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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

The population problem concerns all who have a vital interest in
the quality of 1life of present-day society. As such it is no longer
just the concern of sociologists and anthropologists, medical doctors
ad economists but psychologists as well.

In a study by Bulatao (1977), he noted that 32 percent of all
irths between 1968 #n’ 1972 were unwanted, in the sense that they
«dded up to more children than the wvoman desired. This he gathered
‘rom the 1973 National Demographic Survey. By the middle of 1979,
he Pbilippine population was estimated at 4#6.6 million and growing
wnually at the rate of 2.4 percent, although it has declined from
.78 parcent since 1975 (Republic of the Philippines Fertility Survey,
980). In order to achieve population levels that are conducive to
atioua) welfare, the Commissiom on Population (1980) has set the
231): .my v pulation growth target:

«ee To reduce population growth rate from an
estimated 2.3% in 1980 with a population level
of about 48 million to an estimated 2.0% in
1989 (with a population level of about 53

million). This growth reduction is consistent
with the long-term goal of achieving replace-

mant fertility or a net repreductive rate of

1.0 by the year 2000, by which time, the

population level would be about 67 million,

grow.ag at a rate of 1,0% per aanum.

"u apite of a set long term goal of reducing the growth rate to

1.0 nercent by the year 2000, tiuxa iz still a lack of an explicit
policy on the mumber of children that is advocated in the Philippines
which is cousigtent with such a growth target. Information varies
concerning the iimit govermnment policy wuuld set on family size, as
in tre cuse ::f maternity privileges and additional tax exemptions.
Some Asian couitries like Singapore, Malaysia, Taiwan, India and
others have existing policies, explicit or implicit, on the desired
femily size. In Singapore, a series of laws were passed to discourage

parents from having more than two children. For Malaysia, the government



has limited maternity benefits for government workers to include only
the first three children. The Malaysian government is also considering
the possibility of implementing a financial incentive to women found
not to be pregnant., There is no definite official policy on the ideal
femily size in Taiwan. Some family planning groups, however, have
provided incentives to parents agreeing to limit family size. One
district of Taiwan has come up with an "educational bond" to cover
tuition fees to families who have no more than three children. In
order to limit family size to two or three in India, monetary
compensation for sterilization of both male and female was raised

to Rs. 150 for two living children or less, Rs. 100 for three living
children and Rs, 70 for four or more children. (Final Report of the
Specisl Committee to Review the Philippine Population Program,
Appendix 4). The lack of a government policy in the Philippines
regarding completed family size calls for a real understanding of

the cultural values attached to children.

There is no doubt that the Philippines is a country whose
people put prime importance on children. In the eyes of his or her
parents, & child may serve certain economic functions or may satisfy
deep psychological needs. Several studies attest to this observation.
In their study on childrearing practices among Filipinoa, Guthrie and
Jacobs (1967) observed that:

The Philippines is a child-oriented society.
Children are eagerly desired since they are
seen as assets to a family. Their companionship
is sought by parents and older siblings, and by
other relatives and neighbora as well. At every
age a portion of family life revolves around the
child providing him with many roles ranging from
a passive recipient of the attemtion which is
shovered upon him to a responsible caretaker of
younger siblings to the ever necessary water
carrier. There are few adult activities from
which a child is excluded. He accompanies

his mother to market, his older sister to
school, his older brother when courting, and

his father to the fields. The Philippine

family creates many places for children within
its activities and often creates many children
to fill these places.



In the Philippines having children is a central
purpose of marriage. Failure to have children
is a matter of grave concera to both husband and
wife, even to relatives and meighbors. Children
are a gift from God., They are an indication
that the large family is in "God's grace" or
"blessed.” Thus there is no real planning as

to family size, or any real attempt at spacing
(Ppo 57"58) .

In their anthropological case studies on the Filipino family in
its rural and urban setting, Mendez and Jocano (197h4) confirmed the
previously mentioned f‘.ndings.

An importar reason for getting married is to
have children, who are the best proof that
husband and wife have become one in their
offsprings. They are strong ties that bind
a couple, "matibay na bigkis ng magasawa."
Couples are less likely to ssnarate if they
have children, and husbands are more likely
to stay faithful, too. Children are gifts
from God, parents ¥ith many children are

many times blessed (pp. 72-73).

7t . studies wer:  ited by Bulatao (1976) with similar findings
comcerning values asmocisted withk children. Arnold, et al. (1975) in a

croes-national study of several Asian countries on The Value of Children
#1s0 had this to say:

Juildren are more than the object of their
parents' attention and love; they are also a
biological and social necessity. The human
species perpetuates itself through children;
cultural, religious and national groups
transait their values and traditions through
children; families maintain their lineage
through childrem; and individuals pass on
th: 'r genetic and social heritage through
children, The ultimate value of children

is the continuity of humanity (p. 1).

TL » question of why people continrue to have children is a
fundament 11 question of human motivation and values. Motives and
values are intricately interwovsn and are virtually inseparabdle.

The concept of value is important for it replaces the needs approach
to motivation with & positive explanation of why men do what they do.
In the needs theory, motivated behavior stems from the elimination



of a lack. A man strives for love because he does not have it amd
needs it. Essentially he is struggling to fill a void. The introductica
of the idea of value, however, changes this interpretation of man's
struggle for love to a striving for something that he has learned is
good or right or has value. The concept of value therefore provides a
positive rationale for motivation (Barry, 1965). Kluckhohn in Smith
(1969) defines value as:

eses & conception, explicit or implicit distinctive

of an individual or characteristic of a group, of

the desirable which influences the selection from

available modes, means, and ends of action.

The crux of the present conception of ¥alues then is the word
desirable. The vaitiety of reasons for wanting children are termed as
values attached to children to underline the return a parent expects
or the utility he or she derives from having children. The contrary
concept disvalues refers to costs one expects to incur with children.
Thus the term value is used to cover both utility and cost, understood
as some cognitively distinguished component or consequent of having
children that has affective or moral significamce attached to it by
some participants in a particular culture (Bulatao, 1976).

An important psychological variable that can be related to the
concept of motivational values for childbearing is the variable of
locus of comtrol. This was earlier discussed in the comtext of
demographic decisions pointing out that life choices on matters such
as occupation, marriage, migration and family size are increasingly
subject to volition, rather tham tradition or fate. People are not
Just bundles of beliefs, attitudes and values that channel motives.
People differ in the degree to which they are psychologically
organized to carry out a planned course of action. However, there
is many a slip between intemtion and realization, between expressions
of attitude and comsequential behavior (Beck, 1967).

The locus of control comstruct is a socio-psychological variable
that gives considerable evidence of coming to grips with the problem
of intention and realization and deals with individual differences in
the capacity for self-determination in teras of self-conceptions as
being an origin or pawn of social causation (De Charms, 1968) or in




terms of generalized expectancies as to whether outcomes of one's
actions are under internal or external comtrol (Rotter, 1966; Lefcourt,
1966) . People who are convinced that they are origins referred to as
possessing an imternal locus of control or internals behave im such

a way that outcomes are under their own control; while those who see
themselves as pawns referred to as possessing an external locus of
control or externals see themselves and behave as though they are at

the mercy of external forces.

In Rotter's theor; the coamtrol construct is comsidered to be a
generalized expectws , operating across a large number of situations,
which relates to whethc: or not the individual possesses or lacks
pover over what happens to him. Individuals are labelled externals
vwhen they are said to have a generslized expectamcy that reinforcements
are not under their control scross vary ng situations. The control
dimension distributes individuals according to the degree to which
they accept responsibility for what happens to them. As a general
prir-iple, internal control refers to the perception of positire
end v yative outcox2s as being a consaquence of one's actions and
thereby under perscnal control; external comtrol refers to the
perception of positive or negative events i+ being unrelated to one's
behavior in certain situations and thcrefore beyond personal coatrol.

Significance of the Study

Population studies to date involving psychological and socio-
demographic variables appear to be in their infantile stage particularly
dv . ‘n the Philippine setting. While it ie true that there have been
scverel studics conducted concerning velues attached to children, no
study has be 1 conducted as yet regsrding the relationship of a
paych ‘ogical variable and « s:ucio-demogravhic variab’: to values omn
childbcariig. Inasmuch as the act of childbeariag involves persons
in the context of their own social setting, it is imperative that
studies of this nature be investigatad.

The conceptual framework upon which this study is based is
premised on the idea that locus of control orientation is an important
socio-psychological variable that affects motivational values for



childbearing. Such values are assumed to have been acquired from one's
social eavironment because of their desirability. Hemce, results of
this study could comntribute to the existimg body of kmowledge om the
predictive value of the locus of control comstruct in human behavior,
more significamtly in the context of the Filipimo culture. The fimdings
would also be a contributiom in the umderstandimg of the motivational
values for childbearing in a culture of poverty.

A theme that umnderlies much of the speculatiom about motivatioms
for childbearimg is that social chamge brings about changes im the way
children are valued. If more were known sbout the personal and social
values served by childbearing, then the government could be helped in
tailoring programs that would provide alternative sources of satisfaction.
A humanistic answer to the population dilemma of the immediate future
may be found not by denying parents children that they have learned to
desire, but by offering alternative sources of satisfaction to rechannel
reproductive motivations.

Adequate measures or intervention programs can also be developed
to enhance people's propensity to take command of their own fate, that
is, deciding on the number of children one can actually have in the
context of a realistic life situation. Perhaps, we would be dealing
with the very root-cause of the problem of population.

Review of Related Literature

Locus of Control Studigs

Botter's locus of control construct (1954) has generated a wide
variety of research using different dependent variables from the more
basic like learning to the more applied socio-psychological variables
such as conformity, attitude change, memtal health, crowding, etc.

To reiterate the basic conceptualization on which this theory was based,
locus of control was originally conceived as a mediating expectancy
variable which primerily affects learnimg. An internal person has

an expectancy that the environment is opem to personal masmipulatioa

and that a relatioaship exists between his actioms and his reinforcements.
An external person, on the other hand, expects reinforcements to be under



the control of others and expects that effort does mot mecessarily
result in reward. Briefly then, the internal-extermal (I-E) comstruct
is viewed as a generalized expectancy which operates across a variety
of situations. Conceptually defined, the locus of control coastruct
refers to the degree to which am individual relates the occurrence of
reinforcements (or lack of them) tc his own actions. That is, an
externally controlled person perceives reinforcements to be primarily
determined by factors beyond his comtrol (chance, fate, or powerful
others); whereas, an internally controlled person perceives that the
reinforcements he ovtains are primarily due to the comsequences of his
own efforts.

Foreign studies. Battle and Rotter (1963) comducted a study on
children's feelings of control as related to social class and ethnic
group. It was found that the interaction of social class and ethnic
group was highly related to internal-external attitudes., Lower-class
Negroes vwere significantly more external than middle-class Negroes or
whites. Middle~class children in general were significantly more
internal than lower-class children.

Using subjects enrclled in a southern Negro college, Gore and

Rotter (1965) found that the I-E Comtrol Scale predicted the type

and degree of commitment behavior manifested to effect social change.
 Those subjects scoring lowest in externality (internal Ss) signed
statements expressing the grestest amount of interest in social
action while the more external subjects either expressed no interest
in participation or minimal involvement probably because they believed
that they cannot offeot any changes.

A review of ethnic studies revealed that groups whose social
position is one of minimal power either by class or race tend to
score higher in the external comtrol directiom (low internals).
Within the racial groupings, class interacts o that the double
handicap of lower class and lowsr "caste" seems to produce persons
with the higheat expsctancy of external control. Perhaps apathy and
vhat is often described as lower-class lack of motivation to achieve
may be be explained as a result of the disbelief that efforts pay off
(Lefcourt, 1976).



Several studies have investigated conformity in relation to the
I-E control construct. Researchers have predicted that externals would
conform more than internals since their expectations involve the view
of events as being due to sources outside their own control. Internals,
on the other hand, if aware of outside pressure, should more likely
resist this pressure since it would run counter to their expectancies
of being in control of their environment. Some indirect confirmation
of these hypotheses was obtained in a study (0Odell, 1959) which showed
that those subjects ranking high in externality on an early version of
the I-E scale also were sighificantly more conforming than were internals.
The study conducted by Ritchie and Phares (1969) involved communications
vhich vere identical but which were attributed to either high- or low-
prestige sources presented to groups of internal and external subjects
in order to influence their attitudes. As predicted, external subjects
changed more in response to a high-prestige than in response to a low-
prestige source and also changed more than internals when both received
a comsunication from a high-prestige source.

A revised version of Rotter's I~E scale known as the IPC Scale
developed by Levenson (1972) and used by Mahler (1970) was administered
to female and male university atudents in Japan and the U.3. The
Levenson IPC Scale includes two dimensions of externality, namely
control by powerful others and control by chance or fate instead of
the Rotter unidimensional external variable. Results of the study
confirmed two predictions. American students scored in a more internal
direction than did the Japanese students, who felt that they were more
controlled by chance or luck than do American students. The prediction
that the Japanese would score higher on control by poverful others
waa not confirmed. However, Japanese females were significantly higher
than Jopanese males in their perception that their lives were controlled
by powerful other people in their external world.

Levenson (1973) conducted a study for the purpose of measuring
more accurately expectancies of control as they related to adjustment and
clinical improvement. The Levenson IPC Scale was administered at monthly
intervals to 165 functiomally psychotic and neurotic inpatients. Initial
testing within five days of hospitalization indicated that patients



perceived significantly more comtrol by powerful others, and comtrol
by chance forces than normal samples, and psychotics scored higher than
neurotics. Committed patients believed that powerful others controlled
their lives, and readmitted patients had higher perceptions of comtrol
by powerful others and chance forces than new patieants. During their
first month of hospitalisation, patients gained in their belief in
internal control. However, initial scale scores were not significantly
\ tifferent from those obtained before discharge.

Using data from ‘nterviews with 1,865 married women in rural and

urban strata of three Indian states, the study of Mukherjee (1979)

- valuated three core dimensions of modernity namely, subjective efficacy,
penness to change and propensity to plan, as predictors of different
wspects of family planning and fertility. The hypothesis was tested
hat the modernity values are positively related to the attitudes
oward the small family independent of background and other relevant
variables. None of the modernity values, however, were found to predict
regnancy rates. Nevertheless, they contributed substantially to the
rediction of knowledge about and attitudes toward family planning,

a8 well a favorability toward family size. VWomen who expressed a
greater sense of personal efficacy, openneas to change and planning
propensity were more likely to be favorably disposed toward small
femilies. Carment and Paliwal in an earlier study in 1973 found that
smong male workers employed in a large factory in Delhi, internals
favored contraception more than externals. Empirical results, however,
did not estahlish a direct relationship between locus of control and
either fertility or contraceptive adoption, but locus of control may
intervene in the relationship between certain socio~sconomic factors
and family planning attitudes through its effect on favorability
toward contraception.

