RQ+ AT A GLANCE

RQ+ provides a systems-informed approach to defining and evaluating
the quality of research, and its positioning for use and impact. It allows

tailoring to context, values, mandate and purpose, and can support
planning, management and learning processes at any stage in the
RESEARCH QUALITY PLUS lifetime of a research project, program or grants portfolio.

PART 1
RQ + Eramework components The RQ+ Framework operationalizes the three tenets of the RQ+ Approach.

@ CONTEXTUAL FACTORS @ QUALITY DIMENSIONS & SUBDIMENSIONS @ SYSTEMATIC AND EMPIRICAL APPRAISAL
Constraining and enabling contextual factors The four dimensions and their subdimensions encapsu- Performance is characterized using customizable
— within or external to the research effort — late the quality assessment criteria. Tailored for IDRC: research quality rubrics.

most likely to affect research performance

are identified. 1. Scientific Rigour Characterization of each contextual factor, dimension
11 Protocol and subdimension is done using tailored rubrics that

Examples from IDRC experience: 1.2. Methodological Integrity combine quantitative and qualitative measures.

External factors 2. Research Legitimacy ) )

1. Maturity of the research field 21 Addressing potentially negative consequences Ratings on an 8 point scale show four levels of

: 2.2 Gender performance (or progress).

2. Data environment )
2.3 Inclusiveness

3. Political environment ) This is an example. Scales should be created to fit a
2.4 Engagement with local knowledge purpose:
Internal factors 3. Research Importance
4. Organizational research environment 31 Originality
5. Research capacity strengthening 3.2 Relevance | I W Wb W
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4. Positioning for Use
Research quality rubrics and qualitative measures

41. User Engagement
4.2. Openness & Actionability

PART 2
A Dynamic Evaluation Stance Use RQ+ to govern research from start to finish.

. Eg. Afunding agency ... Eg. Aresearch team uses ... Eg. Auniversity faculty uses

uses RQ+ to describe to RQ+ as checklist at a team RQ@+ to identify, evidence and

applicants what they look meeting to identify areas report compelling illustrations

for in quality work. for attention and action. of their work.
Priority Setting Implementation Communication
Design Evaluation
E.g. Athink tank constructs a research propo- E.g. Ajournal assesses manuscripts received i
sal for a local government, which embodies the using a tailored version of RQ+, and at annual
attributes derived from their vision of quality junctures examines metadata to understand
research and acknowledges the contextual strengths, weaknesses and opportunities
considerations built into the project. .-+~ within its community. -
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