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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PROBLENM

One of the greatest problems in the world today is population.
The rise in population is now the largest in history and could
double in the next four decades. Since 1900, the world population
has increased from 1,5 billion to the present level of about
4 billion.l At present, population in the developing regions is
increasing at almost three times the rate of the developed regions.
The average growth of the former is about 2.5 per cent per year,
whereas the latter is about 1.0 per cent---yielding doubling times
of 28 and 70 years respectively. Accordirngly, the most rapid
population growth occurs disproportionately in the poor countries,
ard the accompanying burden is greatest where it can least be

2
accommodated.

Thailand, is facing a serious problem of high growth rate.
T2 1971, it ranked sixteenth among countries in the world with high
growth rate and third amctg Asian countries. Because of its adverse
effects orn economic and social development, the Thai Government
jeclared a National Population Policy in 1970 to support voluntary
farily planning. The llational Family Planning Program (NFPP) was
ander the kinistry of Public Healih.

Population Refe.ence Bureeu, Inc., World Population Growth
and Response, 197%, p.l. ‘

2 . . . .
%, Barelson with the collaberation of staff members of the

Population Zouncil, "Worlid Ponoulatiorn; Status Report 1974, "
A Publication of the Povulztion Council, No.l%, Jan. 1974, p.S.




The two of Five-year vronoszals have been drawn up for inclusion in
the Third and the Fourth Five-year Social and Economic Plan
(1972-1976, and 1977-1981) of the National Economic and Social
Development Board (NiZSDB), The main objective is to reduce the
population growth rate from over 3 per cent to about 2.5 per cent

by the end of 1976, and to about 2.1 per cent by the end of 1981,

There have been many studies on fertility behavior in Thailand
during the last decades.3 And, yet, these studies worked on a
limited number of variables, and s0stly on traditional measures of
socio-econouic status. There was a study, using the 1960 census
data, on relationships between female labor force participation
and fertility in Thailand, conducted by Goldstein eight years ago4

but iis findings were not conclusive,

7 Thip Cnalothorn, "FPertility Levels and Differentials in
Theailend," International Union for the Scientific Study of
Population, Sydney Conference, 1967 (Canberra:; Australian
hational University); Joxn knodel and Visid Prachuabmoh,
"Jemographic Aspects of Fertility irn Thailaud," Population Studies,
70l.XVITI, No.3 (lovember, 1974); John khnodel and Pichit Pitaktepscubati,
"Thailand: Fertility and Family Pluansing," Studies in Family Planning,
V01,7V, No.3 (September, 1973): Sidnoy Soldstein, "Religious Pertility
Jifferentials in Thailand," Posulation Studieg, Vol ,XXIV,Ko0.3
{.ovenber, 1970); Suchart Prasithrathsint, "Some Factors Affecting
Tertility and Knowledge, Attitude and Practice of Ramily Planning
zoong Rural Thal Women," Working Paper 1o,2 (Bangkok: Institute of
¥opulation Studies, Chulalongkorn Taiversity, 1973); “havalit

Siripirom, "Fertility Differentialg in Chiengnai: Socio-Economic

atuz, Life-Style, and KAP Characteristics," A Disgertatior Submitied

5
+o tne Jraduate School of syracuse Universitv, 197¢, and etc.

N Sidney Goldstiein, _2i2:z 3Joldstein, and Penvorn Tirasawatl,
"Pthe Influence of Labor Force Particisation and Bducation on Pertili:y
in Thailand," Research Report %o,.2 (Bangrok: Institute of Population
3+udi=s, Chulalongkorn University, 1972},




Exploring the relationship between economic structure of
populations and the level of fertility in some fifty nations,
Kasarda found a strong negative association between fertility and
the percentage of females employed for wages or salaries. Moveover,
controls for urbanization, industrialigzation, and education attenuated
the original correlation, the partial correlation between fertility
and female wage employment remained quite large and in the hypothesiged
direction.5 In contrast to the generally well-established negative
relationship between female employment and fertility in the
industrialized world,6 research on less developed countries points
to such uniform pattern.7 There is increasing evidence to suggest,
however, that the greater the incompatibility between the role of
motner and worker, the greater the differential fertility behavior

of workers and women not in the labor force.

7 John D. Kasarda, "Economic Structure end Fertility: A
Counparative Analysis," Demography, Vol.VIII (august, 1971),

6 J. i.ayone Stycos and Robert H, Weller "Female Working Roles

and Fertility," Demography, Vol.IV (1967), pp. 210-217.

7 David Heer and £lsa S. Turner, "Areal Differences in Latin
American Fertility," Population Studies, Vol,XVIII (March, 1965),
ppc 279-2920

Robert H, Weller, "The Employment of Wives, Role Incompatibility,
and Fertility," Milbank liemorigl Pund Quarterly, Vol.XLVI (October, 1968),
pp. 507=526; A.J. Jaffe and £. Azumi, "The Birth Rate and Cottage
Industries in Underdeveloped Countries," Zconomic Development and
Cultural Change, Vol.IX (Uctober, 1960), pp. 52=63.




Also, it may not be female labor force participation, but rather
family decision-making patterns resulting from wife's employment,

which directly affect fertility levels as displayed in the following

diagram.
Economic Conditions Husband's Employment ™™= Family Income _“J
or .| Proportion Earned
Level of Living Wife's Employment — 3y Wife

| Choice and v

|
!
| Operation of Family Power
, I"Intermediate" Structure
Variables 7
b
\ 7/
s

o : v
<;\?ert111ty Behav1orj:>




CHAPTER II

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

When studyng the internal decision-making processess of the
family or the so-called "family power stiructure", sociologists
nave found that decision making roles differ according tc¢ the specific
area of behavior, In western culture the male appears tc¢ have mgjor
responsivilities for the labor supply decision.l That is the male

hac =z preemptive claim on the breadwinner role in the farily.

According to the "resources theory"” of family power, the male
is dominant because he nossesses greater education, greater potent.ial
money income, greater decision-making experience, and greater pays.ca
sireigth., It has also veen suggested that the male has ¢ lesser
need to be loved than the female, tiaus he can use his resources more
rutslessiy in a conflict over power. Aciual conflict over power
i+ .ore in the family because over years the male's power has heconme
"lesitinized"., v.ale domminance is accepted as vart of the unquesti-u-.
swli_.l roles of husband and wmafe., Once legitimiged, mele dominanc

can continue even when the female aciually possesses sreeter recuurnear,

- o o S o A A B s e St

-1 7~

fans oy Loordinator, 19 Jv,., 1970, pPp.317=323%; Xaren
Jerioeon, "“xpcc aiious Jonbernxng tusvand=Wife Respons;o;llties
ir .ce nouwe," Journal 5f sarriage and the Pamily, 23 (aus., 9L,

ven Syivia Clav- “Yomen'. _ibveration and the Fasil

po.248=352, -oriense . Slenr, "**‘1*udes of Wowen Regaru.ns

n-“LaJ J'p*o"men* o0f narsie. Wonen,'" Journgl of Homwe Lcoaiguice,
51 .april, 1Y59), pp.247-252; Judei. Long Lams, "a4 Feminist
deview of ihe Marlta* Adjustrient nLiveraiure: "“The Hape 07 the o . ,"

- —

i Pal - .. o S - A, A
oodrnal ¢f carriage and Trne Tanil; Toaug,, 19710 omLdb -

[ .
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There are also egalitarian marriages, a cultural ideal in

Do 2, L - . . A .
recert times, in which neither partner is noticeably dominant,
,ach partner is involved in the joint decision-making process.
if *he marriage-is not egalitarian, the emergence of the partner
sominant in decision-making is controlled by a complex series of
factors falling into two seneral categories: personality and the

rg¢2a%ive bargaining positions of the partners.3

in some societies, male dominance ideology varies according
t> social norms, traditions or religious factors. Married women
a:low their husbands to waxe decisions in major nousehold matters
tecause of the belief that they know betier thian their wives and
o7 gocial tradition wihich compel theuw ic stay at home, This holds
a2 among the Chinese minority group in the Thail metropolitan
~rea3, especially if there is no economic motivation for tinem <o

o %o work. The tuslims also put a taboo on working women.

Lormally, the Thal fauwily consists of %.5 persons. The

~uzshoid structure is a nuclear type. About one-fifth o 211

ol

wiliez in the whole country consist of £ persons per an.i
te past fifty years, 79 per cent of Thai women over 50 years
icn while 65 per cent of men of the zale (32

C.306€% Lower primary scnuol,

o

L g T s o T A U G S s

T Richard H., wniemer, jarriagge and Fanily Relatacnsui o,
i Dow Publishers, H.¥., 1970, p.iE22.

RIrTer
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T ibid., pp.iTS.
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This resulted
at that tiﬁe,
coumunication with men.
leadership in the family,

for instance,

while his wife takes only a supportive role and makes petty

housekeeping decisions such as food purchases.

Table 1

A survey about decision-making

of Thai rural families

from the fact that the monks were the only educators
and that Thai culture forbid women to have close
Thus the male has been responsible for

He would take major role in most decisions,

decisions on labor supply and household activitiés,

s

s

decision maker

—
kinds of decisions husband husband ! wife otners
and only only
wife
({ per centj(per cent){ per cent}(per ~ent)
1. decisions about the 58 27 13
children's future (their
education, househnold labor
delegated to them, etc.)
2. decisions about planning 57 3 26 4
their family life (planning
for every family menber).
3. decisions to borrow money 40 40 15 =
4. decisions about selling 50 22 17 1l
products
5. decigions to start family 57 3 36 4
planning
Source: National Council of Thai Women and

Thammasat University, A Survey on the

Status of Thai Wowen in Rural Areas.

(September, 1977), pp.36=38, 46.



There was no study about ti:e exact husband-wife decision-
making pattern in Thailand until 1977. A survey about the status
of ‘rai women in rural areas, conducted in the two orovinces namely
Crha=Choeng-Sa0 and Lumpang reveals some interesting inforuation

about female decision-maxing.

Page 7 table 1 indicates that Thai married women are entitled
to uaxe joint decisions with their husbands in almost every matier
concerning family welfare, It might be surprising to note that,
whea asked if they went to elect representatives to the Parliament,
ant how tneir decisions were reached, 83 per cent (of 833 respcendents)
said they went and made treir own decigions without consulting their
husband, COrnly 2 per cent followed their husbands' advice. And when
assed whether it was a good idea to let their husbands make decisinne
concerning fawily matters all by thenselves, 71 per cent of tiae
inverviewed women disagreed. However, this survey was conducted

only in two provinces, the central region and tne nortiern part.