Subjective efficacy, defined by Williamson (1970) as "the
respondent's feeling that he is in & position to control his own fate,
that he can cope with his present emvironment and that it is possible
for a man to have an impact in his environment," appears to be subsumed
by the locus of control dimension. It hag been shown that family



planning knowledge and fertility-related behavior were associated with
subjective efficacy in India. Williamson's analysis indicated that in
India "subjective efficacy and ideal family size function more as
independent determinants of favorability toward birth control than as
intervening variables between the social variables and favorability
toward birth control..."

MacDonald (in Fawcett, 1973) reported that "among the unmarried
femalea who indicated that they had engaged in premarital coitus,
substantially and significantly more of the respondents high in internal
c¢ontrol reported the use of some form of birth control compared to
those high in external control."

Rotter's I-E scale was used in relation to life crisis and crieis
resolution in the clinical setting. Crisis patients who are usually
overvhelmed by forces beyond their control would be more externally
oriented on the I-E scale than a similar group of nomcrisis out-
patients. However, after a six-week crisis resolution period crisis
patients would significantly shift toward the internal direction while
noncrisis patients would show no significant I-E shift. Results of
the investigation confirmed the hypothesis. Magnitude of the I-E
change as being negatively related to age was not supported.

In summary, studies on locus of control have shown that the
construct is related to (a) social class and ethnic group: lower class
being associated with externality, middle class with internality;
Japanese students were found to be more controlled by chance or luck
than were American students (b) conformity behavior: subjects ranking
high in externality were significantly more conforming than internals
(¢) fertility-related behavior and femily planning knowledge: women
with greater sense of efficacy (internals) had favorable attitudes
tovard small families; high internal unmarried women reported the use
of some form of birth control methods,

In the clinical setting, it was found that crisis patients
(those overwhelmed by forces beyond their control) showed a significant
shift to the internal direction after a six-week corisis resolution. 1In
another study, neurotic and psychotiq/pltionta who believed that they

e



were controlled by powerful others and chance forces gained in their
belief in internal control. Both atudies indicate that internality
can be achieved with the right kind of intervention.

Philippine studies. Tangco (1977) studied the effect of
frustration on the flexibility of internals and externals. Flexibility
was defined as the sbility to bresk existing patterns of behavior, to
break sets, and consequently to introduce innovations in approach.
FPrustration is the blocking of goal-directed behavior. Fifty-six female
high school seniors »srticipated in the experiment. They were exposed
to a nonsolvable protlem after solving a series of problems (embedded

in a game presented either as a game of chance or skill) desigmed to
establish a response set. Results of a 2x2x2 analysis of variance
shoved that externals given skill instructions were the first to show
deteriorative effects in flexibility. Differences in the flexibility
socores among internals given skill instructions, internals given
chance instructions and externals given chance instructions were not
sufficient to arrive at a definite conclusion.

An attempt to relate the locus of control comstruct with erowding
was studied in the Philippines by Mataragnon (1980). Using a 2x3x2
design she investigated whether the degree of residential crowding
sxperienced by Filipino urban slum-dwellers was affected by sex
(male and female), age (children, adolescents, adults), and perceived
control (internal vs. external over the snvironment), Perceived
control was operationalized both as a general locus of control
orientation (measured by the Pilipino Locus of Control Scale for
the Urban Poor) and a specific control over the home environment
(meagured by the Specific Control Scale). Results of her investigation
showed that sex had no main effect, but that age and specific control
over the home anviromnment had significant effects of crowding. This
was true for children and adolescents but not so much for adults. The
interaction between sex and sge and the interaction betwsen age and
specific control alsc significantly affected scores on crowding. Locus
of eontrol did not affect crowding but had some slight relation to the
frequency of coping reactions, which alao bors little relation to
crowding. Locus of control was also found to vary with sge. Children
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on the whole were less internal in their judgements than adolescents
and adults.

Studies on the Value of Children:
Motivation toward Childbearing

Motivation for childbearing can be adduced not only from the fact
that most people indeed do have children but also from research and
theoretical accounts by sociologists and anthropologists.

Foreign studies. In their attempt to assess motivations for

parenthood, Robin and Greene (1968) categorized the responses of their
participants through the use of a 30-item incomplete sentence tests
The four categories were: altruistic, the unselfish motivation for
parenthood, affection for children, concern for them and the need

to express nurturaace in relation to them; fatalistic, that man or
woman was brought into the world to procreate and perpetuate the
species; narcissistic, that the child will reflect glory upon the

parent, that it is a proof of either masculinity or femininity as

well as proof of either biological, physical or psychological adequacy;
instrumental, that a child is employed as vehicle in the achievement
of specific parental goals.

Pohlman (1969) reviewed the empirical psychological studies on
the number of children desired and the expressed motives for wanting
to produce them. Among the predominant motives for childbearing were:
children make the parants happy, social pressures to have children,
social sex-role expectations and religious pressures. Reasons given
for not desiring children (cost factors) were: curtailment of parental
time, freedom and privacy; competition for love from the marriage
partners and economic considerations.

Hoffman and Hoffman (1972) pointed out, however, that many of the
values or motivations that emerged from the studies reviewed by Pohlman
appeared to be centradictory and seem to change from one group to
another and even within the same individual from time to time. Because
of this wide variation, they concluded that generalizations from most
of the findings vere nearly impossible. Instead they argued that the
values for having children are not simple ones but result from a
complex interaction of large numbers of social, economic, cultural,
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and possibly biological factors. The importance of subgroups within
a society as a significant future area of motivational research was
pointed out.

Hoffman and Wyatt (in Fawcett, 1970) analyzed recent social
changes that might alter individual motives for large families.
They focused on three aspects of modern society namely, changes in
the parental role and concept of parenthood, changes in the woman's
role, and the increasing loneliness and alienations of individuals.
These factors according to their conceptual analysis, which did not
spell out any specific details, may interact to produce an upward
shift in reproductive desires. They point out the relevance of these
factors which may be expected to vary fer subgroups within the society
and may provide an opportunity for empirical tests of their hypotheses.

A study by Singh (1973) was conducted among 500 childless,
unmarried male and female (American and Hindu subcultural groups) whose
ages ranged from 18 to 21 years. The sentence completion projective
technique was used to assess childbearing motives. Significant
differences between cultural groups and sexes were found for number
of children described, sex ratios, ages, and whether children are
named. In the American sample, 42 percent of the males and 74 percent
of the females specified the number of children as a part of their stories.
In the Indian sample, 58 percent of the malea and 83 percent of the
females made this specification. With regard to the number of children
indicated, the average for American males was 1.58; American females,
2.0hk; Indian males, 2.31; Indian females, 3,68, Statistical test
findings showed that Indians specified a greater number of children
than do Americans; females of both cultures described a greater number
of children than do males. It was also found that there is a greater
preference for males in the Indian sample by both male and female Ss.
The tendency for Indians to indicate nemes was significantly greater
than for Americans. Expressed motives for childbearing were: for
American males -~ vicarious fulfillment of avocational deasires, father-
child love, the father's loss of personal freedom; for American females -
mother-child love, joy of watching children grow, loss of personal
freedom; for Indian males - financial burden of fatherhood, vicarious



-1 -

fulfillment of vocational desires, improvement of status on being a
father; for Indian females -~ improvement of status on being a mother,
security in old age provided by soms, children's respect for the
mother.,

FPawcett (1978) using an analytic scheme derived from the
cross-cultural study of the value of children involving the U.S.,
the Philippines, Japan, Taiwvan and others (VOC Project) examined
the motivational patterns for the first child and the effects of the
first birth on motivations for the second child. The data currently
available, however, are merely speculative. Concerning motivations
for the firat child, the controlling positive motivations appear to
be of a more symbolic nature than is the case for later children.
This, according to him, is partly due to the prospective parent's
lack of experience with child rearing; but perhaps more importantly,
motivation is related to the role expectations of society. Thus,
the first child symbolized such factors as adulthood, parenthood
virility or femininity, fecundability, fulfillment of the marriage,
snd the establishment of a "family".

At a somevhat sbstract level is the curiosity motive. People
wvant to find out about the experiences of childbearing and parenthood;
they want to reproduce themselves; and they are interested to watch
the growth and development of their own child. More concretely,
the firat child clearly fulfills an emotional meed. The desire to
give and receive love has been shown to be a powerful first-child
motivation. The first child, especially if it is a son, may also
fulfill the desire for continuity of the family name.

With regard to the effects of having the first child, the research
gives a pattern of motivations emerging subsequent to the first birth
that impels people strongly toward a decision for a second child. The
majar elements appear to be: (first, =ibling relationship which is
activated after the first birth; second, sex preference which is
heightened for the parent whose sex is the opposite of the firat child,
plus the effects of the common desire to have children; third, emotional
benefit which iz an increased awareness of the gratifications in parent-
child relationships based on the feelings generated in having the first
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child; and fourth, opportunity costs, the salience of which is decreased
after the first birth. These four elements of motivation for a second
child would seem to operate for parents in most circumstances. The
potential constraints, such as perceived economic costs, do not seem to
change substantially after the first birth. From the perspective of
parents' perception of values and costs, the birth of a second child
seems nearly inevitable, except in cases of extreme social or situational
constraints.

Philippine studins. Palabrica (1969) conducted an exploratory
study in Cagayan de Uro City which focused upon the motives and

attitudes of married women that underlie the large family. Data
gathered suggested that the large family is not the result of a desire
of couples to have many children nor of a desire to achieve some
goal necessarily bound up with a large family. Although several
women mentioned family goals, the overwhelming majority desired a
large family neither in itself nor as bound up in some other goal.
Thus the large family, traditional in Filipino culture, seems more a
result of uncontrollied events than of any purposive action. This
suggests that ignorsnce of ways of regulating births together with
doubts about the morality and about other aspects of family planning
as well as difficulties in following out an orderly, scheduled regime
of birth regulation practices, are the factors, which in many cases
at least, underlie the exiastence of large families in Cagaysn de Tro
City.

Bulatao's study (1976) which wes part of the VOC project of the
Population Institute of the East-West Center in Hawaii involved 389
relatively ycung married couples from the urban (middle and lower
clase from Ketro Manila) and rural (lower class from Bulacan) areas.
The two acet frequently given advantages for havipg children wera:
the happiness children bring to parenis ard intc the home (stressed more
by the urban sample), #und the cars, guidance amd finapcisl security
they provide in old sge, The next two were utilitarisn in nature which
were both stressed by the rural sample: practicel help from children,
in housework, in running srrands, in watching over the house, economic
assistance or the help in earning a living or when parents are in need.
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The 4S-value statements in a Likert-type scale were subjected to
a principal componeat factor analysis to determine the underlying
dimensions along which respondents differed in valuing children. The
first and most important factor hed to do with traditional family
values, with the continuity of the family name and of family traditionms,
of the society through the family, and of the individual through his
children. Because of the apparent contradiction of results obtained
from the survey instrument and the Likert-type scale, the author
suggested the use of multi-dimensional value inventory, taking into
consideration the definitions of value as desirable vs. the actually
desired or ideal values vs, actual values.

The UPPI (UP Population Institute) conducted a series of surveys
in 1976 on the value of children around the Laguna Lake area from three
different viewpoints: the parents' point of view, the young people's
point of view, and the old people's point of view. The parents'
reagons for having children revolved mainly on having some help and
care in o0ld age and the desire for having a balance of the sexes in
the family. However, a majority of the respondents considered the
presence of additional children as limiting their enjoyment of things,
ag representing a financial burden, or agreed that additional children
would mean lesa time spent with the husband.

The benefits of children as expressed by the youth are less diverse
than those mentioned by their older counterparts. Foremost among the
advantages mentioned are the economic henefits of children. For every
10 respondents, six to seven believed that children would be the main
source of finamcial support when the head of the family ceased to earn
a living. Children are also expected to accomplish housework and to be
of practical help for running errands and taking care of the younger
sidlings. Children are seen as a source of happiness for the family.
Viewed from a different perspective, less children means less happiness
(VOCPA, Special Report No. 5).

Despite the many advantages of children, the youth clearly
associate children with some negative values. Children were perceived
to impose a variety of restrictions on privileges, freedom, work and
on time. The youth were also cognizant of the financial problems that
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children entail. A large family of nine children, for example, would
find it difficult to provide each child with an adequate education.

From the old people's (menopausal women and grandparents) view,
findings show that only one out of 20 women past the childbearing ages
vanted to have additional children while among the grandpareats, one
out of seven still expressed the desire to have more children. This
was principally motivated by the old age support that the respondents
expected from their children. Emotional gratification, such as
happiness and the companionship that children provide, was a secondary
reason. The respondcats considered the infants as a fountain of
inspiration and happiness for the family members. As the children
grow older, they are expected to be of practical help in increasingly
extending economic assistance. The respondents exhibited a striking
economic dependence on their childrex.

A large number of the old people interviewed recognized some
important advantages of a large family. To four of every five
resyondents in both groups, s large family meant more support to the
parents and the family, more workers and more happiness. In contrast,
s mmall family signified loss happiness, limited assistance to parents,
and less assurance of having a sufficient number of survivors to
adulthood. Another salient advantage of children cited by the
respondents was the feeling of accomplishment and satisfaction gained
from watching children grow and from being able to satisfy their wanmts.

The most importasnt disvalueas perceived by both groups of respondents
fell into three catezories, nsmiely, economic costs, emotional costs, and
freedom. Additiocnal children would make life harder because of limited
income and the difficulty of eerning & livieg. Financial difficulties
and fear of not being abls to give children an adeguste education and
a bright future pregsurs< a great majerity to desire & family of four
to five children.

Part of the survey conducted by Jimener (1980) aismo asked
questions regarding ‘he importaznce of children from four sectors:
agricultural, industrial., military and thes ycuth. The most important
values that emerged were that “children are usualiy regarded as sources
of joy, as a support during one's old age, as zn easential part of
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married life and as a guarantee of immortality in that one's name and
memory are carried on long after one's physical death." The study
further revealed that "in general, the emotional benefits derived from
children are more important to the urban respondents while economic
benefits primarily in terms of old-age security are given more emphasis
by the rural respondents."

Both foreign and local studies on motivations for parenthood and
values attached to children could be summed up as follows: emotional
benefits (happiness and affection, satisfaction of being a parent, etc.),
economic or utilitarian benefits (help in old age or in the household),
instrumental (the achievement of certain goals like the continuity of
family name), and social pressure and responsibility. Values attached
to children did not only inciude the positive but the negative (costs
or disvalues) values as well. These disvalues included the financial,
emotional and psychological.

Statement of the Problem

In general, this study attempts to find the relationship between
two ihdopendont variables, namely, locus of control and area of residence,
on the motivational values for childbearing as well as childbearing
patterns of married low-income Filipino women. Specifically, it attempts
to answer the following queations:

1. How do internal women (those who see themselves as having
personal control over the consequences or outcomes of their behavior)
compare in their motivational values for childbearing with external
vwomen (those who see the outcomes of their behavior as beyond their
control)?

2. How do urban and rural vomen compare in their motivational
values for childbearing?

3« How do internal women compare with external women in their
childbearing patterns?

4k, How do urban women compare with the rural women in their
childbearing patterns?

