had a correspondent based in Nairobi, and another 

writer who covered Asia, but was based in Ottawa. There was also a free 

lancer in Buenos Aires, whose articles from Latin America were used in 

several Southam group newspapers. A correspondent based in Paris covered the 

Middle East. 

The Thomson newspapers relied heavily on Thomson News Services, which had 

a foreign affairs columnist and a business columnist based in Toronto. 

The Canadian Press had staff members at the United Nations, New York, 

Washington, London and Paris, and a stringer in India. It occasionally 

sends a team of reporters overseas to cover major events such as the 

Olympics. There was also one CP reporter in Ottawa who concentrated on 

international affairs. CP relies on its link with AP and Reuter for most 

of its news from the Third World. 

Among the non-daily publications, Maclean's had correspondents in 

London and Paris, and stringers throughout the world, including Africa, 

Asia and Latin America. 

Many of the respondents also mentioned that they make use of stringers 

and free lance writers (Table lla). This is reflected in content 

analyses, although use of such material is much less frequent than use of 

wire copy. The other major source of copy is the syndicated services of 

major newspapers. The New York Times News Service appears to be used most 

often, according to both the questionnaire responses and the content analyses. 

Other U.S. newspaper services mentioned were those of the Christian Science 

Monitor, the Washington Post and Los Angeles Times, the Washington Star, the 

Chicago Daily News, and the Chicago Sun-Times. British newspapers mentioned 
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were The Economist, The Times, the Sunday Times, The Observer, The Telegraph, 

and the Daily Express. Among Canadian newspapers, the Globe and Mail and 

the Toronto Star were mentioned. In addition, the Southam and Thomson news­

paper groups have news services providing copy to member newspapers. 

Responses from community newspapers show that they make use of press 

releases most often to get Third World material. Stringers and free lance 

writers were also mentioned by a substantial number of respondents. Only a 

few newspapers subscribe to wire services or the syndicated services of major 

newspapers. Two services singled out by several respondents were those of 

the United Church and the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA). 

The analysis of the Smiths Falls Record News revealed material originating 

with special contributors and free lance writers, CIDA, and the United Church. 

Respondents from foreign language publications mentioned wire services, 

press releases and free lance writers as the most common sources of Third 

World material. Press releases and free lance writers were the most often 

mentioned sources of non-staff written copy in all other types of publications 

(Table llb). 

On daily newspapers, the use of wire services syndicated services and 

other non-staff written material does not appear to be declining. The 

majority of respondents from daily newspapers said that the level of usage 

of such copy is either the same as it was a year earlier, or it had increased 

(Table 12). 

The majority of respondents from community newspapers claimed that they 

use no services of any sort. Of those that do, most claim to be using them 

as much as, or more than, a year earlier (Table 12). The same is generally 

true with other publications. 

scormier
Sticky Note
None set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
None set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by scormier



23 

Most respondents who use news services or other such resources appear 

to be satisfied with, although not very enthusiastic about, the quality of 

the services. Almost all respondents from daily newspapers said the quality 

of copy they received is good or satisfactory. Only one respondent described 

the quality as excellent; two said it was unsatisfactory (Table 13). 

Opinions among respondents from community newspapers were roughly the 

same as those of their daily counterparts. Among respondents from otber types 

of publications, religious publications and consumer magazines appear to be 

most satisfied with the quality of material they are receiving. 

Pesjre for alternative news services 

Respondents were asked whether they would be interested in purchasing 

Third World material from an alternative Canadian-based news service if it 

were available. More than 20 respondents from daily newsf)apers expressed 

interest in such a service, although most would make use of it only 

occasionally. News backgrounders, in-depth analyses, and general features 

appear to be the most popular types of material (Table 14). 

About 50 respondents from community newspapers were interested in 

receiving some material from such a service, again mostly on an occasional 

basis. General features were by far the most popular type of item, followed 

by news backgrounders, and photos and illustrations. 

Among the other types of publications, more than 30 respondents showed 

interest in the service. Respondents from foreiqn language publications 

showed most interest in general features, photos and news backgrounders; 

respondents from religious publications showed preferences for news back­

grounders, general features, maps and drawjngs; respondents from fann 

publications and consumer magazines mentioned general features most often; 

and news backgrounders were mentioned most often by respondents from 

business publications. 
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Content analyses 

The daily newspapers generally followed the major news events 

during the period of the study, as did the Western Producer in its 'International 

News' and 'World Briefs' columns. In December 1976, the major news stories 

related to the Third World were: the aftermath of the Lebanese civil war; an 

OPEC meeting in Qatar; Geneva talks regarding a Rhodesian settlement and 

continuing fighting in and near Rhodesia; riots in South Africa; and political 

purges and u'risings in China. 

Two events dominated the news in July 1977: the taking of hostages by 

South Moluccan terrorists in the Netherlands and the Commonwealth conference 

in London. The hostage-taking story was included in this study because it 

involved Third World immigrants in an industrialized country. Issues at the 

Commonwealth conference tended to be overshadowed by stories mf ldi Amin's 

exploits and the possible fate of the Commonwealth Games in Edmonton. 

One event important to the Third World was the conference on international 

economic co-operation (the so-called North-South conference co-chaired by 

Canada's Allan MacEachen) which ended in early June 1977 in Paris. Perhaps 

because it dealt with complex economic issues and because their impact on 

Canada was unclear, most publications studied did not give the conference much 

coverage. CP sent a staff member to the meetings and, in the first three days 

of June, he wrote five articles. The CP wire also carried six Associated Press 

and Reuter articles from Paris, and two articles on the same subject originated in 

Ottawa in those three days. 
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Of the publications, Le Devoir and the Ottawa Journal had the best coverage 

of the conference. During the first seven days of June, Le Devoir put together 

four fairly extensive articles on the conference, using copy from Reuter, CP, 

AP and Agence France-Presse. One of the articles appeared on the front page. 

Le Devoir also had an editorial and an analysis piece on the subject by 

George Vigny, its foreign affairs specialist at the time. 

The Journal put together three articles from AP, Reuter and other wire 

service material and one by stringer Leo Ryan. It also used a backgrounder 

by Flora Lewis of the New York Times and an editorial was written on issues 

arising from the conference. 

The coverage of Third World events and issues in general over the entire 

period of the study varied considerably among the 11 publications studied. 

On the following pages, the publications are considered individually and, 

where relevant comparisons are made. 

Kamloops Sentinel 

Of the six daily newspapers studied, the Kamloops Sentinel had the least 

coverage of the Third World, both in terms of the total number of items in 

two months (174) and in terms of the share of its news hole (average 2.2 per 

cent). The Sentinel is the smallest of the dailies studied, both in circula­

tion (about 8,000) and in size (average 14-16 pages daily). It was faced 

with several problems. At the time of the study, it was recovering from a 

strike that had hurt it seriously, and it faced very stiff competition from 

a local weekly newspaper. 
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Table 15a shows that the largest single number of items in the Sentinel 

were news briefs. Together with news reports, they accounted for more 'than 

two-thirds of all Third World items used. The major stories of the day were 

reported, but there was little else. There was an average of one news back­

grounder in every second issue. Only one general feature appeared during 

the entire study period. Well over half of all items dealt with political 

and social upheavals, political affairs, and international crimes, while 

agriculture, food, health, medicine, population issues, etc. received almost 

no coverage. 

Table 15b shows that the vast majority of items originated with three 

major wire services - AP, CP, and Reuter. The only other major source was 

Thomson News Service 1 s foreign affairs analyst, John Harbron. The managing 

editor said that .he had the freedom to purchase material from other sources, 

subject to the approval of the publisher, but this had not been done. Most 

financial and manpower resources are put into local coverage. In the study 

period, there was only one staff written article on a subject related to the 

Third World, giving the Sentinel the lowest percentage of staff written 

material among the dailies (0.7 per cent). 

While the level of coverage in the Sentinel appears to be inadequate, 

the situation in Kamloops is probably not very different from that in many 

other small Canadian cities. The staff of the Sentinel point out that anyone 

who is particularly interested in international affairs can purchase the 

Vancouver papers. Editors of other small dailies suggested that news pro­

grammes and documentaries by CBC radio and by the television networks provide 

adequate coverage of national and international affairs, leaving the daily 

newspaper with the primary task of covering local and regional affairs. 
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However, that argument could be extended to exclude dailies from the 

local field too. Weekly newspapers, radio and television stations also 

emphasize local coverage extensively, so that it is not the exclusive domain 

of the dailies either. 

In fact, daily newspapers have at least one advantage over the other 

media and it should allow them to be more, rather than less, competitive in 

terms of news coverage. The advantage is that daily newspapers have space 

available for far more news reporting and analysis each day than the time 

available for those activities on radio and television (with the possible 

exception of all-news radio). Similarly, even a small daily has more space 

available in a week than does the average weekly. 

In the case of the Sentinel, not much space is available. The real 

question is whether the editorial staff is making the best possible use of 

available space, even assuming all international news reporting and analysis 

averages no more than one full page per day. More could be done, especially 

on the part of the Thomson Newspaper group as a whole. 

Saskatoon Star-Phoenix 

With a circulation of about 50,000, the Star-Phoenix is a medium-sized 

regional newspaper serving central Saskatchewan. It had an average of 48 

pages per issue~ with its size ranging from 36 pages to 64 pages during the 

study period. Thus, its average news hole was slightly smaller than, but 

comparable to, those of the two larger daily newspapers in the study. Over 

the two-month study period, Third World items accounted for an average 5.5 

per cent of the news hole, making it second only to the Ottawa Journal among 

the dailies studied (Table 26). The total number of items was 486 (Table 

16a), second only to the Montreal Gazette among dailies. 
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More than half of all items in the Star-Phoenix were news reports 

(Table 16a). It also used a substantial number of news backgrounders and 

had more general features on Third World subjects than any other newspaper 

studied. It averaged slightly more than one Third World-related backgrounder 

as well as one general feature on the subject per issue. For a newspaper of 

its size, this is a good average. The fact that a large number of general 

features was used suggests that the editors were willing to devote additional 

space to subjects that were not currently 11 in the news 11
• Table 16a indicates 

that features dealt with subjects such as music, arts and culture, agriculture 

and food, and personalities in the news. 

As on all other daily newspapers studied, political affairs, political 

and social upheavals, and economic affairs were the most frequent subjects 

of news reports, news briefs, and backgrounders. There were few columns or 

editorials dealing with Third World subjects. 

There was a lack of variety in sources of Third World items. Three 

major wire services - AP, Reuter, and CP - provided the overwhelming majority 

of news reports, news briefs, and backgrounders, as well as more than half of 

the general features. The Star-Phoenix did use the New York Times service 

occasionally (20 items), and this certainly improved the depth of its 

coverage. However, there was very little from other sources. 

Only 2.7 per cent of all items were staff written, giving the Star­

Phoenix the second lowest average among the dailies studied. Even in terms 

of the actual number of staff-written items, the Star-Phoenix compared poorly 

with other dailies. Most staff-written copy is written locally and it might 
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be argued that little that is related to the Third World can be written in a 

city such as Saskatoon, aside from occasional reports of fund-raising cam­

paigns. However, a look at the weekly Western Producer, also published in 

Saskatoon, reveals that there is considerable scope for writers in that city 

to produce interesting articles on a variety of topics related to the Third 

World. 

In general, the Star-Phoenix probably devotes an adequate amount of space 

to Third World coverage, but it would do well to diversify its sources away 

from the wire services, particularly for backgrounders and general features. 

More Canadian - especially western Canadian - views of the world would help 

strengthen Star-Phoenix coverage. 

Ottawa Journal 

For more than a year prior to the study, the Journal had been plagued by 

labour problems. This had a detrimental effect on its financial position and 

on circulation, which dropped from more than 90,000 to less than 80,000. No 

doubt, this also had an effect on staff morale. 

Given these problems, the Journal 1 s performance, so far as this study 

was concerned, was surprisingly good. In part, this is attributable to the 

fact that the newspaper's managing editor was a former foreign correspondent; 

it had a very well qualified foreign affairs writer and analyst; and there was 

a foreign editor on staff. 
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Despite its financial problems, the Journal averaged 58 pages per issue 

during the study period, giving it an average news hole comparable to that of 

the Montreal Gazette. An average of 6.1 per cent of the space available 

was devoted to Third World items during the study period (Table 26), giving 

the Journal the second best record among dailies studied in that respect. 

The number of items was smaller than in either the Star-Phoenix or the Gazette, 

which had comparable news holes, but which devoted slightly less space to 

Third World items. The implication is that items in the Journal were generally 

longer and more substantial. 

This is born out to some extent by the fact that the Journal used 94 back­

grounders duri~g the study period (Table 17a), more than any other daily news­

paper in the study, and an average of almost two per issue. It used more 

general features than the Gazette, about the same number of news reports, and 

far fewer news briefs. 

Political affairs, political and social upheavals, and trade, aid, and 

economic affairs received heavy emphasis in the Journal. 

Wire services, in particular AP, Reuter, CP and UPI, provided the 

majority of items, especially news reports and briefs. However, the source 

of backgrounders and general features was more diversified than in the case 

of the Star-Phoenix and compared favourably with the Gazette. The Journal 

made extensive use of the New York Times service - almost one item per issue -

and used Gemini News Service extensively, particularly during the Commonwealth 

Conference in June 1977. It also made use of Globe and Mail reports ffom 

Peking (Table 17b). 
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Ten per cent of all items in the Journal were staff written, giving it 

the best record among the dailies studied. Being based in Ottawa was an 

advantage in that many international stories were closer at hand than in other 

cities. Even so, the editors had to take some initiatives to make staff 

available for such coverage. 

While the Journal probably had the best Third World coverage among the 

daily newspapers studied, it has since undergone a major shake-up of its 

senior editorial staff, apparently because it was losing the circulation 

war to the rival Ottawa Citizen. The new editorial management intended to 

go the way of most other Canadian dailies by strengthening the Journal's 

local coverage. 

One editor insisted that the changes would not necessarily have an 

adverse effect on international coverage. But, unless the average number 

of pages in each issue increases, it is inevitable that something will have 

to be cut if local coverage is increased. Judging by the priorities of 

editors as shown in this study, international coverage is likely to be the 

first area where cuts are made. 

Montreal Gazette 

Like the Journal, but for different reasons, the Gazette had been 

experiencing financial difficulties. The political situation in Quebec, which 

has led to an exodus of many English-speaking Quebecers, had caused both cir­

culation and advertising revenue on the Gazette to decline. At the time this 

survey was conducted, the circulation of the Gazette was about 115,000. 
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Since then, it increased substantially following a lengthy strike at the 

rival Montreal Star. It had also meant that the editorial staff had been 

devoting much more attention - and news space - than normal to Quebec, leaving 

less space for coverage of other areas, including the Third World. 

During the study period, the Gazette averaged about 44 pages per issue -

less than either the Journal or the Star-Phoenix. But, possibly because of 

declining advertising, the average news hole of the Gazette was approximately 

the same size as that of the Journal. The amount of that space devoted to the 

Third World was 5.2 per cent during the study period - lower than three of the 

other dailies (Table 26). As was mentioned, the Quebec situation may be a 

partial explanation of the low percentage. 

The total number of items in the Gazette was 510 (Table 18a), higher than 

in any other newspaper studied. However, almost one-third of these items were 

news briefs, far more than in any of the other newspapers. News reports were 

used as frequently as in the Journal, and backgrounders were used quite often 

as well. There were very few general features, and most of these were travel 

articles. The Gazette did use more editorials on Third World topics than any 

of the other dailies. 

The distribution of topics was much the same as in the other dailies, 

with political affairs and political and social upheavals accounting for half 

of all items. Illustrations - photos, cartoons, maps, drawings - were used 

more often in the Gazette than in any of the other newspapers studied. 
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Again, the wire services - AP, UPI, Reuter, CP, and combinations of 

these - supplied most of the Third World copy. Among other sources, Southam 

News Service was most prominent, giving the Gazette a Canadian perspective in 

almost one-third of its backgrounders. That seems to be a low figure, but it 

is higher than on many Canadian dailies. The Gazette also made occasional 

use of the services of several British and American newspapers. 

The proportion of staff-written material was only 5.2 per cent, and 

editorials accounted for half of all staff-written items. The reason for 

this rather low figure may be that more staff resources were being devoted 

to coverage of Quebec at the time of the study. 

Given the fact that the Gazette probably reduced the amount of space 

available for international coverage as coverage of Quebec increased, it 

benefited from condensing many news reports into news briefs, thus allowing 

more space for backgrounders. Otherwise, in-depth coverage of the Third 

World might have suffered even more. 

Le Devoir 

Le Devoir of Montreal is not typical of French-language newspapers in 

Canada. It is a serious newspaper that is highly respected and well read 

by political leaders and important decision makers. Its circulation has 

always been small, and it had declined to less than 30,000 at the time of this 

study. Following the election of the Parti Quebecois in November 1976, the 

circulation of Le Devoir began to increase, perhaps because many people were 

searching for serious analysis of events in Quebec. 
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At the time, Le Devoir was under the leadership of Claude Ryan, a well-known 

public figure who played an active role in the day-to-day editorial operations 

and whose personality was very prominent in the newspaper. He later stepped 

down as publisher and become leader of the Liberal Party of Quebec, but the 

style and format of the newspaper have remained much the same. 

Le Devoir is small in size as well as in circulation. During the study 

period, it had an average of 22 pages per issue. However, it carried compara­

tively little advertising, with the result that the average news hole available 

amounted to almost half of the total space - a much higher proportion than in 

any of the other newspapers studied. As a result, the average news hole was 

slightly smaller than in the Fredericton Gleaner, and about 60 per cent of 

that of the Montreal Gazette. 

Le Devoir used 333 Third World items during the study period, about two­

thirds of the number in the Gazette. However, items in Le Devoir were 

generally lengthier, and accounted for an average of 8.3 per cent of all 

space available, well above the level in the Gazette or any of the other 

dailies studied (Table 26). 

As on most other daily newspapers studied, most items in Le Devoir were 

news reports or news briefs (Table 19a). There was an average of slightly 

more than one backgrounder or general feature in each issue. There were also 

frequent columns on the editorial page by foreign affairs analyst Georges 

Vigny, dealing with issues related to the Third World. 

The most commonly discussed topics were the same as on other dailies -

political affairs, political and social upheavals, and economic affairs. 

Other subjects received only sporadic coverage. 
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Wire services - mostly AFP and Reuter - provided the majority of items, 

with CP being used less frequently and AP supplying most photos (Table 19b}. 

Among other sources, free lance writers and special correspondents provided 

several backgrounders and general features. 

Staff-written material accounted for 8.6 per cent of all items, a pro­

portion surpassed only by the Journal. The columns by Georges Vigny accounted 

for almost half of all staff-written copy. 

One of the most interesting projects of Le Devoir during the study period 

was a 20-page supplement in June 1977, which contained about 60 articles 

written by 36 African exchange students in Quebec. The articles provided a 

perspective on Canadian life and on Third World problems not normally found 

in Canadian newspapers. 

In general, Le Devoir provides a good example of the type of coverage of 

the Third World that could be provided by smaller newspapers. 

Fredericton Gleaner 

During the study period, the Gleaner experienced some problems, although 

not of a financial nature. Several members of the editorial staff resigned 

in a dispute over the coverage of local and provincial issues. This problem 

should not have had any noticeable impact on the Gleaner 1 s foreign coverage. 
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The Gleaner had a smaller circulation than Le Devoir (about 20,000) 

but during the study period it was larger, with an average of 30 pages per 

issue. However, because it also contained more advertising, the news hole 

was only slightly larger than that of Le Devoir. 

The number of Third World items used during the two-month period was 224 

(Table 20a), much lower than the figure for Le Devoir (333), but higher than 

the figure for Kamloops Sentinel (175). The items occupied an average of. 

4.7 per cent of the space available, the second lowest average among daily 

newspapers studied. 

Due to greater use of news reports and less use of news briefs than in 

the Sentinel, the average length of items in the Gleaner was greater than 

those in the Sentinel. It averaged about one backgrounder or general feature 

per issue and there were also a few editorials on Third World topics. 

Again, as on other dailies, political affairs, political and social 

upheavals, personalities in the news and economic affairs, as well as inter­

national crimes, dominated Third World coverage. 

AP, Reuter and CP were the most common sources of Third World items, 

with UPI being used less frequently (Table 20b). Free lance and syndicated 

writers, such as Gwynne Dyer, supplied several backgrounders. Few other 

sources were used. Staff-written items - half of them editorials - accounted 

for 4.0 per cent of all items. This output was almost equal to that of the 

much larger Saskatoon Star-Phoenix, and was better in terms of the proportion 

of total items. 
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Third World coverage in the Gleaner is probably typical of coverage in 

newspapers of its size. There is room for improvement. The real problem 

seems to be a general lack of interest in the subject and an attitude that 

it can be covered better by other newspapers or other news media. 

Western Producer 

This weekly farm newspaper 1s published in Saskatoon and is distributed 

primarily in the four western provinces. Its circulation is approximately 

150,000. 

During the study period, the Western Producer averaged 52 pages per 

issue. A large amount of space is devoted to classified and other advertising, 

giving the newspaper a comparatively small news hole - just under one-quarter 

of its total space. Because it uses tabloid-size pages, the average news hole is 

smaller than those of any of the dailies studied. 

Despite the space restrictions, the Western Producer used 467 Third 

World items during the study period - an average of about nine per issue, 

which was comparable to the averages of the larger daily newspapers studied 

(Table 2la). However, many of these items were news briefs, and even news 

reports were generally short, so that all Third World copy accounted for 5.7 

per cent of the average news hole {Table 26). 
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The Western Producer used backgrounders fairly frequently and there was 

an average of close to one general feature per issue. Editorials and columns 

on Third World topics were used on an average of once in every three or four 

issues. 

Trade, aid and economic affairs was the topic dealt with most often. 

Many of the items in this category were about exports of Canadian crops and 

international prices and supplies of various commodities. Not surprisingly, 

agriculture and food also got extensive coverage. Topics that were heavily 

covered in daily newspapers, such as political affairs, political and social 

upheavals, and personalities in the news, were covered mainly in news briefs. 

The Western Producer subscribed to one wire service - Reuter - and it 

received most of its news reports and news briefs from that source. The 

Christian Science Monitor was one of the chief sources of backgrounders and 

general features. Releases from government agencies such as IDRC and CIDA 

also were used occasionally. 

Staff-written material accounted for 10.6 per cent of all items, a 

higher proportion than in any of the daily newspapers studied (Table 2lb). 