0
[}

r2enoraents were all riral women; the male »layed the leas: varc.
xoriover, a researct carried out in kalaysia (kedan state) ana in
Cireng Xai province had shown that decisions about family planuing
wore decided by both nusband and wife.4 Thus male and female help
1. tle Zecigion-—making process equally. One would ratner assune
tint iln netropolitan areas, where both male and female get higher

educetion, decision-making pattern is shared by both.

Ir. recent times, an increasing number of women have been abvl-
no combirte vuomemaxing with oulside employment, Women now inake uD
wore thgn one=third 0f the world's economically active vopulation,

ar. 4o oul of every 100 women of working age are in the labor force.,

£

Tang 7ong Yoy and Uraivan Tan Kim Yong, "Ihe Position of
Women and tieir Conitribution to Rural Productive Zfforts:
A comparison of two Case Studies in Thailand and iialaycia,"
Asian Rerional Workshop on "The Role of Women in Zontributing to
Faily Income," July, 1976, Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, Hani«okx,
June, 1977, ».103,




Over the past decade, there has been an increase in the number
and proportion of married women in the work force. 1In Canada, in .
1972, married women make up 57 per cent of the female labor force
and one-third of all married women in the total population were in
the labor force, as compared with one~fifth in 1962. 1In the
United States the same year, married women constituted 58 per cent
of all working women. In Australia in 1973, there was 62.5 per cent
of married woman workers as agsaint 48 per cent in 1966.5 The world's
female participation rate in 1970 was 30 per cent, 32.5 per cent
for industfialized countries and 28.5 per cent for developing

. b
countries.

In Thailand, it has been traditional for women to work in
order to contribute to family income, both in urban and rural areas.
holern and legal changes allow women workers an equal-to-men opportunity
to proceed to high positions in the pnrofessions and non-agricultursai
industries. Womern are in almost every occupation, e.g., law, medicine,
teaching in nigher education, etc. They are appointed to as high
positions as winisters, secretary general, or even judges, for,

according to the Thai laws, women's rights are equal to that of men.

The Thai female lavor force participation was 73 per cent,7
the highest in comparison with her Southeast Asian neighbors, and

aleo one of the highest in the world.

5 iquality of Opportunity and Treatment for Women Workers,
Report VIII of International Labor Conference, 60%B Session, 1975.

Suwannee Chitranukroh, "Female Labor Force Participation
Rate in Thaiiand," Thesis for a Master Degree, University of
Philippines, 1975, p.ll.

7 Ibid., p.47.
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The number of women coming into thie work force increased every year,
from 5 million in the year 1954 to 7 willion in 1968.8 Out of
trh'c number, .75 million were in municipal areas and the other

6.4 millions were in non-municipal areas.

The past decade saw an increasing number of children of both
sexes in rural and urban areas entering higher education., Although
there were less girls than boys in both primary and secondary levels,
the number of women graduates each year in the university level is

almost equal to that of men graduates.

As for women's contribution to family income, the United States
census in 1964 reveded that in about 40 per cent of the cases the
wife's contribution was less than one-fifth of family income. In
an additional %6 per cent the wife contributed btetween 20-40 per cent
of family income and in the remaining 26 per cent she contributed
more than 40 per cent. 1In lialaysia, women in rural areas cortributed
aperoximately 2% per cent of household wage earnings, whereas their
urtar counterparts accounted for about 22 per cent. Indian wouwen
alce contrivuted 34 per cent of household wage earnings while the
Cninese contributed 24 per cent. In Thailand, women working to
au;zeent the family income is common.10 Traditionally they were
in rural agricultural sector, since role of women in the professions
any non-agricultural industries in the modern sector is only recens.
They are seen to work all stages of family cycle, before and after

marrisge, in rural or urban sector,

A e o oy b v o o e o it et b

Pamiiy Respongibility of the Thai Women, Document of
Departmer* of Labor, Finistry of Interior, 1971, p.l.

g fatioral Council of Thai Women, op. cit., p.3.

-~

i0 . . . .
Anphorn Neesoo:x, "Jelcome Address,"™ Asian Regional
P

Worishop, o0p. cit., p.4C.

S
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Table 2

Employed women by martial status in

municipal and non-municipal areas

municipal areas non-municipal areas
Martial status 7
Number Per cent Number | Per cent
Single 323 43.8 2,303 35.8
Married 334 bg,2 3,605 5640
Widow 51 7.0 Shels 5ok
Divorced, separated 29 L,0 183 2.8
Total _ 737 | 100.0 6,435 | 100.0

Source: National Statistical Office, Office of the Prime

Minister, Report of the Labor Force Survey (1967, 1968).

A surveyll of the attitudes of married woman workers in five regions
of the country revealed that more than 90 per cent of women workers

had to work in order to improve their family economic condition.

According to annual survey of National Statistical Office,
females employed within their broad occupational groupings earned
less than males.12 There are no records about the amount of money
females contributed to their family income. It has been known only
that families in the central region and in the southerm part of
Thailand have highest money incomes than in other regions (except

in Bangkok and Thonburi areas) .

11

12 National Statistical Office, Office of the Prime Minister,

Report on the Social and Economic Status of the Labor Force (1976-1977).

Family Responsibility of the Thai Women, op. cit., pe. 10.

3 Family Responsibility of the Thai Women, op. cite, DPe 13,
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Table 3

Employed Persons By

Occupation and Sex

OCCUPATION S%L, TOTAL
Male Female
Professional and Technical 244,860 192,540 437,400
Administrative 147,640 20,530 168,170
Clerical 213,990 114,280 328, 270
Sales 754,850 1,047,530 | 1,802,380
Farming 4,367,480 |2,640,090 | 7,007,570
Transport 542,590 24, 300 566,890
Craftsmen 1,660,510 (1,037,820 2,698,330
Service, Sport, Recreation 319,350 | 315,410 634,760
Worker
Unemployed - 40 40
TOTAL 8,251,270 5,392,540 (13,643,810

Source:; National Statisticsl Office, Office of the
Prime Minigter, Final Report of the Labor
Force Survey (July-September, 1974).

Je have studied family power structure so far that one would
want to know whether women's employment affects their roles in
family decision, or whether her economic contribution has any

impact on the existing family power structure.
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Table 4

AVERAGE MONTHLY EARNINGS OF HOUSEHOLD MEMBEKS(Baht)

Female Hale

Occupational group Government | Private | Government | Private
lMedical workers 1, 247 910 - -
Teachers 1,780 1,361 2,73 1,904
Stenos and typists 1,075 1,496 - -
Bookkeepers and cashiers 1,515 1,556 1,619 1,806
General clerical workers 1,440 1,363 1,551 1,608
Caretaikers and clesners 992 810 1,236 850
Protective services workers - - 1,557 1,08%
¥echanics - - 1,621 1,194
.enicle drivers - - 1,552 1,436
General labourers 1,050 585 1,089 860
Production workers - 749 - 1,167
Construction workers - 784 - 1,143

Source: National j3tatistical Office, Office of the

Prime Minister, Report on the Social and

Economic Status of the Labor Force (1976-1977).
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Again, little has been known about the impact on the Thai families,

but in the United States, much work has been done on this.

Lois W. Hoffmsn's study]'L+ carried out in Detroit, Michigan with

the total samples of 324 intact Detroit families investigated the
effects of the‘married woman's outside employment on task participation,
routine decision~-making and power structure in the family.

The results were as follows:

1. The working wife participated less than non-working wife
and the husband participated more;

2. The working wife made fewer decisions about routine
household matters than non-working wife and their husband made
more; and

3. The working wife had more power than non-working wife.

Blood15 also found that the power structure of marriage

shifted in the direction of a greater voice for the wife in major
economic decisions and & lesser voice in routine household decipivpg.
l.either shift, however, meant that one partner was pushed around

.y the otier. Rather, decision-making rocles adapted naturally to

tue new economic and housekesping roles of the partners.

Kligler's study showed that the working wife influenced
family decisions on major purchases, loans, savings, and investments

to a greater extent than did the non-=working wife.16

14 Lois W. tioffman, "Parentsal Power Relations and the

vivisior of Household Tasks," in the Employed BMother in America,
Hand fMcnally and Company, Chicago, 1963, p.229.

15 Robert Q. 3lood, "The Eusband-wife Relationship,"
Ibad., pr.303-304.
NI

David I.. Heer, "Dominance and the Working Wife"
Ibid., p.251. ‘
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There were also other studies in the United States which
pointed out that in both working and middle classes the working
wife exerted more influence in decision-making than the non-woriing
wife. She was also more apt to dominate family affaires than the
non-working wife.
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CHAPTER III

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This chapter will focus on data collection and data analyses.
A. Data Collection

The procedures involved in data collection are designing the
interview schedule and pretest, selection and training of interviewers
and identifying the sampling techniques.

1. 4 Design of Interview Schedule and Pretest

One of the most difficult parts of survey research is
designing a good questionnire or interview schedule, A good one
wust include the proper questions to elicit the required data from
the subjects being investigated so that no ambiguity arises because
of deficient or omitted questions. Kerlinger developed criteria
of question—writing.l Some of the most important criteria are:

Is the question related to the research problem and the research
ohjective? Does the question demand knowledge and information that
t..c respondent does not have? 1s the type of question right and
appropriate? Is the item clear and unambiguous? Is the question

a leading one? And finally, does the question demand personal and

delicate material that the respondent mey resist?

Taking these criteria into account, an interview schedule
was formulated consisting of about 100 items which covered a wide
range of topics, namely social and economic characteristics, aspects
of "life styles," knowledge, attitudes, and practices of family
Planning, wife's employment and decision patterms..

1 Fred N, Xerlinger, Foundations of Behavior egearch
(New York: Holt, Rinehart, and Winstom, 1973).
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A pretest was undertaeken to try out the interview schedule
to see how it worked -~ whether changes were necessary before the
start of the full-scale study. The pretest provided a means of
catching and solving unforeseen problems in the use of the interview
schedule, the phrasing and sequence of questions, and the length
of the interview. Another valuable part of the pretest interview
was discussion of the questions with respondents after they bad
answered them. The respondents were asked what the question meant
to them, what difficulties they experienced in replying, what
further ideas they had that were not brought out by the question,
how they would ask the question, what their feelings were on a
question when they responded "don't know," etc. The pretest of
30 interviews resulted in some necessary modifications to the
original interview schedule which made it more effective and directly
relevant to the Thai social context. For example, if asked whether
they were presently working, answers would be sometimes "no" even
though they have been doing something to earn their living.
Cbviously, they defined the word "working" as working in the offizz,
or working for wages or salaries. Hence, the question had to be

nodified to mean what they do for a living.