5. How are motivational values related to childbearing patterns
with one manifestation of the latter being actual, desired and ideal
family size?
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Figure 1

Conceptual Framework

Locus of control _ Area of residence | _
(internal vs. external) (urban vs. rural)

Motivational Values
for Childbearing

I
A

Childbearing Patterns

Figure 1 presents the conceptual framework of the study. Locus
of control and area of residence are the independent variables;
motivational values and childbeariang patterns, the dependent
variables.

It is widely assumed that values in general are largely determined
by culture. It is reasonable to expect that motivational values for
wanting to have children are both personal and social. Implicit in the
above is that differences in the motivational values result from the
extent to which persons differ in their internal-external oriemtation.

The psychological variable of locua of control and the sogio-~

demographic variable of area of residence are viewed as having an effect

on the motivational values for childbearing, which in turn, is related

to childbearing patterns, Since childbearing is to a certain extent a
purposive behavior, in the sense that some people would attempt to limit
the number of children that they would have, the locus of control comstruct
has been considered as having a direct bearing on the anticipated satis-
factions and costs of children which would consequently influence fertility
behavior. According to Fawcett (1972) the shift from a rural, agricultural
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society to am urban, industrialized one implies a reduction in economic
benefits from children and an increase in costs.

Due to the lack of studies concerning the relationship between
locus of control and values attached to children as well as childbearing
patterns, no directional hypotheses have been forwarded in this
investigation. Instead, the general hypotheses that internals differ
from externals, and that urban respondents differ from their rural
counterparts in terms of motivational values and childbearing patterns
are vhat the study attempts to investigate.



CHAPTER II

METHOD

Participants

Two hundred (200) married Filipino women, 100 urban and 100 rural,
participated in the study. The respondents were all at the peak of their
childbearing years, 20-35 years of age and had at least one child at
the time of the investigation. The average urban income was $288.17
and the average rural income was B208.84 for the families of the
respondents. The iucome distribution of this sample is provided in
Appendix A.

Of the 200 urban and rural respondents omly those scoring in the
upper 25% and the lower 25% on the locus of control scale were used in
the actual data analysis. This vas done to discriminate better between
the internals and the externals. Thus, the distribution of respondents
vas done this way:

Figure 2

Distribution of Respondents

Urban Rural Total
(opper 25%) 26 2 52
(Tover 25%) 26 27 53
Total 52 53 105

The table below gives more background information about the
respondents,



Table 1

Respondents® Background Information

Nean <mI=52) vee <n:53) <n252) vee (n§53)
Age in years 28.02 27.08 26.98 28.11
gﬁ?a:.:t(mm) 2.73 2.60 2.46 2.87
i:;::l‘i’:g 8.54 6.6k 8.04 7.14
';::::r -::m . 7.4 6.74 6.21 7.66
Age when 20.96 20.15 20.62 20.52

narried

In terms of age it can be seen that almost a yesr difference existed
between the internals and the externale with the internals being slightly
older. This was also true of the urbans and the rurals with the rurals
being slightly older tham their urban counterparts. There was only a
slight difference with regard to their actual number of children. For
level of educational attainment, the internals reached as far as second
to third year high school, the externals only sixth grade to first year
high school; the urbams reached second year high school and the rurals,
first year high school. The internals were found to have been married
slightly longer than the externala; the rurals longer than the urbans.
There was not much difference with regard to their age when they got
married although the internals were slightly older.

Setting of the Study

There were two criteria for choosing research sites for the
investigation. First, the urban site should be within Metro Manila,
the rural site outside of Metro Manila. Second, both sites should be
low-income areas with residents engaged primarily in factory/industry
related jobs for the urban while basically agricultural for the rural.



-23 -

Tatalon, & squatter area in Queson City was used as the urban
research site while San Rafael wvas chosen for the rural site. The
choice of Tatalon was based on contacts established by an earlier study.
Also, the Mataragnon study already used five economically depressed
areas in Metro Manila with the Loous of Control as one of the
instruments. Thus, Tatalon was decided upon because its residents
had not been given the above-mentioned instrument which was to be
used in the present investigation.

San Rafael is a town in the eastern part of Bulacan. It is
considered a truly rural place by Bulakenos that had been interviewed
earlier. An informal interview was conducted with an administratcr of
a private school in the place who pointed to five barrios namely,
Talacsan, Maronquillo, Pulo, Libis and Poblacion as low-income. Thus
interviews for the study were carried out in these low-income barrios.

Variables

There are two independeat variables under consideratiom in the
study: the psychoogical variable of locus of comtrol (internal vs.
external: and the socio-demographic variable of area of residence
(urban vs, rural). Locus of comtrol is operationally defined as

the ability to accept responsibility for the outcomes or consequerces
of one's behavior measured in terms of the scores obtained in the
Revised Locus of Control Scale. A person who obtains a high scorec¢ means
that she has & high internal (or low external) locus of control wkile
one who obtains & low score means a low internal (er high external

losus of controel).

A motivational value refers to certain desirable benefits (such
as the continuity of the family name and tradition, security and
companionship, aense of achievement from bdeing & good parent, etc.)
that a mother or a parent derives from having children.

Childbearing pattern is defined in terms of the number of children
one aotually has and hov they are spaced as well as the number of children
still desired. It aiso includes the difficulties experienced in caild-
bearing and the use of any contraceptive method in the regulation of
birth.
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Motivational valwes for childbearing and childbearing patterns are
the dependent variables. However, motivations for childbearing were
considered both as an intervening variable and a dependent variable.

As an intervening variable, it links the independent variables (locus of
control and area of residence) and the other dependent variable (child-
bearing patterns).

Instrusents

Motivational Value Scale for Childbearing (MVSC)

The Motivational Value Scale for Childbearing was used tc messure
the strength of values attached to children measured by the degree of
agreesent or disagreement to value statements related to children. The
initial item pool of the MV3SC included statements gathered from the use
of the technique of pagtatanung-tameng as well as from the findings of

earlier studies concerning the reasons, importance and values attached
to children. The results of the pagtatanung-tanong may be seen in
Table 2. Three judges, two of whom were psychology graduate students,
and one an instructor in psychology, were requested to categorize the
initial item pool of 59 statements. They were requested to put
statements together that appeared to be similar and to comment on the
items. The percentage of overlap was used for retaining the items

in each category.

Fifty-three of the 59 items were clearly categorized while the
six others were either vague, had no categories or were considered
irrelevant statements. The categories were later compared with
Arnold's (1975); seven of which coincided with his earlier categories.

The 53 items were translated into Tagalog by a Tagalog-speaking
graduate student, then back-translated to English by another graduate
student. The items were shuffled again and pre-tested among 15 urban
(Tondo and Balic-Balic, Metro Manila) and 15 rural (Laguna) low-income
Filipino mothers who had at least one child at the time of the pre-test,
and were at the peak of their childbearing years.



Table 2

Results of Pagtatanung-tanong:

Frequencies of Values

"Attached to Children

Values

Lolo
(n=5)

Lola
(n=8)

Nanay
(n=13)

Tatay Total
(n=8) (n=34)

nagdudulot ng
kasiyashan/nakakaaliw
sa kalungkutan

maasahan sa pagtanda,
sa gawvaing pambahay at
katulong sa pagpapasral
ng mga kapatid

pagkakaroon ng kahulugan
s¢ buhay, inspirasyon

magdadala ng pangalan
at magpapatuloy ng
mithiin ng magulang

nagbibigkis sa
Rag-ssava

makatulong sa lipunan

natural lamang ang

pagnanais na magkaroon
ng anak

magagantihan ang
kabutihang nagawa ng
mga magulang

Di~-kainaman

mahirap magpalaki ng anak
magastos

sahirsp mag-alaga

hindi magagawa ang gusto

- wd b =D
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All the items were scored on a 1 to 5 scale: 1 (strongly disagree);
2 (disagree); 3 (undecided); 4 (agree); and 5 (strongly agree). This is
true for all the items which are positively stated. The opposzite was
done for the negatively stated items which included all items referring
to costs of children. The higher the score in each category, the greater
the endorsement of that particular value or disvalue.

Item~analysis was done for the different categories of the entire
scale. Eight items were discarded from the total of 53 items leaving
the scale with 45 items. The summary table for the item-analysis is
found on page 27.

Revised Locus of Control

For measuring the locus of control construct, a revision of the
scale developed by Mataragnon (1980) was used. Originally, the scale
consigted of 30 forced-choice iteme using hypothetical events that call
for smswers varying in locus of control, internal vs. external, The
scale vas patterned after the Stanford Locus of Control Scale (Lefcourt,
1977). Mataragnon had subjected the instrument to item-analysis,
reliability testing, correlation with social desirability and validation
using Rotter's Locus of Control Scale.

Inasmuch as the scale was intended for urban respondents in the
Mataragnon study, the present investigator had to modify it for rural
use. Adding six mere items, some of the items of the original scale
were adopted for rural purposes.

The Revised Locus of Control was administered to 30 rural mothers
in Saa Pablo, Laguna. Using the median-split, the participants were
divided into two groupe with 28 and 23 as their respective means.

The t-test was applied to see if a significant difference existed
between the two groups. Results showed that the two means differed
(t = 3,62, af = 28, p < .05). This means that the revised scale
discriminated between the high and the low internal participants as
far sas the rural respondeants were concerned. The revised instrument
vas administered ons month later to the ssme participants and the
computed test-retest reliability was .75.
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Table 3

MVSC Categories and the Retained Items
after Item-Analysis

Retained .
Category Items in the cItemIT:?al Coeiilglent
Category orrelations pha
I Magdadala ng pangalan, 8, 15, 22, .63, 47, .65, .89
magsasakatuparan ng 23, L2 <80, +63
mithiin ng magulang
II Katulong sa pagtanda 7, 20, 24, 74, .55, .73. <93
at gawaing pambahay, 26, 27, 29 «70y 79, 57
pagpapaaral sa mga
kapatid
III Pagnanais na maging Ly 5,12, .79, .53, .54, -8k
magulang 14 L2
IV Pagdulot ng kasiyahan 10, 17, 28, 46, .77, .88, 92
at pagmamahal 319 3.”9 37 0“‘"9 °6l"9 77
V Pagbibigkis ng mag- 18, 36, bh, .72, .35, .60, .84
asawa ks .60
. VI Pagbibigay kahulugan 2, 30, 35, .45, 24, .71 .8k
at layunin sa buhay 39, G, A1, 67
VII Tungkulin sa lipunan 25, 3€, 40, <36, <70, <73, .86
L3 .60
VIII Lalong makikilala ang 1, 7, 6, 61, .96, .87, .93
sarili sa pagiging 1, 10, 21 «77y o534 &51
magulang
IX Di~kainaman 139 1{‘9 329 -629 072’ -95’, -96
(COStS) 3""9 l"’\ 0909 092

Note: Except for Categories VII and VIII which were taken from
the categories of Arnold (1975), all the seven categories
were tapped in the pagtatanung-tanong.
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Interview Schedule

The 45-ites interviev schedule vas developed to tap three majer
sspects of childbearing: (a) family sise snd compesitioa which comsists
of three sub-categories, namely, actuwal family sise, desired family sise,
and ideal family size; (b) practice of birth comtrel; and (¢) childbeariag
problems or difficulties, aside from gesthering some background informatioa
on the respoadenats.

Some of the items were written in Tagalog, others in English but were
later translated into Tagalog them backtremslated to English. The interviev
schedule vas pre-tested smong 20 low-income, married women having at least
one child (10 urbea and 10 rural). This was to: (a) fimd ocut heow lomg it
took each respondent to amswer all questioms im the schedule, (b) test for
comprehensibility, and (¢) gather answers to the open-amded questions which
served as choices for the final form of the interview schedule.

Procedure

Permission to conduct research in Tatalen, Queszon City was first
sought from the Barangay Coordinator at the Q. C. Hall. Two weeks later,
the investigator received a forsal letter granting permission to go oa
with the research. The research assistant brought the letter to the
barangay captain of Tatalon who requested that names of respondemts for
the study de submitted to him after the interviews.

The investigator, together with the would-be interviewers, sade
an exploratory visit to San Rafael, Bulacan one weekend primarily to
establish contacts for the actual data gatherimg. They requested the
help of the school directress of a private, Cathelic School whe then
volunteered some initial information regardiag the town and its barrios.
Five barrios were pointed out as low-income whose people are eagaged
basically in farming er agriculture. The directress also suggested
that initial contascts with the barrio captain be made in each barrio
before starting the interviews. This was eventually followed by the
research assistant and the interviewvers.

Three different instruments were used for the investigatioa:
Revised Locus of Control Scale (RICS) for dividing the respondeats into



the internal and external groups; the Motivational Value Scale for
Childbearing (MVSC) for measuring motivational values in desiring
children; and the interview schedule for tapping some aspects of
childbearing patterns. The Revised Locus of Control Scale was validated
for rural use based on Mataragnon's Locus of Control for the Urban Poor;
the two other instruments were constructed and developed by the
investigator mainly for this study. The details on instruments are
described on pages 24-28.

Before starting with the actual data gathering, interviewers were
first trained in the use of the instruments by conducting at least two
preliminary interviews. This was for purposes of familiarizing them-
selves with the items in the instrument and to anticipate some practical
problems that would come out during the interviews. Interviewers were
also instructed to take mote of additional voluntary information from
the interviewees.

Actual interviews started during the last days of November, 1980
and extended for a period of almost three months until mid-February,
1981, Interviewers and the research assistant went to Bulacan (covering
the five low-income barrios of San Rafael) during Saturdays and to
Tatalon during the weekdays. Interviews, using the three inatruments,
usually lasted for almost am hour not to mention the extra time needed
for warming up and the "short astories" that spontaneously came up from
the participants during the interview.

Data gathered were coded for computer in-put and the computer
resulta analyzed.

Mode of Analysis

Analysis of variance was used for determining significant
differences existing between internal and external, urban and rural
groups in terms of motivations for childbearing. The chi-square test
was employed to determine whether a significant difference exists
between internal and external, urban and rural women in terms of certain
aspects of childbearing patterns. A correlational analysis was performed
to examine the extent of degree of relationship between motivational



values and certain aspects of childbearing patterns, including some
background information regarding the participants.



CHAPTER III

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

This chapter presents the findings on the motivational values
for childbearing measured by the MVSC inastrument; childbearing patterns
measured by the interview schedule; relationships between respondents'’
background information and motivational values; as well as the
relationship of certain aspects of childbearing patterns with
motivational values,

Table 4 gives a summary of the range, mean and standard deviation
of the internals (upper 25%) and the externals (lower 25%). The use
of the upper and the lower 25% instead of the median-split was to
discriminate better between the two groups, internals and externals.
Or as Mc Guigan (1978) would put it, "to maximize the difference
between the two conditions of the independent variable (IV)"., As
mentioned, earlier locus of control is one of the independent variables,
other is srea of residence.

A look at the means alone of the two groups would show us that
they are well discriminated, with scores ranging from 27-32 for the
internals and 14-22 for the externals.