It was fairly well balanced between general features, editorials, news 

reports, and columns. 

Third World coverage in the Western Producer was adequate for a farm 

paper, although there is always room for improvement. It also provides an 

example of how medium-sized and small daily newspapers could handle coverage, 

especially with staff-written material. Overall, it contained the same 
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average number of items per issue as the lar~er dailies studied. However, 

most news items were condensed into news briefs or short news reports, 

freeing more space for backgrounders and features. The result was that it 

was able to provide in-depth coverage of some less well reported subjects 

without using a larger percentage of its news hole than most of the daily 

newspapers. 

Financial Post 

The Financial Post is a weekly business newspaper published by Maclean­

Hunter Ltd. in Toronto. It has a circulation of about 160,000. 

During the study period, the Financial Post averaged 40 pages per issue 

and its average news hole was approximately the same as those of the larger 

dailies studied. An average 4.3 per cent of the weekly news hole was devoted 

to items with Third World content (Table 26). This was somewhat smaller than 

the percentages on the larger daily newspapers. The total number of items, 

at 167, (barely three per issue), was much smaller than in any of the dailies 

or in the Western Producer (Table 22a). 

However, items in the Financial Post were generally much longer on 

average than those in other publications. Few news reports or news briefs 

related to the Third World were used. Most items were rather lengthy back­

grounders or general features. There was an average of about one backgrounder 

and one general feature in each issue (Table 22a). 
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As would be expected, trade, aid, and economic affairs, as well as 

business and investment, were the most corrmon topics of backgrounders, news 

briefs, and news reports. General features were almost equally divided 

between these topics and, interestingly, travel and tourism. Presumably, 

Financial Post readers like to combine pleasure with business when travelling 

abroad. 

Two series of articles by writers dealing with conditions in South 

America and southern Africa accounted for most of the backgrounders on 

political affairs. Other topics received scant attention in the Financial 

Post. 

No wire service copy was used - at least, none was credited, although 

some of the news briefs might have come from those sources. Free lance 

writers, including ones who were commissioned to produce series of articles, 

accounted for about half of all Third World items. Staff-written copy 

accounted for 22 per cent of all items (Table 22b). This is a higher pro­

portion than in most of the publications studied. The actual total of 36 

items amounts to somewhat less than one staff-written item per issue. Most 

of the items were backgrounders. 

During the study period, the Financial Post included an eight-page 

supplement on Brazil. It contained 12 articles. 

Third World coverage in the Financial Post is not comprehensive, even 

in the areas of business and investment reporting. However, the editors are 

interested in increasing their coverage of the Third World, the main problem being 

that of finding writers who can deal with economic and financial issues competently. 
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Smiths Falls Record News 

This was the only community weekly newspaper studied. In some ways, it 

may be typical of community newspapers, although no attempt was made to select 

a typical newspaper. The Record News has a circulation of about 6,000 and 

Smiths Falls is a town with just under 10,000 population in eastern Ontario. 

There were very few items (just 18) during the study period that dealt 

with the Third World in any way. The managing editor of the newspaper during 

the early part of the study period was interested in Third World issues and 

had been involved in programmes of international cooperation at the community 

level. When he left the newspaper, there was a slight drop in the number of 

Third World items. 

General features accounted for one-third of all items, and editorials 

and columns accounted for another one-third. Trade and aid were the subject 

of almost half of the items. One example was a feature about Canadian aid 

for reconstruction in Guatemala. 

Some of the items were from contributors, while others were from 

organizations such as CIDA (features), the Unitarian Service -Commission 

(photos), and the United Church (feature). Staff-written material amounted 

to 33.3 per cent of all items (Table 23b). Editorials accounted for.most of 

the staff-written material. 
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The amount, types and quality of Third World copy in community weeklies 

depends very much on the interests and attitudes of publishers and editors, 

so there is considerable variety. A local angle is important but is not always 

present in these items. Few items in the Record News had a local angle. 

Canadian Churchman 

The Canadian Churchman is published monthly 11 times per year by the 

Anglican Church of Canada from its headquarters in Toronto. Its total 

circulation is approximately 280,000. 

During the period of the study, the Churchman averaged 28 pages per 

issue. The 'news hole' amounted to nearly three-quarters of all space in 

the publication. Third World items occupied an average of 15.2 per cent of 

'news hole' space, a much higher proportion than in any of the other publica­

tions studied {Table 26). A total of 122 items (Table 24a) were used during 

the study period, for an average of better than 10 per issue, also the best 

record among publications studied. 

News reports, general features, backgrounders and letters appeared in 

roughly equal proportions. As expected, religion was one of the topics dealt 

with most often. Political and social upheavals, political affairs, trade, 

aid and economic affairs also received a considerable amount of coverage. 

Another fact worth notimg is that items in the Churchman were well illustrated. 

The ratio of illustrations to total items was higher in the Churchman than in 

any of the other publications studied {one illustration to two items). 
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No source was given for many of the items in the publication. Of those 

that were attributed, most were written by staff or by free lance writers and 

correspondents. Staff-written copy amounted to 28.4 per cent of all items 

(Table 24b). 

The scope of coverage in the Churchman is more limited than in general 

interest 1>ublications, hut several of the fe<ltures and backqrounders were 

very well written and informative. Strong interest in the Third World and 

its problems was more evident in this publication than in any of the others. 

To some extent, the large circulation of this publication and others like it 

ensures that many Canadians are getting some exposure to Third World issues 

that they would not otherwise get from reading only daily newspapers. How­

ever, it is too much to expect a church publication to do the job of daily 

newspapers(the Christian Science Monitor must be one of the few exceptions). 

Maclean's Magazine 

Maclean's is a news magazine published by Maclean-Hunter Ltd. in Toronto. 

In September 1978, it increased its frequency of publication from biweekly to weekly. 

Its circulation at the time was about 700,000, making it by far the largest publication 

to be examined in this study. 

At the time of the original study, Maclean's foreign editor had said that 

there were plans to increase foreign coverage in the magazine after it became 

a weekly. So, an analysis of international coverage in the magazine was done 

in 1978. The analysis covered the last 16 issues of the magazine as a biweekly 

and the first 16 issues as a weekly. 
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The study showed that the 'World News' section had indeed expanded. 

In the period before the changeover, Maclean's averaged 70.8 pages per 

issue, with 27.8 pages of advertising. As a weekly, it averaged 66.3 pages 

per issue, with 22.2 pages of advertising. As a result, the space for news 

and editorial material increased only slightly - from 43.0 to 44.l pages 

per issue. Meanwhile, the World News section increased substantially, 

from an average 3.7 pages to 6.5 pages per issue. The average number of 

articles in the section, including sidebars and boxes items, increased 

from 3.9 to 7.3 per issue. And the average number of items related to 

the Third World increased from 1.6 to 3.4 per issue. 

There was also an increase in the number of items related to the 

Third World in other sections of the magazine. In the 16 issues before the 

changeover, there were 14 items--an average of less than one per issue. In 

the first 16 issues as a weekl~ Maclean's had 23 items. 

However, after becoming a weekly, Maclean's tended to cut down on 

the length of its articles. As a biweekly, it had a section called 'Closeup: 

International Affairs', and in the study period, this section had lengthy 

articles on India, China, Jamaica, Mexico and Cuba, each ranging from four 

to six pages in length. There was also a lengthy interview of Prime Minister 

Begin of Israel. After Maclean's became a weekly, this section was dropped, 

and few articles went into as much depth as these had. 

The analysis shows that the number of general features stayed the same 

(Table 26), although they were shorter in the post-changeover period. 

There were big increases in the number of backgrounders and sidebars or 

boxed items, all of which tended to be shorter than the feature articles. 
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Coverage of political affairs and personalities in the news increased 

substantially, while coverage of political and social upheavals remained 

about the same. These three categories accounted for about 75 per cent of 

all items both before and after the changeover. 

One's overall impression is that, since Macl~an's becdme a weekly, 

articles have become shorter and breezier, and there is a somewhat greater 

emphasis on people, rather than on issues or ideas. Most of the lengthy 

feature articles, including cover stories, tend to be on 'lifestyle' topics, 

and they are generally about current trends in North American lifestyles. 

No doubt, this format is considered to be the one most likely to boost 

circulation of the magazine. As far as international coverage is concerned, 

except for the backgrounding of the major stories of the week, Maclean's 

still appears to ignore most of what is happening in the world outside of North 

America, so it is not a good substitute for various non-Canadian news 

maqazines in that respect. 

Datelines 

The places of origin of items in nine of the publications were recorded. 

They were then classified by continent or major region. Interestingly, much 

of the Third World news originates, not in the Third World, but in Europe, 

Canada and the United States. On four of the six daily newspapers studied, 

Europe was the leading source of Third World items, and it ranked second on 

the other two. Canada and the United States were the primary sources of 

items on two dailies and ranked second on another. Among the other publica­

tions, Canada and the United States were the leading sources of items in the 

Western Producer and Canadian Churchman, and ranked second in the Financial 
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Post. (There were no datelines in the Record News). Europe was much less 

important as a news source on non-dailies than on dailies. 

It is also interesting to note that, although the study period covered 

the same months for all publications, different. areas received varying 

amounts of emphasis in different publications. For some reason, Latin America 

and the Caribbean ranked low in all publications except the Financial Post, 

where it was the leading source of items. It is not clear whether the 

Financial Post's interest in Latin America and the Caribbean reflects a high 

level of Canadian investments there or not. The lack of emphasis on Latin 

America in the daily newspapers reflects a traditional lack of interest in 

the region by most Canadians. 

Among the other continents and regions there was little consistency 

among publication in their coverage. In the Kamloops Sentinel, Africa ranked 

high, while Asia and the Middle East were lower, but well above Latin America 

(Table 15c). In the Saskatoon Star-Phoenix, the four Third World areas 

received almost equal prominence (Table 16c). In the Ottawa Journal (Table 

17c), Montreal Gazette (Table 18c), and Fredericton Gleaner (Table 20c), Asia 

and Africa ranked above the Middle East, while in Le Devoir, Africa ranked 

well above the Middle East and Asia (Table 19c). In the Western Producer, 

Asia ranked high, while Africa was much lower and the Middle East was much 

below that (Table 2lc). In the Financial Post, there were very few items 

from outside of the Western Hemisphere (Table 22c). In the Canadian Churchman, 

Africa ranked high, while there was much less coverage from other Third World 

areas (Table 24c). 
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TABLES FOR CHAPTER 2 

TABLE l - RATES OF RESPONSE TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE 

No. No. 
Questionnaires Questionnaires Response 

Sent Returned Rate 

Daily Newspapers 
English-Language 98 27 27.6% 
French-Language 12 7 58.3% 
British Columbia 18 6 33.3% 
Prairies 20 6 30.0% 
Ontario 45 12 26.7% 
Quebec 13 B 61.5% 
Atlantic 14 2 14. 3% 

Total 110 34 30.9% 

Co11111unity Newspapers 
English-Language 798 152 19.0% 
French-Language 161 22 13. 7% 
British Columbia 129 25 19.4% 
Prairies 287 55 19.2% 
Ontario 308 60 19. 5% 
Quebec 162 20 12.3% 
Atlantic 66 12 18.2% 
Territories 7 2 28.6% 

Total 959 174 18. 1% 

Other Publications 
Foreign-Language 137 29 21.2% 
Religions 19 11 57.9% 
Fann 14 7 50.0% 
Consumer Magazines 32 14 43.3% 
Business 15 4 26.7% 

Net Returns 273 
Spoiled (name of publication 8 

missing) 

Tota 1 returns 1.286 281 21.9% 
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TABLE 2 - LEVEL OF INTEREST IN THIRD WORLD ISSUES; AS EXPRESSED BY 
RESPORD£N'f~ 

. V-ery Not 
Interested Interested Interested 

Total Daily Newspapers 4 26 
English-Language 4 21 
French-Language 5 

British Columbia 5 
Prairies 2 4 
Ontario .2 8 
Quebec ._ 7 
Atlantic 2· -·· 

Total Community Newspapers 27 86 24 
English-Language 26 76 18 
French-Language l 10 6 

British Columbia 4 15 2 
Prairies 7 31 6 
Ontario 11 27 10. 
Quebec 2 7 6 
Atlantic 2 5 
Territories l 1 

Foreign-Language Publications 12 12 2 

Religious Publications 8 3 
Fann Publications 2 4 

Consumer Magazines 3 10 
Business Publications 2 2 
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TABLE 3a - ORDER OF PRIORITIES IN NEWS COVERAGE RANKED BY RESPONDENTS 

International 
National 
Regional/Provincial 
Local/Metro 

International 
National 
Regional/Provincial 
Local 

International 
National 
Regional/Provincial 
Local 

Total Daily Newspapers (34) 

First Second 
l 

3 7 
6 24 

29 3 

English-Language Dailies (27) 

l 
3 7 
4 19 

24 l 

French-Langu~ge Dailies (7) 

2 

5 

5 

2 

Third 
6 

24 

2 

6 

17 
2 

7 

Fourth 
27 

2 
l 

20 

2 

l 

7 



50 

TABLE 3a - ORDER OF PRIORITIES IN NEWS COVERAGE RANKED BY RESPONDENTS 

International 
National 
Regional/Provincial 
Local/Metro 

International 
National 
Regional/Provincial 
Local /Metro 

International 
National 
Regional/Provincial 
Local/Metro 

International 
National 
Regional/Provincial 
Local/Metro 

International 
National 
Regional/Provincial 
Local/Metro 

British Columbia Dailies (6) 

First * Second 

l 2 
3 

6 

Dailies (Prairies) (6) 

l 
1 l 
l 5 
6 

Dailies (Ontario) ( 12) 

1 2 
l 10 

10 1 

Dailies (Quebec) (8) 

Dai lies 

3 
6 

(Atlantic) 

l 
l 

l 
5 
2 

(2) 

l 
1 

Third 
3 
3 
l 

4 

l 
9 
1 

l 
7 

l 

l 
l 

Fourth 
3 

2 

5' 

11 

l 

7 

l 

l 

* Some respondents gave two categories equal ranking as top priority. 
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TABLE 3b - ORDER OF PRIORITIES IN NEWS COVERAGE AS RANKED BY RESPONDENTS 

Total Corrmunity Newspapers (174) 

First Second Third Fourth 

International 1 1 2 115 
National 2 116 2 

Regional/Provincial 4 128 1 1 
Local/Metro 160 5 1 

·English-Language Commun1ty Newspapers (152) 

International 1 1 2 101 
Nati ona 1 1 101 2 
Regional/Provincial 4 109 1 
Local/Metro 139 4 1 

French-Language Community Newspapers (22) 

·International ... 14 
National 1 15 
Regional/Provincial 19 1 
Local/Metro 21 1 
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TABLE 3b - ORDER OF PRIORITIES IN NEWS COVERAGE AS RANKED BY RESPONDENTS 

International 
National 
Regional/Provincial 
Loe al /Metro 

International 
National 
Regi ona 1 /Provincial 
Local/Metro 

International 
National 
Regional/Provi·ncial 
Local/Metro 

International 
National 
Regional/Provincial 
Local/Metro 

International 
National 
Regional/Provincial 
Local/Metro 

Community Newspapers (B.C.} (25) 

First Second 

18 
25 

Community Newspapers (Prairies) {55) 

1 1 
l 
2 37 

49 2 

Community Newspapers (Ontario) (60) 

l 

56 
46 

l 

Conmunity Newspapers {QuebecJ · (20) 

18 
20 

Community Newspapers (Atlantic) (12) 

l 8 
9 l 

Community Newspapers (Territories) (2) 

International 
National 
Regional/Provincial 
local/Metro 

l 
1 

1 
1 

Third 

l 
17 

38 

l 

l 
37 
1 

14 

8 

2 

Fourth 

17 
l 

38 

1 

38 
1 

12 

8 

2 
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TABLE 3c - ORDER OF PRIORITIES IN NEWS COVERAGE AS RANKED BY RESPONDENTS 

International 
National 
Regional/Provincial 
Local/Metro 

International 
National 
Regional/Provincial 
Local/Metro 

International 
National 
Regional/Provincial 
Local/Metro 

International 
National 
Re~ional/Provincial 
Local/Metro 

Interna ti ona l 
National 
Regional/Provincial 
Local/Metro 

Foreign-Language Publications {29) 

First Second 

17 4 
9 8 
2 5 
l 5 

Religious Publications (11) 

7 
l 
2 

4 
l 
5 

Fann Publ1cat;ons {7) 

1 
6 

Consumer magazines 

9 
4 
1 

Business Publications 

2 
1 
1 

{ 14) 

l 

2 

3 
4 
6 

{4) 

3 

Third --
2 
3 
9 
6 

5 
t 
3 
1 

l 
2 

7 
l 
3 
2 

2 
l 

Fourth 

4 
3 
5 
8 

l 
t 
l 
4 

2 

1 

3 

8 

l 
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TABLE 4 - PERCENTAGE OF EDITORIAL MATERIAL THAT IS 'INTERNATIONAL', IN 
OPIRIORS O~ ~£SPOROtNTS 

0% 1-4% 5-9% 10 ... 14% ls..:193 20-29% 30-49% 50-100% 

Total Daily 
Newspapers (34) l 3 8 6 12 2 2 

English-Language 
Dailies (27) 1 6 5 11 2 2 

French-Language 
Dailies (7) 1 2 2 1 1 

Dailies ( B. C.) 1 3 1 1 
Dailies (Prairies) 1 1 3 1 ... 
Dailies {O~tario) 2 2 6 1 1 
Dailies (Quebec) 1 2 2 2 1 
Dailies (Atlantic) .. .. 1 1 

Tota 1 Comnuni ty 
Newspapers 41 62 35 13 3 1 2 2 

English-Language 
Conmun. Newspapers 38 53 31 12 1 l 1 

French-Language 
Conmun. Newspapers 3 9 4 1 1 1 

Cormtun. Newspapers 
(8. c.) 6 7 7 4 .. 
Commun. Newspapers 
(Prairies) 12 21 8 5 1 1 1 1 
Comnun. Newspapers 
(Ontario) 18 21 13 3 'l 
Conmun. Newspapers 
(Quebec) 4 7 4 1 1 
Conmun. Newspapers 
(Atlantic) 1 5 2 1 1 
Conmun. News~apers 
(Territories 1 1 

Foreign-Language 
Publications 1 1 2 1 7 9 6 

Religious Public. 2 4 3 
Farm Publications 3 3 1 

Consumer Magazines 1 2 2 3 2 3 1 
Business Public. 1 1 2 
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TABLE 5 - FRE§UENCY WITH WHICH THIRD WORLD NEWS OR EDITORIAL ITEMS ARE USED, 
~~c RnIR~ TO RtSPORDENTS 

Less 
At least About once than once 
once .in in every in every 

everl iSsue two issues two issues 
Total Daily Newspapers 15 8 11 
English-Language Dailies 13 6 8 

French-Language Dailies 2 2 3 

Dailies {B.C.) 3 1 2 
Dailies {Prairies) 5 l 
Dailies {Ontario) 2 5 5 
Dailies ~Quebec) 4 1 3 
Dailies Atlantic) 1 1 

Total Conununity Newspapers 7 7 142 
English;..Language ComnunHy Newspapers 5 7 124 
French-Language Comnunity Newspapers 2 18 
C0111T1unity Newspapers ~B.C.) 22 
Conmunity Newspapers Prairies 4 3 45 
Conmunity Newspapers (Ontario) 1 4 48 
Conmunity Newspapers (Quebec) 2 15 
C0111T1unity Newspapers ~Atlantic) 10 
Community Newspapers Territories) 2 

Foreign-Language Publications 8 6 13 
Religious Publications 8 l 2 
Fann Publications 1 1 5 

Consumer Magazines 3 4 7 
Business Publications 4 



TABLE 6 - TYPES OF ITEMS WITH THIRD WORLD CONTENT IN CANADIAN PUBLICATIONS 

Photos/ 
Illustrations Letters 

News News Editorials/ General (No accompanying to the 
Reoorts Backgrounders Columns Features article}__ Cartoons Editor 

Total Daily Newspapers (34) 31 28 23 27 18 17 19 
English-Language Dailies (27) 24 25 20 23 16 17 16 
French-Language Dailies (7) 7 3 3 4 2 3 

Dailies (B.C.) (6) 4 5 4 5 2 3 2 
Dailies (Prairies) (6) 6 6 4 6 4 4 4 
Dailies (Ontario) (12) 11 11 9 11 9 8 9 
Dailies (Quebec) (8) 8 4 4 4 2 1 3 
Dailies (Atlantic) (2) 2 2 2 1 l 1 1 

Total Cormiunity Newspapers (174) 54 47 82 69 53 28 69 
English-Language Corm1unity 

Newspapers (152) 41 40 78 64 46 25 65 
French-Language Conmunity 

Newspapers (22) 13 7 4 5 7 3 4 U1 
O'I 

COJJlllUnity Newspapers (B.C.) (25) 8 5 15' 7 7 7 14 
COlllllunity Newspapers (Prairies) (55) 18 17 27 25 21 9 20 
COlllllunity Newspapers (Ontario) (60) 15 16 31 27 16 9 25 
Comnunity,Newspapers (Quebec) (20) 10 8 4 4 6 2 5 
Cornnunity Newspapers (Atlantic) (12) 3 1 5 4 3 1 5 
COlllllunity Newspapers (Territories) (2) 2 

Foreign-Language Publications (29) 19 14 14 17 15 7 10 
Religious Publicafions (11) 10 7 11 9 7 4 5 

Fann Publications (7) 4 2 3 5 3 ..., 3 

Consumer Magazines (14) 4 7 5 11 5 3 4 
Business Publications (4) 2 1 1 1 1 



TABLE 7a - TOPICS RELATED TO THE THIRD WORLD APPEARING MOST FREQUENTLY IN CANADIAN PUBLICATIONS, 
ACCORDING TO RESPONDENTS 

Daily Newspapers 
English- French-

Total Language -- Language B.C. Prairies Ontario Quebec t,:1 antic 
Political Upheavals (wars, coups, etc.) 31 24 7 5 6 10 8 2 

Natural Disasters (earthquakes, drought) 28 22 6 5 5 10 6 2 

International Crimes (hijackings, 
kidnappings) 25 19 6 5 4 7 7 2 

Personalities in the News 21 15 6 2 4 7 7 

Trade, Aid, etc. 17 14 3 4 1 8 3 

Agriculture, Food 10 9 l 2 3 4 l 

Energy Issues 10 10 l 5 2 l 
Travel, Tourism 10 6 4 l 2 3 4 

Business, Investment 8 7 1 1 3 2 2 
(J1 

Inmigration from the Third World 5 5 1 
., 

3 -....J 

Sports 5 4 l 2 l l l 
• I Population Issues 4 4 1 1 1 

Education 3 3 1 2 

Health, Medicine 3 3 1 2 

Scientific Research 2 1 1 1 l 
Religion 2 2 l 1 

Women's Issues 1 1 1 



TABLE 7b - TOPICS RELATED TO THE THIRD WORLD APPEARING P()ST FREQUENTLY IN CANADIAN PUBLICATIONS, 
ACCORDING TO RESPONDENTS 

Conmunity Newspapers 
English- French-

Total - Language Language B.C. Prairies Ontario Quebec Atlantic Territories 
Agriculture, Food 55 47 8 6 21 18 7 3 

Travel, Tourism 45 40 5 8 13 17 5 2 
Natural Disasters 42 33 9 4 16 13 8 1 
Trade, Aid, etc. 31 27 4 3 12 10 3 3 
Personalities in the News 29 25 4 8 8 8 4 l 

Health, Medicine 28 22 6 3 10 9 4 2 
Population Issues 26 21 5 4 8 8 5 l 

Political Upheavals 24 20 4 4 10 6 4 
Educat1on 21 16 5 2 6 7 5 1 

<J1 

Energy Issues 19 17 2 4 3 9 3 CX> 

Religion 16 15 1 3 6 5 1 

Business, Investment 14 11 3 2 3 5 3 1 
International Crime 13 11 2 1 4 6 2 
Women's Issues 13 9 4 2 6 5 
Imnigration_ from the Third World 12 12 2 7 2 1 
Sports 10 10 4 3 3 
Music, Arts, Entertainment 10 9 l 8 2 
Scientific Research 8 8 1 2 3 l 1 
Urban Problems 2 2 1 1 
Military News 2 2 1 1 

scormier
Sticky Note
None set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
None set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by scormier



TABLE 7c - TOPICS RELATED TO THE THIRD WORLD APPEARING K!ST FREQUENTU IN CA!iADIAN PUBLICATIONS, 
?CCOROI NG TO R~SPONDENTS . 