2. Selecting and Training of Interviewers

Ten female graduate students from the Faculty of Social Science
and Humanities, Maghidol University, were selected for training.

There weres three meetings held in the training of interviewers.

The first meeting dealt with a brief orientation lecture,
explaining the principles of survey research, describing the
background, purposes of this study and the basic principles of
interviewing and stressing the importance of careful, accurate
interviewing. The interviewers were remained that their manner
should be friendly, courteous, conversational and unbiased. They
should be neither too grim nor too effugive, neithsr too talkative
nor too timid. The idea should be %o put a respondent nt esz¢, s

that she will talk freely and fully. A brief remark about the fauily
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pets or especially children will often serve to breax the ice.
Above all, an informal, conversational interview is dependent

upon a thorough mastery by the interviewers of the actual questions
on the survey. They should be familiar to ask them informally,
rather than read them stiffly; and they should know what questions
are coming next, so that there will be no awkward pauses while

they ask the question.

They were also told that the interviewer's job was fundamentally
that of a reporter, not an evangelist, a curiosity-seeker, or a
debator. They should take all opinions in stride and never show
surprise or disapproval of a respondent's answer. They should assume
ar interested manner toward their respondent's opinions and never
divulge their own. The interviewers must keep the direction of the
interview in their own hands, discouraging irrelevant conversation

and endeavoring to keep the respondent on point.

During the second and the third meetings, the interview schedule
was studied in detail, going through the schedule question by question,
ex:laining its purpose, and comnenting on the possible difficulties
0. aisunderstandings which may arise. A demonstration interview
conducted before the class proved to be of utmost usefulness as

preparation for the real operation.

3. Description of the Population and Sampling Technigues

The geographical area included in the study is the city of
Ayudhya. It is the former capital city of Thailand, situated about
60 kilometers north of Bankok,

bue to the modernizing process, Ayudhya has become somewhat
unigue wher compared to the rest of the country. The people are
relatively well educated. They are more exposed to mass media anc
influenced by the National Family Planning Progran created under
the Ministry of Public Healtk following a declaratien of s formal
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National Population Policy by the Cabinet in March of 1970.2 Ve
found from the survey that 95.6 per cent of respondents approved
family planning, and the average number of children ever born to
married women aged 20~-45 was 2.4 as compared with the national level
of 4.3.3 Hence,~we are dealing with a population who mostly approve
the concept of limiting family size and exhibit low fertility.

Employing the legal definition of "municipality," the city
area was stratified by municipal and non-municipal areas. Within
the uunicipal area, up-to-date maps from the municipality were procured
for the population area and were used to divide the aree into five
clusters of dwelling units. vThe primary criteria used in defining
these clusters were that they should be easily identifiable in terus
of "Tambon" (sub-district), streets, and canals, and they should
contain all portions of the population area.

One cluster was randomly selected. The sampling cluster was
then divided into ten blocks or ten sections. In each of the ten
blocks, the interviewers were instructed to choose a random starting
point and to select every fifth dwelling unit in accordance with
procedures of systematic selection, and to interview currently
married women, living with husbands, of the ages 20-45. If more
than one eligible woman lived in a household, one was selected on a randuaw
basis. in case a woman eligible for an interview was not at home
at the time contacted by an interviewer, the second visit was made.
And if there was no eligible woman in the selected household, the

interviewers were instructed to select the next-door dwelling unit.

Using household maps prepared by the City Malaria Control Unit,
Kinistry of Public Health, the same sampling procedures were also
applied to non-municipal areas, except that the interviewers were
instructed to select every fourth dwelling unit, instead of every

fifth one, in the designated blocks.

7 2 Ministry of Public Health, Family Planning in Thailand
1965~1970 (Bangkox; Sirivitsya Ce., Ltd., 1971), p. 23.

3 John Knodel and Visid Prachuabmon, "Demographic Aspects of
Fertility in Theiland,* Population sStudies, Veol, I1XVIII, No.3
(November, 1974), p.434,
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0f 800 questionnaires distributed, 776 interviews were completed.
The remarkably high response rate on this survey was not unusual for
carefully conducted surveys in Thailand. The quality and organization
of the interviewing staff might have contributed to the success of
the field operation. The time spent on each interview was approxi-
mately one and a half hours. As reported by the interviewers, the
respbndents were very cooperative, There was no outright refusal,
but some women were reluctant to answer some intimate questions or
to name certain contraceptive methods that they knew of, obviously
due to shyness. However, by virtue of employing female interviewers,

nost answers were eventually obtained.

The completed interview schedules were revised, verified,
coded, and the data were punched on IBM cards. This was done in

preparation for use of the computer.

B, Data Analysis

The units of analysis in the study are individuals categorized
by socioc-economic, life style, and KAP (knowledge, attitude, and
przctice of family planning) differences. For each of major
cu. egories of independent variables, bivariate relationships are
examined. Next , for each of the major categories, & multivariate
snglysis (MCA) is presented to assess the combined effects of the

various indzvenent variables.

A concept of female status is explored in the final chapter,
followed by a description of the Thai family system. Finally, an
attempt is made to explain relationships between wife's employment

and ner role in family decision-making.
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CHAPTER IV

SOCIO-ECONOMIC. STATUS AND FERTILITY

There is much interest in and importance attached to the notions
with respect to the differences in the rate of reproduction of various
segmentg of a population. Even greater significance is attached by
some to any differentials, between the fertility of those in the
lower social and economic classes and those in the middle and upper

clasges of their respective societies.

Historically, two viewpoints concerning the relationship of
class levels to the'birth rate prevailed. The first, apparently
derived deductively from the principles formulated by Thomas R. Malthus
‘at the close of the eighteenth century, holds that increases in
socierconomié status promote higher fertility; and the second,
usually associated with those who have employed the "demographic
transition" as a conceptual device; implies that improvements in
status ternd to inhibit fertility.l However, the relstionship seems
to be considerably more complicated than either position would have
it. The direct and early effect of economic improvement in a society
often may be the stimulation of fertility to higher levels, but such
factors as a rise in the overall level of education and reductions
in infant mortality, which ordinarily are parts of the entire set
of changes designated as socio-economic development, seem to have
a depressing effect on ratés of reproduction.2 Moreover, when thes=
are joined by the awareness on the part of individual couples that
their economic standing may be enhanced if family size is limited,

! David B.bheer, “Econdmic Development and Fertility,"
Demography, Vol. III, No. 2 (1966), pp. 423=444.

2 1bid., pp. 439-440
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increases in status often are allied with decreases in rates of
reproduction. Therefore, the relationship between socio=-economic
status and fertility levels may vary widely from one country to
another, from one group to another or from one period of time to

another within the same society.

There are two measures of fertility used in this study, i.e.,
expected family size and index of fertility preference. As a basis
of anelysis, we shall first look at the relationships of these
dependent variasbles with each of the six independent socio~economiz
gtatus variagbles, namely, wife's education, husband's education,
husband's occupation, family income, land ownersbip and ownership
of durable goods.

Socig-economic Factors and Expected Family Size

The expected family size ranges from O to § with the mean of
3.3%4. Hore than a half of tre sample indicates an ezpected family
gize of 2 or 3. IEmploying tae analysis of variance, the expected
family size ig broken down by each of the socio-economic status

variables iu the following tables.

1. Wife's Bducation

Table 1. Expected family size by wife's

education
Formal schooling Yean Per cent (N) F
(years)
0 -4 3.626 59.4  (454)
5 - 12 2.959 31.2  (246)
13 and over 2.863 9.4 ( 76)
Total 3.340 | 100.0  (776) 7.146%F

Note: For all tables, ¥ = significant at .05,

and ¥¥ = significant at the .Ol level.
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The analysis of wife's education indicates that 59.4 per cent
have less than 5 years of education, and 9.4 per cent continued their
study after finishing high school. Those who earned a college degree

congstitute sbout 4 per cent of the sample.

Figures on Table 1 show that wife's education is negatively
related to expected family size. In other words, we found that the
higner the educational attainment the smaller the expected fertility
thney exhibit. Differences of means are statistically significant
at tue .01 level.

Ze Husband's Education

Table 2. ZXExpected family size by husband's

education
Formal schooling lean Per ceut (N) F
(years)
0 - 4 3.735 | 39.6 (302)
5 - 12 3.237 | 39.1 (304)
13 and over | 2.824 21.3 ( 70)
Total 3.340 | 100.0 (776) 1.657%F

Un the average, education of husband is higher than that
of the wife. Only 39.6 per cent of the husbands completed 4 years
of formal schooling or less, whereas 21.3 per cent had more than
12 years of education including about 9 per cent who obtained

college degrees.

“able 2 indicates that educational attainment of the hustands
is nezatively associated with expected family size. The relationship
is even stronger tnan that of the previous case; it is gignificant
at .01l.
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The results of the analysis, shown in Tgbles 1 and 2, are
consistent with the Longitudinal Study in which Knodel and
Pitektepsombati found a strong inverse relationship between years
of schoocling and actual fertility within the total rural and total

3

urban samples of married Thai women. They also agree with

Prasithrathsin's findings.4

3. Husband's Occupation

Table 3., Expected family size by hugband's
occupation

kind of work Mean Per cent (N) F

Farwing and

4.734%

traditional 3.533 32.6  (244)

lon-traditional 3.429 46.1 (354)

?rofessional 2.807 21.3 (l66)l
|

Total 3.327 ! 100.0 (764)

For purposes of analysis, husband's occupation is stratified
into three categories; 3%2.6 per cent farmers and traditional
employecs; 46.1 per cent non-traditional occupations; and 2i.3
per cent professionals. There is an inverse relationship between

occupation and expected family size, statistically significant at

r4

7 John Knodel and Pichit Pitaktepsombati, "Thailand:
Fertility and Fauwily Planning among Rural snd Urban Women,"
Studies irn Family Planning, Vol. IV, No. 9 (September, 1973),
pp. 237"'2380

% Suchart Prasithrathsin, Some Factors Affecting Fertility
and Knowledge, Attitude and Practice of Family Plgrnning Among
Rural Thai Women (Bangkok:; Chulalongkorn University, 1973}, p. 4%
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the .0l level. This table suggests that as husbands move higher
along occupational levels, fertility consistently declines.

It should be noted that a high degree of association between
occupation and education (.54) is found in the study. Thus, in all
of these comparisons, educational attainment undoubtedly is one

component in accounting for the differences.

The result conforms to the hypothesis and a study by Spiegelman
who found that women whogse husbands were employed on the farm, either
as farmers and farm managers or as farm laborers, had the largest
5

faailies or an average.