Table &

Results of the Upper 25%
and Lower 25% Locus of Control Scores

Number of
Respondents Range Mean S.D.
Internsals
(upper 25%) 52 27-32 28.92 1.4
Externals 53 - 19.00 54

(lower 25%)




Motivational Values
for Childbearing

Significant findings were obtained in three out of the nine
categories of the MVSC. The significant findings are the following:
pagnanais na maging magulang (III), pagbibigay kahulugan at layunin
sa buhay (VI) and di-kainaman (IX). Non-significant findings,
presented in Appendix B, are: magdadala ng pangalan at magsasakatuparan
ng mithiin ng mga magulang (I), katulong sa pagtanda, sa gawaing pambahay
at pagpapaaral ng mga kapatid (II), pagdulot ng kasiyshan at pagmamahal
(IV), pagbibigkis ng mag-asawa (V), tungkulin sa lipunan (VII) and,
pagkilala nang mabuti sa sarili sa pagiging magulang (VIII).

Table 5 presents the summary of the 2 x 2 analysis of variance
(ANOVA) on category III: pagananis na maging magulang (desire for
parenthood). A significant effect was obtained for locus of control
with internals obtaining a higher mean than externals signifying that
internals value children more because of their greater desire to
become parents.

There was no significant effect of area of residence which means
that urbans and rurals did not differ in their desire to become parents.
There was also no interaction effect between locus of control and area

of residence.

As far as the internals are concerned, children are valued greatly
because they see them as fulfilling the married women's desire for
parenthood or motherhood. Being internally oriented, they probadbly
thought of themselves as being ready amnd capable of becoming parents.
Desire for parenthood, therefore, could be equated with readiness to
become parents, readiness to raise children, to face and to fulfill the
responsibilities of parenthood. This is probably not true of the
externals. Children are valued more for the more immediate help or
contribution that they give to parents. This is precisely why they
give more emphasis to the other categories such as practical help in
the home and in old age, as binding the spouses together, etc.
Speculatively speaking the internals being slightly older than the
externals and having been married slightly longer could have contributed
even more to their valuing children as fulfilling their desire for
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Table S

Relationship between
Locus of Control, Area of Residence
and MVSC Category III

SV S5 daf MS F
Main Effects
Locus of Control (A)
Internals(I) vs. Externals(E) <146 1 146 6,347
Area of Residence (B)
Urban(U) vs. Rural(R) 009 1 009 391
Interaction (A x B) 001 1 .001 Ol3
Error 2.319 101
Total 2.319 104
p L W05

MVSC Category III: Pagnanais na maging magulang

parenthood. Being slightly older and married longer the internals
could be more eager to fulfill the goal of rearing a family. As some
would say: '"mas maigi na iyong magka-anak habang bata pa para makita
ang paglaki ng mga bata".

Table 6 presents the ANOVA results on category VI: pagbibigay
kahulugan at layunin sa bubay (giving mesning and direction in life).
There was a highly significant effect of locus of control with
internals obtaining & higher mean than the externals which means
that the internals attached greater value to children because of the
meaning and the direction that they give to their life.

With regard to the significant difference, again, the internals,
having probably considered and realized the seriousness of marriage
and parenthood more than the externals, obtained a significantly higher



Table 6

Relationship between
Locus of Control, Area of Residence
and MVSC Category VI

SV SS ar MS F
Main Effects
Locus of Control (I vs., E) . 104 1 . 104 7.428*
Area of Residence (U vs. R) 002 1 .002 J142
Interaction (A x B) 004 1 00k 285
Error 1.433 101 014
Total 1,543 10k
*p & 05

MVSC Category VI: Pagbibigay kehulugan at layunin sa buhay

mean score than the externals. Thus, they put more importance to
children as giving meaning and direction in life. In constrast, externals
may not be as concerned with regard to meaning and direction in life,
something which is rather abstract and distant. They are more concerned
with the concrete and the immediate. Perhaps, the internals realise
that a change in status from being single to being married means giving
meaning and direction to their changed lifestyle. Children are seen

as fulfilling this objective. Meaning and direction could mean for

them having children upon whom they can invest their energies. It

means working hard and building a future for them. Thus they have a
purpose to live for, a direction to follow. As some parents would say,
"natuto kaming magpakahirap nang dahil sa mga anak". Working hard for
their children is nothing as long as they are able to give them a good

future.
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Table 7

Relationship between
Locus of Control, Area of Residence
and MVSC Catagory IX

sV 35 ar MS F

Main Effects

Locus of Control (I vs. E) .182 1 .182 4.595*
Area of Residence (U vs. R) .026 1 .026 .656
Interaction (A x B) «095 1 .095 2.399
Error k,002 101 .0396
Total k,305 :;:
*p (.05

MVSC Category IX: Di~kainaman ng pagkakaroon ng mga ansk

Table 7 gives the summary of the ANOVA on category IX: di-kainaman
(costs or disvalues). A significant effect was obtained for locus of
control with externals obtaining a higher mean than the internals which
means that externals comnsider children more as burdensome and costly.

This finding can be explained in relation to the previous
gignificant findings, desire for parenthood and giving meaning in life.
If internals, as earlier pointed out, are viewed as being more ready for
parenthood and that a change of status meant a serious consideration
of the role of children in giving meaning and direction in life, then
one would expect the internals to be more accepting of the costs or
disadvantages that go with having children. Costs, to them, are a
natural part of parsnthood and should not outweigh the positive
values attached to children. If we view the externals as not as
ready for parenthood as the internals are, without due consideration
of the responsibilities that go with being parents, then they would
feel burdened by the coming of children, Thus, children are simply
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viewed as "magastos, mahirap magpalaki, disturbo lamang sa buhay" and

others.

From Table 8 it can be seen that the internals differed
significantly from the externals in categories III (pagnanais na
maging magulang), VI (pagbibigay kahulugan at layunin sa buhay) and
IX (di-kainaman). Internals obtained slightly higher scores in
categories I, IV and VIII; externals slightly higher in II, V and VII.

Between the urban and rural respondents no significant differences
existed across the nine categories. However, the urbans were slightly
higher in I, II, III, IV and IX; V, VI, VII and VIII for the rurals.

Although no significant differences between internals and externals
appeared in the other categories, it is still interesting to note that
internals obtained slightly higher mean scores in categories I (magdadala
ng pangalan at pagsasakatuparan ng mithiin ng magulang), IV (pagdulot ng
kasiyshan at pagmamahal) and VIII (para lalong makilala ang sarili sa
pagiging magulang). Externals obtained slightly higher scores in
categories II (katulong sa pagtanda atbp.), V (paghibigkis ng magasawa)
and VII (tungkulin sa lipunan). Looking closely at the categories,
one would notice that category I iz closely related to category VI,
while category VIII to category III. It can be said that the internals
are more instrumental (in reference to the attainment of more abstract
and futuristic goals) in the way they value children. They desire to
become parents (III) so that they are able to know themselves better
through parenthood (VIII). Furthermore, children give meaning and
direction in their life (VI) by continuing their name and fulfilling
their dreams and desires (I). To the internals, this is probably
the beat way children are able to show their love and affection thus
bringing them happineas (IV). Therefore, children are not a burden to
them.

The categories in which externals obtained higher mean scores
seem to show that they are more utilitarian (this signifies the more
immediate, concrete or practical help) in their attached values to
children. They look at children as potential help in old age, in the
sharing of household work, in sending siblings to school (II) as well
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Table 8

Summary of Means for
MVSC Categories

Categories I ve. E U vs. R

I Magdadala ng pangalan,

magsasakatuparan ng
mithiin ng mag’ mg b, 14 3.98 4,10 4,02

II Katulong sa psztanda
al gawaing pambahay,
pagpapasral sa mga

kapatid 3085 3.99 3093 3a91
Y11 Pagnanais na maging

magulang 4L,80* 4,05 b,26 4,17
IV Pagdulot ng kasiyahan

at pagmsmahal 4,13 3497 k.08 k.02

Prgoibigkis ng mag-

&a38wa 3086 3.92 3087 3091
VT Pagbibigay kahulugan

at layunin sa buhay b, ohs 3,97 L,o9 4,12
/1Y Tv-siulin sa lipunan 3,74 3.90 3,76 3.89

Lalox~ makikilala ang

szr .1i sa pagiging
ma~ulang 4,15 4,05 L,o8 4,12

™ Di ¥ Troaman

{COBt&} 3.03 3.38’ 3038 302i+

*v { .05
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as binding spouses together (IV). In addition, the value attached to
children as responsibility to society or one's community (VII) shows a
conforming attitude in the externals. This particular finding is

in support of Odell (1959) and Phares (1969) who found confirmation

of their earlier prediction that "externals would conform more than
internals since their expectations involve the view of events as being
due to sources outside their own control"., In view of the present
investigation, it is more or less the pressure of responsibility toward
the community that has made them give more emphasis to category VII,

Earlier surveys have shown that urban and rural respondents
tended to differ in their attached values to children. Economic
benefita and help in old age were mentioned as the number one reason
for having children by the three different rural groups (youth, parents
and grandparents) surveyed in 1976 by the UPPI. In the Bulatao study
(1976) it was pointed out that the urban sample siressed 'the care,
guidance and financial security (economic) they provide for old age".
The Jimenez survey (1980) confirmed what Bulatao earlier discovered
between the urban and rural respondents. Results of this investigation
partly supported the claim that the value of happiness is associated
with urban, and the value of economic benefits with rural. It turned
out that both values have been emphasized by the urban respondents.

The partial support of earlier findings might be explained in
the shift from rural to urban living. Having left the provinces,
the urban respondents have in some ways been cut off from familial
and emotional ties with relatives, They have given up close kinship
relations in their search for the "pot of gold" in the city. So when
they come to the city and then get married there is the desire to
re~establish what one has just “lost"; and one way to have this fulfilled
is by having children of their own with whom they cam have close inter-
personal ties, children who are expected to be loyal to them. At the
seme time also, they expect their children to be of help in their old
age when no relatives other than the children will be around to depend
on for support, economically and emotionally.

Costs (di-kainaman) appeared to be more a concern of the urban
respondents. This supports Fawcett's (1976) claim that a change from
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rural to urban means an increase in costs. From this, one would expect
the urban respondents to view children as more disadvantageous then their
rural counterparts. To live in the city means first of all survival -
to be able to survive on one's own feet without anymore depending on
one's relatives. While it is true that it is this same group of

res; vn.ants who looked at children as potential help in old age, at the
same time, there is that growing awareness that having children is
burdensome not only financially but emotionally and psychologically as
well. To have childrea could mean crippling the wife's capacity to
work, the inability to help the husband in earning a living. Having
children also means a more crowded home, a more cramped lifestyle.

Childbearing Patterns

Thie part of the results section presents the findings on childbearing
patterns which include the following: actual, desired and ideal family
size; time of birth of the first child and consequent spacing of children;

W - .ived right number of children for small and big family size: '
8 : .x.icrence for the eldeat and family composition; information about
ard 4 of family planning methods (FP); difficulties in conceiving;

t ..e. ¢ 00 Of miscarriage and its effect on the desire for children; and
di?ficulties in childbirth and its effect on the desire for children.

Tue fr Llowing items were subjected to chi-square test (Xa): timing
of birth for the first child, perceived number of children for & small

v pig family, sax preference for the eldest, family composition,

7 suden .3 heve heard about FP, use of FP, continuing use of FP,
41 ¢ 1ty “a conceiving, expcrience of miscarriage, and the effect of
aiscuyri: ze on the dasire for another child. Almost all the items
‘wr.e out to be nonsignificant except: a) the difference between
urbzar and rurals on the perceived number of children for a big family
st b) 1iffec-ence between internals and extermals on the effect of
aiscarriage on the dezire for another child. The frequency data with
their percentages are presented in this section. The contingency
tablez for the x2 test are found in Appendix C. The obtained means

for the actual, desired and ideal family size were subjected to a
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t-test but did not also turn out to be significant. They were only

suggestive of slight differences.

Table 9

Mean Summary of Respondents' Actual,
Desired and Ideal Number of Children

I vs. E U vs. R
Actual 2.73 2.60 2.46 2.87
Desired 3,28 3.39 3.10 3,57
Ideal 3.55 3.59 3.50 3.74

From the results shown in Table 9, the internals have a slightly
bigger number of children than the externals but desire fewer children;
both groups have almoat the same mean score for the ideal family size.
With regard to the urban and rural respondents, it appears that the
rurals have a conasistently bigger number for actual, desired and ideal
family size. There appears to be a big difference in terms of the
desired number of children with urbans having a mean score of 3.10
while the rural mean is 3.57. None turn out to be statistically
significant when subjected to a t-test.

Regarding birth of the first child, more internals (55.8%) than
externals (43.4%) had their first child in less than a year while more
externals (52.8%) than internals (42.3%) had theirs more than a year
or more than two years after marriage. The group means (I = 1.03;

E = 1.34) show that internals had theirs in a relatively shorter period
of time than the externals. This also appears to be the case for urbans
and rurals with a mean of 1.02 for the urbans and 1.14 for the rurals

as shown in Table 10.

The timing of birth for the first child is consistent with the
average spacing of the respondents' actual number of children. Looking
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Table 10

Birth of the First Child
after Marriage

I v8. E U vs. R

Less than a year 29 23 27 25
(55.8)  (43.4) (51.9) (472,2)

1+ « 2+ years 22 28 2k 26
(42.3) (52.8) (46.2) (49.0)

3+ = U+ yoars 1 1 1 1
(1.9) (1.9) (1.9) (1.9)

5+ « 6+ years 0 1 0 _
- (109) - ‘\ (109>

Total 52 53 - 52 53
Mean 1,03 1,34 1,02 1,14

The figures in parentheses are percentages while those above
are frequencies.

at Table 11, again, the internals obtained a lower mean compared to the
externals, and a much lower mean for the urbans compared to the rurals.,
An inspection of the mean spacing for each child shows that the internals
had a more regular pattern of spacing with the next two children spaced
about two years, the next three about two and a half years and the last
having the shorteat spacing. For the externals, it was quite irregular
starting wvith a little bit more than two, to about two and a half years,
back to two again, then to more than three years with the last, exactly
two years. With regards to the urbans, the pattern appears to be about
less than two years to more than two years then back to less than two
years, There seema to be no regular pattern for spacing for the
rurals. One interesting item of information is the abrupt decline

in spacing for the last or the sixth child.
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Table 11

Mean Spacing (years)
for Each Child

After: Ivs. E U vs. R
18t child 2,22 2.25 1.98 2.48
2nd child 1.99 2.48 2.17 2.93
3rd child 2.45 2,13 2,29 2.56
hth child 2.7 2.09 1.67 2.66
5th child 2.0 3,29 1,67 3.40
6th child 1.50 2.0 1.0 2.0

)¢ 1.90 2,03 1.80 2,67

The findings that the internals had slightly more children, and it
took them a relatively shorter time for the birth of their first child
sounds rather intriguing. If the "internals are more unconventional and
less conforming” as Teh (1981) found them to be in her study on the
personality correlates of internals and externals, which implies that
they are more open and receptive to the use of unconventional methods
of birth control, then one would expect the internals to use such methods
in limiting and spacing their children farther apart than the externals.
Unexpectedly the opposite was true.