Political Upheavals 
Irrmigration from the Third World 
Natural Disasters 
Personalities in the News 
International Crimes 
Travel, Tourism 
Energy Issues 
Population Issues 

Music, Arts, Entertainment 
Trade, Aid, etc. 
Education 
Sports 
Religion 
Business, Investment 
Agriculture, Food 
Health, Medicine 
Scientific Resea~ch 
Women's Issues 
Urban Problems 

Foreign­
Language 

21 

13 

12 

12 

10 

9 

8 

7 

1 
6 

6 

6 

6 

4 

2 

2 

? 
2 

1 

TYP€S of Publications 

Reli9i01.Js 
3 

3 

6 
~ 

j 

3 

3 

6 

3 

11 
2 

8 

4 

Farm 

1 

3 

1 

3 

2 

3 

l 

7 

1 

2 

Consumers Magazines 
8 

3 

2 

8 

6 

3 

6 

1 

4 

3 

2 

5 

3 

1 

l 

Business 

1 

2 

2 

2 
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Table 8a - TOPICS RELATED TO THE THIRD WORLD THAT COULD BE COVERED P()RE EXTENSIVELY, IN THE OPINIONS 
OF RESPONDENTS 

Daily Newspapers 
English French-

Total L~nguage Language B.C. Prairies Ontario Quebec Atlantic 
Population Issues 13 10 3 l 4 5 3 

I11111igration from the Third World 10 9 l 3 5 2 

Agriculture, Food 9 9 l 2 4 l l 
Energy Issues 9 8 1 3 1 2 2 l 
Education 9 7 2 2 l 3 2 l 
Health, Medicine 9 8 l l l 6 l 
Personalities in the News 8 7 l l 5 l l 
Business, Investment 8 7 -1 2 1 3 2 °' C> 

Women's Issues 8 7 1 3 2 2 1 

Trade, Aid, etc. 7 4 3 l 3 3 

Urban Problems 7 7 1 2 3 l 
Scientific Research 4 4 2 l l 
Sports 4 4 2 l 1 

Political Upheavals 3 2 l l 2 

Music, Arts, Entertainment 3 3 l 1 l 
Natural Disasters 2 l l 1 l 
Religion l 2 2 
Travel, Tourism l -, l 
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"TABLE 8b - TOPICS RELATED TO THE THIRD WORLD THAT COULD BE COVERED MORE EXTENSIVELY, IN THE OPINIONS 
OF RESPONDENTS ____ 

Comnunity Newspapers 
English- French-

Total Language Language B.C. Prairies Ontario Quebec Atlantic 

Agriculture, Food 25 23 2 3 8 11 3 

Population Issues 24 19 5 4 5 9 5 1 

Education 22 19 3 6 2 8 4 2 

Energy Issues 20 19 1 3 4 10 2 1 
Health, Medicine 20 18 2 2 3 10 3 2 

Scientific Research 18 15 3 2 2 8 2 4 

Trade, Aid, etc. 17 15 2 4 4 5 2 2 

Trav-e 1 , Tourism 16 13 3 2 4 6 3 

Irrmigration from the Third World 16 16 2 ... 8 1 2 ,) 
O'I 

Urban Problems 14 12 2 5 5 3 1 

Personalities in the News 11 9 2 2 1 5 1 2 

ttlsic, Arts, Entertainment 11 10 1 2 1 5 2 1 

Women's-Issues 9 7 2 1 1 4 3 

Business, Investment 8 7 2 2 3 1 
Soorts 8 7 , 1 5 1 I 

Religion 8 8 2 5 
Political Upheavals 7- 4 3 1 l 2 2 

Natural Disasters 6 3 3 1 1 2 2 

International Crimes ,, 
l 1 1 1 " 

Military News 1 1 1 
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TABLE & - TOPICS RELATED TO THE THIRD WORLD THAT COULD BE COVERED MORE EXTENSIVELY, 
OF RESPONDENTS 

IN THE OPINIONS 

Types of Publications 
Foreign-Language Religious Fann Consumer Magazines 

Population Issues 8 2 

Education 7 1 

Personalities in the News 6 3 

Agriculture, Food 6 3 1 

Business, Investment 5 3 

Health, Medicine 5 1 l 

Travel, Tourism 5 2 

Natural Disasters 4 
Trade, Aid, etc. 4 3 1 2 

Energy Issues 4 3 1 1 O'I 
N 

Urban Problems 4 1 

Religion 4 2 1 

Women's Issues 4 1 ..; l 
Po1itical Upheavals 3 1 

l1m1igration from the Third World 3 2 2 

Scientific Research 3 l 
Music, Arts, Entertainment 3 1 l -International Crimes 2 1 
Sports 2 

Co-operatives 2 
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TABLE 9 - STAFF MEMBER WHO HAS PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY FOR FOREIGN NEWS/FEATURE COVERAGE 

News Foreign Wire Managing 
Editor Editor Editor Editor Editor Other 

Total Daily Newspapers 17 2 12 l 2 

English-Language Dailies 14 2 9 l 

French-Language Dailies 3 3 
Dail i es ( B . C. ) l 4 
Dailies (Prairies} 6 
Dailies (Ontario) 5 2 4 l 
Dailies (Quebec} 5 2 l 
Dailies (Atlantic) 2 

Total Comnunity Newspapers 96 12 3 15 

English-Language 83 10 3 13 

French-Language 13 2 2 °' w 

British Columbia 12 3 2 l 
Prairies 34 2 l 2 
Ontario 33 4 9 
Quebec 10 2 3 
Atlantic 5 l 
Territories 2 

Foreign-Language Publications 17 5 5 

Religious Publications 7 3 l 
Fann Publications 5 l l 

Consl.ITler Magazines 3 2 6 

Business Publications 3 
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TABLE 10 - PERCENTAGE OF THIRD WORLD NEWS[FEATURES WRITTEN BY STAFF OR EXCLUSIVELY FOR PUBLICATION, 
ESTIMATED BY RESPONDENTS 

0% 1-4% 5-9% 10-1~ 20-39% 40-59% 60-79% 80-99% lOM 

Total Daily Newspapers 10 8 4 1 1 
English-Language 9 5 4 1 1 
French-Language 1 3 
British Columbia 3 1 
Prairies 2 2 
Ontario 2 3 2 1 1 
Quebec 1 2 2 
Atlantic 2 

TQtal Corrmunity Newspapers 54 23 4 2 6 2 2 5 23 
English-Language 48 17 2- 2 6 2 2 5 23 
French-Language 6 6 2 
British Colllllbia 6 2 1 3 1 3 
Prairies 18 6 1 1 3 1 1 2 7 °' +::> 

Ontario 22 9 1 1 l 1 11 
Quebec 5 4 2 1 
Atlantic 3 2 1-
Territories 1 

Foreign-Language Publications 5 1 2 3 4 2 2 3 2 
Religious Publicationl 1 3 2 1 2 1 
Fann Publications 3 1 2 
Consumer Magazines 2 2 1 2 3 1 

Business Publications 1 1 
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TABLE lla - ORIGINS OF THIRD WORLD NEWS/FEATURES NOT WRITTEN BY STAFF 

Dai 1y Newspapers 
English- French-

Total Language Language B.C. Prairies Ontario Quebec Atlantic --
Canadian Press 33 26 7 6 6 11 8 2 

Associated Press 28 23 5 4 6 9 7 2 
Reuter 20 18 2 3 3 8 4 2 

Stringers/Freelance Writers 17 14 3 1 2 8 5 
UPI 11 7 4 2 1 2 5 

Agence France-Presse 10 7 3 1 2 2 4 

N~w York Times News Service 10 9 1 1 4 3 2 

Press Releases 8 5 3 2 4 2 

The Economist 6 6 2 3 1 
Washington Post/Los Angeles Times 5 5 1 3 CTI 

U1 

Christian Science Monitor 5 5 2 1 

London Times 3 3 "". 1 1 1 

The Guardian 3 3- l 1 1 

Southam News Service 3 3 1 1 

Gemini News Service 2 2 l 
The Observer 2 2 1 

NEA 2 2 1 1 

Sunday Times 2 2 1 l 

Others 8 7 1 2 2 1 2 1 
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TABLE llb - ORIGINS OF THIRD WORLD NEWS/FEATURES NOT WRITTEN BY STAFF 

Comnunity Newspapers 
English- French-

Total -- Language Language B.C. Prairies Ontario Quebec Atlantic 

Press Releases 86 71 15 10 31 29 11 5 
Stringers/Free Lance Writers 26 23 6 4 7 10 5 2 
Canadian Press 11 9 2 3 4 2 2 
Associated Press 4 4 1 2 l 
United Church 5 5 1 3 1 
CIDA 4 4 1 l ] 
New York Times News Service 2 2 2 
Others 37 32 5 5 16 10 4 2 

Other Publications 
"' "' Foreign-Language Religious Fann Consumer Magazines Business 

Canadian Press 14 1 
Associated Press 11 
Press Releases 11 7 5 2 1 
Stringers/Free Lance Writers 10 9 1 10 1 
Reuter 8 2 
UPI 7 
The Guardian 5 
New York Times News Service 4 
Agence France-Presse 3 
London Times 2 
The Economist 2 
Washington Post/LA Times 2 ... 
Others 13 12 5 6 
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TABLE 12 ~ PROPORTION OF E~ITORIAL BUDGETS DEVOTED TO USE OF WIRE SERVICES 1 
SYNDICATED SERVICES. OTHER NON-STAFF WRITTEN MATERIA[ {CH~NGE 
nvtR PREVIOUS y~ 

Same as Increased Decreased 
previous year over from 

0% (more 'than O.!)_ E,_r~j_g_u_:~ _ _y_e~ r. Qrevious }'.ear_ 
Total Daily Newspapers l 13 8 2 

English-Language 1 9 6 2 
French-Language 4 2 

British Columbia l 2 
Prairies 2 2 
Ontario 1 6 l 
Quebec 3 3 
Atlantic, 1 

Total Community Newspapers 84 25 7 3 
English-Language 72 23 7 3 
French-Language 12 2 
British Columbia 12 2 2 
Prairies 26 8 3 1 
Ontario 28 12 2 2 
Quebec g 2 

. Atlantic 8 
Territories l 1 

Foreign-Language Publications 6 2 4 J 
Religious Publications 3 l 
Farm Publications 3 3 

Consumer Magazines 2 3 1 

Business Publications 2 1 l 
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TABLE 13 - EVALU~TION BY RESPONDENTS OF NON~STAFF WRITTEN COPY ON 
THIRD WORLD TOPICS ' 

Excellent !Jood Sa ti sfactori'. 
Total Daily Newspapers 1 10 21 

English-Language 1 5 19 
French-Language 5 2 

British Columbia 1 4 
Prairies 1 2 3 
Ontario 3 9 
Quebec 4 3 
Atlantic 2 

Total Community Newspapers 7 28 54 
English-tanguage 4 23 48 
French-Language 3 5 6 

British Columbia 1 9 
Prairies 2 12 18 
Ontario 2 7 22 
Quebec 3 6 3 
Atlantic 2 2 

Foreign-Language Publications 1 9 10 

Religious Publications 3 3 5 

Fann Publications 1 6 

Consumer Magazines 4 3 5 

Business Publications 1 

Unsa t; s factor.)'. 
2 
2 

1 

1 

6 
5 
1 

2 
3 -
1 

2 

1 



TABLE 14 - RESPONDENTS INTERESTED IN PURCHASING THIRD WORLD MATERIAL FROM AN ALTERNATIVE CANADIAN-
BASED NEWS SERVICE 

News In-depth General Maps, 
Back.grounders Analyses Features Drawings Photos Cartoons 

Reg. Occ. Reg. Occ. Reg. Occ. Reg. Occ. Reg. Occ. ~ Occ. 
Total Daily Newspapers 3 19 18 3 19 -t; 9 4 12 3 

English-Language 3 17 13 2 15 6 6 3 9 3 
French-Language 2 5 1 4 3 l 3 

British Columbia 1 4 3 3 1 1 
Prairies 2 4 5 2 3 4 1 2 4 2 
Ontario 7 5 7 2 3 1 4 
Quebec 4 5 1 6 4 1 3 
Atlantic 

Total Conlnunity Newspapers 3 29 6 18 4 46 1 13 7 21 3 13 
English-Language 1 23 4 14 1 38 10 4 15 3 11 
French-Language 2 6 2 4 3 8 1 3 3 6 2 

British Columbia 3 1 1 1 5 1 2 1 1 1 
Prairies 1 11 2 4 1 12 3 6 l 4 O"I 

<.D 

Ontario 8 1 6 20 5 2 7 1 4 Quebec 
Atlantic 2 5 2 3 2 6 1 3 3 4 3 

Territories 1 3 2 2 
1 1 1 1 1 

Foreign-Language Publications 5 7 2 4 ., 
i. 12 2 2 7 5 3 3 

Religious Publications 1 6 1 4 1 5 l 5 1 4 

Fann Publications 1 1 2 1 l 

Consumer Magazines 2 3 4 1 2 1 2 l ~ 

:; 

Business Publications 2 1 
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TABLE 15a - TOPICS RELATED TO THE THIRD WORLD AND TYPES OF ITEMS APPEARING IN THE KApt_QOPS SENTINEL 
TOTALS FOR DECEMBER l - 31, 1976 AND JUNE 1 - 30, 1977 

News News News Photos General 
Topics Briefs Reports Columns Backgrounders (No article) Cartoons Features Total --

Political and Social 
Upheavals 24 14(1) 1 2 ( 1) 42(2) 

Political Affairs 16 11 ( 4) 8 4 (2) 41(6) 

Personalities in the News 14(2) 5(2) 1 {6) ( l) 28( 11) 
Trade, Aid, Economic 

Affairs 6 10(4) 3 2 (1) 22(5) 
International Crimes 6 5 1 12 
I11111igration from the 

Third World 2 2 5 

Natural Disasters 4 1 5 

Business, Investment 1 2(1) 1 4(1) 
.....a 

Sports 2 2 4 0 

Agriculture, Food l 1(1) _3(1) 

Education 
Health; Medicine 1 
Urban Problems 1 
Travel, Tourism 1 

Reliqion l 1 

Music, Arts, Cu1ture 1 
C(lllllunications and 

Transportation 1 1 

Environmental Issues (1) ( 1 ) 

Total 78(2) .55(13) 17 11 (7) (5) 1 174(27) 

(Illustrated items are in parentheses) 
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TABLE 15b - SOURCES OF THIRD WORLD ITEMS CLASSIFIED BY TYPES OF ITEMS 
KAR[ooPS SENTINE[ DECEM3ER 1 - 31, -Y-976 ANO JORE 1 - 30, 1977 

News News News Photos General 
Sources Briefs Reports Columns Backgrounders (No article} Cartoons Features Total 

AP 36 30 3 4 73 
CP 17 16 6 4 43 
Reuter 23 8 31 
Thomson News Service 17 17 
Free Lance, Syndicated 

Writers 4 4 

Calgary Herald 2 2 
Toronto Sun 1 1 

Staff 1 1 

Unnamed Source 2 1 3 '-.I 

Total 78 55 17 11 8 5 175 

Proportion Staff Written Material 0.7% 

TABLE 15c - PLACES OF ORIGINS OF THIRD ~RLD COPY AOATELlNES) 
KAMLOOPS SENTINEL DECEMBER l - 31, 197 AND JUNE 1 - 30, 19n 

Area No. Items Most Comnon Datelines 
Europe 37 Seneva/london/Paris/Assen, Netherlands 
Africa 29 Capetown/Salisbury/Johannesburg/Nairobi 
Canada, -U.S. 27 UN/Washington/Toronto/Ottawa 
Middle East 21 Beirut/Doha/Cairo/Kuwait 
Asia 17 Tokyo/Ankara/New Delhi/Nicosia/Peking 
Latin America, Caribbean 8 Havana/Buenos Aires 
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TABLE 16a - TOPICS RELATED TO THE THIRD WORLD AND TYPES OF ITEMS 
SASKATOON STAR-PHOENIX DECEMBER 1-31, 1~76 XND JUNE 1-30, 1977 

News News News Back- General Photos {No 
ReEorts Briefs grounders Features article} Cartoons Colunms Editorials letters Total 

Political Affairs 99(6) 21 17 2 {l) l l 142(7) 
Political and Social 

Upheavals 54(5) 19 16{1) 4 {l) 94(7) 
Trade, Aid, Economic 

Affairs 28 8 12 4 52 
Personalities in 

49(9) the News 19( l) 16 6(3) 5(2) (1) {2) 
International Crimes 18 6 5(2) 2 31(2) 
Business, Investment 9 3 l {l) 16(1) 
Musf c, Arts, Culture 6 2 7(1) 15(1) 
Natural Disasters 4 8 l l 14 
Sports 8 4 ( 1) 13{1) 
Agriculture, Food 3 l l 5 10 
Inmigration from the --..J 

Third World 3(1) 1 3 l l 9(1) N 

Military Issues 3 l 3 7 
Populatton Issues l l l 2 ] 6 
Travel, Tourism 2( l) 3(1) 5(2) 
Urban Problems 1 3 4 
Religion 1 l 2 ~ 4 
Energy Issues 1 2 3 
Health, Medicine 2 1 3 
Scientific Research 2 (1) 3(1) 
Conmunication and 

Transportation l 1 l 3 
Education 2(1) 2(1) 
Women's Issues HO 1(1) 

Total 263(15) 93 63(6) 53(5) (5) (3) 3 2 l 486(34) 

(Illustrated items are in parentheses) 
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TABLE 16b - SOURCES OF THIRD WORLD ITEMS CLASSIFIED BY TYPES OF ITEMS 
-SASKATOON STAR-PHOENIX DECEMBER 1-31. 1976 ANO JUNE l-30, 1977 

News News News back- General 
Reports Briefs grounders Features Photos Cartoons Columns Editorials Letters Total 

AP 132 
Reuter 72 
CP 45 
New York Times Service 
Staff 2 
Freelance, Syndicated 

writers l 
Combined wire services 10 
A~ 1 
Gallup/CIPO 
Toronto Star Syndicate 
Ednc>nton Journal 
Washington Star 
Special 
Unnamed Source 
Other 
Total 263 

46 
38 
8 

1 

93 

Proportion staff written material 2.7% 

21 
16 
12 
11 
l 

l 

l 

63 

16 
10 
4 
9 
5 

6 

l 

l 

1 

53 

15 

3 

1 

1 

20 

l 

1 

1 

3 

2 

l 

2 

3 2 

1 

1 

230 
136 

69 
20 
13 

11 
10 

3 
2 
1 
1 
l 
1 
2 
1 

501 

TABLE l6c - PLACES OF ORIGIN OF THIRD WORLD COPY (Datelines) 
SASKATOON STAR-PHOENlX DECEMBER l-31, 1976_ AND JUNE l-30, 1977 

Area 
Canada, US 
Europe 
Asia 
Africa 
Middle East 
Latin Arrerica, Caribbean 
Australia, South Pacific 

No. Items 
118 
85 
68 
68 
65 
60 

1 

Most conman datelines 
UN/Washington/Ottawa/Edmonton 
Geneva/Paris/London/Brussels/Rome/Vienna/Assen 
Peking/Hong Kong/Jakarta/Nicosia/Bang~ok/New Delhi 
Cap~-Town/Salisbury/Na1robi/Johannesburg 
Beirut/Doha/Damascus/Tel Aviv/Cairo 
Mexico City/Buenos Aires/Kingston/Havana/Rio 

de Janierc 

-....,1 
w 
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TABLE 17a - TOPICS RELATED TO THE THIRD ~ORLD AND TYPES OF ITEMS 
onAwA JOURNAL DECEMBER 1-31. 1976- AND JUNE 1-30. l 977 

News News News General 
Re~orts Backgrounders Briefs Features Editorials Letters Columns Cartoons Totals 

Political Affairs 73{9) 41(19) 16 5(1) 5 3 {1) 144(30) 

Political and Social 
Upheavals 40(3) 12(3) 14 1(1) 3 70(7) 

Trade, Aid, Economic 
Affairs 35(3) 16(6) 3 5 2 1 62(9) 

Personalities in the 
News 33(4) 8(1) 6 4(2) 2 3(1) 56(1) 

International Crimes 17(2) 4(2) 3 1 1 26(4) 

Business, Investment 13 1 ( 1) 2 1 17(1) 