4, Family Income

iable 4. Bxpected family size by family

income
Fontnly income inean Per cent () ' F
(Baht)
100 - 1000 3.622 23.6 (180)
1001 - 1500 3,184 26.9 (206)
1501 ~ 2500 3,284 26,1 (204)
2501 aud over 3. 301 23.4 (181}
Total 3. 340 100.0 (776) 1 1.044
{

Fauwily income ig classified into four groups with almost
equal nuuwbers of respondents. Table 4 indicates that the income
group of Baht 100 - 1000 has an average expected family size of

3.6. The mean drops to 3,1 in the second income group, and steadily

5 lortimer Spiegelman, Introduction to Demography
(Canbridge: Harvard University Press, 1968), p. 271.
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creeps up to 3.2 and 3.3 as family income increases. The mean
differences are not significant. However, there is reason to believe
that the lowest income group exhibits the highest fertility. These
people are living at the subsistence level and are usually not ‘oo
concerned about the burden of an added child. As income increases,
families can better manage their household budget and are more
"geonomic-~ninded.™ An additional child is considered more of a
lighbility. Once family attain a secure and higher income level,
their expected family sige expands aes they can afford larger

femilies,

This finding is somewhat consistent with the fertility
differential in the United States where Bogue found that the
axtremely poor and the wealthy have higher fertility levels, while
the niddle classes tend to have the lowest fertility. e asserted
that, traditionally, the relationship has been inverse: the poorer
the tamily, the greater the number of children it tended to have.
3ince 194t there seems to have occurred & marked change in this
pattern. Jith modern birth control readily available to all, the
powr and tie widdle classes seem to be curtailing their fertility
a1~ leaving the vearing of larger families to the group that can
afford it best —-- the rich.6 The analysis suggests that Chiangmai
city might have begun to replicate this fertility patiern as it

is undergoin; the modernization process.

The magjority of our respondents, 72.2 per cent, are landless.
This group has an average expected family size of 3.4 whieh is the

highest wher compared to the other two groups who own some land.

6 Doniald J. Bogue, Principles of Demography
(kew Yorx: John Wiley and Sons, Inc., 1969), p. 704.




5. Land Ownership

Table 5. Expected family size by land ownership

Land ownership Mean Per cent (N) F
(rei)

0 3.416 72.2 (562)

l1 -5 3.334 15.9 (122)

6 and over 2.837 11.9 ( 92)

Total 3340 100.0 (776) 1.836

¥igures on Table 5 suggests that the relationship between land
ownership and the expected family size is negative and linear.
Due to small variation, however, the statistical test indicates
thet there are no overall significant differences among the three

groups.

€. Ownership of Durable Goods

Table 6. Expected family gize by ownership of durable

goods
Durable goods llean Per cent (I) F
(iteus)
4 -~ 6 3.390 34.9 (272)
T7-9 3.058 35.0 (274)
Total 3.340 100.0 (776) | 3.135%

On the basis of responses to questions concerning the posseasion
of certain household items and consumer durables, it is possible

to roughly rank the respondents according to their material wealth
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which may reflect their socio-economic status., Three groups have
beer differentiated. The analysis shows that expected family size
of the three groups differs significantly from one another at the
.05 level. The highest socio—economic status group tends to exhibit
the lowest fertility. The finding agrees with Prasithrathsin's
study of factors affecting fertility among rural Thai women. He
found that those who had the highest material possession scores

were the group who had the lowest fertility, and those who scored

less had nigher fertility.7

The turee independent gocio-economic variables that are most
significant in terms of their relationship with expected fertility,
i.e., wife's education, husbarnd's occupation and ownership of durable
200ds were selected for multiple classification analysis. This is
dorz te investigate the pattern of change as a result of a given
independent variable and to oltain a better conceptual understanding
07 relationsiip vetween these three indicators of socio-economic
stetus and fertility expectatior while controlling for age and nlace

¢l residence.

)

Table o shows that when the confounding effects of husband's
cocupation and ownersiiip of durable goods are controlled, there
resaing lesg differential expected family size as explained by wife's
educatior. The means of expected family size of the first two
edqucationel categories, i.e., U to 4 and 5 to 12 years of schooling,
renain almost unchanged whereas that of the most educated group
increases from 2.87 to 3.12. This produces a somewhat curvilinear

reiationsnip between wife's education and expected family size.

1 Prasithrathsin, op. cit., p. 67.
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Husband's occupation loses some of its explanatory power
when wife's education and possession of durable goods are controlled.
Yet, the linear pattern still exists. PFigures on Table 8 shows
that farmers and traditional employees decrease thelir expected
fertility from 3.54 to 2,44 and non-traditional employees slightly
reduce from 3.43 to 3.41 while professionals increase the expected
fertility from 2.81 to 3,00.

Bxpected farily size differences by ownership of durable
govds which were linear glmost disappear when controlling for wife's
education and husband's occupation. It shows that, after adjusting
for effects of the two independent variables, the means of the
firsl, the second and the third groups are 3.34, 3.39, and 3.27

respectively.

Wiaen the covariates, i.e., age and place of residence, are
irserted into the analysis, the effect of wife's education diminishes
zlmogt completely. Husband's occupation fundamentally maintains

its patiern and strength of relationship.

As regards to ownership of durable goods, the pattern of a
segatively linear relationship is strengthened wien age and place

0! residence have been controlled.

It is interesting to note that the main effect of the covariates
ig due to age rather than place of residence because, as shown on
Table 7, age is positively correlated with expected family size
(.37); it is significant at .01, But no relationship is found

between expected family size and place of residence.

We can conclude from the above analysis that, after controlling
for age and place of regidence and factoring out the confounding
effects of the other independent variables, the "pure" effect of
socio-econonic status tends to be negatively related to expected
fertility. A combination of these three indicators of socio-economic
status plus age and place of residence can explain/ﬁbout 21 per cent
of the variance. By itself, socio-economic status can explain only
5 per cent of the variance.
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CHAPTER V

LIFE STYILES AND FERTILITY

Although man is extremely fecund, his reproductive rate seldom,
if ever, equals his capacity to reproduce. Among all peoples,
reproductive behavior is far from a strictly biological phenomenon.
ifumerous social taboos interfere with the sex act and therefore
with fertility. In highly differentiated civilizations, and especially
among their more sophisticated classes, reproduction is carefully
controlled, Strength of the sex urge is no index of its effective
exercise in producing offspring, since much of social ritual is
designed to sublimate, harness, and direct the sex impulse, which

ig the basis of reproductive beha.vior.l

Working, then, on the initial assumption that high fecundity
of the human race is no index whatsoever of its reproductive benavior,
an interpretation of fertility must be made in terms of dymamic

gocial variables rather than of relatively static biological variables.

One of the most powerful influences in determining the actual
exercise of the reproductive power within marriage is the set of
values that predominate in a given culture. The fertility rate is
a reflection of many influences irn the socio~cultural milieu which

motivate the family.

Within a certain society, fertility rates differ from one
sub-group to another. Important factors influencing a fertility
differential are "life style" differences. A "life style" is an

! Paul H. Landis and Paul X. Hatt, Population Problems:
A Cultural Interpretation (LKew York: American Book Company, 1954),
p. 156.
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articulation of individusl behavior in responses to regularities
in the social aggregate syazmz which reflects, or is conditioned
by, personal values, attitudes, and beliefs. "Life style" signifies
the way people spend their daily life, the way they think, and the
way they act. Freedman asserted that differences in "life stylea"
may influence any of the norms or intermediate varisgbles affecting
fertility.3
This chapter will explore an impact of "life style" variables,
i.e., age at marriage, newspaper readership, wife's movie attendancse,
husband's movie attendance, joint leisure activity (movies), work
experience after marriage, type of family, dependency obligation,
future planning, household budget and control own future destiny

on expected family size.

The analysis will begin with an investigation of individual
"life-style" characteristics as they relate to expected family sige.
A combination of certain "life-style" variables will be further

attenpted to see now they behave together in affecting fertility.

"Lite-Style" Varisbles and Expected Family Sigze

1. Age at liarriage

Davis and Blake classified age at marriage as one 0f the

. . . ) 4
factors affecting exposure 1o intercourse ("intercourse variables";.

2 The term "social aggregate system"™ was used by Thomas R. Ford
and Gordon F. De Jong, eds., Social Demography (Bnglewood Cliffs:
Prentice-iall, Inc., 1970}, p.l10.

3 Ronald . Freedman, "The Sociology of Human Fertility,"
in Ibid., p. 47.

4 Kingsley Davis and Judith Blake, "Social Structure and
Fertility: An Analytic Framework," Economic Development and Cultural
Change, Vol. IV, No., 2 {April, 1956), p. 221.
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This is an important concept in a fertility study, implying that
the younger the age at marriage the longer the rigk to reproduction,
On a crude basis, persons who are married at an unugually young age
5 Etienne von de Walle had
previously discussed various reasons for expecting a negative

tend to have above-average fertility.

association between age at marriage and cumulative fertility.6

Table 1. Expected family sige by age at marriage

Age at marriage Mean Per cent (N) ?
15 = 19 3.424 44.3  (340;
23 - 36 2.711 21,6 (166)
Total 3.339 100.0  (768) | 7.121**

The analysis shows that 44.3 per cent of respondents entered
their marital union early in the reproductive cycle. Only 21.6 per
ceut got married at the age of 23 or over. The average age at
marriage of 20,6 found in this survey is consistent with a previous
study in Thailend where Prachuabmob et al, reported a modal or

normative marriage age of 20 or 21.7

5 Donald J. Bogue, Principles of Demography (New York:
John Wiley and Soms, Inc., 1969), p. 719.

For more detail, see Etienne von de Walle, "Age at Marriage
and Fertility," Medical Bulletin, Vol. VII, No. 3 (1973), pp. l=2

7 visid Prachuabmoh et al., The kural snd Urbsr Population
of Thailand; Comparative Profiles (Bangkok: Chulalongkorn University,
1972), cited by Joun Knodel and Pichit Pitaktepsombati, "Thailand;
Fertility and Family Planning among Rural and Urban Women,"
Studies in Family Planning, Vol. IV, Ko. 9 (September, 1973),
P. 233,
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Table 1 indicates that women who married at ages 20-22
exhibit the highest fertility as compsred with the younger and
the older marriages. It is evident that women who started their
marriage life relatively late (23 or over) expect considerably
lower fertility in comparison to the earlier~-marriage groups. The
inverse association between age at marriage and expected family
size is moderately strong; it is significant at .0l. Thig, of
course, conforms to general expectations and the hypothesis.