One should look at these findings, however, as supportive of the
earlier finding concerning internals having a gesater desire for
parenthood. Because of this strong desire, they did not wait for a
long time to have the first child and consequently spaced their children
at shorter intervals than the externals,

The possible combination or interplay of the variables of age,
with internals being slightly older than externals; and the number of
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yaars nerried, with internals having been married slightly longer; plus
Ehaee g@eéter desire for psrenthood among internals could have triggered
a stronger need to have children sooner with less concern for longer
apacing. As Smith (1968) has noted, being older and getting married a
iittle later do not necessarily mesn having less children. In fact, it
sould mean a stronger desire to make up for one's "lost time" because
sf the shorter period of time that is left for childbearing. However,
this needs to be further investigated particularly among internals

iﬁ& agternals.

if one were to look at the desired number of children, one would
7ind that although the internals have more (actual) children it turns
s0% that they desire fewer children than the externals. In the iqng
w4, it is highly probable that the internals might turn out to have
foweyr children, |

i the study by Clifford (1971) the hypothesis that wives with

sdsrn orientation associated with the internals would desire a

wamper of children than wives with a traditional orientation
s opeiated with the externals was not atatistically supported. However,
it should be noted that the difference was in the expected direction. \

The urbans appeared to have had a consistently smaller average in
ot of the actual, desired and ideal family size. This means that in
cusparison to the rurals, they have fewer actual living children, deaire
Loss and view smaller size for an ideal family. This was also true for
v birth of the firast child and the spacing of their children which
Lueh lnvolve a relatively shorter period of time than the rurals.

e i@ in suppert of the comclusion by de la Paz (1975) that urban

acripdente are more favorable toward smaller size preference.
hilingrjee (1979) asserted that urbanization and the spread of urban
nbiitudes are strongly correlated with family planning adoption. He
conad im his study among the urban Indian women who ghowed a higher
svicontage of favorable family planning attitudes also showed a
fvvnrable attitude toward smaller family size.

It is worth mentioning that the urbans were found to be slightly
e concerned with costs or disvalues related to children than the
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rurals. Then it is not surprising to find the urbans having fewer and
desiring fewer children than the rurals. This is not also to mention
the other finding that urbans were more affected by their experience of
miscarriage in their desire to have additional children.

There was not much difference between the internals and the externals
in terms of the reasons given for not wanting more than their desired
number of children (Table 12). The three strongest reasons given were:
dahil sa lagay ng buhay (becsuse of our life conditions) which was
stressed slightly more by the externals, maliit ang kita (small income)
which was more smphasized by the internals and para maganda ang
kinabukasan (to have a good future), again, stressed slightly more by
the internals. Note that the first two reasons refer to the respondents’
concern for poverty while the third refers to their concern for the
future welfare of the children.

Table 12

Reasons for Not Wanting More Than
the Desired Number of Children

I va. E U vs. R

maliit ang 14 11 14 11
kita (26.9) (20.8) (26.9) (20.8)
dahil sa lagay 2k 27 25 26
rara maganda ang 1" 10 8 13
kinabukasan (21.2) (18.9) (15.4)  (24.5)
mahirap mag- 3 2 3 2
palaki (5.8) (3.8) (5.8) (3.8)
sapat na o 1 1 0
lingap - (1.9) (1.9) -
tamang bilang ¢ 2 1 1

- (3.8) (1.9) (1.9)

——— ee———

Total 52 53 52 53
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The same reasons were strongly cited both by the urbans and the
rurals with the first equally emphasized by both, the condition of
poverty. The second reason cited by the urbans was low income while
concern for the children's future for the rurals; and vice-versa for
their third reascn.

Table 13 presents the reasons for not wanting less than the
desired number of children., Tamang bilang (right number) was mentioned
first by both internals and externals; walang gabay (no help) for the
internals while naghihintay ng lalaki (waiting for a boy) for the
externals, mentioned as their second reason, which was also the third
for the internals. The third reason given by the externals was ayaw
ng asawa (husband doesn't like) which means to say that the externals could

not have less than what they desire because of pressure coming from the

husband.
Table 13
Reasons for Not Wanting Leas Than
the Desired Number of Children
I7g. B U vs, R
ayaw ng asawa 2 6 2 6
(4.1)  (11.8) (4,20 (11.5)
w:lang gabay 8 5 L 9
(16.3) (9.8) (8.3) (17.3)
tw8.; Lilang 21 18 19 20
(42.9) (35.3) (39.6) (38.5)
Naghihintay ng 7 9 8 8
Para mas masays 5 7 10 2
(10.2) (13.7) (20.8) (3.8)
di na-kontrol 6 4 L 6
(12.2) (7.8) (8.3) (11.5)
takot sa FP 0 2 1 1
- (3-9) (2.1) (109)

Total 49 51 L8 52
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The number of children for a small family (Iable 14) ranged from
only one child to six children. Between the internals and externals,
a majority mentioned 2-4 with exactly a mean of 3.0 for the internals,
2,77 for the externals. Regarding the urbans and the rurals, it can
be seen that not one rural respondent cited having only one child as a
small family but rather it starts with 2 children indicated by most,
followed by 3 or 4 children. Quite a number (13.5%) or urbans
compared to the rurals cited one child as already making up a small
family. However, just like the rurals, the most frequently cited was
2-l children. In terms of means, the urbans had 2.65 while 3.11 for
the rurals. The difference between internals and externals, urbans
and rurals in their perceived size for a small family appeared to be
quite negligible.

Table 14

Number of Children for a Small Family

Number I vs. E U vs. R

one child 2 5 7 0

(308) (90"") (13¢5) -

two children 19 21 21 19
(3645) (39.6) (4O 4) (35.8)

three children 13 L 12 15
(25.0) (26.4) (23.1) (28.3)

four children 1h 9 8 15
(26.9) (17.0) (15.4) (28.3)

five children 3 2 b 2
(5.8) (3.8) (5.8) (3.8)

six children 1 2 1 2
(1.9) (3.8) (1.9) (3.8)

Total 52 53 52 53

“em 300 20?? 2065 3011
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There was not much difference in terms of what the internals (6.8)
and externals (6.69) considered big family size (Table 15). A majority
of the internals (51.1%), however, mentioned 5-7 followed by 8-10 (29.1%).
These were both equally cited by the externals (34.7%). For the urbans
21.3% cited just 2-4 with 53.2% citing 5-7 children. The bigger number
of rurals mentioned 8-10 (36.8%) followed by 5-7 (32.7%) and quite a big
percentage (18.4) mentioned 11 or even more. The big mean difference
botween the two groups, U = 6.26 and R = 7.71, turned out to be
statistically significant, X2 = 8.78, af = 3, p { .O5.

Table 15

Number of Children for a Big Family

Number I va, E U va., R

-~ &4 children 8 8 10 6
(17.0)  (16.4) (21.3)  (12.2)

% « 7 children 2k 17 25 16
(51.1) (34.7) (53.2) (32.7)

8 - 10 children 9 17 8 18
(29.1) (34.7) (17.0)  (36.8)

11+ children 6 7 b4 9
(12.7) (14.3) (8.5) {18.4)

Total Y4 Lo L7 4o

Mean 6.8 6.69 6.26 7.71

X% = 8.7, af = 3

*p ¢ W05

The urbans' smaller mean for both small and big family size could
be reflective of their greater concern for costs or disvalues attached
to children, and the rurals bigger mean reflective of the good and
sbundant life associated with living in the barrio. Earlier studies
have shown that women in Cagayan de Oro City have a strong preference
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for large families (Palabrica, 1968). The BRAC Survey by Lynch and
Makil (1968) also showed that Filipino women favor large families,
five or more, which is especially true of women above 35 years but
not those under 35. The authors claimed that this reflects a secular
trend toward lower family size preferences. In 1974 the UPPI found
the average Filipino family was still composed of six children, which
is still big compared to Japan which is two and Singapore which is
three. Those with an underlying preference for large family size are

lees inclined to use contraception (de la Paz, 1975).

An almost equal percentage of internals (50.0%) and externals
(51.0%) stated that they did not have any sex preference for the eldest
(Table 16). It is interesting to note that 26.4% of the externals
expressed a preference for a boy as the eldest while it was an equal
percentage (25.0%) for either a boy or a girl for the internals.

Just like the internals and the externals, most of the urbans and the
rurals had no sex preference for the eldest, with more urbans (57.7%)
than rurals (43.4%) saying so. This finding seems to imply that
obligations for parental as well as sibling support and assistance
devolves on siblings more on the basis of ordinal position than on sex
role, In other words, older children, irrespective of sex, carry the
prime responsibility and obligation for the support of and assistance
to parents and younger siblings (Stinner and Mader, 1975). Quite a
big number of rurals (34.0%) expressed a male preference for the eldest
while it is a preference for a female by 25.0% of the urbans. This
could be suggestive of the economic utility of children rurally,
particularly of the eldest male. Parents expect the eldest =on to

be of help in the farm; or in case the father becomes incapable of doing
the farmwork, then the eldest son can take over,

In terms of family composition, again a near majority of internals
and a majority of externals preferred an equal number of boys and girls.
This was also true of the urbans and rurals. A female dominated family
was cited by more of the internals, while a male dominated one by the
externals although these were second preferences only (Table 17). Again,
this was true of the urbans and the rurals. Jocano (1971) made the

observation that balance or equilibrium-maintenance in nature and human
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Table 16

Sex Preference for the Eldest

I vs., E U vs. R

girl 13 12 13 12
(25.0) (22.6) (25.0) (22.6)

boy 13 14 9 18
(25.0) (26.4) (17.3) (34.0)

n> preference 26 27 30 23
‘up to God) (50.0) (51.0) (57.7) (43.4)

Total 52 53 52 53

Table 17

Family Composition

I vs. E U vs. R

male dominated 12 7 11 8

(23.1) (13.2) (21.2) (15.1)
female 14 6 13 7
dominated (26.9) (11.3) (25.0) (13.2)
:qual number 23 33 22 4
succeasion
alternating) (44,2) (62.2) (42,3)  (64,1)
no preference 3 7 6 4
at all (5.8) (13.,2) (11.5) (7.5)

Total 52 53 52 53
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life is & prime feature of Philippine pessant culture. He argues that
this is no less 80 with respect to family sex composition. For couples
with all children of the same sex, childbearing is considered to be
incomplete; in effect the family is out of balance. However, Jocano
was referring only to the peasant society; and findings of this study
also indicate that a majority of urbans as well indicated no sex
preference. Another plausible explanation could be this. Compared

to their Asian counterparts, Filipinos are relatively more emancipated
and thers exists a general egalitarianism in male-female roles. One
might suspect that the emancipation of women and egalitarianism in

male-female roles is strongest in Manila (Stinner and Mader, 1975, p. 76).

In Taiwan, for example, there is a strong preference for sons by
couples as evidenced in the sex composition of children. This exists
ag an impelling pressure to achieve the desired composition at the
sacrifice of having a larger family than desired (Liu, 1979). Indian
mothers, on the other hand, cannot depend on their daughters for support
who through marriage have become part of other families. Thus their
sole hope is their sons (Singh, 1967). Hence the strong preference for
sons over daughters.

Table 18 presents the reasons for having at least one girl in the
family. The first three reasons given by the internals were: para
makatulong sa buhay (help in the home), gabay sa pagranda (help in old
age) and, kulang pag wala (lacking if no girl). The first two reasons
were the same for the externals. However, the difference lies in the
third, mas masaya (happier). Hardly any difference in terms of
percentages could be noticed with regard to the first two reasons.
Also, the urbans and the rurals did not differ such on their given
reagsons with the majority mentioning help in the home, although there
were more urbans (65.4%) than rurals (56.6%) citing it. The reasons
for girls being more affectionate and the state of some kind of lack
in the family if there is no girl were mentioned by an equal percentage
(9.6%) of urban and rural respondents. The last was also mentioned by
rural respondents (9.4%). The other reason given by the rurals was help
in old age, mentioned by more rurals than urbans. The reason of girls
being closer cited by the urbans is in support of the earlier findings
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Table 18

Reasons for Having at Least One Girl

Reasons Ivs. E U vs, R

rara makatulong 31 33 34 30
¢ a bahay (59.6) (62.3) (65.4) (56.6)

¢ abay sa pagtanda ? ? 4 10
(13,5) (13.,2) (7.7)  (18,9)

r as malapit sila 6 3 5 b
' (11.5) (5.7) (9.6) (7.5)

as masaya 1 6 3 b4
(1.9)  (11.3) (5.8) (7.5)

ulang pag wala 7 3 5 5
(13.5) (5.7) (9.6) (9.4)

ba pa 0 1 1 0

- (1.9) (1.9) -

Total 52 53 52 52

Bulatao, 1976; UPPI, 1976, Jimenez, 1980) including the present investigation
that urbans value more the happiness and affection attached to children.

Help in old age, more emphasized by the rurals, is also in support of the
findings obtained by the studies just mentioned.

Reasons for having at least a boy in the family are shown in Table 19.
The internals and the externals did not differ (except in terms of percentage)
in the first three reasons, namely: para makatulong sa paghahanapbuhay (help
in earning a living) given by more externals; magdadala ng pangalan (to
continue the family name) stressed more by the internals; tagapagtanggol ng
mga kapatid (defender of siblings) again mentioned by more internals than
externals., It is also interesting to note that none of the internals ever
thought of having at least a boy as help in old age or just for the purpose
of experiencing having a boy in the family. A few of the externals cited
both reasons. This is supportive of the earlier finding that internals
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Table 19

Reasons for Having at Least One Boy

Reasons Ivs. E U vs, R

para makatulong 26 31 27 30
sa paghahanapbuhay (50.0) (58.5) (51.9)  (56.6)

tagapagtanggol ng 6 5 6 5
mga kapatid (11.5) (9.4) (11.5) (9.4)

magdadala ng 14 8 14 8

parang kulang 2 2 3 1
(3.8) (3.8) (5.8) (1.9)

mas masaya b 3 0 7
(707) (5-7) - (1302)

gabay sa pagtanda o 3 1 2

nais maranasan 0 1 1 0

- (1.9) (1.9) -

Total 52 53 52 53

are more concerned about continuity of the family name, for a more long-
term goal rather than a more immediate one, and concern not so0 much
for themselves but for their children.

The first two reasors were cited by the urbans and the rurals,
with more rurals citing help in earning a living, while more urbans cited
continuity of the family name, For their third reasons, urbans gave
defender of siblings while rurals mentioned that being a boy is happier.

The concern for having at least a boy in the family for the purpose
of continuing the family name as stressed by the internals is consistent
with the earlier finding that internals value children because they continue
the femily lineage and the parents' aspirations and dreams. However, the
earlier finding did not show any significant statistical difference between
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the two groups. On the part of the externals, it was found that they
stressed more having a boy to help in earning a living and having a girl
to help in the home. This sounds consistent with the traditional view
that boys should be out working and girls should stay with mother at home
to help in the household chores.