Sports 10(1) 1 2 2 15( 1) 

Music, Arts, Culture 7 2 3(1) 2 14(1) ......, 
~ 

ID111igrati on from the 
Third World 4(1) 2 2 2(1) 10(2) 

Natural Disasters 5(1) 4 9(1) 

Religion 2 2 2 6 

Mil ita rY Is sues 2 4(1) 6(1) 

Trave 1, Tourism 2 3(2) 5(2) 

Agriculture, Food 2 1 ( 1) 1 3(1) 

Health, Medicine 3 3 
Urban Problems 1 2 3 

· Population Issues 2(1) 2(1) 

Energy Issue~ 1 1 

COlllllunication and 1 (1) 1(1) Transportation 

Totals 247(24) 94(35) 54 34(9) 10 9 5 ( 1) (1) 454(70) 

(Illustrated items are 1n parentheses) 



TABLE 17b - SOURCES OF THIRD WORLD ITEMS CLASSIFIED BY TYPES OF ITEMS 
OTTA~A JOURNAL DECEMBER l-31,1976 AND JUNE l-30,1977 

News News Back- News General 
Reports grounders Briefs Features Editorials Letters Photos Columns Cartoons Totals 

AP 76 12 5 i 4 99 
Reuter 59 6 4 2 71 
CP 34 11 l 46 
Staff 14 9 l 6 10 5 45 
UPI 33 4 2 1 • 2 42 
New York Times Service 4 23 11 38 
Combination of Wires 14 1 l 2 18 
Gemini News Service 13 • 13 
Freelance, Syndicated 

Writers l 6 4 1 12 
Globe and Mail l 4 3 8 
London Observer l 3 l 5 
London Express 2 2 -....J 

Washington Star'" l l 2 <..11 

AFP 2 2 
Press Releases l 1 2 
London EconOlflist l 1 
Unnamed Sources 7 39 46 
Other l 9 10 

Total 247 94 54 34 10 9 8 5 1 462 
Proportion staff written material 10.0% 

TABLE 17c - PLACES OF ORIGIN OF THIRD WORLD COPY- Oatelines 
OTTAWA J URNAL OECE E - ! 9 N ' .. 30! 1977 

Area No. Items MOst Conman Datelines 
Europe 99 Geneva/Paris/Vienna/MOscow/London/Assen 
Canada, U.S. 81 lJrt/Wasb1ngton./O~tawa 
Asia 69 Hong Kong/Peking/New Delhi/Tokyo/Bangkok 
Africa 65 Salisbury/Nairobi/Cape Town/Johannesburg 
Latin America, Caribbean 45 Mexico City/Buenos Aires/Culiacan Mexico/Kingston 
Middle East 36 Beirut/Doha/Cairo 
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TABLE 18a - TOPICS RELATED TO THE THIRD WORLD AHO TYPES OF ITEMS 
fil>NTREAL GAZETTE OECEteER 1:31,1976 AND JUNE 1-30,1977 

News News News back- General Photos (no 
ReQorts_ Briefs grounders Features Editorials Columns article~ Cartoons Letters Totals 

Political Affairs 80(8) 37 23(16) l 6 147(24) 
Political and Social 

Upheavals 54(6) 36 l 5(l) l 106(9) 
Personalities in 

the News 2?.(4} 15(3) 3 2(1) l l (2} 47(10) 
Trade, Aid, Economic 

Affairs 19(6) 1 10(2) 4 6(2) l 47(10) 
International Crimes i8 (2) 15 :~~~ 37(4) 
Business. Investment 15(1) 5 29(5) 
Natural Disasters 4{3) 10 (1) 15(4) 
Travel, Tourism l 12(5) 13(5) 
Inmigration from the 

--..J Thinl World 8(2) 2 l 1(1} 12(3) °' 
Musi~. Arts. Culture 3 2 2 2(1) 9(1) 
Health, Medicine 2(1) 3 1 (1} 7(2) 
Sports 4 l 1 l 7 
Military Issues 3 3 1(1) .. 7(1) 
Religion 3 i 2 6 
Energy Issues 3 2 5 
Agri cu 1 ture, Food. 2 2 ( 1) 5(i) 
Population Issues l 2(1) ., 3( l) 
Women's Issues 2 1 3 
Urban Problems 2 2 
Scientific Research l 1 
Ccmnunication and 

Transportation l 1 
EnviroflTlental Issues 1 l 
Totals 242(33) 14(( 3) 75(29) 18(l) 13 10(3) (4) ( l) i 510 (80) 

(Illustrated items are in parentheses) 
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TABLE 18b - SOURCES OF THIRD WORLD ITEMS CLASSIFIED BY TYPES OF ITEMS 
~NTREAL GAZETTE DECEMBER 1-3·1, l 976 AND JUNE 1-30, 1977 

News News News back- General 
Reports_ Briefs grounders Features Editorials Columns rhotos Cartoons Letters Tota ls ---

AP 62 20 12 3 16 113 
UPI 61 18 9 1 5 94 
Reuter 47 22 7 i 77 
Combination of Wires 35 3 6 1 45 
CP 24 6 3 1 34 
Staff 4 5 13 4 1 27 
Southam News Service 1 13 2 16 
Freelance, Syndicated 

Writers a 1 1 10 
Canadian Dow Jones 5 1 2 8 
AFP 1 4 5 
London Sunday Times 3 3 
Chicago Daily News 1 1 l 3 
London Economist 3 3 
Financial Time~ of Canada 3 3 ........ 

........ 
Christian Science Mon1tor - 1 2 3 
Chicago Sun-Times l 1 2 
Toronto Star Syndicate l 1 
Vancouver Province 1 1 
London Telegraph l 1 
London-Daily [xpress 1 1 
Unnamed Sources 5 72 1 l 79 
Other 1 1 1 3 

Total 242 146 75 le 13 10 26 1 1 532 

Proportion staff written material 5.2% 



TABLE 18c - fLACES OF ORIGIN OF THIR) Wl[ID COPY (Datelines) 
f«>NTREAL GAZETTE DECEMBER l < l ,J 976_ AND JUNE 1-30, 1977 

Area 

Europe 
Africa 
Asia 
Latin America, 

Caribbean 
Canada, U.S. 
Middle East 
Australia, 

South Pacific 

No. Items 

92 

85 

69 

68 
67 
63 

3 

Most Conwnon Datelines 

Geneva/London/Moscow/Rome/Vienna/Paris/Assen 
Johan~sburg/Cape Town/Salisbury/Nairobi/Addis Ababa 
Hong Kong/ New O"elhi/Bankok/Manila/Tokyo/Peking 

Mexico City/Buenos Aires/Kingston/Havana/Rio/Guatemala 
UN/Ottawa/Washington/Vancouver 
Beirut/Cairo/Tel Aviv/Damascus/Doha/Jerusalem 



TABLE 19a - TOPICS RELATED TO THE THIRD WORLD AND TYPES OF ITEMS 
LE DEVOIR DECEMBER 1-31,1976 AND JUNE 1-30,1977 

News News News General Photos 
~eports Backgrounders Briefs Features Columns {No article) Editorials Letters Totals 

Political Affairs 87(5) 21 (3) 6 3 8 (-1) 126(8) 
Political and Social 

Upheavals 47(3) 12(2) 7 (2) 68(7) 
Trade, Aid, Economic 

Affairs 15 5 11 4(2) 1 1 37(2) 
Personalities in 

the News 14( 1) 1 4 2 1 25( 4) 
International Crimes 13( 1) 3 16(1) 
Agriculture, Food 3 3 1 7 
Sports 5 1 1 7 
Religion 2 2 1 2(1) 7(1) 
Business, Investment 4 2 6 
l11111igration from the 

Third World 2 2(1) 1 1 6(1) 
Natural Disasters 3 1 ( 1) 5(1) '-I 

l.O 
·Military Issues 4 1 5 
Travel, Tourism 4(4} 4(4) 
Health, Medicine 2 1 3 
Scientific Research 2 { 1) 3(1) 
Music, Arts, Culture 2(1) 1 3(1) 
Urban Problems 1 1 2 
Women's Issues 1 1 2 
Envirol'lllental Issues 1 1 

Totals 202(10) 44(6) 43 22{8} 12 (8) 1 333(32) 

(Illustrated items are in parentheses) 



TABLE l9b - SOURCES OF THIRD WORLD ITEMS CLASSIFIED BY TYPES OF ITEMS 
LE DEVOIR DECEMBER 1-31 21976 AND JUNE 1-30,1977 

News News News General 
Re~orts Backgrounders Briefs Photos Features Columns Editorials Letters Totals 

Combination of Wires 
(mostly AFP and Reuter) 80 25 2 107 
AFP 60 7 20 1 88 
Reuter 49 3 9 2 63 
AP 5 6 24 1 36 
Staff 2 3 1 9 12 l 28 
Freelance, Special 

Correspondents 4 9 13 
CP 5 1 l 3 10 
Le Monde i l 
Unnamed Sources 4 4 
Other . 1 

Totals 202 44 43 _27 22 12 l l 352 

Proportion staff written material 8.6% 

TABLE 19c - PLACES OF ORIGlN OF THIRD WORLD COPY {Datelines} 
LE DEVOIR DECEMBER 1-31,1976 AND.JUNE 1-30,1977 

Area 

Europe 
Africa 
Canada, U.S. 
Latin America, 

Caribbean 
Middle East 
Asia 

No. Items 

74 
56 
45 

44 
40 
34 

Most Conman Datelines 

Geneva/London/Paris/Assen/Moscow 
Nairobi/cape Town/Salisbury/Johannesburg/Algiers/Libreville 
Washington/Ottawa/New York/UN/Montreal 

Buenos Aires/Mexico City/Havana/Kingston/Santiago/Brasilia 
Damascus/Beirut/Doha/Jerusalem/Cairo/Kuwait 
Pekinq/Baogk~k/New Delhi1Ankar~/Tehran/Manila 

ex> 
C> 



TABLE 20a - TOPICS RELATED TO THE THIRD WORLD AND TYPES OF ITEMS 
FREDERICTON GLEANER DECEMBER 1-31,1976 AND JUNE 1-30,1977 

News News back- General News Photos (No 
Reports grounders Features Briefs article} Cartoons Editorials Columns Letters Totals 

Political Affairs 45(4) 12(2) 2 3 (3) 2 68(9) 
Political and Social 

Upheavals 21(1) 10(2) 2 (3) (2) 1 39(8) 
Personalities in the 

News 14(3) 4(1) 3(1) 3 (4) ( 1) 1 30(10) 
Trade, Aid, Economic 

Affairs 12 4(1) 3 1 ( 1) (2) 1 , 25(4) I 

International Crimes 13( 1) 4 1 2 (2) 22(3) 
IITflligration from the 

Third World 3 1 1 1 6 
Music, Arts, Culture 1 5 6 
Sports 3 1 1 5 
Natural Disasters 1 2 ( 1) 4( 1) 
Agriculture, Food 1 2 1 4 
Energy Issues 1 1 1 3 CX> 

3(1) 
__, 

Urban Problems 2 ( 1) 
Business, Investment 2 2 
Travel , Tour1 sm 1 1 2 
Military Issues 2 2 
Religion. 1 1 
Women's Issues 1 1 
CCJ1111Unication and 

Transportation 1 1 
Envi ronmenta 1 Issues 1 1 
Totals 118(9) 37(6) 23(1) 17 (12) ( 8) 5 2 2 224(36) 

(Illustrated items are in parentheses) 



TABLE 20b - SOURCES O~ THIRD WORLD ITEMS CLASSIFIED BY TYPES OF ITEMS 
FREDERICTON GLEANER DECEMBER l-31,1976 AND JUNE 1-30,1977 

News News back- General News 
Re~orts grounders Features Photos Briefs Cartoons Editorials Columns Letters Totals 

AP 61 7 5 7 
Reuter 25 4 11 9 
CP 28 5 4 1 
Freelance, Syndicated 

Writers 14 2 2 1 
UPI i 2 14 
Staff 2 1 2 5 
Christian Science 

Monitor 4 
AP/CP l 
AFP 1 
CIPO 1 
Toronto Star 1 
Copley Newspapers 1 
Unnamed Sources 6 4 
Other 2 
Totals 118 37 23 20 17 9 5 2 2 

Proportion staff written material 4.0% 

TABLE 20c - PLACES OF ORIGIN OF THIRD WORLD COPY (Datelines) 
FREDERICTON GLEANER DECEMBER 1-31,1976 AHO JUNE 1-30,1977 

Area 
Canada, U.S. 
Europe 
Asia 
Africa 
Latin America, Caribbean 
Middle East 

No. Items 
45 
40 
31 
28 
27 
18 

Most Conmon Datelines 
Washington/UN/Ottawa 
Geneva/London/Assen 
Tokyo/Hong Kong/New Delhi/Peking/Ankara/Singapore 
Johannesburg/Salisbury/Oar es Salaam/Nairobi 
Mexico City/Buenos Aires/Havana/Kingston/Rio 
Beirut/Doha/Kuwait 

80 
49 
38 

19 
17 
10 

4 
1 
l 
l 
1 
l 

10 
2 

233 

00 
N 



TABLE 2la - TOPICS RELATED TO THE THIRD WORLD AND TYPES OF ITEMS 
WESTERN PRODUCER - JULY 1976 - JUNE 1977 

News News General News back- Photos No) 
Briefs Reports -- Features grounders Editorials Letters Colunms article) Cartoons Totals 

Trade, Aid, Economic 
Affairs 47 72(1) 13(3) 10(1) 5 3 5 (2) 157 ( 7) 

Political Affairs 53 13 1(1) 3 l l (1) (1) 74( 3) 
Political and Social 

Upheavals 47 9 1(1) 4(2) 1 5 (2) 69(5) 
Agriculture, Food 9 40 6 7 3 l 66 
Natural Disasters 11 8 l 20 
Personalities in the 

News 10(1) 4(1) 2(2) 1 1 (2) 20(6) 
Scientific Research 6 3(1) l l 0( l) 
Military Issues 7 l (l) 8(1) 
Business, Investment 3 2 2 7 
Travel. Tourism 6(1) 6( l) co 

w 
International Crimes 3 l 1 5 
Population Issues l 1 2 5 
Urban Problems 2 (2) 4(2) 
Sports l 1 1 l 4 
Environmental Issues 2 l(l) l 4(1) 
Energy Issues l l(l) 1 3(1) 
Conmuqication and 

1(1) 3( 1) Transportation l l 
Religion l l 
Music, Arts, Culture l l 

TotalS 192(1) 158(2} 40(12) 33(4) 15 11 8 (7) (3) 467(29) 

(Illustrated items are in parentheses) 



TABLE 21b - SOURCES OF THIRD WORLD ITEMS CLASSIFIED BY TYPES -OF ITEMS 
WESTERN PRODUCER - JULY 1976 - JUNE 1977 

Hews News General News 
Briefs Re~rts Features Backgrounders Editorials Letters Photos Columns Cartoons Totals 

Reuter 178 
Staff 1 
Christian Science 

Monitor 
Freelance, Syndicated 

Writers, 
CIDA 2 
IDRC 1 
London News Service 
Bel"lll.lda News Service 
CP Afr 
Unnamed Sources 10 
Other 

Totals 192 

Proportion staff written material 

TABLE 2lc 

Area 
Canada, US 
Asia 
Europe· 

-

Latin America, Caribbean 
Africa 
Middle East 
Australia, South Pacific 

121 
9 

2 

l 
4 
6 

15 

158 

10.6S 

17 

14 

3 
2 

l 
2 

1 

40 

No. Items 
98 
94 
61 
51 
49 
25 
3 

8 
12 4 

24 l 

3 

l 

l 
l 2 

11 

l3 15 11 9 

Most Connon Datelines 
Washington/UN/Ottawa/Ames, Iowa 

7 

1 

8 

New Delhi/Jakarta/Singapore/Hong Kong/Manila/Peking 
Paris/London/Rome/Geneva 
Buenos Aires/Havana/Rio/Mexico City/Lima/Kingston 
Johafl!les&urg/Salisbury/Nairobi/Lusaka 
Tel Aviv/Beirut/Cairo 

307 
50 

41 

3 11 
8 
7 
2 
2 
l 

29 
11 

3 469 co 
+>-



TABLE 22a· - TOPICS RELATED TO THE THIRD \.iORLO AND TYPES OF ITEMS 
FINANCIAL POST - JULY i975 - JUNE 1977 

News General News News 
Backgrounders Features Briefs Reparts Editori a 1 s Columns Cartoons Letters Totals 

Trade, Aid, Econcxnic 
Affairs 22(8) 14(11) 11 10 4 2 { l) 1 65(20) 

Business, Investment 15(7) 9(4) 9 9 42(11) 
Travel, Tourism 1 21(16) 9 1 32(16) 
Political Affairs 12(7) 1 (1) 15(8} 
Urban Problems 2( 1) 2(1) 
Religion 2(2) 2(2) 
Military Issues 1 (1) 1 (1) 2(2) 
Agriculture, Food 1( 1) l{ 1) 
Population Issues 1 1 

CXl 

Scientific Research 1 1 (.J'1 

Sports 1 1 
fiklsic, Arts, Culture 1 1 
Corrmunication and 

Transportation 1 1 
Envi ronmenta 1 Issues 1 1 

Totals 55(26) 47(33) 31 22 5 4 (2) 167(61) 

{Illustrated items are in parentheses) 



TABLE 22b - SOURCES OF THIRD WORLD ITEMS CLASSIFIED BY TYPES OF ITEMS 
FINANCIAL POST - JULY 1976 - JUNE 1977 

News General News News 
Backgrounders Features Briefs Reports Editorials Columns Cartoons Letters Totals 

Freelance, Syndicated 
Writers 

Staff 
Financial Times 

News Features (London) 
Unnamed Sources 
Other 

Totals 

34 

21 

55 

43 

1 

1 

2 

47 

Proportion staff written material 22.0S 

31 

31 

5 
8 

9 

22 

5 

5 

3 

1 

4 

2 

2 

l 

1 

87 

36 

1 

42 

l 

167 

TABLE 22c - PLACES OF ORIGIN Of THIRD 'i>RLD COPY (Datelines) 
FINANCIAL POST -- JULY 1976 - JUNE 1977 

Area 
Latin America, Caribbean 
Canada. U. S . 
Asia 
Africa 
Middle East 
Europe 
Australia, South Pacific 

No. Items 
44 

24 
11 

5 

5 

3 

3 

Most Co111non Date 1 i nes 
Mexico City/Rio/Port of Spain/Buenos Aires/Kingston 
Ottawa/Washington/Toronto 
Taipei /Manila 

00 
O"I 



TABLE 23a - TOPICS RELATED TO THE THIRD WORLD AND TYPES OF ITEMS 
SMITHS FALLS RECORD NEWS - JULY 1976 - JUNE 1977 

General Photos News News News 
Features Editorials {No article} Columns Re~orts Briefs Backgrounders Totals 

Trade, Aid, Economic 
Affairs 3(1) l ( 1) l l l 8(2) 

Agriculture, Food 1 2 3 

Personalities in the 
News (2) 2(2} 

Travel, Tourism 2 2 

Political and Social 
Upheaval l l 

Health, Medicine l 1 co 
E nv i ronmenta l Issues l l ........ 

Totals 6( 1) 4 (3) 2 l l l 18(4) 

(Illustrated items are in parentheses) 



TABLE 23b - SOURCES OF THIRD WORLD ITEMS CLASSIFIED BY TYPES Of ITEMS 
SMITHS FALLS RECORD NEWS - JULY 1976 - JUNE 1977 

General News News News 
Features Editorials Photos Columns Reports Briefs Backgrounders Totals 

Staff 4 1 l 6 

Contributors, Freelance 
Writers 2 1 3 

CIDA 2 1 3 

Unitarian Service 
Coom1ssion 2 l 3 

United Church 1 l 

Unnamed Sources 1 - 1 2 

Totals 6 4 3 2 1 1 1 18 
CX> 
CX> 

Proportion staff written material 33.3% 



TABLE 24a - TOPICS RELATED TO THE THIRD \«lRLD AND TYPES OF ITEMS 
CANADIAN CHURCHMAN - JULY/AUGUST 1976 - JUNE 1977 

News General News Back- Photos {No News 
ReEorts Features grounders Letters article} Briefs Editorials Cartoons Totals 

Political and Social 
Upheaval 7(3) 7(5) 16 (2) 1 1 34(10} 

Religion 11 (3) 11(10) 2(2) (4) 5 l 34(19) 
Political Affa1rs 3(3) 5(4) ( 1) 2 3 ( 1) 15(9) 

Trade, Aid, Economic 
Affairs 2(1) 5(5) 4(3) 11 ( 9) 

Personalities in the 
News 2 2(2) 2 ( 1) 1 ( 1 ) 9(4) 

Business, Investment 2 1 2 1 6 

Agriculture, Food 1 1 1 (1) 3(1) 

Education 2(1) (1) 3(2) co 
\0 

Natural Disasters 1 1 2 
Urban Problems 1(1) (1) 2(2) 

Inte~national Crimes 1 l 

Travel, Tourism ( 1) 1(1) 

Music, Arts, Culture ( 1) l ( 1) 

Totals 27(7) 26(22) 20( 15) 20 ( 11) 9 6 (3) 122(58) 

(Illustrated items are in parentheses) 



TABLE 24b - SOURCES OF THIRD WORLD ITEMS CLASSIFIED BY TYPES-OF ITEMS 
CANADIAN CHURCHMAN - JULY/AUGUST 1976 - JUNE 1977 

News General News back- t4ews 
Reeorts Features grounders letters Photos Briefs 

Staff 2 12 6 

Freelance, Corresnnndents ., 8 1J ... 
World Council of "''urches 2 2 
CIDA 1 
Unnamed Sources 21 6 2 11 9 

Other 20 

Totals 27 26 20 20 11 9 

Proportion staff written material 28.41 

TABLE 24c - PLACES OF ORIGIN" OF THIRD WORLD COPY ~Datelines~ 
CANADIAN CHURCHMAN - · JULY/AUGUST 19 6 - JUNE 977 

Editorials 

5 

1 

6 

Area No. Itens Most Connon Datelines 

Canada, U.S. 26 Toronto/Washington/New York/Ottawa 
Africa 19 Johannesburg/Gamb;a/Uganda 
Europe 9 Geneva/London 
Latin America, Car;bbean 8 Buenos Aires 
Asia 4 Coloinbo 
Mi_4dle East 3 Jerusalem 

Cartoons 

3 

3 

Totals 

25 
23 
4 

1 
49 

20 

122 

\0 
0 
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TABLE 25 - NUMBER OF ISSUES OF 10 NEWSPAPERS IN WHICH AT LEAST ONE 
THIRD WORLD ITEM ~PPEARED 

Issues with at least 
DailX NewsEaEers Total No. Issues Studied one Third World Item 

December 1976 June 1977 December 1976 June 1977 

Ottawa Journal 26 26 26 26 
Saskatoon Star-Phoenix 26 26 26 26 

Montreal Gazette 26 25 26 25 
Le Devoir 26 25 25 ~5 

Fredericton· Gleaner 26 26 24 26 
Kam loops Sentinel. 26 26 22 24 

Weekly Newspapers July-Dec. 1 76 Jan.-June 177 july-Dec.'76 Jan.-June'77 

Western Producer 26 26 26 26 
Financial Post 24 26 24 25 
Smiths Falls Record News 26 26 8 6 

Other 

Canadian Churchman 5 6 5 



TABLE 26 - TOPICS RELATED TO THE THIRD WORLD AND TYPES OF ITEMS 
MACLEAN'S MAGAZINE - JANUARY TO SEPTEMBER 1978 {BIWEEKLY} AND SEPTEMBER 1978 TO JANUARY 1979 {WEEKLY} 

News Si debars, boxes Genera 1 features Letters Interviews Columns/ Totals 
Backgrounders briefs Reviews 
Before After Before After Before After Before After Before After Before After Before After 

Political affairs 9 22 6 1 1 12 29 
Personalities in the 1 11 1 4 2 1 2 3 1 7 19 

news 
Political and social 8 7 3 2 2 11 12 

upheavals 
Music, arts, culture 1 2 3 3 
International crimes 2 3 
Trade, aid, economic 2 2 2 2 

affairs 
Religion 2 3 
Travel, tourism 1 2 
Business, investlll:!nt 1 2 
Irrunigration from 1 1 
the Third World 
Health, lll:!dicine 1 1 1 

Energy issues 1 1 2 
Communications 2 2 
Agriculture, food 1 

Totals 23 47 3 16 7 7 4 4 2 3 2 2 41 79 
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TABLE 27 -

Da~lies December 1976 June 1977_ Overall 
Kamloops Sentinel 2.2% 2.2% 2.2% 
Saskatoon Star-Phoenix 5.0% 6.0% 5.5% 
Ottawa Journal 5.0% 7.3% 6.1% 
Montreal Gazette 5.9% 4.5% 5.2% 
Le Devoir 7.5% 9.0% 8.3% 
Fredericton Gleaner 4.0% 5.3% 4.n; 

Others July-Dec. 1976 Jan.-June 1977 Overall 

Canadian Churchman 10.8% 18.9% 14.01 
F1flanc1a1 Post 4.2% 4.31 4.31 
Smiths Falls Record News n/a n/a ·n/" 
Western Producer 7.7% 3.7% 5.7% 
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CHAPTER 3 - RADIO AND TELEVISION 

The electronic media have become extremely important as 

sources of information for many Canadians. Several public 

opinion surveys have shown that television is the preferred 

means by which most people get their news. And the television 

audience is vast; somewhere in the vicinity of four million 

Canadians watch an average evening news broadcast. 