2. Newspaper Readership

Hewspaper is a secondary source of information that links
the individual to the outside world. It is a channel by which one
can be exposed to mass media. The one who reads newspaper ¢r news-
magazine frequently will be better informed as compared to the less
frequent readers. A regular reading of newspaper characteriges a
*modern life style.,” It is hypothesized that a high exposure to

nase media is associated with a low fertility.

Table 2, Expected family size by newspaper readership

Newspaper reading fiean Per cent (N) F
Very often 3.154 €7.0 (508)
Less often 3.664 33.0 {250)
Total 3,322 100,0  (758) 7.151%F

The majority, 67.0 per cent, of reaspoudents read newspapers
or newsmagazines almost everday. This group indicates an expected
family size of 3,15 as compared with 3.66 of those who rsad less.
There is moderately atirong negative relationship tetween frequency
of newspaper readership and expected fertility; it is significant
at .0l.
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3« MWife's Movie Attendance

In this context, a movie is important not only as an
entertainmeut, but also as a form of mass media, A movie-goer
has to go out away from home, and, in most cases, meet friends
or make new friends. Usually before the main show, there are national
and international news as well as commercials. It is expected that
there will be a negative relationship between frequency of movie
attendance and fertility.

Table 3. Expected family size by wife's movie attendance

fiovie attendance Mean Per cent (N) F
Once a month 2.878 42,1 (312)
Once in few months 3.390 44.2 (338)
Once a year or less | 4.235 13.7 (102)
*+
Total 3.291 100.0 (742) | 12.875

Respondents were asked how often they go to movies, and three
categories were constructed based on a frequency of attendance.
Table 3 demongtrates a linear pattern of relationship between the
two variables, the less frequent attendance is strongly associated
with the high expected family size. The differences are significant
at the .01 level,

In comparison, husbands go to movies more often than wives.
This reflects a traditionglly male=dominated family where a husband
seeks hig own pleasure in addition to what is shared with his wife.
Table 4 indicstes that there is a moderately strong negative
relationghip between hugba..d's movie attendance aﬁd axpected family
size; it is significant at .0l.
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4., Hugband's Movie Attendance

Table 4., Expected family size by husband's movie attendance

Movie attendance Mean Per cent (N) F
Once a month 2.857 47.5 (350)
Once in few months 3.470 35.9  (264)
Once a year or less | 3.967 16.6 (122
Total 3,261 100.0  (736) | 11.267"F

5 Joint lLeisure Activit movies

Some hypotheses emphasize certain organigational requirements
in the family for efficient fertility control and small familisn.
For example, adequate communication between spouses and their
organization for joint decisions have been cited as necessary
means for efficient fertility control., An important study by %i::
et al, reports that tue absence of efficient familial organigzati
is an important cause of the hignhn fertility in Puerto Rico despite
expressed interest by the population in much lower fertility.8
A more specific type of inter-spousal communication is a discussiom

about joint leisure activity.

Respondents were asked whether they and their husbands usually
£0 to movies together. fThe responses show that 56.8 per cent
of couples normally attend movies together whereas the remairing

43,2 per cent do not. It is evident that couples who have joirt

8 Reuben Hill, J. Mayone Stycos, and Kurt ¥. Back,
The Family and Population Control; A Purto Rican Experience
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina, 1959), cited by
Rongld Preedman, "The Sociology of Human Fertility," in
Thomas R. Ford and Gordon F. De. Jong, eds., op. cit., p.49.




leisure activity expect a smaller family as compared to those who

usually go to movies separately., The differences sre significant
at ,0l.

' Table 5. Expected family size by joint
leigure activity (movies)

Joint activity Mean Per cent (N) P
Yes 4,067 56.8 (416)
Sometimes or no 3.627 43.2 (316)

Total 3,309 100.0  (732)] 9.260%"

This suggests that in a family where decision making and
leisure activity are shared between husband and wife, there is
the tendency to discuss joint activities including sexual interccurse
and desired number of children, thus resulting in a smaller family.
A further regearch investigation is, however, needed to confirm

this assertion.

6. ¥York Experience after Marriage

There is systematic evidence that fertility declines as
married women engage in non-familigl activities, especially those
which take them away from home. Presumably, her status depends on
these other activities and less on her fertility. There is now
evidence that the relationships run in both directions with some
women working because they car have only few children and some
having few children because they want to work. Freedman note that
in high-fertility societies, the role of the wife is supplying
personnel for all-important kinghip unit is so important that her
status is likelg to depend on her ability to produce at least a

minimu® number.

9 Ibid., p. 49.
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Table 6. Expected family size by work

experience afier marriage

Work experience Mean Per cent (N) F
Ever worked 3.388 57.5  (444)
Never 3.360 42.5 (328)

Total 3,347 100.0  (727)| 0.014

Table 6 shows that 57.5 per cent have some work experience
after marriage, and 42.5 per cent have never worked at all after
entering into marriage. These two groups are not significantly
different from one another. This unexpected finding is neither
congistent with general expectation nor with the propesition
adv anced by Bogue that, whether ss cause or effect, women who are
employed have low fertility rates, while those who are not in the

1."r force have above-~average rates.

Thig finding could probably be explained by the notion that
some of those who worked went to work in order to sarn additional
incowme to support their large families. And, the nature of work
they are doing might not be incompatible with the role of mother
and worker, therefore, no differential fertility of working wives
and housewives could be found.

Asking whether family income is adequate for the normal
household expenses. 39.6 per cent say "adequate,” 3l.1 per cent
"just balanced," and 29.3 per cent "inadequate."™ The anglysis shows
that the better they feel the family can manage the budget, the
lower the fertility they expect. The relationship is linear and
significant at .0l,

-

10 Bogue, op. cit., p. 719
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T. Household Budget

Table 7., Expected family size by household budget

Budget situation Mean Per cent (N) F
Just balanced 3.357 31.1  (240)
Inadequate 3.841 29.3 (226)

Total 3.342 100.0  (772) | 8.310%*

8. Iype of family

Family structure is one of the important forces shaping
"life styles"” of coupies. Freedman believed that fertility is higher
to the extent that socially valued goals are achieved in kinghip-based
¢.sanizations and that the specific forms of kinsghip organigation
affect the fertility level in various ways. While the potential
importance of bypotheses in.this area is generally conceded, systematic
regearch efforts are rare.ll There is need for analysis of how
fertility is affected by family type. It is hypothesized that a
level of fertility in a nuclear family will be lower as compared
to an extended family.

Taeble 8. Expected family size by type of family

Pamily type Mean Per cent (N) F
Nuclear 3.344 65.7 (506)
Extended 3.341 34,3 (;64)

Total 3.343 100.0 (770) 0.001

11 Ronald Freedman, "The Sociology of Human Fertility," in

Thomas R. Ford and Gordon F. De Jong, eds., op. cit.. D. 49.
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In the present study, type of family is dichotomiged into
nuclear fawily and extended family., The survey shows that 65.7 ver
~ent have nuclear families, and the remaining proportion of couples
have extended families. It is evident from the above table that
the expected family size of the two groups does not differ from
one another, The finding does not support the hypotheasis.

9. Zuture Planning

Table 9. XZxpected fawmily size by future planning

Future planning lean Per cent (X) F
Planned 3.182 | 70.2  (538)
! .i
Unplanned L 3,719 0 29.8  (228)
|
Total 30342 100.0  (766) | 7.232"
!

Respondents were asked whether they normally plan their life
ahead or not. About 70 per cent have planned for their future and
about 30 per cent simply live from day to day. The results of the
analysis on Table 9 demonstreste that women who usually have their
1ife planuned ahead expect a smaller family sige as compared to
tiiose who have no future plan. The differences are quite large
and statistically significant at .0l. Thie is consistent with

ceneral expectations.

According to a question of attitude toward the comtrol of
ownn future destiny, 46.5 per cent of respondents are certain that,
to gome degree, their life couid be under control whereas more ther
half of them do not believe they can shape their owﬁ destiny.

The anslysis indicstes that women who are sure of themgelves in
controlling their own future expect smaller families as compared
with those who think their future is beyond own control. These
two groups significantly differ from one another at the .0l level,



42

10, Control Own Future Destiny

Table 10, Expected family size by control own future

destiny
Future Control Mean Per cent (N) F
Under control | 3.156 46.5 (346)
Out of econtrol| 3.563 53.5 (398)
Total | 3.374 100,0  (744)| 4.676*

11. Dependency Obligation (other than own children)

Table 11, Expected family size by dependency obligation

Dependency obligation Mean Per cent (N) ¥
No dependent 3.494 68.7 (526)
Having dependent (S) 3,017 31.3  (240)
To tal 3.345 100.0 (766)| 5.825%

\

Respondents were asked whether they have any dependency
obligation other than their own children to whom they give regulasi:
financial support. The anelysis indicates that 68.7 per cent hsv:
no dependents, and 31.3 per cent have one dependent or more to
support financially. Table 1l shows that women who have a
dependency obligation expect lower fertility as compared to those
who do not have to support anyone else other than their own child:
~¥ any. The differences are significant at .05, However, we dn

not know whether expected family size is a cause or an effect of
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dependency obligation., Some couples might be able to render finanecie:!
support because their families are small, or they might have to limit
family size primarily because their dependency obligation is quite
burdensome. Either or both of the situations could be the case.

To further investigate the effects of "life-style"™ characteristice
on expected family size, five independent "life-style®™ variables,
namely, age at marriage, newspaper readership, husband's movie
attendance, household budget, and future planning were chosen for
multiple classification analysis. These variables were selected
from a list of the eleven independent "life-style" variables using
as a criterion their relatively high relationships with the dependent
variable., Further, a correlation analysis indicates that the five
independent variables are not highly intercorrelated with one another.
Significant correlations exist only among a few variables as shown
on Tgble 12. We, therefore, do not have the problem of multicollines. i
in the multivariate analytical model,

A multiple classification analysis, shown on Table 13, sugges®-
that the pattern of negative relationship between age at marriage
and expected family size still exists after controlling the other
four independent "life-style" variables. The strength of their
relationship remains almost unchanged.

Controlling just for the other four independent variables,
newspaper readership loses all of its explanatory power. The
previous moderate relationship is no longer found between newspape:
readership and expected family size. The linear relationship with
husband's movie attendance ig maintained when effects of the other
independent varisbles are held constant. The mean expected family
size of each category slightly fluctuates, thus decreasing the styxw: -
of relationship to some degree.

Differences in mean expected fertility by housenold budget
are reduced when the controlling factors are taken into account.
The linear relationship becomes weaker. When the same controls are
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applied to future planning, the mean expected family sige of the
group who plan for the future increases from 3.14 to 3,18, and that
of the group who do not plan decreases from 3.54 to 3.44, thus

nminimizing the .group differences.