There is a remarkable percentage of respondents who have heard about
family planning (FP) and birth control methods: I = 92.3%, E = 88.7%,
U= 9%.2%, R = 86.8% (Table 20). Among the internals who have heard about
FP only 45.8% have t:en using birth control methods; of the externals,
only a small percentage, 28.5% (Table 21). Obviously, more internals
than externals have been using FP methods. Odell (1959) cited that even
among unmarried females, those with greater subjective efficacy have been
using birth control methods. There were more internals than externals
(I = 85.7%, E = 75%) and more urbans than rurals (U = 90.5%, R = 66.7%)
who indicated that they would continue using birth control methods
(Table 22)., Poasible reasons why some of the respondents would not want
to continus using birth comtrol methods could be:

a) +their own apprehension regarding health, that such methods

are believed to cause TB, cancer or heart diseass;

b) that they are against the teaching of the Church which

states that rhythm is the only accepted method of birth
control; and

c¢) that they are not to reject children.

All these were oxpressed by both urban and rural respondents in the study
by Mendez and Jocano (1974).

Table 20

Heard About Family Planning

Response Ivs. E Uvs. R
Qo 48 49 bg Lé
(92.3) (88.7) (94.,2) (86.8)
Hindi 4 6

3 7
(7.7) (11.3) (5.8) (13.2)
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Table 21

Use of FP Method

Response Ive. E U vs. R
Oo 22 13 22 13
(45.8) (28.3) (bk,9) (28.9)
Hindi 26 33 27 32
(54.2) (71.7) (55.1) (71.7)
Table 22

Continue Use of FP Method

Response Ive. E U vs. R
Oo 18 9 19 8
(85.7) (75.0) (90.5) (66.7)
Hindi 3 3 2 b
(14.3)  (25.0) (9.5) (33.3)

The FP methods commonly used by the respondents were: IUD used
more by the internals, condom used only by the internals' husbands, oral
pills and rhythms used more by the internals, ligation used more by the
externals. Not one of the rurals used IUD which was used by 40.9% of
the urbans. Oral pills were used by an almost equal percentage of the
two groups, while the rurals used rhythm and condom more as compared to
the urbans (Table 23).

Three conditions were given for the use of family planning and birth
control methods. The respondents were asked either to agree or disagree.
More internals than externals agreed to the use of such methods for spacing



after the first child (this explains the more regular pattern of spacing)
and to stop childbearing after the desired number of children is achieved.
The use of such methods to postpone childbearing was agreed upon by more
externals than internals. This is somehow supportive of the data concerning
timing of birth of the first child. Anm overwhelming majority of the

urbans agreed to all three conditions in comparison to the majority of
rurals (Table 24), Earlier studies have found that higher education and
urban residence are frequently associated with approval of FP (Concepcion
and Hendershot, 1968; dela Paz, 1975; Mukherjee, 1979).

Table 23

FP Method Used

Method I vs. E U vs. R
1UD 6 3 9 0
sondom 5 0 3 2

(22.7) - (13.6)  (15.4)
oral pills 5 6 7 4
(22.7) (46.2) (31.8)  (30.8)
rhythm L 2 1 5
(18.2)  (15.4) (&.5) (38.5)
ligation 1 2 2 1
(b.5)  (15.4) (9.1) (7.7)
withdrawal 1 0 0 1
(""05) - - (7-7)

Childbearing difficulties included the following: difficulties
experienced during conception, miscarriage and problems involved in
childbirth. Regarding difficulties experienced during conception, such
feeling poorly, irritability, etc., there were more internals (65.4%)
than externals (56.6%) who did not experience such difficulties; more
externals (37.7%) than internals (26.9%) who experienced a few of
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Table 24

Conditions for Use of FP Method

Comdition Ivs. E U ve. R

1. to postpone

childbearing
agree 38 41 42 37
(73.1)  (77.4) (80.8) (69.8)
disagree 9 7 L 12
(7.3)  (13.2) (7.7) (22.6)
don't know 5 5 6 b
(9.6) (9.4) (11.5) (7.6)
2. for apacing
after 1st child
agree b2 37 43 36
(80.8) (69.8) (82.7) (67.9)
disagree 9 10 b 15
(17.3)  (18.9) (7.69) (28.3)
don't know 1 6 5 2
(1.9) (11.3) (9.6) (3.8)
3. to stop
childbearing
agree 4s lly 47 42
(86.5) (83.0) (90.4)  (79.2)
disagree 6 5 2 9
(11.5) (9.4) (3.8) (16.9)
don't know 1 i

3 2
(1.9)  (7.6) (5.8)  (3.8)
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these difficulties. The majority of urbans and rurals also did not
experience difficulties during conception; a little more urbans than
rurals experienced those difficulties (Table 25).

Table 25

Difficulty in Conceiving

I vs. E U vs. R
Oo 14 20 18 16
(26.9) (37.7) (34.6) (30.2)
Hindi 3h 30 31 33
(65.4) (56.6) (59.6) (62.3)
Minsan b 3 3 L
(7.7) (5.7) (5.8) (7.5)

Again, the greater majority of internals and externals, urbans and
rurals have not actually experienced miscarriage (Table 26). Of those
who have experienced miscarriage (I = 36.5%, E = 34,0%), more externals
than internals claimed that miscarriage affected their desire for another
child (Table 27). It could be that the uncertainty of the real cause/
reason for a miscarriage has created fear among the externals. This is
mainly due to the lack of proper and scientific knowledge regarding
pregnancy and childbirth. Such a difference was statistically significant
at the .05 level. Although the difference is significant, it should be
kept in mind, however, that only a little more than 30% in each group
claimed to have experienced miscarriage.

A look at Table 28 would show us that among those who experienced
difficulty in childbirth (I = 16, E = 21; U = 15, R = 22), 75% internals
compared to 61.9% externals and 72.7% rurals compared to 60% urbans were
affected in their desire for another child., It should be recalled that
a greater percentage of externals were affected by miscarriage, but it
appears to be the opposite with the effect of childbirth difficulties.
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Table 26

Experience of Miscarriage

I vs. E U vs. R
Oo 19 18 17 20
(36.5) (34.0) (32.7) (37.7)
Hindi 33 35 35 33
(63.5) (66.0) (67.3) (62.3)
Table 27

Desire for a Child
Affected by Miscarriage

I vs. E U vs. R
Oo 1 9 Y 6
(5.3) (50.0) (23.5) (30.0)
Hindi 18 9 13 1
(94.7) (50.0) (71.5) (70.0)

X2 = 6.28, df = 1

p { .05

Table 28

Desire for Another Child Affected
by Difficulty in Childbirth

I vs. E U va, R
Oo 12 13 9 16
(75.0) (61.9) (60.0) (72.7)
Hindi Y 8 6 6

(25.0) (38.1) (40.,0) (27,3
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With regard to the urbans and the rurals, it was the rurals who were more

affected by both.

S of Differences on
Childbearing Patterns

Internals va, Externals

1. Imternals had slightly more children (actual) but desired fewer

<hildren than the extarnals.
2. Internals had a shorter period of time before the birth of the

‘irst child, with less spacing among the children.

3. Both groups differed in one of the reasons for having at least
. boy or a girl among the children. The internals considered not having
1 girl as lacking, therefore having at least one completes the family
+thile the externals considered it happier to have a girl. One of the
astrong reasons for having a boy is the concern for the continuity of the
‘amily name in the case of the internals.

4, There was not much difference in terms of their perception of

2 big or a small family.
5 No difference in terms of sex preference and sex composition

was noted between the two groups.

6. More internals than externsals have used FP methods and more
have indicated that they would continue using them.

7. The three conditions (namely, postponement of childbearing,
spacing after the oldest and to stop childbearing after achieving the
desired number) were all agreed upon for the use of FP methods. The
third condition was overwhelmingly approved by both groups.,

8. Externals appeared to have been more affected by the experience

of a miscarriage than the internals.

Urbans vs. Rurals
1. Rurals had consistently higher means in terms of actual, desired

and ideal family size.
2. The birth of the first child and spacing among the children were

shorter for the urbans than the rurals.



3. Both urbans and rurals differed in one of the reasons for not
wanting less than the desired number of children. For the urbans, it
means the desired number is associated with happiness, for the rurals
it is either because the husband does not want less or it is not
controlled.

4, There is no difference for sex preference and sex composition.
However, for their second choice, the rurals stressed more preference
for boys for the eldest and slightly more males than females for sex
composition., It was the oppomite for the urbans.

5. Both groups did not differ in the first two reasoms for
having at least a boy or a girl among the children. @irls were seen
as closer and &s help in 0ld age by urbans and rurals respectively.
For having at least a boy, the difference came in the third reason.
Boys were considered as "protectors" by the urbans while for the
rurals, they were viewed as contributing to a more happy family.

6. There was a statistically significant difference in their
perceived size for a big family but not for a small family.

7. More urbans than rurals have been using and would continue
to use FP methods.

8. Consistently more urbans overwhelmingly approved the three
conditions for the use of FP.

9. The experience of miscarriage affected a greater percentage
of urbans than rurals.

Correlations of MVSC Categories with
Respondents' Background Information
and Their Actual, Desired and Ideal

—

Family Size

This section presents the relationships between a) MVSC categories

and respondents' background information such as age when they got married
and b) MVSC categories and the respondents' actual, desired and ideal
family size. Their actual scores in each MVSC category were correlated
with their age, years of schooling, number of years married, age when
they were married as well as the number of their actual, desired and
ideal family size.
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Only the tables with significant correlations are presented in this
section; the rest are in Appendix D.

Table 29 presents the correlations of the MVSC categories with the
internals' background information. Number of years married was positively
and significantly correlated with MVSC categories I (magdadala ng
pangalan); II (katulong sa pagtanda) and VII (tungkulin sa lipunanm).

This means that the longer the internals have been married the greater
ihe value attached to children in terms of continuing the family name,
l.elp in old age and responsibility to one's community.

Age when married was significantly but inversely correlated with
ategory VII, reponsibility to one's community, which means that the
- 1der they have been married the less the value of responsibility to

ne's community or vice~versa.

It is also to be noted that age is slightly correlated with
.ategory IX (di-kainaman); number of years in school with category I;
~umber of years married with category IX and age when married with

ategory 21, However, all these relationships were only approaching
catistical significance at the .05 level.

Among the externals, age when married was inversely correlated
with categories IV (pagdulot ng kasiyahan), and VI (pagbibay kahulugan).
This means that the younger they were when they got married, the greater
the value of children as sources of happiness and love and the greater

the value for giving meaning and direction to their lives (Table 30).

Age ari the value of happiness and love were found to be slightly

and inversely correlated, but this did not meet statistical significance.

With regard to the urban respondents, number of years in school
and age when married were both inversely and significantly correlated
with category VII (tungkulin sa lipunan). This means that the leas
schooling they had and the younger they were when married the greater
the vaiuve for having children because they feel it a responsibility

to their community, or vice-versa.

Number of years in achool sand the value attached to children
as help in old age ware found to be slightly and inversely correlated
but the relationship was not significant at the .05 level (Table 31).
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Table 29

Correlations of MVSC Categories
with Internals' Background Information

MVSC Number Number

Age When
Age of Years of Years
Category in School Married  larried
I Magdadala ng pangalan,
magsasakatuparan ng
mithiin ng magulang .187 =222 2U6* -.116
IT Katulong sa pagtanda
at gawaing pambahay,
pagpapaaral sa mga
kapatid .166 -.151 0292. -0216
III Pagnanais na maging
magulang -.005 -.091 .108 ~.163
IV Pagdulot ng kasiyahan
a.t pagmamlh&l 0009 "0025 . 1 2‘* ~e 1 62
V Pagbibigkis ng mag-
asava 0228 -0101‘ 01‘+3 .108
VI Pagbibigay kahulugan
at layunin sa buhay .088 076 JOl2 .092
VII Tungkulin sa lipunan .026 -.135 .28k -.319*
VIII Lalong makikilala ang
sarili sa pagiging
I&gulang 006"‘ -002"’ L) 1 37 e 1 22
IX Di-kainsman «220 -.068 .221 .030
(Costs)

*
«05 level
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Table 30

Correlations of MVSC Categories
with Externals' Background Information

Number Number

MVSC Age When
Age of Years of Years
Category in School Married Morried
I Megdadala ng pangalan,
magsasakatuparan ng
mithiin ng magulang =.016 -.046 .033 -oOlt1
II Katulong sa pagtanda
at gawaing pambahay,
pagpapaaral sa mga
kapatid «070 -.123 «179 -+ 107
III Pagnanais na maging
magulang =184 -.087 -.043 - 134
IV Pagdulot ng kasiyahan
at pagmamahal -.228 -, 06k -.009 -.266*
V Pagbibigkis ng mag-~
asawva -.006 "0093 0077 -.08'4
VI Pagbibigay kahulugan
at l&yunin sa buh‘y -.092 -.033 ° 109 -0235‘
VII Tungkulin sa lipunan «029 -.156 «153 -.140
VIII Lalong makikilala sang
sarili sa pagiging
magulang =125 -.083 047 -.182
IX Di-kainaman 182 -.028 194 =012

{Costs)

* 05 level



Table 3

1

Correlations of MVSC Categories with
Urban Respondents' Background Information

Rumber Number
MVSC Age When
Age of Years of Years .
Category in School Married Married
I Magdadala ng pangalan,
magsasakatuparan ng
mithiin ng magulang .050 -.153 <139 -.045
IT Katulong sa pagtanda
at gawaing pambahay,
pagpapaaral sa mga
IITI Pagnanais ng maging
magulang 003 -.000 119 -.073
IV Pagdulot ng kasiyahan
at pagmamahal -.159 =130 Ol2 -.187
V Pagbibigkis ng mag-
l&av& .098 bt 103 0039 .1‘+8
VI Pagbibigay kahulugan
at layunin sa buhay -.011 .026 107 -.066
VII Tungkulin sa lipunan ~-e161 - 261* «180 - 3218
VIII Lalong makikilala ang
sarili sa pagiging
magulang -.080 -.061 ~O94 =177
IX Di-k&iman ° 128 -0235 .1"’9 -009
(Costs)
*
«05 level

*%

«01 level
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As shown in Table 32, number of years married was found to be
positively and significantly correlated with category II (katulong sa
pagtanda) at the .01 level, with category VII (tungkulin sa lipunan)
at the .05 level., This means that the longer the rural respondents
have been married, the greater the value for children in terms of help
in old age and having children as responsibility to the community.

The same variable was found to positively correlate with category IX
.di-kainaman) but the relationship failed to reach statistical
significance.

Age when married was inversely related, significant at the
,005 level, with category I1. The younger they were married, the
Zreater their value for children as help in old age or help in the
ousehold/farm. This was also slightly, and again, inversely related
ith category IV (pagdulot ng kasiyahan) but the relationship failed
o reach statistical significance.

Table 33 shows that among the internals the actual number of
‘hildren (number of living children) is positively and significaatly
.orrelated with MVSC categories I (magdadala ng pangalan) and II
{katulong sa pagtanda, atbp.). This means that as their number of
shildren has increased the greater the value attached to continuity
of the family name and the value of help in old age in the home and in
sending siblings to school.