Meanwhile, radio continues to have large audiences as 

well. With transistor and car radios, it is possible to 

listen at almost any time and any place. The licencing of 

many new FM radio stations in recent years has added to the 

variety in programming, although it has also increased the 

fragmentation of the listening audience. While television is 

often the most graphic and dramatic of all news media, radio 

is usually first in breaking news stories. 

These factors make it important that radio and television 

be included in a study of how the news media are covering inter­

national affairs. But there are other reasons as well. As 

noted in Chapter 2, most newspapers give top priority to coverage 

of local and regional news. There seems to be a general assumption 

that national and international news can be covered best by 

national news media. The problem is that there are very few 

national print media. The Globe and Mail claims to be a 

national newspaper, but its readership outside of Toronto is 

mainly among a few thousand opinion leaders. Magazines such 

as Maclean's, Weekend, and The Canadian qualify, but they are 

all weeklies, and only Maclean's contains news of the week. 

On a daily basis, only the major radio and television networks 
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concentrate on national and international news coverage for a 

mass audience numbering in the millions. The very fact that 

some newspaper editors have "passed the buck" onto them, means 

that the networks deserve some scrutiny. 

As this study makes evident, radio and television news 

coverage is somewhat limited, both in the number of stories 

and in the depth of coverage. As a result, it is important 

to look at current affairs programming and documentaries as 

well. They provide much of the depth and backgrounding absent 

from most news reports. 

One limitation of this study is that the periods covered 

in the content analyses were perhaps too brief to give a complete 

profile of levels of news coverage. However, the study does 

provide at least an indication of how well the Third World is 

covered on Canadian radio and television. 

CBC Radio 

CBC's English-language radio services originate mainly 

from Toronto, while the French-language service is headquartered 

in Montreal. On the English-language service, the main morning 

news program, 'World at Eight', had a cumulative audience of 

1.4 million for its six editions going to 32 CBC owned and operated 

stations. The cumulative audience for the evening program 'World 

at Six' was about 750,000 at the time of this study. These 

figures do not include listeners to privately-owned radio stations 

receiving the CBC news. 

Altogether, CBC Radio produces 35 editions of the news daily, 

Monday to Friday, totalling six hours and nine minutes in all. 

On Saturdays, including the program 'The House', Radio News 

produces 36 editions, totalling seven hours and 37 minutes. 

On Sundays, including the program 'Sunday Magazine', it produces 
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32 editions, totalling nine hours and 13 minutes. The weekly 

output is 243 editions of news, totalling 47 hours, 35 minutes, 

and it amounts to more than 425,000 words. 

Radio News has staff foreign correspondents in Washington, 

London, Paris and Moscow, and has access to the television news 

correspondent in Africa, as well as to French network staff. 

At the time of this study, attempts were being made to put a 

staff correspondent into Peking as well. In addition, Radio 

News uses free lancers based in Europe, southern Africa, the 

Middle East, Latin America, the Caribbean, Asia and Australia. 

Most of them also work for newspapers. Reports from eight or 

nine of them are used quite regularly. CBC also has access to 

BBC correspondents, but uses them less now than in the past. 

The editors feel there are now very few places in the world 

where they could not come up with someone in their own network 

to cover an event. 

CBC attempts to recruit as correspondents Canadians or 

people who are knowledgeable about Canada. One of the jobs 

of staff correspondents is to be on the lookout for new free 

lancers. The free lancers are briefed on the types of news to 

look for. About once a year, each free lancer visits Toronto 

to brief the senior assignment editor on what is happening in 

his part of the world. The assignment editor relies mainly on 

newspapers and wire services to keep up to date on what is 

happening and to check facts. The senior editors also have a 

regular weekly bull session to review events. 

Among the problems in covering Third World countries is 

the shortage of qualified free lancers in some areas--most of 

them want to go to high-interest areas where they can earn more 
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There are also problems of red tape and poor corrmunications 

Some subjects related to the Third World, such as the 

Law of the Sea Conference, are difficult to report in a meaningful 

way. CBC is developing specialist reporters who can go anywhere 

in the world to cover major stories. So far, it has agricultural, 

industrial and science specialists. 

The analysis of coverage by the two networks shows that 

one-third of all stories during the study period were related 

to the Third World, although most were not very long (see Chart 1). 

Much of the news was generated by the signing of the Middle East 

peace treaty. 

The French service had a much smaller proportion of Third 

World coverage, both in the number of stories and in the amount 

of time (see chart2). One possible reason is that the Canadian federal 

election was announced during the time that the French service was being 

monitored, and election coverage may have eaten into time normally 

given to non-Canadian news. Without election coverage, the 

Canadian domestic share of the total would amount to about 50 

per cent for both the number of stories and amount of time. 

The French newscast, like the English, lasted for about 

30 minutes each evening. But only the first 15 minutes were 

devoted to news reports, while the last segment was made up of 

three commentaries or press reviews, each one lasting about five 

minutes. During the four days of the study, there was one 

commentary and two press reviews of the Middle East peace treaty. 

Although the French service had only half as much time as 

the English service for news reports, it used between 11 and 

14 items per day, compared with 13-18 items per day on the English 

service. Thus, the French-language news reports tended to be 

much shorter than the English-language reports. 
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CHART 1. Classification of stories, 4 days in March 1979, 
CBC English Radio News 11 Worl d at Six. 11 
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CHART 2. Classification of stories, 4 days in March-April 1979, 
CBC French Radio News. 
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The discrepancies in proportions of coverage shown on 

the charts may not he too significant. The figures can be 

compared with those in a study conducted by Arthur Siegel of 

York University for the Canadian Radio-Television and Telecommun­

ications Commission (CRTC). In an analysis done on the same 

10 days in May 1977, he found international coverage outside 

of the United States totalled 11.4 per cent of all stories 

and 10.6 per cent of time on English radio. On French radio, 

it was 18.4 per cent of all stories and 10.l per cent of time. 

It appears that the amount of time devoted to international 

coverage can fluctuate considerably from day to day, depending 

on the major news events. 

The most noteworthy point is that. even with a full half­

hour of news coverage, the CBC has less than 20 news items 

and just over 4,000 words - the equivalent of two or three 

pages in a daily newspaper. 

CKO Radio 

CKO, the only all-news radio network in Canada, first 

came on the air in July 1977. It has been criticized, particularly 

by other members of the news media, for not achieving sufficiently 

high standards of quality in its broadcasting, and for departing 

increasingly from an all-news format. Network management maintains 

that quality is improving, and that. programs such as phone-in 

shows and sportscasts have news value. 

At the time of this study, CKO had six stations with local 

studio facilities--in Ottawa (where network news originates), 

Toronto, Montreal, Edmonton, Calgary and Vancouver--and a 

repeater station in London, Ont. It was planning to add stations 

in Regina, Winnipeg, Saint John, N.B., Halifax, and St. John's, 

Nfld. by 1981. All stations except the one in Montreal are on 
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the FM band, which some observers found rather surprising for 

an all-news operation. But the network news editor argues that 

FM radio is increasingly popular--87 per cent of the population 

in the Ottawa area had FM sets in 1977. He maintains that 

listeners find it easy to switch from a mostly music FM station 

to CKO to get news, weather and other information. In the 

United States, where there are 82 all-news radio stations, 

listeners tend to tune in three times a day--in the morning, 

at noon, and in the evening. CKO listeners have the network 

tuned in for an average of four hours a week. And the management 

claims the audience is growing--CKO's Toronto audience jumped 

from 60,000 to 262,000 in about one year. 

The basic format is an hourly 'news wheel' (see Chart 3), 

which breaks the hour into relatively brief segments--rarely 

longer than five minutes. On the day CKO was monitored for 

this study--from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.--there were only three lengthy 

items, a news feature lasting 13 minutes, a special report 

lasting five minutes, and a~ interview lasting seven minutes. 

Actual national and international news time, including those three 

items, in the 12 hour period, was three hours, 46 minutes. During 

the rest of the time, there were local reports, sports, weather, 

commercials, a two-hour phone-in show, and a 43 minute live broadcast of 

question period from the House of Commons. National and 

international headline summaries were repeated 49 times, lasting 

about two minutes each. Longer news reports were given 17 times 

and lasted about six minutes each time. There were a total of 

328 news items, so each one lasted an average of just over half 

a minute. 

In fact, one criticism of the network is that its news items 

are too brief, there is little follow-up, and there are few 
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CHART 3. Typical hourly news wheel, 
CKO Radio. 
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current affairs features. The network news editor replied that 

most items are kept under three minutes because surveys showed 

people are 'turned off' by longer items. However, there were 

longer items in the early evenings and on weekends, he said. 

For example, CKO had used a 14-minute piece on Idi Amin. 

The network does not stick too rigidly to its 'news wheel', 

giving it the freedom to give live coverage of breaking news 

stories. It was the only Canadian network that carried the 

Middle East peace treaty signing live. Also, it went live from 

Three Mile Island, Pennsylvania, for 45 minutes during the 

nuclear accident there. 

The network has no foreign correspondents, claiming the 

cost--about $70,000 for one correspondent per year--is too 

high. It relies heavily on ABC and BBC for its international 

coverage, and also receives AP voice and wire services, Reuter 

wire, UPI wire, Voice of America, Christian Science Monitor, 

British Information Service, Broadcast News, and the CP wire. 

It carries about 200 voice reports per day, and about 65 per 

cent are international. The purchase of services accounts for 

about 25 per cent of all news costs. Some staff members have 

gone to Europe and the Middle East, either to cover conferences 

or on junkets. 

CBC Radio Current Affairs 

Two of the leading current affairs programs on CBC radio 

are 'Sunday Morning' and 'As It Happens'. 'Sunday Morning' 

is three hours long, once a week, while 'As It Happens' is a 

l!-hour program Monday to Friday. Both programs have a 

significant amount of international content--including items 

from the Third World--and both tend to cover stories that are 

not necessarily prominent in the news. 
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'Sunday Morning', in particular, gives extensive and 

comprehensive coverage to international affairs. It was claimed 

by the staff that about 60 per cent of the material is international. 

This study showed that, including U.S. coverage and coverage 

under the 'Canada-International' category, 60 per cent is almost 

the exact proportion of international coverage (see Chart 5). 

It is no accident. The executive producer, Mark Starowicz, 

made a very conscious effort to emphasize international affairs 

in the program, claiming a "phenomenal hunger for international 

coverage'' by the audience. This assertion was based in part on 

a survey of CBC radio listeners. A questionnaire was sent to 

1,532 people who had written to CBC at some time in the past, 

and 800 replied. National and international news ranked at 

the very top among 20 program categories for heavy and medium 

CBC listeners, with 'enjoyment indices' of 84 and 81, respectively. 

These are considered to be very high. Among light CBC listeners, 

national and international news ranked a close second, with an 

'enjoyment index' of 77, behind local news and weather, and 

well above any other program category. 

Another indicator of interest is the size of the audience. 

At the time of this study, the program was heard on 28 CBC owned 

and operated stations and over 100 affiliated stations, with 

a total cumulative audience of 1.5 million. The International 

Review, which is the last half-hour segment of the program, had 

an audience of 630,000, and the audience in the third hour of 

the program was growing more rapidly than the audience for the 

first two hours. 

According to Mr. Starowicz, the market for international 

coverage was left to 'Sunday Morning' almost by default. The 
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CHART 5. Cl ass i fi ca ti on of stories, CBC 11 Sunday Marni ng, 11 

March 18-April 8, 1979, 4 days. 
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program tries to serve, in a sense, as a substitute for a 

national Sunday newspaper--there are none in Canada. He claimed 

print media were doing little and international coverage on 

television was weak, partly because of the high costs involved. 

On the first hour of 'Sunday Morning', there is usually 

in-depth analysis of some of the major news events of the week. 

The executive producer said the lead item was an international 

story about 50 per cent of the time. In the four programs studied 

here, during the federal election campaign, the Middle East 

peace settlement was the lead item twice and received extensive 

coverage both times. The nuclear accident in Pennsylvania was 

the lead item in the third program, and a domestic Canadian 

issue led off the fourth program. On the last two programs, 

the war in Uganda was the second major item. 

The second hour of the program usually had news features-­

each one the equivalent of a full-length magazine article. 

Rather than having panel discussions or interviewing academics, 

'Sunday Morning' tends to do documentaries in the field. They 

started by doing documentaries of about 30 minutes, then went 

all the way to one hour--something few other programs would 

dare. In the study period, 'Sunday Morning' had an hour-long 

documentary on the rise of Islam. Half of it was from Iran 

and the other half was from Pakistan. 

In the third hour, the International Review usually 

included four items, each lasting between five and 10 minutes. 

The Third World was well represented, with coverage of issues 

in Iran, Grenada, South Africa, Yemen, Uganda, the Middle East, 

Pakistan and China during the study period. 
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The program had a foreign editor and staffers based in 

London, New York, Washington and Paris, as well as a network 

of about 100 free lance correspondents. Half of them also 

contributed to 'As It Happens'. About 30 per cent of the 

correspondents were British; there were no Canadians. This 

free lance network was more extensive than that of CBC news. 

Unlike 'As It Happens', 'Sunday Morning' does documentaries, 

so it must recruit people who are capable of doing extensive 

pieces of journalism. Staffers are sent out to do some major 

stories. In Third World countries, the major problems are 

accreditation and bureaucratic red tape. 

'As It Happens' has been one of the most popular CBC radio 

programs for more than a decade. In the Toronto area, it out­

draws CHUM, one of the leading radio stations aimed at young 

people. It's format has been to have an interviewer talk to 

a wide variety of major newsmakers, as well as offbeat characters 

by telephone. Normally, there are about 12 items in a program, 

with each one lasting 5-10 minutes. It has a larger proportion 

of material from the United States than many other programs, and 

international material from outside North America occupied about 

a quarter of the time (Chart 6). 

In general, 'As It Happens' followed the major news stories 

in its international coverage, with items on the Middle East 

peace treaty, Iran, Uganda, and Nicaragua during the study period. 

It also tackeled the difficult subject of the GATT international 

trade negotiations. 
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CHART 6. Classification of stories, CBC 11 As It Happens," 
March 19-22, 1979, 4 days. 
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CBC Television 

As is shown in Charts 7 and 8, CBC television news is 

heavily dominated by domestic Canadian news. This is particularly 

true on the French network, where there is a substantial amount 

of news about Quebec. The figures may have been distorted 

somewhat, especially on the French network, by the fact that 

the federal election campaign was in progress while this survey 

was carried out. Election items accounted for about 10 per 

cent of the time on the English network. On the French network, 

they accounted for about 20 per cent of all items and 30 per 

cent of all time on the newscasts. Chart 8 also shows that 

many international items on the French network were very brief, 

and international coverage accounted for little of the total 

newscast time. 

However, there is some evidence that domestic Canadian 

coverage predominates at other times as well. A check of the 

Siegel study done in 1977 shows that domestic Canadian coverage 

accounted for 66.9 per cent of all stories and 74 per cent of 

all time on the English network, and 71.2 per cent of all stories 

and 82.5 per cent of all time on the French network. 

Coverage of the Third World received little time on the 

newscasts during the period of this study. 'The National' 

devoted about half of the time on an extended newscast to the 

Middle East peace treaty on the day that it was signed. On 

the other three days the newscast was monitored, however, there 

were only one or two Third World news items per newscast, and 

they lasted a total of from two to five minutes in a 25-minute 

newscast. 
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1 Le Telejournal 1 was not monitored on the night of the 

treaty signing, but in the four newscasts that were studied, 

the first 15 minutes were almost exclusively domestic Canadian 

news each time. The only exceptions were brief two-minute 

reports of the Pennsylvania nuclear accident in two of the newscasts. 

Most international coverage was mixed in with other Canadian 

news during the last 10 minutes of the newscasts. 

While it is certainly true that national news is the top 

priority for CBC television, one also suspects that one reason 

for the overwhelming preponderance of national news is because 

it is cheaper and easier to get--especially during an election 

campaign when everything is 11 laid on 11 by the political parties. 

A large amount of CBC news originates from just a few places. 

According to the Siegel study, 73 per cent of the news disseminated 

by CBC radio and television originated in just four cities-­

Ottawa, Quebec City, Montreal and Toronto. 

There is no doubt that cost is a limiting factor in foreign 

coverage. The CBC television chief news editor estimated that 

it would cost at least $150,000 a year to operate the average 

bureau--and it would cost much more in Africa. War zone insurance 

is also expensive. A television bureau requires a correspondent, 

a cameraman and possibly a sound man as well, making it much 

more expensive than operating a radio bureau, which costs more 

than a newspaper bureau. 

The English network had bureaus in London, Paris, Johannesburg, 

and Washington at the time of this study. The Hong Kong post was 

vacant, but the network was.in the process of opening a bureau 

in Peking, together with the French network. Radio-Canada had 

bureaus in London, Paris, Washington and Brussels, and at one 
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time, the two networks shared a bureau in South America. Television 

also made use of a radio correspondent in Moscow. 

Increasingly, CBC is doing 11 hit and run 11 reporting, flying 

a reporter into a location for anywhere from a week to a month 

to cover events. They realize this is not ideal coverage, but 

feel it is better than nothing. At one time, the CBC relied 

heavily on U.S. networks, getting about 70 per cent of its 

foreign items from them. Now, it has links with CBC and NBC, 

which supply about 20 per cent of its foreign material. It is 

a member of Visnews, a British-based, world-wide television 

news operation, in which most Third World countries are linked. 

Film is flown to London, processed, then sent out on a daily 

10-minute satellite feed with about eight items. CBC uses an 

average of about three Visnews items per day on its newscasts. 

'The National 1 the major daily production of CBC English 

television news, had an average audience of 1.5 million viewers 

per evening during the time of this study. In addition to 

'The National', the television news staff produces the Saturday 

and Sunday news, news bulletins, a review of the week in Parliament, 

and the program 1 Newsmagazine 1
, which has some 40-45 minute news 

specials. Few of them are foreign stories, mainly because of 

the high cost. 

The main current affairs program on CBC television is the 

weekly 'Fifth Estate'. According to its senior producer, Ron 

Haggert, about half of all news stories are mandatory, leaving 

the news staff with little flexibility. In current affairs 

programming, the journalist is much more influential, and there 

are no mandatory stories. 
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There are four main criteria used in selecting stories 

for 'Fifth Estate': the story must be interesting for a large 

audience; costs must be held down; there must be a good mix of 

items in terms of subject matter, geographic area and interest; 

and the material must be filmable. The hour-long program has 

three hosts and each handles one item lasting about 18 minutes. 

The classic mix of items is: expos~, light relief, and 'meet 

an interesting person', although this formula is often violated. 

There are about 25 programs per season. Since its first 

season, 1975-76, 'Fifth Estate' has done many international stories, 

including interviews with Indira Gandhi and with the Shah of 

Iran, a story on South Vietnam, another on new oil wealth in 

Abu Bhabi, an interview with mercenaries going to Africa to fight, 

and an hour-long documentary on CIDA. 

Partly because of the cost--one item can cost anywhere from 

$5,000 to $100,000 in addition, to salaries--international 

coverage is dropping. The staff makes a trip to Europe during 

the summer to gather material for the next season. On any over­

seas trip, they try to get material for several items on the 

program. 