It is interesting to note that the additive effects of these
five independent "life-style" variablea can explain about 13 per
cent of the variance.

Now, let's assess "pure" effects of the independent variablas
when age and place of residence are further controlled. Interestirs:v,
the variation in expected fertility by age at marriage becomes
congsiderably larger when these two covariates are taken into comsidessitiar.
We know that age has more effect on the dependent variable am compared
to place of residence. It, then, suggests that, with adjustments
made for other factor main effects, there is a higher degree of
association between age at marriage and expected family sige in
every age group.

By contrast, no "net" effects of either newspaper readership
or future planning are found when the differences in the other fastc-:
are controlled., The strength of relationship betweer husband's mov..
attendance and expected family size is consistently decreased.

Differences by future planning also become smaller.

Age at marriage, by itself, is the most powerful independen:
"life-gtyle” variable in explaining the differences in expected
family size as compared to the other independent "life-gtyle"
variables in the analytical model. The joint additive effects of
all five variables, plus the covariates, can explain as much as
25 per cent of the variance.

The strong inverse relationship between age at marviage aud
expected fertility suggests that one approach to redueing fertilis-
might be through raising the age at marriage. The probability
that fertility patterns can be deliberetely manipuiated by govermment::
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. .12
effortmis, of coursgse, uncertain,

12John Knodel, "Ralthus Amiss: Marriage Restriction in

19th Century Germany," Social Sciemce, Vol. XLVII, Fo. 1 (1972),
PP. 40=45,



CHAPTER VI
KNOWLEDGE, ATTITUDES AND PRACTICE

OF FAMILY PLANNING AFFECTING FERTILITY LEVELS

In Harch 1970, the Thai Cabinet, after accepting a comprebensivs
report of the National Economic Development Board prepared in
collaboration with the Ministry of Public Health and the Institute
of Population Studies, declared an official national population
policy, whieh called for lowering the high rate of growth through
the practice of voluntary family planning. The Ministry of Public
Health was authoriged to implement and operate the Kational Family
Plarning Program., The program goal was to lower the national
growth rate to 2.5 per cent per annum by 1975.l

This chapter will attempt to assess how six KAP varisbles,
i.e., knowledge of contraception, perception of large family, ueax
preference of children, attitude toward sex education in school,
attitude toward legalization of abortion, and curremt practice
0z birth control, affect the expected family size of the sampled

wonen.

A list of 16 contraceptive methods was prepared for questicns
on knowledge of contraception. To begin with, respondents were
asked whether they have ever heard about any birth contreol devicwes.
Any method they named was given a score of 2; if they know how %2
use, 3; if acceptable to them, 4; if they ever used, 5; and if
they were currently using, a score of 6. The remaining items on
the list which were not mentioned by the re;pondent would be coded 1

1 Jonn Knodel and Pichit Pitaktepsombati, "Thailand:
Pertility and Family Planning among Rural and Urban Women,"

tudies in Family Planning, Vol IV, No. 9 (September, 1973),
P. 230.
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KAP Variasbles and ected Famil ize

1. Enowledge of Contraception

Table 1. Expected family size by knowledge of

contraception
Knowledge level Mean Per cent (N) P
Low 3.374 34,6 (262)
Medium 3.331 34.3  (260)
High 3.356 311 (236)
Total 3,354 100.0  (758) | 0.019

Adding up total knowledge scores of each respondent, the range is
from 16 to 55. For purpose of an analysis of variance, these
kxnowledge scores are trichotomized into ordimal groups.

On the average, these women have a fairly good knowledge
about contraception., Most common methods to them are IUD, pill,
condom, injection, and female sterilization. Mauldin once observs:
that, in comparison with results of similar questions in surveys
conducted elsewhere, knowledge of contraception was apparently wmo ==
common among Thai women than among women in most other develcping
countries.2

It is worth noting that none of the respondents mentioned
breast feeding in conjunction with the contraception eveam thougv

there is a good reason to believe that quite a number of them

2 W. Parker Mauldin, "Fertility Studies: Knowledge,
Attitudes, and Practice," Studies in Family Planning,
Vol. I, No. 7 (June, 1965), pp. 6~7.
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practised or have been practising breast feeding. The comnection
between breast feeding and temporary infecundity is well documentied,
and the evidence has recently been reviewed by Van Ginneken.3
I+ has been established that prolonged breast feeding extends the
period of post partum amenorrhea during which a mother is temporarily
sterile following a birth. Thus, the effect of breast feeding is
to delay conception.4
Table 1 clearly shows that mean expected family sizes of the
three groups do not differ from one another. The result is
inconsistent with the expectation., This might reflect a tendency
for greater proportions of women in a modernizing city, where
knowledge of contraceptive methods has been publicized, to learn
more about contraception as they get older and are more in need of
it and a tendency for younger women to be more exposed to modern

5

ideag, of which contraception is one, Hence, currently-married
wonan are relatively knowledgeable about birth control whatever

fomily size they expect.

The question asked in the study is: "How many children wouid
tiiere be in a family before you would call it large 7" The analysis
indicates that women who perceive 2-4 children as a large family

expect the lowest fertility as compared to the other two groups.

¥ Jeroen Van Ginneken, "Prolonged Breastfeeding as a Birth
Spacing Method, " (mimeo) scheduled for publication in Studies in
Family Planning, cited by John Knodel and Visid Prachuabmoh,
"Demographic Aspects of Fertility in Thailand, " Population Studies,
Vol., XXVIII, No. 3 (November, 1974), p. 44l.

4 Ibid., p. 442.

2 &nodel and Pitaktepsombati, op. cit., p. 244.
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2. Perception of lLarge Family

Table 2, Expected family size by pexrception
of large family

Perception of ‘ . .
large family Mean Per cent (B) P
2 -4 2.647 22.2 (170)
5 -6 2,142 40.5 (310)
7T-9 3.972 3.3 (286)
. . I~
Total 3,432 100,0 (766) 17,456

There is a linear positive relationship between this particuier
attitude and the expected family sige; it is significant ai .Ci.

This is the perceptiou or value expressed overtly by indavide o
to the normative influences operating within the society. fne
attvitude also might be influenced by their own sexpectation, Tha
study of family gize preferences and contraceptive practices iu
lower and middle classes urban Americans led to Rainwater's sorc’uv:z.n
that:

Looking at the total pattern of rationals
for large and small families, we can abstract
one centrsl norm: one shouldn't have more
children than one can support, but one should
have as many as one can afford. To have lower
is regarded as an expression of selfishness,
ill health, or neurctic weakness; to have more
is an expregaion of poor judgement or lack of
discipline,

~

° Lee Rainwater, Family Design {Chicago: Aldine Publisii.g
Company, 1965) p. 150,
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This observation could be a good hypothesis for further
perceptual studies of fertility behavior in Thailand.

e Sex Preference for Children

Fertility may be affected by the requirement of a certain
sex distribution among the children if the family is to fumetion
adequately. There is considerable evidence of preference for soag
over daughters in many preindustrial societies, but in modern )
societies the evidence is not consistent as to preference for aomﬁe?
Sex preference for any kind may increase fertility to produce the

desired minimal sex distribution.

Table 3, Expected family size by

sex preference for children

Sex preference Hean Per cent (N) P
Preference 34397 49.3  (378)
No preference 3.314 80.7 (388)

Total 3355 100.0 (766) 0.203

Table 3 demonstrates that there is an equal proportion betwsew
women who express sex preference for children and those who are
indifferent to it. The analysis shows that there is no significar:
relationship between sex preference for children and expected tamil-
size. The result does not conform to general expectations.

7 Ronald Freedmsn, "The Sociology of Human Fertility," in

Social Demography, ed. by Thomas R. Ford and Gordon P. De Jong
(Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hsll, Inc., 1970), p. 43.
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4, Attitude toward Sex Fducation in School

This variable in an indicator, among a variety of indicas,
of "modernity."g Based on previous studies, an inverse relgtionghip
tetween attitude toward sex education in schuol and expected femily
size is anticipated.

Table 4. Bxpected family size by attitude

toward sex education in school

Sex education Mean | Per cent (N) F B
Approve 3,221 58.3  (444)
Disapprove 3.491 41.7 (318)
Total 34333 100.0 (762) 2,076

In responses to a question on the opinion of sex educstiscu
in school, 58,3 per cent approve it, whereas 4l.7 per cent show
digapproval. The above table suggests that women who think {that
sex education should be taught in school expect & lower fertiliiy
as compared to those who do not agree with the idea. This trend
confirms the hypothesis; it is, however, not statistically
gignificant.

8 The term 'modernity" may be defined by a variety c¢i
indices, such as level of education, exposure to mass wedia,
urban residence, type of occupation, or degree of adherence
v0 religious or cultural traditions. The definition was given
by James T. Fawcett, Paychology and Populstion: Behavioral

New York:

Research Issues in Fertility and Family Planning
The Population Council, 1970), p. 69.
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5. Attitude toward Legalization of Abortion

Table 5. Expected family size by attitude
toward legalization of abortion

Legalization
of abortion Mean Per cent (N) ) 3
Agree 2.949 49.0  {350)
Disagree 3.764 51.0 (354)
Total 3.364 100.0  (750) | 18.568%"

Regpondents were asked whether they agree with legalizing
abortions under six different reasons which were read out loud
to them item by item. It is interesting to observe that more than
75 per cent of respondents approve a legal abortion if a woman ig
pregnant as a result of rape, or woman's health is endangered by
a pregnancy. By contrast, only 36.4 per cent approve an abortion
simply because couples want no more children, This trend is
souewhat consistent with the NORC data.’

Based on responses to the six various conditions, they were
dichotomized into "liberal" (agree) and "non-liberal® (disagree)
groups. Table 5 demostrates that women who are "liberal" about
abortion exhibit a remarkably smaller expected family size as
compared to the "non-liberal” group. The relatioﬁahip is slgnifiec v
at the ,01 level.