The number of desired children was found to positively and
significantly correlate with MVSC category III (pagnanais na maging
maguiang). This means that the more the desired number the greater the
value attached to the desire of becoming parents.

The findings have shown that length of marriage among the internals
significantly and positively correlated with continuity of the family
name (I), help in old age (II) and responsibility to society (VII). Age
when married negatively correlated with responsibility to society. It
should be recalled that earlier the internals were found to attach
greater value to desire for parenthood and giving meaning to life. The
correlational findings seem to support such values. The longer they have
been married the greater their concern for having children who would
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Table 3

2

Correlations of MVSC Categories with
Rural Respondents' Background Information

Number Number
c-::sc Age of Years of Years :ﬁ:r::;n
gory in School Married
I Magdadala ng pangalan,
magsasakatuparan ng
mithiin ng magulang «157 -.031 176 - 07k
II Katulong sa pagtanda
at gawaing pambahay,
pagpapasral sa mga
kapatid 017‘+ -0153 0393.. -.‘+2‘+""
IITI Pesgnanais na maging
magulang ~o 140 -.017 -.003 -.155
IV Pagdulot ng kasiyahan :
V Pagbibigkis ng mag-
asawa .122 -1k .183 -.158
VI Pagbibigay kahulugan
at layunin sa buhay .029 «191 .063 -.042
VII Tungkulin sa lipunan «179 -.078 «25k* -.179
VIII Lalong makikilala ang
sarili sa pagiging
magulang «001 <041 «076 -.07h4
Ix Di-k&inam&n ® 195 -.005 021 1 -001‘3
(Costs)
*
<05 level

e

.01 level

LR Z ]

+005 level
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Table 33

Correlations of the MVSC Categories with
Internal's Actual, Desired, and Ideal
Number of Children

MVSC Actual Number Ideal
Category Number Desired Size
I Magdadala ng pangalan,
magsasaktuparan ng
mithiin ng magulang «2321* 1719 .0687
ITI Katulong sa pagtanda
at gawaing pambahay,
pagpapaaral sa mga
kapatid «2559* <2204 -.0793
I11I Pagnanais na maging
magulang .1758 «2551* «1215
IV Pagiulot na kasiyshan
at pagmamahal . 1458 1827 -.1989
V Pagbibigkis ng mag-
&88.\1& 008“8 ] 01 hO -e 1 202
VI Pagbibigay kahulugan
at layunin sa buhay «0551 1719 «.0713
VII Tungkulin sa lipunan .1815 .1038 -.0925
VIII Lalong makikilala ang
sarili sa pagiging
magulang 1746 #2058 -.0253
IX Di-kainaman .0884 1391 -.0195

(Costs)

L ]
005 1”91



continue the family neme and who would contribute positively to the good
of society., Help in old age is a natural concern of everybody although
this appeared to be a greater value for the externals than the internals
in the earlier findings. It should be mentioned, however, the earlier
finding involved a functional relationship while the present finding is
simply the extent or degree of relatiomship. Furthermore, the finding
was not significant. The significant negative correlation between age
vhen married and responsibility to society shows that the internals

who got married younger had a stronger value attached to children

because of responsibility to society or vice-versa. This can probably

be explained this way. The younger internals who got married had a stronger
concern for this particular value, but the older ones were concerned with

some other values,

Ag far as the externals are concerned, age when married was found
to negatively and significantly correlate with happiness and affection (IV)
snd giving meaning to life (VI) which shows that the younger externals were
more concerned with such values when they got married or vice-versa., This
narticular finding did not come as a surprise in the sense that earlier
both values were found to have been more emphasized by the internals
rather than the externals.

Among the urbans two variables, namely, schooling and age when
married, were found to have correlated negatively with responsibility to
society. The more schooling the urbans have and the older they were when
they got married, the less value attached to responsibility toward
society, or vice~versa., Why is this 307? The younger urbans and those
who had less schooling probably entered marriage to have children who
would fulfill their altruistic goal of helping society. The older ones
and those who had more schooling were more aware of the practical
problems of married life and having children particularly in the city
(concern for costs) that such value was less' of their concern at the
time they were married.

The only variable that was positively and significantly correlated
with help in old age (II) and responsibility to society (VII) was the
length of marriage. The longer the rurals have been married the greater
the value attached to children in terms of help in old age and responsibility
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to society. The value of responsibility to society was already found to
have been more emphasized by the rurals earlier. However, help in old
age was more emphasized by the urbans. Again, it should be mentioned
that the difference was very negligible.

No significant findings were found for the three groups (externals,
urbans and rurals) regarding relationships between motivational values
and actual, desired and ideal family size. As far as the internals are
concerned, actual number of children is positively correlated with
continuity of the family name and help in old age. This means the more
living children the internals have the greater the value for continuity
of the family. The findings all seem to support the earlier findings
of the study: the tendency of the internals to emphasize continuity of
the family and their strong desire for parenthood. Help in old age is
supportive of the finding that the older the internals were the greater
the concern for help in o0ld age, in the home and in sending younger
children to school. It is probably not so much the concern for
themselves alone. Note that help involves two different dimensions,
cshe first for themselves and the second for the younger sons and
daughters. One can argue, therefore, that as the number of living
children increases the greater the concern for their welfare. Again,
responsibility is very much equated with the internals.

Internals were significantly different from the externals in terms
of desire for parenthood and children as giving meaning and direction
in life. They were also found to have emphasized three other motivational
values, namely, continuity of the family name, source of happiness and
affection and knowing oneself better through the children. The shorter
timing of birth for the first child and the shorter spacing of children
could be reflective of the internals' greater desire for parenthood.
Their greater emphasis on the continuity of family name, though not
significantly different from the externals, was also reflected in the
greater percentage of internals preferring a male-dominated family
composition over the externals. One of the reasons given by the internals
in having at least a boy in the family is for the continuity of the family

name, given by more internais than externals.



- 70 -

With regard to the externals, the motivational values that were
slightly emphasized by them were: help in old age and in the home,
binding spouses together and responsibility to society. They differed
significantly from the internals in terms of costs. Although it appears
that they are aware of the costs involved in having children, this doesn't
seem to show in their childbearing patterns. There was no apparent
pattern involved in spacing their children although they had relatively
longer intervals. More externals than internals approved the use of
birth control methods in postponing childbearing after marriage which
explains their longer timing for the birth of the first child, but less
externals approved the use of such methods for spacing and in stopping
childbearing.

The urbans slightly emphasized continuity of the family name, help
in old age/in the home, desire for parenthood, source of happiness/
affection and costs. Most of these values appeared in their childbearing
pattern, The shorter timing of birth for the first child and the shorter
spacing could be supportive of the urbans' desire for parenthood. One of
their s*rong reasons for noi vanting less than the desired number of
children is happiness, again supportive of the value attached to children
as sources of happiness/affection. There was generally no sex preference
for the eldest, but still there were more urbans than rurals who preferred
girls over boys and a female~dominated family composition. More urbans
than rurale expressed the reason for having girls as help in the home
and the rezscu for having boys as help in earning a living and continuity
of the family name. These were both supportive of the values of help in
0ld age and continuity of the family name. The overwhelming approval
of the corndi*ions for the uge of FP could be reflective of their greater
awarenegs for cogts involved in having children, hence, fewer children
both actual and desired.

The values that were slightly emphaaized by the rurals were binding
spouses together, meaning and direction in life, responsibility to society
and knowing oneself better through the children., None of these values
seened to have bsen reflected in their childbearing patterns except binding
spouses together. Although more rurals experienced miscarriages and more
of them claimed they were affected by it as well ss by the difficulties
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in childbirth, still it appeared that they had more children and desired
more compared to the urbamns., This could be supportive of the value that
the more children one has the stronger of the value that the more children
one has the stronger the bond between husbhand and wife.



CHAPTER IV

IMPLICATIONS

The smocio-psychological variable of locus of control is to a certain
extent predictive of some of the motivational values for childbearing
among the Filipino married women involved in this investigation. The
fact that locus of control had a main effect but not for area of residence
and the lack of interaction effect between locus of control and area of
residence is an indication that the determining variable is really locus
of control. Although there were some urban and rural differences and
slight interaction effects, these did not meet statistical significance.
There were differences suggested by the data but the two variables in
combination did not seem to influence the respondents' motivational
values for childbearing. Locus of control could perhaps combine with
other variables such as sex, socio-economic level, educational attainment
and the degree of communication between husband and wife. Perhaps, some
of these variables combined with the construct of locus of control could
be more predictive of differences in term= of motivational values and
consequently childbearing patterns. Mukherjee (1979) contends that
education provides a sense of efficacy which brings about a positive
change in women's perceptions of their status at home and also in their
decision-making power which eventually affect family planning adoption

and therefore fertility behavior,

The socio-demographic variable of area of residence did not
significantly affect the married women's motivational values, The lack
of significant effect means that the motivational values appeared to be
the same whether one resides in the city or in the rural area. This
implies that what is probably more important is not sc much in the
difference of area of residence but the improvement of the quality of
life of the people in these low-income areas. It is often asserted
that socio~economic development is the best contraceptive and that with
improved socio=economic conditions, there will be not only an increase
in family planning adoption but also a decline in the fertility rate
(Mukherjee, 1979). The fertility decline recorded in the demographic
history of developed nations followed after long periods of social and
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economic development, Such development altered the traditional roles
of families in society and of children in the family. Large families
were no longer important for attaining and holding on to the good
things in life. Higher aspirations for each offspring provided
inducements for limiting family size (Concepcion and Hemdershot, 1968,
pe 355). Furthermore, it is their belief that family planning programs
are not likely to have much effect unless some simultaneous social and
economic progreas occurs which will reduce reliance on family ties and
on many childremn (p. 356).

The lack of significant differences between urban and rurel
respondents in terms of motivational values could also be reflective
of what Bulatao (1979) considers as the transition in the value of
children. He argues that the transition involves a dual process of
liberation. First, children are liberated from having to contribute
their labor to their families; then, parents are liberated from the burden
of caring for many children. However, this needs to be investigated

further involving as wide a sample and as many sample areas as possible,

There appeared to be a relationship between the motivational values
for childbearing and actual childbearing patterns. This was more true
of the internals and the urbans, and true only to a certain extent for
the externals and the rurals, Such a finding raises the question of
directional influence that values exert on actual behavior as shown
by the internals and the urbans, It also raises the question of why
this was true only up to a certain extent for the externals and the
rurals, For these two groups, externals and rurals, it is possible
that such values have not been internalized by them, hence not operative
is their tehavior or childbearing patterns. There was simply a lack of

congruence between values and actual behavior.

Needless to say, there were certain limitations involved in this
atudy. TFirst is the choice of only one depressed ares in Metro Manila.
Although the justification for doing so was cited earlier in the study,
still it would be better if more depressed areas distributed in different
parts of Metro Manila could have been involved. Caution is therefore
suggested in generalizing the results of this investigation to other

urban areas and to other rural areas.
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The forced-choice item locus of control instrument appeared to have
created some negative reactions and complaints on the part of the
responsents as reported by the interviewers. Some of the respondents
would sometimes stop and say, “wala na bang ibang pagpipilian (are there
no other choices)". This indicates that given more choices as in a
b-point or 6-point scale, the respondents could have given answers that
were closest or most compatible to their own. Another suggestion in the
ase of the locus of control would be to try out the 2-dimensional
aspects of externality (IPV Scale by Levenson, 1974) mamely, control
9y powerful others ani control by chance., After all, people do not
aecessarily feel controlled only by powerful others or by chance alone.

Perhaps better or more significant results could have turned out
in terms of the motivational values if more items would have been developed
in thoge categories that had only four items., Or, similar categories
sould have been put together to see how the groups differed in terms of
the lumped categories of the motivational values.

The presence of kin, neighbors or friends during the interviews
raises some doubts as to the validity of the answers given by the
respondents. There were times when respondents would not want to give
any answers and kin or friends would simply blurt out their answers and
some of the respondents would simply say, "pareho na rin ng sinabi niya”
even if asked again for the second or third time. The use of the

technique of pagtatanung-tamong could be a better technique instead of
the usual structured interviews.

In the light of the findings of the study the following are given
as recommendations. First, a longitudinal study be conducted comparing
values attached to children to see if there are any changes and what
caused such changes, if there are any. And also to find out if such
changes are reflected in their childbearing patterns. Second, a study
involving a sample of husband and wife, since childbearing decisions are
jointly made by both partners. Third, before launching any government
program offering alternatives to values derived from having children,
a wide-scale survey be conducted to surface alternatives from the parents
themselves. In this way, offered alternatives become more meaningful

rather than being imposed by agencies., An upgrading of educational and
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career opportunities for low-income women could be provided as alternative
sources of companionship and fulfillment. This means providing women with
meaningful job opportumities; thus they will find meaning and direction

in life and not just rely on children for these values. The government
could work out schemes for econonic‘support and security in old age.

In this way, dependence on children for old-age support could be minimized,
if not totally eradicated. Fourth, to develop intervention programs to
mnhance and heighten internality, that people should only have and desire
children they are responsible for and not simply leave children to chance
)r fate. The concept of "what I can do for my child and not what I expect
‘rom my child or what he can do for me'" should be communicated to the
»eople in the most meaningful way possible.



BIBLIOGRAPHY

Abrera, A. Philippine Poverty Thresholds: Measuring Philippine Welfare.

Arnold, F. et al. The Value of Children: A Cross-National Study, Vol. I,
East-West Population Institute, Homolulu, 1975.

Arnold, Fred and James T. Fawcett. The Value of Children: A Cross-
National Study, Vol. III, East-West Population Institute, Honolulu,

1975.

Barry, R. and B, Wolf. Motives, Values and Realities: A Framework for
Counselling. New York: Teachers' Press, 1965.

jattle, E. S. and J. B. Rotter. Children's feelings of personal control
as related to social class and ethnic group. Journal of Personality,

1963, 31: 482-490.

julatao, Rodolfo A, Values, attitudes, and the desire for children.
Philippine Population Research, Makati: Population Center Foundation,
19739 PP. 275=305.

julatao, Rodolfo A, Population decisions and personal desires. Philippine

Sociological Review, 1977, 25: 79-83.

3ulatao, R. A. and F, Arnold. Relationships between the value and cost
of children and fertility: Cross-cultural evidence, East-West
Center Population Institute, Honolulu, 1977.

3ulletin Today, November 20, 1980,

Carment, David W. and Tulsi Ram Paliwal. Correlates of birth control
practices in India. Journal of Cross-Cultural Psychology, 1973,
b: 111-119,

Clifford, william B., II. Modern and traditiomal value orientations
and fertility behavior: a social demographic study. Demography,
1971, 8: 37-47.

Concepcion, M. and A. B, Feranil, Value of children to parents in Asia
survey (VOCPA), Special Report No. 4, UPPI Preliminary Report,

1976.

Concepcion M., and W. Fleiger. Family building patterns of young Manila
couples. Philippine Sociological Review, 1968, 16: 162-183.