The audience for the program in 1978-79 averaged 1.4 million, 

an increase over the previous season. Audiences ranged from 

800,000 up to 2.4 million. On CBC's 'enjoyment index', the 

program often scores around 80. Interestingly, some of the most 

popular programs were ones that dealt with very complex issues. 
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CHART 7. C1assification of stories, CBC English Television, 
"The Nati ona 1 , " March 19-26, 1979, 4 days. 
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CHART 8. Cl assi fi cation of storfes, CBC French Television, 
11 Le Telejournal," March 22-April 2, 1979, 4 days. 
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CTV 

The order of priorities in news coverage at CTV is, Canada 

first, then North America, then Europe, then the Third World. 

During this study period, the Third World ranked higher than 

either Europe or the Untied States in coverage (see Chart 9). 

Overall, CTV news gave heavy emphasis to domestic Canadian news, 

but not as much as CBC. In fact, a high proportion of the 

Canadian news was on the federal election campaign--about half 

of all stories and two-thirds of the time--so international 

coverage may normally take a somewhat higher percentage of all 

coverage, andamuch higher share than on the CBC. 

One interesting comparison between the two networks is 

their coverage on March 26, 1979, the day the federal election 

was announced and the Middle East peace treaty was signed. CBC 

led off with 11 minutes of election coverage, then had 18 minutes 

of coverage of the peace treaty. Following the regular newscast, 

there was an election special report, lasting about 25 minutes. 

CTV led off with nine minutes on the election and followed with 

16 minutes on the peace treaty. Later in the newscast, there 

was also a six-minute background pfece on the Middle East 

situation, but no more on the election. In following days, 

however, election coverage increased substantially, and there 

was much less international coverage. 

The differences in coverage on March 26 could be interpreted 

in two ways. Either CBC was able to respond more quickly to 

fast-breaking news--the election announcement--with comprehensive 

coverage, or it was the judgement of CTV editors that the peace 

treaty was the most significant story of the day and thus deserved 

more coverage than the election announcement. 
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In fact, although CTV did have a higher proportion of 

international coverage during the study period than did the 

CBC, it did not have as large a staff outside Canada. It had 

one bureau in London, with two reporters and two cameramen covering 

Europe, the Middle East and Africa, and a bureau in Washington 

for coverage of the United States. It also decided to add one 

foreign bureau, and chose Peking over Africa. The Peking bureau, 

which initially was to provide only voice reports from one 

reporter, probably will not supply much hard news--it is more 

of a prestige posting. It was decided that someone could be 

flown in to cover breaking stories in Africa. CTV has no one 

in South America, and almost no news comes from there. 

The network has stringers around the world who alert 1t to 

news events and do the initial research. The network then decides 

whether to send a staff reporter. It also makes use of inter­

national material from NBC, ABC, UPI Television News, BBC, 

ITN (Independent Television News in Britain) and Visnews. 

At CTV news, there appears to be a declining interest in 

covering international events with its own staff. Part of the 

problem is cost--it was estimated that it would cost $250,000 

to put a reporter and cameraman in a foreign posting for one 

year. This, combined with the feeling that audience interest 

in foreign news is declining, has led to the drop in coverage. 

There is also a feeling that CTV could not possibly compete 

with the major U.S. networks in their internati.onal coverage. 

One intriguing suggestion made by Don Cameron, a senior CTV news 

executive, after working together with CBC and Global Television 

in producing the election debate by the three federal political 

party leaders, was that the networks should pool their resources, 
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creating two new networks--one specializing in news and current 

affairs, and the other specializing in entertainment. That would 

be the only way, he said, that a Canadian network could afford 

a newsgathering operation on a par with the U.S. networks. 

However, that would create a news monopoly that many would find 

unacceptable. 

The major current affairs program of CTV is 'W-5 1
• In 

1978-79, its audience averaged 1.2 million and went as high as 

two million for some programs. A one-hour program, it normally 

had three items, each with a different host, and a feature about 

personalities from the past, called "Where are they now?" Normally, 

the three major items would consist of one investigative piece, 

one foreign piece and one profile. In the four programs studied 

between March 18 and April 8, 1979, there were 16 items, including 

the "Where are they now? 11 items. They were categorized as follows: 

Canada-domestic, l; Canada-international, 4; United States, 7; 

international, 4. There were none that touched on the Third World. 

However, 'W-5 1 staff do go to Third World countries 

occasionall~ Like CBC's 'Fifth Estate', they do much of their 

travelling during the summer. One item that drew a big--and 

mixed--response from the audience, was a hard-hitting interview 

of Anglican Primate Ted Scott, attacking his support, through 

the World Council of Churches, for African guerilla movements. 

Another CTV program that has a growing audience and has 

some international coverage is the morning program 'Canada AM'. 

Its audience in 1979 was in the vicinity of 250,000 to 300,000-­

and was particularly large in hotel rooms. During the Middle 

East peace negotiations, the program originated from Israel and 

from Cairo for three days. 
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Chart 9. Classification of stories, CTY News, 
March 26-29, 1979, 4 days. 
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Global Television 

Global News was monitored in April 1979, when the federal 

election campaign was in full swing. This may be a partial 

explanation for the high proportion of domestic Canadian items 

(see Chart 10). In the newscasts studied, about 45 per cent 

of all Canadian stories and 40 per cent of the time for Canadian 

stories were devoted to election coverage. 

The news program lasts for one hour, and includes sports, 

business and weather reports, as well as commercials. The 

actual time for national and international news reports is 

generally about 28 minutes, not much longer than on the other 

networks. The maximum number of international items from outside 

North America in any single newscast was five, totalling four 

minutes. On one newscast, there were no international items. 

Global is essentially a regional television network in 

southern Ontario, although its newscasts are carried on stations 

in four major Western Canadian cities. As the smallest of 

the English-language networks, it is the least capable of 

providing foreign coverage through its own resources. At the 

time of this study, it had no foreign bureaus; it depended 

completely on ABC and ITN for international coverage. Occasionally, 

staff would cover foreign events, but it appeared to be occurring 

with less frequency. Occasionally, too, Global would use film 

provided by free lancers, and write the scripts itself. 

Senior news staff were aware of the shortcomings. It was 

felt that Global would not be seen as a genuine news service 

until it broadened its coverage of the world. There had been 

some discussion in the CRTC of removing the CBC from the 

commercial broadcasting field. If this happened, there was a 
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CHART 10. Classification of stories, Global Television News, 
April 2-5, 1979, 4 days. 
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feeling that Global would have to become a full-fledged national 

commercial network providing competition for CTV. There already 

were plans to add more independent stations as affiliates, until 

eventually there would be a coast-to-coast network for news. 

This in turn might provide the impetus for the network to expand 

its coverage into the international field. 

In addition to the news, Global also had news specials and 

documentaries. Some were on international topics, but they 

rarely involved travel outside Canada. One practice was to take, 

for example, a half-hour documentary from a U.S. network and 

build some Canadian angles around it to make an hour-long program. 

Global claims that it provides an alternative to the other 

networks in its new programming, that it offers more honesty. 

That may be so, but until it provides more comprehensive inter­

national coverage, it is not living up to its name by providing 

the needed global context to its reporting. 

TV Ontario 

TV Ontario is an educational television network operated 

by the Ontario Educational Communication Authority, a provincial 

government agency. The series 'One World' was specifically on 

Third World issues and how they were perceived in Canada. It 

was co-produced by two staff producers who had strong personal 

interests in Third World issues. One of them had produced two 

other similar series for the network, 'Third World Tapes' and 

'Africa File'. 

'One World' was a low-budget project--the entire series 

cost only $180,000 to produce. Outside funding came from CIDA 

and UNESCO. There were 13 half-hour, issue-oriented programs 

in the series. They covered the following topics: the new 
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international economic order; art and artifacts from the Third 

World; trade and tariffs; international resource cartels (such 

as OPEC); women in devleopment; food and agriculture; tourism 

in Third World countries; foreign cultural domination in Canada 

and Third World countries; transfer of appropriate technology; 

people-to people aid; news media coverage of the Third World; 

images of the Third World as seen in Canada; and transnational 

corporations operating in the Third World. 

The programs all began with a point-counterpoint debate 

between two well-known media personalities--Laurier LaPierre 

and Barbara Amiel--on the issue of the program. They were 

followed by interviews of anywhere from four to eight people 

by two hosts. The interviews were interspersed with film 

segments from various 1 ibrary stocks. 

The products were rather uneven. Some of the people inter­

viewed were very informative, while others contributed 1 ittl e 

to the topic being discussed. In general, a strong visual impact-­

the essence of television--was absent, something common to much 

of TV Ontario's discussion-type programming. However, the major 

television networks do not always make the best use of the medium 

either. 

The producers were aware of the limitations--caused mainly 

by the small budget. They were not able to do any filming in 

Third World countries, and only made two trips to do interviews-­

one to London and one to Washington. Because of tight deadlines, 

they were not always able to get the people they wanted for 

interviews. In addition, the program received little promotion, 

was in a poor time slot--10.30 p.m. on Tuesday--and the series 

beqan in January, which is mid-season. 
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In spite of the shortcomings, the series did well. Feedback 

was generally positive. The series drew audiences ranging from 

30,000--which is above average for TV Ontario--down to just under 

20,000. That was just the first exposure; videotapes of the 

programs were available for use in high school classrooms, and 

printed support material was being prepared for teachers and 

students. CBC was planning to air the series and one other 

provincial educational network was interested in purchasing it. 

Since most funding from Ontario's Ministry of Education 

is tied to curriculum, the producers were hoping that International 

Development would be designated as a course. That would give 

them scope to launch more ambitious projects. One they had in 

mind as a follow-up to 'One World' was a three-year project to 

prepare a series of programs on the scientific aspects and social 

implications of several agricultural projects (with a Canadian 

component) in Third World countries, using a format somewhat 

similar to some of the successful television science programs. 

These would be produced in the Third World. 
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CHAPTER 4 - ALTERNATIVES 

Fortunately, anyone who is keenly interested in learning 
more about international affairs, and particularly Third World 
affairs, need not rely only on radio and television, daily 

newspapers and consumer magazines. There are many Canadians 

who are actively involved in a wide range of development 
programs overseas, and many more who are committed to the task 
of helping their fellow Canadians to develop a better understanding 
of events and issues around the globe. Some of them work in 
co-operation with the news media, both in attempting to upgrade 
the quality of its coverage of international affairs, and in 
feeding information to it. Others aim their information 
directly at the general public or at specific sectors of the 
public. They operate both at the national level and at the 
local and regional levels. 

It would require a much more exhaustive report than this 

one to cover all of the individuals and groups in Canada that 

are involved in working with the news media and providing 

information on international affairs to the public.* A small 
number, representing a cross-section of these organizations, 
has been selected, and they are described briefly in this 
chapter. They can be divided into three main categories: 
journalism education programs, including journalism schools 
and other media-related training programs with an international 
focus; international research and information groups; and 
international development agencies with public information and 
international development education programs. 

*There are several fairly comprehensive listings of organizations 
in this field, including a directory of Canadian non-governmental 
organizations engaged in international development assistance, 
published by the Canadian Council for International Co-operation 
in Ottawa, and a publication entitled, "How 'you' can get involved 
in Canada", produced by CUSO, also in Ottawa. 
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JOURNALISM EDUCl•TION PROGRll.MS 
Carleton University 

126 

The Carleton School of Journalism in Ottawa has offered 

courses in international reporting for several years, under 

the direction of David Van Praagh, a professor who has had 

lengthy experience as a foreign correspondent. The courses 

are offered at three levels and have proven to be very popular. 

At the fourth-year level in the bachelors program, a 

full course in international reporting has been offered since 

1973-74. An average of 15 students per year take this course, 

and as many as 29 have enrolled in it. Several students have 

done honors research projects--extended pieces of journalism--

on international topics such as: Sino-Canadian relations, 

the CUSO-SUCO cont~oversy, international development education 

in Ottawa high schools, the Tanzania-Zambia railway, Canadian 

media coverage of China, and the UNESCO declaration on the 

mass media. 

Since 1977-78, there has been a half course in international 

reporting for students in the one-year journalism program.. J\bout 

half the students generally take the international option. There 

has also been a full course in international reporting at the 

masters level since 1975. At the time of this study, about 12 

masters theses hGd been completed at the school, and two were 

on international topics. One dealt with Canadian-Caribbean 

relations and ttie other one examined the oil industry in China. 

The main thrust in the international courees is to get 

students to understand complex issues related to the Third 

World. The intention is not to turn students into foreign 

correspondents, but to help them to become aware of international 

ramifications of events they will analyse as reporters and editors. 

scormier
Sticky Note
None set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
None set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by scormier



127 

India and China are stuciied as develOt!mrmt models, and foreign 

r.id ,;olic.i(c's of C. D1., ID,ZC and Canu '.ian non-gu11crnmt:·ntal 

org<ini z<.1 l.iuns <ir<: ex, '.i ncd. Students do c;.~ l.E; .:_; .i vc reading in 

these <1re<1s and arc brouqht into contact w-i th government and 

embnssy of J ici als in Ottawa. Most s t11dents also s ;;end one 

week at United Nutions headquarters in New York, doing intensive 

reporting assignments as accredited journalists. The Ottawa 

Journal has been publishing about three of their articles a year. 

The masters students have also gone to Washington to visit the 

U.S. State Department and the World Bank. So far, it has not 

been ,>ossible to send any students to Third World countries, 

but they are encouraged to travel abroad o.ncl to do tree lz1nce 

reportinrJ. 

University of hestern Ontario 

With financial sup~ort from CIDA, a joint program for 

international development reporting was set up in 1977 at 

the School of Journalism at the University of Western Ontario 

in London and the Secteur Journalisme et Information at Laval 

Lniversity in Uuebec City. 

i>t Western, there is a 12-month M.A. program, in which 

there arc four-month courses on the international development 

aspects of journalism. A B.A. is the minimum entrance require­

ment, but a few M.A. and Ph D graduates have also entered 

the program. Most students have not had extensive experience 

in journalism, so the program provides a general buckground 

that acquaints them with the field. About 90 per cent of the 

grauuates go directly into journalism-related jobs, and a few 

go into international development careers. 
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One option available to all students in the program has 

been a course on international reporting taught by Doug Mackenzie, 

the executive secretary of Western's Office of International 

Education. As part of the course, officials from CIDA, IDRC, 

UNDP and other development agencies have spoken to the students. 

Students in the program also attend news conferences to which 

Third World spokesmen are invited. 

Aside from its teaching functions, the program sponsors 

major conferences on Canada's relations with the Third World. 

These are essentially seminars for professional journalists, 

and bring them into contact with key people from the Third 

World and from the international development field. There 

have been seminars on world food and agriculture, the new 

international economic order, energy issues, and population. 

The program also brings journalists, teachers and admini­

strators from Third ~lorld countries to thA cam2us for seminars 

with students. .f,nother function is to send selected students 

to Third \·iorld countries on assignments. 

Lav~l University 

Laval's Faculty of Arts has offered a journalism diploma 

since 1975. 'I'he career-oriented program lasts two terms, and 

accerts both Honors B.A. graduates and people with several years 

experience in journalism or a related field. 

The international reporting course, established by former 

journalist Florian Sauvageau, forms a part of the regular 

re1,ortin9 progr<1rn. I ts objective is to improve the quality of 

re:::iorting in bi field of internatinnal news, and particularly 

intcrn~tion~l development news. The coL.rse has nroven to be 

popular. In the first year,. 46 students registered. l-1.s part 
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of the course, experienced journalists from Radio-Canada, and 

· :uebec and foreign newsp<iciers and magazines ·. i ve guest lectures 

in wbici1 c:~ varie'r of inte1 national subjects are given close 

ex. dc1in;, ti on. Several mini-conferences on a variety of topics 

have also been organized. 

Third horld Centre, Ry~rson Polytechnical Institute 

:~yerson has a journalism school and a radio and television 

school, but neitl1er offers any international reporting courses. 

However, a development journalism group has been organized by 

Maxwell Brem at Ryerson•s Third World Centre. It has up to 

20 studentrmembeLs, most them journalism students, as well as 

faculty advisors. 

The group's major project is publication of an international 

devc:lo rnent-oriented newspaper C<'illed Connections. It is 

1Jublished six times a year, with financial assistance from CIDi~ .. 

The 9roup' s only ;1ssocic1t.ion with the journalism department 

has been use of facilities such as typesetting equipment and 

light tables. "· roi1osal has been made for a works no co:;rse 

to be offered by the Third World Centre (which is to be renamed 

the International Development Centre), with students receiving 

credit for it in the journalism department. 

Connections had a print run of 10,000, with about two-thirds 

of the copies distributed to evening students at Ryerson, and 

the rer<1<dnder ma.i led to individuals and organizations with an 

interest in interndtional develo,Jment. The newspuper, which 

in its first yeai· was a 16-page tabloid, is well written and 

well designed. There is an informal educational component to 

its preparation, in that students are learning about international 

develo~ment through doing research for stories. 
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'l'he <Jroup intends to develop i:.I library and files, eventually 

bui !ding u1; a devc~lo, men t news agency-cum-inf orma ti on service. 

It has also been developing more input into its newspaper from 

sources outside tho Ryerson campus. 

Canadi<:in Daily :::; :.1ispaper Publishers l\s;.ociation 

The CDNPA, based in Toronto, is more than 60 years old. 

Initially, it emphasized national advertising and sales, but 

in the early 1970s it was restructured along the lines of a 

st.rndard newspaper, with divisions handling advertising, 

circul<; ti on, adr<iinistrat ilin, educ t:ion, research, and production. 

A full-time editorial services manager, Uick MacDonald, 

was hired in 1975. He has become involved in four main activities: 

orgclnizing regional educ. tional se~inars on su~jects such as 

news photo~raphy, newsroom management, and the press and the 

lar.·l; puLlishing a newsletter in English and French 10 times 

a year; develo11igg a library and reference centre; and conducting 

research with an edi tor ial f 1 avor. 

Le> has also orgattized tv.•o pilot projects--nnn in which a 

sen i.or c•d i tor goes to a j ournalisn: school to serve as a resource 

;_:;er;:.on for utudents, and an e;<chanqe between publisl1ers and 

journalism profes~ors. 

He has a personal interest in upgrading the quality of 

intern a ~:ional reporting. i~t one time, he atte1 .pted to organize 

a Lleminrr on international affairs together with the International 

1 ress In:>titute. Liut the Canadian branch, made up mostly of 

,.,ublishers, said it didn't sound interestin:J. ue has been involved 

i·· tLe annu<·l internc:itional development seminars at the University 

of e:;tern Ont. ri1i, <=>nd p1;t to9ether a book, entitled Petroleum 

r:inl.l i)eyond, bused on the 1.irocec:::·dinqs of one ser;1inar. He is also 

on tl1e advisory comrni ttee of the United l~ations i.ssociation. 
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I!:J 'l'ERN: .'1.'ION1,I., l~ESEi\l (Ci l ,,',JJ INFOt\.Mh'.l'lUN GRUUPS 

'rem Uay:!__!_()r 1..orld Development 

There ar0 ~robably few org~nizations in Canada that have 

a qre~citcr awareness and underst<:inding of what is happening in 

t'.1e Third horld than the churches. Most churche[; thc:t had 

foreign mission µrograms and that now support development 

1 .. rojects in the Third 1.orld, keep their own constituencies 

aware of these µrogr~ms. one major inter-church public inform~tion 

pro•1r•1m is Ten Days for i":orld Development, n nation<tl develoi ·ment 

educ• tion pro1Jra111 sponnored by the 11nglic .. m, l\oman Catholic, 

Lutheran, Presbyterian and United churches. 

It began in 1973, when church leaders spent 10 days in 

February travelling and speaking about the problems of under­

development and why the churches should be involved. ~ince 

then, it has grown into a permanent public information organi­

zation with a national office in Toronto, a national liaison 

officer in Ottawa, and 60 local committees across Canada. The 

most c· nce11tr<-tted activity is still during the 10 days in 

February, but ther0 is more in-depth work year-round by local 

commi tt' es. 

Ten Days provides information in three ways. Each year, 

it prepares a national leader's kit containing in-depth articles, 

resourcE~s, and contacts for committees. iibout 20, 000 copies 

are distributed to local committees and clergy in participating 

churches. It is also developing more audio-visual materials 

for the kit. A second approach is to bring visitors from the 

Third World who are knowledgeable about issues or areas being 

discussed. Local committees organize public events involving 
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the visitors. T.he third approach is to use the existing rnedi a. 

For exar:tple, there have been two programs on CBC's 'Man Alive•, 

dealing with issues raised bl Ten Days. Local committees also 

get together to produce regional tabloid newspapers, and are 

getting more involved in training seminars and are developing 

closer links with groups in the 'l'hird World •. 

In the earlier years, Ten Days ,dealt with general international 

development issues. Now it builds its information and education 

campaigns around particular themes and tries to draw parallels 

between Canada and the Third World. For three years ending in 

1979, it concentrated on food, and brought several well known 

ex 1 erts to Canada to speak on aspects of the subject. Beginning 

in 1980, it will focus on the theme of work, looking at inter­

n<ilionc.il uneHq >loymcnt, workinq conditions, tariff barriers to 

•cheap labor' goods from poorer countries, and other related 

topics. The new theme may also provide an opportunity to erode 

the traditional suspicion of labor unions that has existed in 

cl·urches. 

Development Educ~tion Centre 

D~~ is a non-profit, independent collective with 11 staff 

and several volunteers in Toronto. It serves as a resource 

centre, providing books, pamphlets, slide-tape shows and films 

on d v,,riety of C<.:.n.:idian and Third World issues by mail order 

~,prvice to rJr"ups and org.;1nLr,ations across Canada, incl11ding 

colleges, scllool~:, unions, film 9roups, community groups, and 

libr ries. Some of the films have been censored in their 

countries of origin, and part of the distribution revenue is 

returned to the film ruakers. In add.i ti on to the mail order 

service, there is a reference library and book shop at the 

Toronto office. 
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The collective members are also engaged in research and 

production of muterials. They h2ve produced pamphl0ts and 

slide-ta)e shows, and have established a book publishing 

cot, ,;:rny C<1 !led Betw.een the Lines, b:•'] c 1.11cr. 1·. 1 .i ti ,,., publishing 

qroup in Kitchener, Ont. At the time thir> report was written, 

they h<:·: ·;q1Jd i.sli<!ll l>ook:i <in tlie 01,.cr<1tionn of I11co, the miniTHJ 

qiant, on the soci.dization 01 doctors, and on the educational 

system in ::::~orth i"me.rica.. They h<'.d also produced a film on 

ed .. ici:Jtiun. hnother DEC project is production of a radio progrc:.m, 

culled 'From a different pers~ective', which deals with globai 

issues. It was distributed to 13 Can~dian radio strltions. The 

group is about 60 per cent self-supporting. 

grants from churches and from CIDA. 