9 National Opinion Research Center, liational Data Program
for the Social Sciences (Chicago: University of Chicago, 1974),
Ps 53
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It should be noted that this attitude evaluation is a measurs
of modern values related to fertility control. And the result of the
study supports Fawcett's postulation that, when individuals or populatiocms
are classified on a scale of modernity, an inverse relationship
between modernity and fertility typically is found.lo

6. Current Practice of Birth Control

Table 6. Expected family size by current
practice of birth control

Birth control liean Per cent (K) F
Practising 3.288 61.8 (466)
lot practising 3.389 38.2 (288)

Total 3.326 100.0 (754) | 0.279

As high as 6l1.5 per cent of respondents reported that they
have heen practising birth control, and, this group expects a
slightly smaller family size as compared to the remaining 38.2 per
cent who are not currently practising, However, the two groups are
not significantly different from one another., The result is
somewhat incongistent with a previous study in Thailand by
Prasithratlisin who reported that women who used birth control had
a significantly smaller number of live births than those who did

no’c.ll His measure of fertility, however, differs from this study

0 Fawcett, op. cit. p. 69,

11 Suchart Prasithrathsin, Some Factors Affecting Fertili

and Knowledge, Attitude and Practice of Family Planning Among
Rural Thai Women, Working Paper No. 2 (Bangkok: Institute of
Population Studies, Chulalongkorn University, 1973), p. 45.
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where the number of expected children is also taken into account
in additiorn to their live births., It is highly probable that
women in the sample began practising birth control rather late in
the reproductive cycle, and when the family size had become guite

large.

A further analysis shows that, among the users, approximately
35 per cent are taking pills, about 30 per cent are permanently
sterilized (female) and 22 per cent are practising some other
Aifferent methods. Among the non-users, over half of them intend

to vractise contraception sometime in the future.

The National follow-up Survey reported that, during the first
three years (1968«1970) of concerted effort on the part of the
Ministry of Public Health, among acceptors of the three most common
methods, 49 per cent were taking pills, 40 per cent were using IUD and

. ‘g 12
11 per cent were sterilized.

The above analysis indicates that perception of large family
ard attitude toward legalization of abortion are significantly
related to expected family size. These two independent variables
are then gelected to investigate a partial correlation and their
additive effects on the dependent variables. As shown on Table 7
tiiey are hizhly correlated thus, there will be no severe problem
of ailticollinearity in the multiple classification analysis.

Table 8 shows that, when attitude toward legalization of
abortion is controlled, the strength of relationship between
terception of large family and expected family size is slightly

minimized, The main impact results frown an increase of the mean

12 Allan G, Rosenfield, Chitit Hemachudha, 4Jinich Asavasens,

and Somsak Varakamin, "Thailand; Family Planning Activities 1968
to 1970," Studies in Family Plenning, Vol, II, lo. 9 (September,
1971;, p. 185.
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exXpected family size associated with the "low" perception, i.e.,
from 2.62 to 2.76, thus reducing the group differences.

Similarly, differences between the “liberal™ and "non-liberal”
groups. on a;quéatinn of legalization of abortion become smaller
after controlling perception of large family, This phenomenon might
be due to the madesrate relationship betwesn these KAP variables.

Witen the covariates of age and place of residence: are:
introduced. into the analytical model, both perceptionm of large
family and abortion attitude, in terms of "net™ relationship,
maintain most of their effects on expected family sise. To sum
up, the compounding effect of the two attribute KAP variables,
age and place: of residence can explain as much as 24 per cent of
the total variance. This is relatively powerful in predicting
the expected family size.



CHAPTER VII

ROLE OF WOMAN IN FAMILY DECISION-MAKING

A, Concept of Female Status

In developing an operational definition of female status, it
is necessary to distinguish between domestic and public domains
and to decide whether to focus on the degree to which women are
respected and revered in both domestic and public domains or to
concentrate only on the degree to which women hold power and/or
authority in one of these domains. Such considerations result in
three possible, but not necessarily interrelated, parameters, which
shiould be kept analytically distinct in the discussion of female
status. Furthermore, the extent to which they are manifested in
the domestic domgin may be independent of their manifestation in
the public domain.

Domestic domain includes activities performed within the
realm of the locatized family unit. Public domain includes politicel
and economic activities that take place or have impact beyond the
localized family unit and which relate to control of persons or
things. The distinction between public and domestic realms, also
drawn by Rosaldo and by Sacks,1 is important, since high status in
one domain might conceivably preclude high status in the other, in
some societies,

M.G. Smith defines power as "the ability to act effectively
on personsg or things, to take or secure favourable decisions which
are not of right allocated to the individuals or their roloa."2

1 Peggy R. Sandy, "Female 3Status in the Public Domain,® in
Michelle Zimbalis losado and Louise Lamphere, eds., Woman Culture
and Society, Standford UnlverSLty Press, Standford, California.
1974, p. 190.

2 Michael G. Smith, Government in Zazsu, London, 1960,

Pp. 18 = 19,



61

Power, then, is de facto and not necessarily recognized. He defines
authority as "the right to mske a particular decision and to command
obedience." In other words, authority is recogniged and legitimigzes
power. Rosaldo also discusses female power and authority using
Smith's definition. Since most ethnographers have little or nothing
to say explicitly about female power in the public domain, Smith's
definition provides a useful operational indicator for making
inferences. Furthermore, it is important to recognigze indicators
for making inferences. It is also important to recognize when
dealing with the subject of female status that although female
authority may imply power,female power does not necessarily imply
authority. Consequently, when agssessing female status one must maxe

irnferences about the degree of female power.

The degree to which women are respected and revered is the
parameter most ethnographers have in mind when they say that women
have high status or subordinated status. Western women in their
often highly valued roles as helpmate, sex object, the "driving
force behind every successful man," etc., can be said to have
relatively high status along this parameter. On the other hand,
«upe women, who occupy an sconomic position generally much better
than their husbands but who are openly resented and feared by Nupe
men,3 would bhave to be defined as low in status according to this
dimension. The same can be said of many African women who contribute
heavily to the basic economy while male activities, according to

5

LeVine,4 are much more prestigious. Brown” nakes a similar point

3 S.F. Nadel, "Witchcraft in four African Societies: in
wssay in Comparison," in S. Ottenberg and P. Ottenberg, eds,
Cultures end Societies of Africa, New York, 1960.

4 Robert A. LeVine, "Sex Roles and Economic Change in Africs.”™
in John Middleton, ed., Black Africs, london, 1970, p. 175.

5 Judith K. Brown, "Economic Organization and the Position
of Women Among the Iroquois,™ Ethnohigtory, 17 (3-4), 1970,
pPP. 151 = 167,



62

w en she notes that in one case high status may be inferred from
deferential treatment, whereas in another, high status may consist
of actual position of power over basic resources and important
decisions. As she points out, the two need not coincide and should
be considered separately. She describes in detail Iroquois women

who were not accorded deferential treatment but who held considerable
economic and political power. How deference relates to authority
(does authority necessarily imply deference?) is another question

we shall not get into here,

With these considerations in mind, female status is generally
defined in terms of (1) the degree to which females have authority
and/or power in the domestic and/or public domains; and (2) the
degree to which females are accorded deferential treatment and are
respected and revered in the domestic and/or public domains. An
analysis of variation in female status and the causes of this
varigtion in any one of these conceptual domginsg is a legitimate
and interesting task. £ven more interesting would be an analysis
of the relationship between the domains. For example, it might be
dice vered that high female status in one domain precludes, or is

ante edent to, high status in another domain.

B, Thai Family System

There are both nuclear and extended family systems in Thailand.
It has been always observed that the love of freedom among the Thais
leads to the establishment of nuclear family system which is a kind
of family that consists of only two generations. Yhen the offsprings
grow up and get married, they often leave their parents and set up
their own home when they can afford it economically. There are some
cases that grandparents and relatives live in the same household
although, generally speaking, off-springs who are married will set up
their own households., This type of family is smaller than the so-
called extended family which has many generations living together.
We can see examples of extended family system in China, India, Japan
and the pre-industrial Suropean countries. But Thailand already has
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this value although she is still an agricultural oriented society.
This is the factor that differentiates Thailand from other agricultural

societies,

The extended family has many aspects that are compatible with
the agricultural society bacause there is a lot of untilled land in
this type of society. Also, this kind of social structure demands
a lot of labour in the producing process and the extended family
gystem provides collective labour which exactly meets this need.

The extended family system is self-gufficient because it provides

both consumers and producers simultaneously. As far as social weifsve
is concerned, extended family is a community that is quite able to

meet the needs and wants of its members. For example, it provides
jobs, basic needs and welfare for the sick and crippled members.
Moreover, it provides recreations, education, training of the young,
daintenance of security and human relations. Therefore, extended
family ig a self=-sufficient community in which its arrangement is
sffective for the agricultural society. As a result, most agriculiural

sccieties adopt this family systeu.

In industrial societies, the nuclear family system is widely
practised because the economic condition does not buttress the
existence of extended family. Also, values in these societies are
individualistic. The nuclear family in the Thai agricultural
socliety has both negative and positive impacts. The positive one
is that it helps accelerate the process of development from an
agricultural society to an industrial one. The negative aspect ic
that in the past, it failed to marimize utiligzation of human labour

unlike in the extended family system. Also, the nuclesr family

6 The Javanese (with the exclusion of other societiss in
Indonesia) and the Burmese family systems are similar to Thai
systen.
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creates problems in terms of not being able to have collective
capital and land to be distributed into small pieces since we do

not practise primogeniture,

In agricultural societies where the extended family systenm
predominates, the people live close together even if they have no
close blood relationship. These people help support each other.
They farm together and share their crops. In some cases, members
dine together and share utensils., If someone get sick, he will
get help even from outside the family. Thus this type of family
consists of primary relationship not just among parents and children
but also among distant relatives. This type of relationship can
be exemplified by the Chinese family in Thailand because, until the
present time, there are some Chinese in the rurzl areas who still
live in an extended family that contains about fifty to eighty
members who help make their living together., They have shared
property, collective income and collective expenses. But among
the better off rural Thai, it is a practice to set up their own
fa:ilies as goon as they are married. They build a house for the
newlyweds out of the bride's dowry and the couple move out of the
rarents! place goon after the wedding. Among the poor ones, they
live with the parents until they can afford to set up their own
household., Some couples work hard to move out of their parents!
home even if living on their own is quite difficult. The reason
for thig is that the Thal desire to be independent and free.
Living with ones parents means one has to give up freedom in doing
everything that one wants., Therefore, wost Thai try very hard to
stay away from their parents! home.