New Internationalist 

It receives some 

The New Internationalist is an international monthly 

magazine focusing on develo~:m1ent issues. It is published 

in l\ritain by Oxf,1111 and Christian idd. It was established in 

1973 b~ sevetal former Oxford University students who formed 

an editorial collective in a town near the university. The 

m< .. g.:izinc has a world-wide circulation of more than 30,000. 

8ach issue generally concentrates on one main topic, and the 

magazine has earned a reputation for its hard-hitting and often 

controversial investigative articles. 

One of magazine's problems had been that, although it 

aspired to be truly international, it was predominantly !Jritish. 

In November 1977, it beg<..>n a unique attempt to bro;;den its 

base by adding a Canadian edito~ based in Toronto, to the 

four British members of the collective. It was also considering 
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the addition of editors in Australia and the United States. 

'I'be Can<:dian editor, ·v,ayne .c.11wood, had two primary tasks: 

to promote the magazine in Canada, increasing its subscriptions 

from le::s than 1,1100 to 1,500 in two years, and to assist in 

the editorial production of the magazine. 

The promotional work be0an well, even though only a 

linLi_ ted <:imount of time w<1s spent on it. Uy the spring of 

1979, subscrirtions were up to 3,000, and the editor was tillking 

of boostinq them to 4,500, nt which point the C.rnadian operat:ion 

would be com: 1letely self-supporting. CIDA and several non­

governmental org~nizations had provided financial sup;ort for 

the first two-year ?eriod, but it w~s not clear whether the 

support would be extended beyond 1979. 

The magazine is edited on a rotLltional basis, with two 

of the five editors teaming up to produce each issue. The 

Canodian editor must trQvel to England three times a year to 

edit the magazine, so he s~ends about one month per year at 

the • h <idquzirter.s' • lie a !so writes articles and gets other 

C;:n,,clian writen> to sub11it articles for every issue. f",mong 

the can, dian articles have been ones dealing with nuclear 

energy, the ieople's L;'ood Commission, and 'plant breeders' 

riGhts'. 

Southern Africa Research Centre 

St.11.C is a Toronto-b;,sed qrouL .. that began in the early 

1970s as a SU", .•Ort <]rOup for ):.frican liberation movements 

in 'n(jola and ;·.oza1dJique. It now concentrates on doing rrcsearch 

and L)rovicl.inc_; infor11:<1 Lion on events in .:iouthern Hfrica. 
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Most of its efforts go into production of a monthly bulletin 

called Safrican News, begun late in 1978. It has a distribution 

list of c.bout 500, including all daily newspapers, ::nd some 

individuals and org,1nizations. The bulletins cont, ins news 

b<:ickgrounders and feature articles, makin9 use of information 

sources not normully tapped by the news media, such as, for 

exalilple, the ;,frican liberation movements. There has been a 

conscious effort to keep the 'jargon' of highly politicized 

tJrc1ups cut of the reports, and to use an acceptable journ<ilistic 

writinCJ style. 

To date, the group has not been successful as a news service 

selling material to the news media, but journalists are beginning 

to use it more of ten to ~rovide background information and to 

make contacts in arranging interviews with peo1>le from southern 

In rnid-1979, two members of the group joined a 

ccntingent of. 20 Can<'1c1i:1n journalists at the Commonwealth 

conference in Zarnl.,i.:., ancl had an opportunity to hel 1 brief the 

journalists on southern i.frican issues. 'rhey also visited 

~~ngola and ~ozambique to write articles and line up new contacts 

for their service. 

Si~RC has received financial support from several churches 

and other non-governmental organizations. 

Inter Pares 

Inter Pares is a small Uttawa-based ortanization established 

in 1975. It is committed to the idea that international develop-

rnent assistance should be based on support for the efforts 

initL.ted by locdl grou1·s in 'l'hird World countries, rather t;ian 

ext• rni>lly imr)ose<l schemes that ;ire often grandiose and ill­

concei ved. It i1; in vol vea in sup,!orting local projects in 

Dan~ladesh and Africa. 
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In C<;m;,da, it has been producing m<:terial on international 

topics for radio and television. It decided to mcve into this 

field following a CRTC ruling that FM radio stations should 

become more involved in foreground programming. Since FM 

stations produce little such material themselves, it was felt 

th~t there would be a market for professionally produced feature 

material from Third World countries. 

Inter 1 .. <res lined u;1 stringers from around the world to 

send it material on tape. Most of the tapes dealt with 

:arceptions of development, rnther than on heavy analyses of 

issues. 'l1 i1e material was then put together in Ottawa studios 

into 27-28 minute program packages, and radio stations were 

rJiven the option of using the full program or taking material 

out and using it as fillers. 

aadio stations liked the material, but only about 15 of 

them bought it. In fact, FM stations have simply ignored the 

CRTC ruling, and the project has not paid for itself. There 

w.in .111;0 " 1·roblcm din q>:ttinq hiqh quality rnatori<il from the 

overseas stringers. J',s a result, Inter I' ares is now re-evaluating 

this project. Vieqm-.rhile, it now has its own s und studio, 

which is being used to do work for various org3nizations, including 

IDRC and Metres for Millions. 

~orth-South Institute 

The North-South Institute is an Ottawa-b~sed 1 think-tank 1 

est<.lJli~:;hed in 1976 to engage in public research on issues of 

reL:,\ions between t:1e industrialized n<;tions of the 'North' and 

the unJerdeveloped nations of the •south'. Its objectives are 

to collaborate with other groups in research and exchange of 

infor1t1t: ti 1 •n, to offer b.n inde endent voice on various inte .. national 
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issues, and to keep international development issues before 

the policy m<1kers and public. 

'l'he first r,ubl ished product of NSI research 1-1as C8llecl 

North-South Encounter and was released in 1977-7£!. It consisted 

of four volumes: 'The Third ~orld and Canadian Performance•; 

Third World Deficits and the Debt Crisis•; •commodity trade: 

test cdse for a new economic order•; and •world food and the 

Canadian breadba!:ket •. The first volume, which was a •report 

card' on Can2da 1 s development assistance performance, received 

consider~ble media attention. 

~ince then, N~;I hds published another annu<il review of 

Canada's performance, a book on science a!id technology for 

development, and a series of studies on industrial ~djustments. 

It also ~)ublishes several smaller research papers each year. 

The public~tions, with print runs of 2,000-4,000, go to 

universities, colleges, high sch(Jols, libraries, some bookstores, 

non-governmental rlevelo0ment organizations, development education 

groups, government departments, and businesses--especially those 

wi ti.1 investments in the] Third World. 

Journalists in the parliamentary press gallery have 

grc:.: 1ually becoi;ie aware of the institute and some of them are 

mak ins; more use of its rr·~sources. 'l'he institute also organizes 

one major confer nee a ye<•r on an intr:rnational issue and gets 

some pul ... ic exposure that way. In addition, the executive 

director and <J. few other members of the small staff travel 

ex'·· n.sively, have frequent speaking engagements, and are often 

interviewed on radio or television in communities they visit. 
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Canadian Institute of International Affairs 

'l'he CIIl> w;:;s founded more than 50 years a 10 <:.s part of a 

network of simiL~r orgr,nizations in the Commonwe<ilth. It was 

rnoclcllecc on tl·e Roy<Jl InstitL•te of lntern,d·.ion<ll ,,ffdirs c1 10 

t U.S. organizationt', ;md had two main functions: to stimulate 

informed public opinion on intcrn<itional affairs and Canada's 

role in the world; and to provide a forum for discussion and 

SU[J, 1ly the ~;ublic with informaticn on international affairs. 

The institute has 19 English-language and four French­

lan~uage branches in Canada and one branch in Kew York. Its 

national off ice is in Toronto and it has an off ice in Quebec 

City to co-or :in;ite French-language activities. The 2arliamentary 

Centre for Forc~iqn , ,ff airs and l''oreign Trade serves as its 

() t t < I \·hl () f r: j_ C e • 

Tl10 institute' s 1 iublic information progr.:im h<l:J many aspect::>. 

It arr~nges s~eakers for hundreds of branch meetings each year, 

and ~articipates in seminars on international affairs. It 

has the largest international affairs library in Canada, with 

ovt'r 2 2, 1: 00 books, ;:111d provides lendin(J and inform.' ti on 

services. It docs not conduct research itself, but it encourages 

rese;~rc, projects in Canadian foreign policy. lt organizes 

deleg~tions of members to meet counterparts in other countries 

and conducts LriefincJ tours to capital cities. 

It publishes threo periodicals. The Intern.1tional Journal 

i:3 '' ";c 1olarly journ .. l ,1uulished qu.,rterly, with a circulation 

of :i,000. Intern<1tion<-1l Canc:ida, published jointly by the CIIA 

~nd the 2arliamentary Centre, is a monthly summary of Canadian 

government Rctions 2nd positions in rela~ion to international 

scormier
Sticky Note
None set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
None set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by scormier



139 

affairs. It has 1,500 subscribers. Behind the Headlines 

contains essays on a variety of international topics and is 

distributed to the institute's 2,700 members. The Quebec 

office published the quarterly Etudes Internationales, and 

Chaix, the equivalent of Behind the Headlines. The CIIA also 

publishes books, including the Wellesley Papers, which are on 

strategic issues, and a biennial series, Canada in World Affairs. 

United Nations Association 

The UNA in Canada is a voluntary association and as such 

is not an official UN Information Centre. It does not handle 

materials from UN agencies, only publications from the General 

Assembly and the Security Council, as well as UN posters, booklets 

and flag sets. The national office in Ottawa initiates conferences 

and seminars and co-ordinates activities in 20 branches across 

Canada. The branches organize public meetings and seminars, 

show films, organize model UN assemblies in schools, and 

produce cable television programs. There is some collaboration 

between the UNA and the CIIA. 
The UNA has an infornration officer, but it has not had 

close contacts with the news media to date. Membership at 

one time was about 9,000, but it has declined to 2,000, 

partly as a result of the image the UN has developed in recent 

years as an arena for Third World rhetoric and a place where 

very little is accomplished. 

To increase its membership and support, the UNA is attemptinq 

to broaden its scope to include more international issues and 

not just UN-related topics. For example, it would like to 

organize a conference on Canada and Africa. To raise its public 

profile, it held a United Nations Day reception at the Governor 

General's residence in 1979, and introduced the Pearson Award 
for the Canadian contributing most to international affairs. 
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INTl:~Rt':l!rIONP,L UEVELOl :;:::N'!~ AGENCIES 

Canadian International Development Agency 

CIDA, the princi1>.:il foreign c.:dd a9ency of the federal 

t,J ovcrnment, ,,rovides su; 1port, throuqh its NGO di vision and 

: ublic l'urticipal i(ln Program funding, for a larqe number of,. 

Can~dian non-governmental organizations that rrovide information 

on Third World issues to the public. CIDA also has its own 

programs for dealing with the news medua and tLe public, handled 

by its public affairs division. 

The division has a staff of three media relations officers 

who hav0 the difficult task of dealing with the news media, 

which have often been critical of CIDA. One new initiative of 

the media relationn nection is the briefing of selected journalists 

and broadcasters on certain issues related to CIDA. Another 

initietive is the preparation of situation reports (background 

~aterial) for journalists. This is sometimes done in conjunction 

with press confer0nces or press releases. Yet another initiative 

is the arr2ngement of visits by CIDA represent;tives to selected 

ne-11:s meuia. Other ongoing activities include the ;1reparation 

of 20-25 photo features a year for weekly newspapers, the 

preparation of tapes for radio stations, the arrangement of 

rddio and television interviews, the arrangement of speaking 

en(]<igements for CID/, officers, the monitoring of newspapers 

by an in-bouse clipping service, «nd the handlin9 of public 

enquiries, which <.werago about 600 per month. 

The division also rroduces a large number of publications. 

'.ir c lez,ding one is Development Directions, a magazine published 

every two months. It reports on CIDA-supported activities and 
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and deals with a wide range of issues related to international 

development. It has a distribution of 31,000. Another major 

[,'ublication is hction, a •1uarterly published in newspaper 

lora1dt and ain1ecl <it tlie 1.,r10 community. Its distribution is 

close to 17,000. Other publications include the .11nnual Review, 

a CIDA IIandbook, a periodic6lly revised world development map, 

rcqional, country, .rnd sectoral fact sheets, and an official 

i uhlic<1tion on Can11clil 's aid :::trategy .:ind philospphy for the 

19BOs. 

There is also an audio-visual section which is involved 

in slide-tape, VTR and film ~reductions, preparation of radio 

and television promotions, and production of posters, kiosks 

and exhibitions. 

Funding of the Western-Lav~! international journalism 

rrograrn and the TV Ontario series 'One World' was also channelled 

t~rough this divi~ion. 

Int(rnational Develonment ~esearch Centre 

One of the most i1~portant activities of IDRC's Communications 

Division is publishing. It serves as a support division for 

IDRC's four program divisions, which support research projects 

around the world in the fields of agricultur• and food, health 

and po}ulation, social sciences, and information sciences. 

il1.:.ny of the pu)Jlic, tions are technical reports of tlic1 proceedings 

o::' confe:r '::nee~> '" <i seminars s 1.1onsored by IDRC, or are related 

t0 the findings of research projects funded by IDRC. Most of 

these ublic,,tions <:1r.' aimed at relatively sr11all nun,ber~:; of 

c, eci<Jlists. 

rD:~c also publishE.'S some books on subjects of more gt.,neral 

inturest <.iimed at a \•lidor trnblic. i111other major ulell',ent of its 
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~Juhli c inform<1ti' ·n , ror_Jram is a (tuarterly magazine c;Jlled IDl~C 

Reports, which h.,s 1:n9lish, Fr• nch <ind ::>panish editions. Lany 

of the articles ~re rel~ted to IDRC-supported projects, but the 

miJ~i.zinE also touches on broader issues in its coverage. The 

division also puhlishes an annual review, annual re1·ort, ·rojects 

list and other similar material. One successful project has 

been a feature service that was initiated in ~frica and Asia 

in 1976. Like other such services, the features have been 

disl.ributed to newspapers free of charge, but the service has 

beCl•:r:e so po .•ular that IDRC is considering selling the features. 

The division ulEo has an active audio-visual uni.t tl1dt 

has 0roduced several films and hus built up a large file of 

stj 11 photos related to IDRC projects around the world. 

In its public information ~;·rogramming, IDRC has traditionally 

kept a low 1.•rofile in Canada, concentrating mainly on inf;:,rming 

parliamentarians and academics who are interested in aspects 

of its work. Gradually, this approach has changed and IDRC 

now s. ends more time attempting to brief the news media on 

its activities. In recent years, it has held an average of one 

seminar a ye. r for journalists. Researchers working on IDRC­

supported projects around the world are brought to Canada to 

describe their work to journalists. ~ome of these briefing 

ses~;ions h~ve paid off in the form of coverage in newspapers 

and the electronic media. In general, IDRC still maintains 

a low-key ap"roach, preferring to make resources available on 

request, rather than tc:~rgeting in on an audience with a media 

'blitz'. 
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Red Cross 

The Red Cross is one of the largest and best known 

voluntary agencies in Canada, with an annual bUdget of $80 

million in 1979. With headquarters in Toronto and divisional 

offices in all 10 provinces, it has over 800 branches across 

Canada. It has 2,700 full-time staff, 3,000 part-time staff, 

and more than 100,000 card-carrying members. Its programs 

touch millions of Canadians. Of its 17 services, 16 are 

domestic. However, through the League of Red Cross Societies 

in (ieneva, it is involved in many international programs. 

1"or exc:i11l[Jle, following the earthquake in Guatemala in 1976, 

the Canadian Red Cross raised $1.3 million in relief funds. 

At Red Cross headquarters, there is a small international 

office. It handles all international aspects of ~ed Cross work-­

dealing mainly with disaster relief, development projects and 

international relations. In addition, two st. ff members work 

on tracing families separated by wars or natural disasters. 

Vast amounts of information about relief operations and 

developn1ent projects come.in from Geneva every day on the telex. 

Much of this is channelled to the divisions, but rarely to the 

news media. However, after a major disaster, the news media 

will often check with the Red Cross international office and 

it sends material directly to them. The international office 

also har1dles a variety of documents, such as annually updated 

fact sheets containing, for example, medical and nutritional 

information on over 100 countries, and national disaster 

preparedness plans. Tl1is material is sold to interested 

ors~nizations in Canada. 

'rhere is also a public relations office at heal.lquarters. 

It atte:r, its to get as much information as possible to the public 
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on overseas ~ctivitics of the Red Cross, feeding copy to the 

mass media, as well as to Red Cross divisions and branches. 

'l'he office C1ttom:.1ts to respond <~1; quickly ;,s possible to requests 

for informati: n <.•fter a disaster, but it is often disac'pointed 

at t'.:e scanty coverage it 9ets. To increase coverage, public 

relations staff lli.'Ve t lked to newF; media ,.ieople, even offering 

to write features for them. But major public~tions would not 

use th~t material. Lifestyles editors give coverage once in 

a w!: ile. i(adio st<\tions are probably the most rece,,ti ve in 

making use of brief, newsy items. The office also produces a 

quarterly tabloid publication with a circulGtion of 100,000 

and a variety of other publications • 

•• nether importcint p, rt of the Red Cross public information 

effort is its youth µrogram, which has been active in classrooms 

for more than 5(1 years, I 'roviding mi1terials on J1 dlth and safety, 

community services, and international relations. For many years 

the international friendship exchanges, linking a class in 

Canada with one overseas, were very popular, but the numbers 

involved have levelled off in recent years. 

r~very year I ;: n.~ j i<JnCll project is launched in schools to 

roise money for a development project in a Third World country. 

More important than the fund raising is the educational aspect, 

as stud~nts becon:8 knowledgenble about ~he development project 

.:ind the :)eople involved in it. In 1978, they worked on a pro~ct 

in l''durit,,ni<J and in 1979 they began a three-yoar project in 

India. 'l'he youth office also prepares education;,! resource 

packages on international development. The largest 1979 

educ tional project was a joint Red Cross-UNICEF effort for 

the International Y_ar of the Child. It is described later. 
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UNICEF 

UNICEF has several very effective programs to raise funds 

for its work around the world. One is the greeting card program 

which has been popular for many years. Another is the youth 

program, which concentrates on getting children to collect 

money for UNICEF at Hallowe•en. 

Tl:e Canadian headquarters in Toronto and each of the 10 

provincial of !"ices have public information officers to service 

the other committees by, for example, sending out press releases 

when greeting cards are ready, and sending out reminders about 

Hallowe•en collections. The public information staff also 

write stories in interest to newspapers, answer inquiries, and 

prepar~ promotional material. They prepared some very successful 

television commercials using Peter Ustinov. Everyone involved 

in the 9roduction donated their time. 

Most of the booklets,.folders and flyers are produced by 

UNICEF headquarters in New York, then distributed in Canada 

by tl1e 'l'oronto office. 

Red Cross-UNICEF InternL.1tional Year of the Child l'roject 

This ambitious $1. 7 million project focuai.ng on .schools 

was probably the largest in Canada connected with the International 

Year of the Child, and the print aspect of it may have been the 

largest in the world. CIDA supported it with a grant of $800,.000~ 

~lanning begiln in 1977 and the project had the support of all 

~rovincial education departments. 

one major element of the project was preparation of the 

t· , .cherB. Under tile direction of a project co-ordinntor, 

teacher training workshops were held in the spring and fall of 

197~ ir1 each µrovince. They were administered by joint Red Cross-

scormier
Sticky Note
None set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
None set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by scormier

scormier
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by scormier



146 

UNICEF provincial committees. Teachers were selected from all 

school boards to attend the workshops. They, in turn, gave 

seminars to teachers in their own boards. 

The massive publishing project involved the production of 

about six million books and pieces of paper. English and 

French publishers were hired and they engaged seven authors 
' and two artists. The heart of the project was the teachers• 

edition, which covered all levels of the program, with an 

introduction for teachers. Copies were prepared for 285,000 

elementary and secondary school teachers in Canada. The 

primary section was for children aged 5-7, and was accompanied 

by a set of eight spirit masters for each of 14,500 elementary 

schools across Canada. The junior section, for ages 8-12, 

included a 24-page pupils' book. A total of 1.7 million were 

printed. The secondary section, for ages 13-18, was accompanied 

by a 23-page pupils' book. More than 2.6 million were printed. 

Posters were also prepared for all classrooms. 

A one-hour feature television program, parallel to the 

print program, was also produced and aired on CBC and Radio­

Canada on October 22, which was designated as International 

Day of the Child. The popular scientist and communicator, 

David Suzuki, was host of the CBC program. 

The intention of this project was to provide knowledge, 

leading to empathy and action. It was hoped that one outcome 

would be that departments of education would designate international 

development education as a course on their curricula. In 1979, 

only British Columbia had done that, and Alberta was planning 

to do it. The teachers• edition was designed to last for about 

three years, and it was hoped that enough interest would be 

sparked that commercial publishers would begin to develop similar materials. 
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cu so 

Canadian University Service Overseas and its francophone 

counterpart, SUCO, together constitute one of the largest non­

governmental international development agencies in Canada. 

Since 1961, they have been posting Canadian volunteers in 

many Thi rd World countries and1:supporting a growing number of 

development projects. 

CUSO has also maintained active public information programs, 

not only on university and college campuses, but also in 

communities across Canada. Responsibility for this work rests 

with the public affairs division at CUSO's Ottawa headquarters. 

One of its major projects has been publication of the quarterly 

magazine CUSO Forum. About 7,000 copies of each issue are distributed 

to all volunteers and Canadian staff, all returned volunteers, 

as well as others interested in CUSO. The magazine is more 

than a house organ. It has achieved a high standard of quality 

with issues focusing on topics such as the news media coverage 

of the Third World, labor, alternative lifestyles, and literacy. 

Once a year, it has also focussed on one region of the Third 

World. In 1978, it dealt with West Africa. 

The division also produces promotional brochures, handbooks 

for new volunteers, and other publications, and handles all 

CUSO advertising. The volunteer recruitment program is much 

more issue-oriented than it once was. For example, the health 

team might show the controversial film "Bottle Babies 11 --a strong indict­

ment of baby formula manufacturers--in its recruitment drive. 