The pattern of relationship in the nuclear family is that
oxly parents and children have cloge relationship; other blood
relationships such as cousins, are not considered close. They erse
curgidered relatives but no one is obliged to help them unlike the
case of brothers ancd sisters, On the other hand, among members in

the extended family one is obliged to help distant blood relatioms.
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Among the Chinese, the mere fact that they have the same last name
will make them help each other. Among the Thai, this is not the
case and this is reflected in the motto that Yeveryone is on his
ocwn". When they want to helé, it is not alone for the reason of
being relatives. 'Relationship in the nuclear family has one good
point, that is, it creates self-reliance among its members since

they cannot expect help from their relatives. Moreover, it does

not make them too dependent on the family. This enables them to
migraté without excessive feeling of attachment to the home or
feeling of loneliness.7 As a result, the rate of geographic mobility
in Thailand is rather high i.e., both urban and rural migrations,

The negative aspect of nuclear family is the lack of interdependence
among its members. For this reason one can easily notice that it

is not unusual for well-to-do Thai to have poverty-stricken relatives.
Rich people do not help their relatives because they hold on to the
value that "everyone is on his own", The same explanation of this
value can be applied to the frequent occurence of lawsuits concerning

conflicts over inheritance among broihers and sisters,

On the other hand, the extended family also has its negative
as--:ct in terms of members not being able to work to the fullest
oi uheir abilities. It becomes a system that promotes sluggish
behavior since each family member may think that, though he does
not have income, other members will take care of him anyway.
Therefore, it is not necessary to work in this kind of system.
Those who work hard will have to feed those who do not work. This
is the point of analysis for the underdevelopment of India, The
planned production in India is not reached because of the existence
of the extended family system in the rural and some part of urban
areas in India. This creates the unproductiveness of many people
since there is always someone to support him if he does not have
adequate income. In the Thai society one cannot rely or his
relatives, Thus, there is the struggle for survival. As & result,

the Thai do not blame each other for not supporting poor distant

7See Adul Vichiencharecn: "Movementis of Population within
Thailand™, The Proceedings of the Ninth Pacific S:ience Congress,
1957, Volume 3, 1963,
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relatives. However, they might be blamed for neglecting close

relatives such as their parents.

To conclude, nuclear family system which generally exists in
the industrial society also exists in the Thai agricultural society.
The positive aspect that this system has on the Thai economy is
that it creates self - reliance and facilitates the migration of
people to the needy labour market. The negative aspect is that it
breaks up capital, land labour and creates small scale productions.

c. Wife's Employment and Family Decision-Making

Modern theorists agree that in most democratic countries, %he
family has evolved from a paternalistic to a much more democratic
form, 3Before World War I, married women had many duties, few
rights., They were not permitted to control their property. The
husband had the right to collect and use the wife's wages, to
decide upon the education of the children, and sometimes %o puniah
ttis wife if she displessednim. ‘The right to will children, oven
wioorn, to other guardians was retained by the husband. In the
¢.se of divorce, when granted at all, the husband nad the right
.» determine the control of the children. To a married woman, hex
nusband was her superior, her companion, her master. In every

sector of the social arena, women were in a subordinate position.

Today, couples are more free to choose partners thaen before
and are able to separate more easily. The differences in age and
culture between husband and wife are less marked than before. The
husband recognigzes more willingly his wife's demands and may share
housekeeping and diversions; the wife may even work, In fact,
sociologists claim that the modern husband and wife are so nearly
equal in power that marriage today can be termed "democratic,"

"equalitarian®, or "egalitarian.”s

8Dair L. Gillespie, "Who has the Power ? The harital Struggle?,

in Jo Freeman ed., Women; A Feminist Perspective (SUNY at Purchase :
Hayfield Publishing Company, 1975) p. 65.
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These changes in the form of marriage are generally attributed
to the entrance of women into the economic structure and to the

extension of an egalitarian ideology to cover wonmen,

" From this survey, it is found that as high as 83.6 per cent
of wives had work experience before marriage. After marriage, some
stopped working by spending most of their time as housewives. Among
741 interviewees, 178 respondents or 24.0 per cent are not presently
working,

Detailed information on types of women's employment before
and after marriage is clearly shown on the following table.

Table 1. Main occuption before and after marriage

Type of work After Marriage Before Marriage
Per cent (W) Per cent (XN)

Agriculture 12,3  (94) 17.3  (128)
Service and transportation 1.1 ( 8) 1,1 ( 8)
Trade 18,2 (138) 14.0 (104)
Administration/Management 3.2 (22) 2.4 (18)
Professional 27.6 (200) 31.8 (236)
Others 14.2 (108) 16.7 (124)
Not working 23.4 (172) 16.7 (124)

Total 100.0 (742) l 100.0 (742)

I

Figures on Table 1 indicate that, before marriage, as high
as 31.8 per cent of the sampled women engage in professional

activities.9 It is interesting to note that its proportion droppec

9By "profesgional" career, it refers to a kind of work that
requires special training, e.g., school or college teachers, nurses,
medical doctors, lawyers, and the like.



to 27.6 per cent aftar thev got married. This could be best mrpleinsd
in terms of incompatability between the role of mothers and of
professionals. Along the same line, women who engaged in agriculturs
decreased from 17.3 per cent before getting married to 12.7 per ceus
after marriage. On the contrary, trading occupations increased frea
14.0 per cent to 18.6 per cent. Apparently married women can maintain
their role as housewives and good mother by doing a small business

at home or at some places nearby.

Table 2. Decision patterns on paying a visit and spending.

visiting visiting spending spending on
Decision~-maker | friend relative on food other household
items

Per cent(N)| Per cent(N)|Per cent(N) |Per cent(N)

Always husband | 23.7 (176) 18.3 (136)] 10.2 (76) | 20.2 (150)
Mostly husband{ 8.4 (62) 7.3 (54)| 3.2 (24) k.9 (36)
Joint-decision| 30.7 (228) | 33.7 (250)| 10.8 (80) | 19.1 (142)
Mostly wife 8.9 (66) 3.4 (62) 16.7 (124) | 11.3 (84)
Always wife 28.3 (210) 32.3 (120)| 59.1 (438) | 44.5 (330)

———

Total 100.0 (742) | 100.0 (742)]100.0 (742) |100.0 (742)

Table 2 above shows the degree to which husband and wife
exercise their power in deciding certain aspects of daily life,
i.c., when and whom to pay a visit, what and how much to spend on
food and other household items.

In so far as visit to friends is concerned, the wife has
slightly more power than the husband. However, in most cases this
is a joint-decision. In visit to relatives, the wife is obviously
more powerful than her husband. This is not surprising a phenomencn
because women in general are more delicate and closely attached tc

relatives.
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Reé;rding other types of work such as service and {ransportatiocs,
adminis{ration or management function, there is no significant change
in the distribution pattern.

Looking clbsely at the last row on Table 2, we will gee that
a decision on purchasing general household items is mostly vested
in the hands of the housewife (55.8 per cent}. Only 19.1 per cent
of interviewess responded that the decision came out from discussion

and conpultation,

The wife is even more powerful in spending on food, Out of
742 sampled women, as much ag 438 or 59.1 per cent indicated thst
the decision on what kind of food to buy and how much to buy was
solely made by the wives themselves without even informing their
husbands. There were only 10.8 per cent who discussed this matier
with spouses before spending. It is obvious that the role of womsn
is traditionally high ic domestic or household affairs. 4And it is
relatively low in the public domain which covers four dimensicna@l@

Thiese are it

l. Pemale material control

Females have the ability to act eifectively on,
to allocate, or to dispose of things —
land, produce, craft, etc., beyond the domestic

unit;

2. Demand for female produce

Female produce has a recognized value either
internally beyond the localized family unit or
in an externsal market;

10, . . .o S ;
Oﬁlchelle Zimbalis Rosado and Louige Lauphere, eds.,

op. cit., p. 1l92.
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3., PFemale political participation

Pemales even if only through a few token
representatives, may express opinions in a

- reguler, official procedure and may influence
policy affecting people beyond the domestic unit;
and

4, Female solidarity groups devoted to female political or

economic interests

Females group together in some regular way to
protest or represent their interestis, and are

recognized and effectual in this activity.

Table 3. Decision on family planning

Decision-maker accepting continuing method using
Per cent {(N) |[Per cent (N) Per cent (N)
intirely husband 9.2 { 68) 10.5 ( 178) 9.2 { 68)
Mostly husband 2.4 ( 18) 1.8 ( 14) 3.2 ( 24)
Joint~-decision 44,17 (332) 40,2 (298) 29.9 (222)
Mostly wife 7.0 ( 52) 6.5 ( 48) 10.0 ( 74)
Entirely wife 33,2  (246)] 37.2 (276) 43.9 (326)
N.A. 3.5 { 26) 3.8 ( 28) 3.8 ( 28)
Total 100.0  (742)| 100.0 (742) | 100.0 (742)

Further inquiry is made to investigate family decision pattcrs
on family planning., It is found that, on a question of accepting
or not accepting the concept of family planning, the wife has &
rnore say than the husband at =z proportion of 4 ¢ 1. However, as
high as 44.7 per cent of the total cases make their decisions

through discussions with spouses.
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The role of the husband is decreased when it comes to a decisioun
on whether to continue or to discontinue practising birth control
as clearly shown on Table 3. And the wife's role is increased in
determining methads to be adopted., The simple reason for this is
that .. the most popular birth control devices among Thai women are
pills, injection, and female steriligzation. Condom and male sterilization

are not quite popular in the country especially among rural people.

Table 4. Decision on desired family size and spacing between

children.
! desired spacing
Decision-magker | family size between children
| Per cent (N) Per cent (X)
]
Entirely husband , 13,2 ( 98) 19.8 ( 20)
|
hostly husband i 4.3 { 32) | 2.7 {26,
| | . A
Joint—decision 52,8 (350) 42,5 (313
5
.0stly wife | o5 ( 48) 10.0 ( 74)
tntirely wife 21.6 (160) 29.9 (222}
A 1.8 ( 14) 7.8 ( 28)
Total 100,0 (742) 100,0 (742)

It is worth nothing that husband and wife usually discuss
with each other more often and more intensively regarding desired
farily size and speacing between children. The ewmpirical analysis
reveals that the degree of female power in this matter is

significantly higher than men.

Finally, there is an attempt to investigate relatiocnship
between wife's employment siatug and family decision-making paife- -
The statistical test does w0t sllow us 4o confixs that thers is a

relationship bhetween the two variables. In other words, working
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or not-working type of occupation, and duration of labor force
participation do not significantly affect decision-making patterns
within the family.
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CHAPTER VIII

CONCLUSION

The study shows that five independent variables, namely,
husband's occupation, age at marriage, husband's movie attendance,
household budget situation, and attitude toward legalisation of
abortion are the most important factors in explaining expected
fertility differentials., Among the five, age at marriage is the

single most powerful predictor for expected family size of women.

Cross=-sectional analysis discloses that there is a differemtial
sex role in family power structure. Women have more control in
domestic domain, particularly on family planning perspectives. 1In
most cases, however, a final decision results from collaborative
efforts between husband and wife. And finally, women's employment
is not significantly associated with female status in deciaien
power.,
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