The public affairs division also handles rentals and loans 

of CUSO audio-visual materials, including films, slide-tape 
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generated at the annuc:il College Bowl football game, wher:; the 

net ;)roceeds r_Jo to C<msave. Also, annual 'roasts' of prominent 

persondlities have been organized, with proceeds going to 

"!1• 'L'or•'lit() "''ll is not noted as being :·ilrticul•·rly 

sympathetic to Third World causes or foreign aid, but it has 

carried on a Cansave sponsorship c.•mpaign begun b' 'l!he Telegram •. 

Each year the newspaper sends a reporter oversea~ to do stories 

on Cansove projects. It also holds contests and gives extensive 

support to the Cansave fundr~ising campaign. 

Foster Parents Plan 

Few inter.n<"tional development programs offer the average 

C<rn<1dinn a better opportunity to participate in dt-welopment 

at a very personal level. Through the FPP, Canildians can 

•adopt• a child in a Third World country and make regular contri­

butions to support the child. In return, the •foster parent• 

n;ceives a· photograph and a case history of the child. An 

exchange of letters usually follows and, in some cases, the 

car: cwpondence Ii.::> continued for many years. :Some Canadians 

huve gone to visit their •foster children•. 

In reality, the assistance, which is carried out by teams 

of development workers, involves not just a child but the family 

of the child and often the whole community. Over 35,000 Canadians 

.:.ire) involved in the plan, and plans in Canuda, the United :>tates, 

, u~tralia and the Netherlands support over 90,000 children and 

their families, mostly in the Third World. 

FPP dealings with the news media are mainly through their 

very ef[ective advertising, which appears mainly in news magazines 
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and religious newspapers. It also sends news releases to local 

news apers where p(;0~1lf: h.-ive joined the pl.:in. FIJP has a staff 

of 45 people at its 'l'oro11 to he<.idq uarters ma intaininrJ the links 

between foster parents and children. 

Care Can.=: .. da 

Care concentrates heavily on providing information as 

part of its fundr ising. It makes extensive use of µublic 

service advertising on newspapers and television, pre !aring 

all its own material. There is strong competition for public 

service space and Care h~s been emulated by other agencies. 

Content in the advertising is based on Care projects, usually 

in 'exotic' settimJs in .. sia, Africa, <md Latin ··merica. 

Care also produces over 100,000 copies of donor newsletters 

every year--appe<1ls are m<1de four times a year. Care has three 

part-tiue staff outside its Ott<c1wa headqu .. 1rters. They do some 

public relations and development education work. 

Unitarian Service Committee 

The use, under the long-time leadership of Dr. Lotta 

llitschmanova, de; ls with the news media mainly for publicity 

and fund-raising ; urpases. Based in Ottawa, it sends public 

service spots to hundreds of radio and television stations. 

It has an arr"ngenent with three Western Canadian dailies, 

whereby it sends inforruation .:md 1iictures, and a re1)orter at 

eclcli newspaper writes articles b;secl on the rnateri<ll. ;. considerable 

&mount of mo ey is r~ised that way. It also sends a full-page 

layout to six newspapers, and sends a package of 10 fillers a 

~onth to all daily and weekly newspapers in Canada. Five are 

human interest items and five contain USC information. Captioned 

.otogrc,')hs are sent to all women's editors and also to all 
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weekly newspaper;; durinq the fall fund-raising campaign. In 

addition, development education material is sent to all USC 

volunteers, and brochures, newsletters, and other publications 

are sent to the 34,000 regular use contributors across Canada. 

Canadian Crossroads International 

Crossroads is a rclative~y small organization run mainly 

by volunteers. It sends about 100 Canadians--mostly in their 

early 20s--to four-month placements in parts of Asia, 1~rica, 

'· ncl the Carib1)ean. About :l::i-30 volunteers from the Third 'i1orld 

come to Canada for an equal period. Crossroads, with headquarters 

in London, Ontario, has about 70 local committees. They 

distribute promotional literature, recruit volunteers, raise 

funds, cind do development education work. One main means of 

contact wie1 the public is through new volunteers. Each is 

expected to raise part of the cost of his trip overseas by 

giving talks, showing films, etc. in churches, schools and 

elsewhere in his community. There is little contact with the 

news media, except for public service announcements and occasional 

feature articles in local n~wspapers, radio and television. 

Canadian Labour Congress 

Tho CLC has Dn international affairs department which is 

involved in three projects overseas. It also publishes a news­

letter, Ci !led Labour Views on International Affairs. In 

dd<lition, articles on international development issues are 

~ublished occasionally in the CLC magazine Canadian Labour,, 

which reaohes 40,000 subscribers. The main purpose of this 

dep2rtment is to raise the consciousness of Canadian labour 

union members regi1rding international issues and their implications. 
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shows and video tape material. In addition to issuing news 

rele~se:·, it has occasional direct contacts with the news media. 

hrnong other tl1in9:;, it h<Ui worked with CBC 1 s 1 Fifth Estate' in 

pre, c.iring vroc1rams on Guatemala and on seed breeders' rights, 

and with 1 J~s It Happens'. Durin9 the Commonweal th conference 

in Lusaka in 1979, cm;o-Znmbia org<1nized a briefing of C;,nadian 

jo\.Jrn<1lists .. ·.nd took them on i:l tour of refugee C<'1.i ps. 

In mid-1979, <l funding crisis at CUSO w0s threatening to 

curt<.1il public information activities severely. Tlle public 

affairs budget was down to just over half of w:.at it had been 

at one time. CU::;u Forum was on the verge of being terminated 

unless 2lt.rnctive funding could be found, and other activities 

were in danqer of bein0 cut b<-,ck to a b,0,re minimum. 

cans ave 

The Canadian Save the C.:ildren Fund has grown from a 

fundr,Jis:in(J ar.i1 ot u~e British organization of the same name 

to an independent voluntary agency with an annual budget of 

about $3 million and its own development projects overseas. 

lts national headquarters are in Toronto and it has four 

regional offices and 27 branches. 

As with other similar organizations, it is more likely 

to get covered in tlle nf-:ws media when there is a disaster. In 

general, it gets better press, radio and television coverge 

in stfialler communities. An annual fund-raising campaign is 

launched in the period before Christmas each year and there are 

attempts to get press coverage. Cansave sells Christmas cards, 

~nd loc~l br~nchcs hold bazaars, sales and coffee parties to 

r.1 i:;r~ funds. i'Ubl..ic service r1dvertiainq is car,. i ed free of 

chdr<Je on radio and television.. Consider<ible uublicity is 
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Canadian Teachers Federation 

The CTF, b~sed in Ottawa, has an international programs 

section responsible mainly for international development 

assistance projects in Africa, Asia, the Caribbean and the 

South Pacific. ~uch of the work involves ~cademic and professional 

upgrading of teachers overseas. Each summer, 65-70 Canadian 

teachers go OV5rseas to work on these projects. One of the spin­

off benefits is that both they and their Canadian students learn 

more about the Third Korld as a result. The CTF has maintained 

a low profile about this program, issuing no press rele~ses. 

one year, it submitted stories to the newspapers ~n 

hometowns of teachers working in the program. Some of the 

smaller papers used the stories. The office has made several 

unsuccesnful ~ttempts at a development education program~ 

Many teachers, however, are active in international development 

educc.tion at the local level. 
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Ci~, J T·::.J.. 5 - CiiIJCl,USlOtJ - ··-· 

Comm uni c<.1 tions ex,,ert M r rsh.::ill McLuh;'m has ,said thc:it 

expectiltions th~t it is possible to improve international news 

exchanges between the nations of the North and the South are 

futile. In an interview, he claimed the world has ~!ready gone 

beyond the stote where: news is meaningful, beet.use riJdio and 

television hcve ch<mged our jH~rceptions of reality. 11 i.\11 news 

is f ,;,nt;:;sy at the speed of light, 11 he said, and wonderc d whether 

brief electronic images conveying news are in fact better than 

no news at all. 

It certt:iinly ii; questionable whether news flow can bridge 

ti;c 9.~·owin9 chasm between rich and poor cuuntries. l~owhere is 

the g2p in perceptions of news and the role of the news media 

more cloar than in the deliberations of, and reactions to, UNESCO's 

international ccmmission for the study of communication problems--

better known as the MacBride Commission. Western news media 

huve been extremely critical, often almost hysterical, in 

their condemnt.ltion of certain proposals entertained by the 

commission. In particular, they have attacked proposals by 

the Yugoslav commissioner, Bogdan Osolnik, who acted as a 

spokesman for non-.iligned nations, and the Tunisian commissioner, 

Mustapha Masrnoudi, who reflected the thinking in many Third 

'.:orld states. 

\~ith the aim of creating_ a "new worla information order", 

the commissioners suggested many useful measures th~t would 

reduce the domination of international news exchanges by the 

major ·:es tern wire services--AP, UPI, Reuter, and AFP--and 

would also bring more 'balance' to what they considered to be 

largely biased and negative reporting of Third World events by 
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Western journalists. Dut three proposals especially raised 

hackles in the Western news media: that governments licence 

journalists, that 0overnments require news media to publish 

retractions or corrections of false or distorted reports, and 

that an international code of ethics be established for journalists. 

Crities of these proposals argued that governments are generally 

poor judges of what is correct or false, that journalists must 

be protected from repressive governments, and that news media 

function best when they are self-regulating. The critics usually 

made ringing declarations in favor of freedom of the press, and 

their position ap1>eared to prevail at the UNESCO confer~nce 

on communications in Paris in 1978. 

Nevertheless, nothing has been resolved; the chasm remains 

as wide as ever. It may well be true that, in the non-Western 

world, societies are more communal and cohesive, and that what 

has become known as 'development journalism•--the concentration 

of reporting and analysis on events and issues that contribute 

to the overall social, political and economic development of 

a society--is best suited for those areas. But most Western 

journalists, grounded in a very different tradition, will probably 

always be suspicious of such an approach, feeling that it could 

too easily play into the hands of a totalitarian dictatorship. 

To them, the state-run news media and news agencies in most of 

the Thirrl World arc no more than propaganda machines. 

In the West, definitions of news are not linked to development 

goals, as in the Third World, but they are just as subjective. 

One CBC news chief µut it bluntly; ''News is whatever the editor 

says it is 11
, adding that he always knew what was news when he 

saw it. D.S. media ex1iert Elie ~bel, who was a member of the 
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MacBride Commission, listed several qualities that make news: 

it must be timely; it must interest large numbers of people; 

it ousht to be fresh, in the sense of telling the reader or 

listener something that has not come to his attention earlier; 

it ought to contain information that is useful to the public 

in arriving at 1· ,sonal decisions; and it represents a departure 

from the normal, everyday pattern of life. Other important 

factors are prominence, proximity, and conflict. 

It is clear that "hard news 11 in the Nestern news media 

usually fits most of these criteria. There is also "soft news" 

dei·ling with lifestyles and with long-term developments, but 

it is usually relegated to back pages in newspapers and rarely 

gets used on radio or television newscasts, even though, in 

the international context, it is usually what people from the 

Third >,orld would con.sider to be 11 development n•'WS". 

f';,rt of the prlJl!l~~rn may be caused by overly hi9h expect;:itions 

of the news mt.!dici, esriccidlly as communic. tion technology becomes 

increasingly sophisticoted. Many members of the MacBride 

Commission and other observers of the news medi& no doubt see 

c:i more balanced flow of intern<·il~ional news as a med1s of 

creating more understanding among people in different parts of 

the world and stimulating greater commitment for the goals of 

intern~tional development. 

Certainly, understanding, empathy, and commitment to 

common goals for the benefit of all mankind arc worthy goals. 

But, for there to be understanding, there must be communication, 

and some communications experts would argue that news reports 

do not meet even the basic criterion--that there be a dialogue, 

a two-way tlow of messages. News reports are messages flowing 

one way--from the news centres to the mass of the population. 
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iilthough such a rigid definition of communic;:;tion may 

not be accepted, it must be admitted that the news media in 

their ~resent forms are vt best limited in their effectiveness 

as geniune communic~tions media. And the feedback mechanisms 

t at do exist--letters to the editor pages and radio hotline 

silows--contribute to polari:z:ation on is~iues at le<1st as often 

as they contribute to greater understanding or consensus. 

Even where the amount of news coverage has increased 

significantly, for example, the coverage of uuebec in the 

Canadian news media, the ''two solitudes" continue to exist. 

People are unwilling to give up their stereotypes of other 

people, and the news media tend to reinforce them. English­

language news media, through the use of loaded words, almost 

always portray ~uebec premier Rene Levesque and the Parti 

1, uebecois as the villains in what is simplified into a kind 

of long-running morality play. Me<mwhile, the French-language 

media tend to 1-)ortray the English as intolerant rednecks, 

giving overblown cover~ge to any example of discrimination 

against francophones anywhere in Canada. 

The same is of ten true of coverage of the Third World-­

Idi j.min becomes the stereotyped primitive llfrican savage; 

coups ~nd revolutions are continuing proof that people of 

the Third World are incarable of managing their own affairs. 

News that doesn't fit the stereotypes is ignored or played 

down. It appr-)ar~; th at two global sv li tudes are evolving. 

'I'lli s study shows that the complex 1,lroblems of inadequate 

in b rn<i l:i on al newn cov' ·rage <:ire reflected in the Can.i.dian news 

media. /.re we forced to conclude that the whole exercise of 

trying to make news meaningful is futile, as Marshall McLuhan 

implies? Certainly, people are now faced with an information 
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overload, but there is still a hunger for news. The great mass 

of information now available forces people to become more 

discriminating, more selective. 'fhe news 111edia, although still 

tremendously influential, need to re-establish their releva1ce. 

Newspapers and magazines 

For newspapc :; to meet the challenqe, there munt be a 

better unders tandin(J of the shifting roles of the vc1rious news 

media, as competition for the attention of readers, listeners, 

and viewers intensifies. The electronic media have shown that 

they ~re able to do certain things best. For example, the 

daily newspaper is not able to compete with radio in terms 

nf reporting the news first--and all-news radio, if successful, 

may even widen the gap. Meanwhile, television can create a 

visual impact tliat is not possible in newspapers. 

Daily newsp.,rwrs pliice great importance on their local 

reporti11q, lJut tJH·d r primacy in that area iti being cl1.;llenged 

too. 'l'he qu.::ility of journalism in community and suburban weeklies 

has improved substcintially in recent years and, with the assistance 

of offset 1;resses and m'w typesetting equipment, these publi­

cations h<:ive become more com11eti ti ve than ever before. In 

some smaller communities, daily newspapers appear to be losing 

the battle to the weeklies. 

There is a danger that daily newspapers, especially some 

smaller ones, could be c;,ught in a squeeze between radio and 

television on the one hand and the weeklies and magazines on 

~le other. Whcit is needed is a shift in emphasis and the 

assumption of a new role by d~ily newspapers. They must become 

daily newsm,:gazincs, with good local regional, nd tional and 

international in-depth coverage, ledving the other media to 
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prnvi.rlc the nnrtn cir cov•·rc.ige for wl1ich tl1cy ar•·· : uni suited. 

The dJilies are in a qood position to assume such a role; 

they reach more Can.,1dians than any other print media, and they 

hz ve more edi tori.:11 s )ace available in the same period of 

time to ext:=ilain a:1d inter;_:rete events than do weekly news-

pape~s: , and weekly or biwec·kly newsmagazines. 'I'hey can 

also provide more depth to their coverage on a daily basis 

than radio or television. As social, political, economic 

and technological L:isues become more complex, and <1s events 

in faraway places impinge more directly on the everyday lives 

of Cnnadians, there is a need for a style of journalism that 

provides more investigation, more interpretation, and a better 

underst~nding of events. 

To some extent, without any dramatic shift in policy, 

many daily newsrapers have been moving in this direction. But 

there is still a feeling among many students of the media, as 

well as among readers, that the editorial space in newspapers 

is not put to the best : ioss ible use. 

Coverage of the Third World is just one aspect of the 

total picture. If newspapers are to remain a 'window on the 

world' for muny Can;;dia11s, good coverage of is[;ues and events 

in the Third \world is essential. The amount of space devoted 

to 'l'hinJ '."iorld coveruge is bound to f 1 uctuate. r•iore important 

than the amount is how that space is used. In line with the 

ch an9 irnJ role of nf:v.lspapers, more of the existing space could 

be devoted to backqrounders, analysis, human interest and life­

style features, as well as articles dealin~ with agriculture, 

food, energy, education, health, population, and other issues. 

'l'o <1llow for this, raany lengthy 11011 tical reports could be 

condensed into much briefer articles. 
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More C;madian and 'l'hird World views of the world sllould 

be included among these bHckgrounders and fe~tures, leaving 

h<Jrd news coverage to l1P, Reuter, UPI and the other major 

newsgatherinq agencies. 

Admittedly, with the exception of the largest dailies, 

resources for improved in-depth coverage are scarce. But 

newspapers could do more collectively. The Thomson group can 

certainly afford to have more than two columnists and a couple 

of correspondents in Canuda and no one abroad. CP could also 

do more, as the Ser:ate committee on mass media L)ointed out a 

decade ago. 

A variety of resources, ranging from specialized training 

courses for journalists to information banks and investigative 

and research services for newspapers are needed and may become 

av~ilcble in future. 

In the magazine field, publishers follow the advice of 

marketing experts even more slavishly than in newspapers. 

Most magazines that are successful carve out an identifiable 

m. rkc:t, then try to hold onto it. Many of the specialized 

1ublicntio 1.s do d good iob of serving their readers. Newsmaga:::ines, 

to justify their existence, hcive to do mer~ than reh~sh what 

alreac;y appeared in newspapers. 1'his is particularly true with 

foreign coverage. 

Radio and television 

For the electronic media, there are other 1)roblems. 

Television news anchorman Peter Trueman touched on the key 

~roblem in his frnmiliar sign-off line following his nightly 

news commentary: 11 It nli'lY not be news, but that• s reality. 11 
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. nether news cxcc11t:i.vr; recogni?:ed tile , roblern too, w\·,en he 

s<..~id, ii, this study, '".l'heI c 'i3 a hell of a lot more to rec· li ty 

th<:>n 25 minutes of ne1.~'s every evening. 11 Doth of them clearly 

understood tl1 1 t 1ey are selecting a few news items, based 

r~:enerally on t>e definition of news given earlier in this chapter, 

and preseotin~ a very incomplete and, hence, distorted slice 

of reality. Yet, vcoDle come to perceive those brief electronic 

imaues DB reality, dnd even the type of news programming that 

w<rn : 1ortrayed in the film 'Network' no longer. SPC •. 1;-; •i z.irre. 

The longest radio or television newscasts are generally 

about a half hour lon9 and contain a little over a dozen news 

i tems--the equivalent of about two Jiages in an avera·:e daily 

ncwspai;er. 'rLe sum total of the day's international news may 

be three or four stories lasting five to ten minutes. That 

certainly isn't reality. 

Radio's greatest advantage in competition with the other 

media is thcit it is usuillly first with the news. Uut it is 

usu.illy just tile bare bones. Most rrivately owned radio stations 

rJ.ivc little more tlwn tho headlines, wbile the CDC covers 

n~tional and international news a little more comprehensively. 

But it is pro(;rams like CBC' s 'Sunday Morning' and 'J..s It Happens' 

t'at show radio at its best, in providing some background and 

dei~th to the news. l.11-news radio has not yet lived up to its 

1.:,otenti<::l in Can<:d<i, but it could present current affairs 

programming of the same type. 

Television ne'.!S is generally watched once a day by most 

people, which means they have probr'1bly heard the news already 

on the radio or read it in a newspaper. So, unless it had 

film footage to accompnny major stories, television news adds 
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nothing. often, the already limited new• time is either filled 

with trivia, because there is film to go with it, or the 

viewer gets to watch the face of a news anchorman as he reads 

a m~jor news story without any film. 

The problem, us one television news producer admitted, 

is that television has not yet come of age; it can't tell a 

story right. It is not mature enough to understand the essence 

of the ;r.edium. One study in the u.s. showed that, on average, 

people could remember no more than one story just one hour 

after a newscast. Television is best at conveying an emotional 

impression, not at imparting facts--and who can say which is 

more 'real'? Yet, possibly because television relies heavily 

on wire services and newspapers for its supply of news, and 

becGuse many television news people began their careers in 

newspapers, they do a poor job of making the best use of the 

medium. Current affairs µrograms Dnd news specials generally 

do a much better jnb of giving the viewer a feeling for what 

is h<Ji:Jpening. So does the 'docu-drama 1
• McLuhan may have been 

right; no news may be better than the news as television 

presents it. Certainly as far as the Third World and international 

coverage are concerned, other type:? of programming, if handled 

well, do a much better job than the daily newscasts. 

i·.l tcrnc:i ti ves 

So111e altorn<rti ve nources of information ab1>ut the Third 

World have been reviewc,1 in this report. They certainly fill 

in many of tile gaps left by t1'e n(cws media, and provide a wide 

ranye of facts and opinions both on general issues and on 

specialized topics. One hot.·eful siqn for the future is the 

increDsing emphasis being placed on international development 
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education in schools. Perhaps, the next generation will have 

broader horizons and a greater interest in global issues than 

the present one. 

But for the average person, the daily newspaper, radio and 

television are still the primary sources of information about 

what is happening in the world. It would certainly be beneficial 

if the news media developed closer ties with, and drew on the 

resources of the alternative sources that are available in 

Canada. 

Also, the international alternatives need support and 

encouragement. A Third World news pool linking national news 

agencies is in the formative stages, while a few Thir.d World­

based news services, such as Inter Press Service, have been 

in existence for some time. They may provide Third World 

countries with the needed alternatives to the Western wire services. 

They could also furnish news media in the West with a different 

perspective to the news. They are unlikely to replace existing 

news sources, although the direction of the UNESCO debate suggests 

things may become increasingly difficult for the Western foreign 

correspondent covering the Third World. However, a newspaper 

has nothing to lose, for example, by putting copy from some of 

the alternative services on a page with the ~eading "The World 

as others see it." 

Lurking just below the surface throughout this discussion 

has been the awareness that the news media are likely to be 

shaken up by major technological changes in the near future. 

Print media could be replaced by electronic newspapers; television 

networks could disappear, to be replaced by--who knows?--specialized 

electronic magazines. 
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But, no matter what the media of the future look lii.e, 

there will still be journ~lists, and they will still have 

the awesome task of sifting through an enormous mass of 

information and selecting what is relevant for their audiences. 

Their job has become increasingly important in our media­

dominated society, and requires a great 3eal of intelligence, 

integrity, and commitment to the highest ideals of journalism. 

l•re they equal to the job? 
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