Concepcion, M. and Gerry E. Hendershot. Factors associated with women's
ideal family size and approval of family planning. St. Louis
Quarterly, 1968, 6: 360-368.

Davidson, Andrew R. and James J. Jaccard. Population psychology: A new
look at an old problem. Journal of Personality and Social
Pszcholosz, 1975, 31: 1073-1082.




-77 -

de Guzman, E. A. Value of children to parents in Asia survey (VOCPA),
Special Report No., 5, UPPI Preliminary Report, 1976.

de Guzman, E. A. and D. R, dela Paz. Value of children to parents in
Asia survey (VOCPA), Special Report No. 7, UPPI Preliminary Report,
1976.

de Charms, R. Personal Causation: The Internal Determinants of
Behavior. New York: Academic Press, 1963.

dela Paz, Dionisia R. Preferences for number and sex of children in
the Philippines. Paper prepared for the conference on the
Measurement of Preferences for Number and Sex of Children, Fast-
West Population Institute, Hawaii, June 2-5, 1975.

Enriquez, Virgilio and Carmen Santiago. Tungo sa maka-pilipinong
penanaliksik (mimeograph).

Fawcett, J. T. Psychology and Population: Behavioral Research Issues
in Fertility and Familx Planning. New York: The Population

Council, 1970,

Fawcett, Jo. T. The value and cost of the first child. FEast-West
Center Population Institute, Homolulu, 1978.

Fawcett, J. T. (ed.). The Satisfactions and Costs of Children:
Theories, Concepts, Methods. East-West Population Institute,
Honolulu, December 1972.

Final Report of the Special Committee to Review Philippine Population
Program, 1978,

Gonzales, Lydia. Ang metodo ng pagtatanung-tanong (mimeograph).

Gore, P. M. and J, B, Rotter. A personality correlate of social action.
Journal of Personality, 1963, 31: 58-64.

Groat, H. Theodore and Arthur G. Neal. Social psychological correlates
of urban fertility. American Sociological Review, 1967, 32:
945-959,

Gurin, P. et al. Internal-external control in the motivational dynamics
of Negro youth, The Journal of Social Issues, 1969, 25: 29-53,

Guthrie, G. Psychological factors and preferred family size. St. Louis
Quarterly, 1968, 6: 394.

Guthrie, G. and P. Jimenez-Jacobs. Child-Rearing and Personalit
Development in the Philippines. Manila: Bookmark, 1967.

Hersh, P. D, and K. E. Schieb. Reliability and validity of internal-
external control as a personality dimension. Journal of Consulting

Psychology, 1967, 31: 609-613.




- 78 -

Hoffman, Lois Wladis, A psychological perspective on the value of
children to parents: concepts and measures. The Satisfactions
and Costs of Children: Theories, Concepts, Methods. J. T. Fawcett
(ed.). East-West Population Institute, Honolulu, 1972.

Hoffman, L. W. and M. L. Hoffman, The value of children to parents.
Psychological Perspectives on Population. New York: Basic Books,
1972,

Jimenez, Ma. Carmen. Masculinity-Feminity Concepts and their Bearing
on the Population Program, PCF, 1980, 32-37.

Jocano, F. Landa. Cultural changes in relation to a sustained country-
wide family planning programme. Unpublished paper presented at
the Southeast Acia and Oceania Regional Conference of the
International Planned Parenthood Federation, Baguio City,
Philippines, 1971,

Kar, Snehender B. Measurement of motivation of a family planning
educational programme. Journal of Family Welfare, 1968, 14: 1.12,

Lefcourt, H. M. Internal versus external control of reinforcement:
A review. Psychological Bulletin, 1966, 65: 206-220.

Lefcourt, H. M. Locus of Control: Current Trends in Theory and
Research. New York: Lawrence Earlbaun Asso., Inc., 1976.

Levenson, Hanna. Multidimensional locus of control in psychiatric
patients. Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology, 1973,
41:  397-404,

Liu, Paul. Chinese tradition and fertility behavior in Taiwan.
Fertility Transition of the East Asian Populations. Lee-Jay Ho (ed.).
Honolulu: The U Press of Hawaii, 1979, pp. 149-173.

Liverant, D. and A. Scolderl. Internal and external control as deter-
minants of decision-making under conditions of risk. Psychological
Reports, 1960, 7: 59-67.

Lynch, Frank and Perla Q. Makil. The BRAC 1976 Filipino family survey.
St. Louis Quarterly, 1968, 6: 293-330.

MacDonald, Jr. A. P. Internal-external locus of control and the
practice of birth control. Psychological Reports, 1970, 21: 206.

Mahler, Irwin., A comparative study of locus of control. Psychologia,
1974, 17:  135-139,

Mataragnon, Rita H. Residential crowding and coping reactions as a
function of sex, age, and perceived control over one's environment.

Unpublished doctoral dissertation, University of the Philippines,
1950,

Meade, Robert D, and Labh Singh. Motives for childbearing in America
and India, Journal of Cross~Cultural Psychology, 1973, 46: 89-110.




-79 -

Mendez, Paz P. and F. L. Jocano. The Filipino Family in its Rural and
Urban Oriemtation: 2 Case Studies. Mendiolo: CEU Research and
Development Center, 197G.

Mukher jee, Bishwa N. Prediction of family planning and family size from
modernity value-orientations of Indian women. Papers of the East-
West Population Imnstitute, No. 61, East-West Center, Honolulu,
1979.

Nunnaly, Jum C. Psychometric Theory, New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co.,
1967.

Palabrica, M. B. Attitudes and motives that underlie the large family
in Cagayan de Oro. Unpublished masteral thesis, Xavier University,
Cagayan de Oro, 1969.

Paz, D. R. de la, Preferences for number and sex of children in the
Philippines, UPPI Paper.

Rabin, A. I. Motivation for parenthood. Journal of Projective
Techniques and Personality Assessment, 1935, 29: L0o5-H11,

Rabin, A. I. and R. J. Greene. Assessing motivation for parenthood.
Journal of Psychology, 1968, 69: 39-46.

Ramirez, Mina., A phenomenology of the Filipino family., St. Louis
Quarterly, 1968, 6: 339-354.

Rotter, J. B. Generalized expectancies for internal versus external

control of reinforcement. Psychological Monographs, 1966, 80.

Smith, B. M. A social-psychological view of fertility. Psychological

Perspectives on Population. J. T. Fawcett (ed.). New York:
Basic BOOkB' InC.. 1973-

Smith, P. Age at marriage: recent trends and prospects. Philippine
Sociological Review, 1968, 16: 1-16,

Smith, Ronald E., Changes in locus of control as a function of life
crisis resolution. Journal of Abnormal Psychologl, 1970,
75: 328-332,

Sociological Dimensions of Population Growth in the Philippines.
Population Institute, University of the Philippines, July-October
1971.

Spengler, J. Values and fertility analysis. Demography, 1966,
3: 109-130, '

Stinner, W. and Paul D. Mader. Sons, daughters or both?: an analysis
of family sex composition preferences in the Philippines.
Demography, 1975, 12: 67-79.



Tangco, Ma. Angelita D, The effect of frustration on the flexibility
of internals and externals. Unpublished masteral thesis, University

of the Philippines, 1977.

Teh, Lota A, Some personality correlates of internale-external control.
unpublished masteral thesis, Ateneo de Manila University, 1981.

Torres, Amaryllis. Pakapa-kapa as a research method in Philippine
psychology (mimeograph).

Williamson, John B, Subjective efficacy and ideal family size as
predictors of favorability toward birth control. Demography,



APPENDIX A

Table 1

Income Distribution

Pesos ??g;‘} % ?:80.? %
Less than 100 2k 2k .00 2k 2k .00
100 - 199 34 3k.00 18 18.00
200 - 299 18 18.00 16 16.00
300 - 399 12 12.00 15 15.00
koo - 499 5 5.00 3 3.00
500 - 599 1 1.00 10 10.00
600 - 699 2 2,00 7 7.00
700 - 799 0 - 0 -
800 - 899 1 1.00 2 2.00
900 0 - 3 3,00
No income 3 3.00 2 - 2,00

Average/month F 208.84 p 288.17
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Table 2

Relationship between
Locus of Control, Area of Residence
and MVSC Category I

1) SS daf MS r

Main Effects

Locus of Control (I vs. E) .033 1 .033 2,204
Area of Residence (U vs. R) .008 1 .008 513
Interaction (A x B) 001 1 .001 .065
Error 1.533 101 .015
Total 1.575 104
*»p L .05

MVSC Category I: Magdadala ng pangalan at magsasskatuparan ng
methiin ng mga magulang

Table 3

Relationship between
Locus of Control, Area of Residence
and MVSC Category II

sv sS ar MS F

Main Effects

Locus of Control (I vs. E) .027 1 .027 2.25
Area of Residence (U vs. R) «001 1 .001 .08
Interaction (A x B) 012 1 .012 1.00
Error 1.202 101 .012
Total 1.242 104
*p {05

MVSC Category II: Katulong sa paglanda, sa gawaing pambahay at
sa pagpapaarsl ng mga kapatid
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Table 4

Relationship between
Locus of Control, Area of Residence
and MVSC Category IV

sV ss af MS F

Main Effects

Locus of Control (I vs. E) 035 1 035 2.57

Area of Residence (U vs. R) .00k 1 .00k <294
Interaction (A x B) .015 1 .015 1.102
Error 1.375 101 0136

Total 1.429 104
*P L .05
MVSC Category IV: Pagdulot ng kasiyshan at pagmamahal
Table S
Relationship between
Locus of Control, Area of Residence
and MVSC Category V
RY'S SS ar MS F

Main Effects

Locus of Control (I vs. E) .007 1 +007 241

Area of Residence (U vs. R) 003 1 .003 «103
Interaction (A x B) «002 1 002 .068
Error 2.958 101 029

Total 2.970 104
‘p < .05

MVSC Category V: Pagbibigkis ng mag-asawa
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Table 6

Relationship between
Locus of Comtrol, Area of Residence
and MVSC Category VII

sV SS ar MS F

Main Effects

Locus of Control (I va. E) JO45 1 <045 1,607
Area of Residence (U vs. R) .026 1 .026 .928
Interaction (A x B) .002 1 .002 .071
Error 2.863 101 .028
Total 2,936 104
*p { 05

MVSC Category VII: Tungkulin sa lipunan

Table 7

Relationship between
Locus of Control, Area of Residence
and MVSC Category VIII

sV SS ar MS F

Main Effects

Locus of Control (I va. E) .020 1 .020 1.764
Area of Residence (U vs. R) .005 1 .005 .29
Interaction (A x B) .000 1 .000 -000
Error 1.754 101 017
Total 1.779 104
'p € 05

MVSC Category VIII: Pagkilala nang mabuti sa sarili
sa pagiging magulang
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CONTINGENCY TABLES

Table 8

Birth of the First Child
after Marriage

1 E Total U R Total
less than a year 29 23 52 27 25 52
1+ = 2+ years 22 28 50 24 26 50
Total 51 51 102 51 51 102
X2=1.412, af=1 X°= .56, af=1
Table 9
Heard about
Family Planning
I E Total 1) R Total
Qo 48 Ly 95 Lo Lo 95
Hindi L 6 10 3 7 10
Total 52 53 105 52 53 105

hY

X = .399, df‘—'1

x2=1.68, df=1
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Table 10

Number of Children

for a
Small Family
Number of
Children I E Total U R Total
1 = 2 21 26 'Y 28 19 47
3 - 4 27 23 50 20 30 50
5 - 6 L 4 8 L 4 8
Total 52 53 105 52 53 105
2 2
X= 868, df=2 X“=3,709, df=2
Table 11
Number of Children
for a
Big Family
Number of
Children I E Total 1] R Total
2 - 4 8 8 16 10 6 16
5 - 7 L 17 b1 25 16 41
8§ - 10 9 17 26 8 18 26
11+ 6 ?7 13 L 9 13
Total LY kg 96 'Y 1) 96

X°=3,68, df=3

X2=8.71%, df=3

*r ( .05
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Table 12

Sex Preference

I E Total U R Total

Girl 13 12 25 13 12 25
Boy 13 14 27 9 18 27
No preference 26 27 53 30 23 53
Total 52 53 105 52 53 105
X%= .085, df=2 X%=3.95, df=2
Table 13

Family Composition

I E Total U E Total

Male Dominated 12 7 19 11 8 19
Female Dominated 14 6 20 13 7 20
Equal Number 23 33 56 22 34 56

Total k9 46 95 b6 49 95

X°=h.01, ar=2 X2k ,18, df=2



Table 14

Use of
Family Planning Methods

I E Total U R Total

0o 2 13 3 2 13 35
Hind 26 33 59 27 32 59
Total 48 46 94 49 45 o4
X°=3,11, dfwl x%22.58, df=1
Table 15

Continuing Use
of Fanily Planning Methods

I E Total 1) R Total

Oo 18 9 27 19 8 27
Hindi 3 3 6 2 b 6
Total 21 12 33 21 12 33

N

X°= ,591, df=1 x2=2.92, df=1
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Table 16

Difficulty in Conceiving

I E Total

1} R Total

Oo % 20 3 18 16 3h
Hindi w30 64 31 33 6h

Total 48 50 98 49 b9 98

X2=1.265, af=1 x2x 152, df=1
Table 17
Experience of Miscarriage
I E Total U R Total

Oo 19 18 37 17 20 37
Hindi 33 35 68 3% 33 68

Total 52 53 105

52 53 105

X2= 304, df=1

X°= .291, df=1



Table 18

Desire for Another Child
Affected by Miscarriage

I B Total U R Total

0o 1 9 10 5 6 10
Hindi 8 9 2 3w 2
Total 19 18 37 17 20 37
X°=6.28%, df=1 X°= 224, df=1

P < 05
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Table 19

Correlations of the MVSC Categories with

Urban Respondents' Actual, Desired, and
Ideal Number of Children

MVSC Actual Number Ideal
Category Number Desired Size

I «1169 .1062 -.059%

II <1423 1101 .0026
IIT -+0072 -0l65 -.0962
v .0009 0074 -.0947

\ -0307 0013 -+1916

VI .0237 -0392 -.1195
VII .0511 -0lk06 -.089%
VIII .0273 0847 -.0054
IX .0387 =.0200 -.0794




Table 20

Correlations of the MVSC Categories with
Rural Respondents® Actual, Desired, and

Ideal Number of Children

MVSC Actual Number Ideal
Category Number Desired Size
1 <1216 <1448 «1119

I «1355 1001 0146

111 -.0787 -.0033 .0227
v .0276 -.0690 -.0325

v 21173 .0683 .1611

VI «0503 0657 0401
VI .1881 1009 .0062
VIII 0165 .0855 -.0037
X «1230 <1354 .0706




Table 21

Correlations of the MVSC Categories with
External Respordents' Actual, Desired, and

Ideal Number of Children

MVSC Actual Number Ideal
Category Number Deasired Size
I -.0706 -.0214 ~.0061

II «1190 <1324 .0396
111 -. 1224 -.0716 -.0948

v -.0823 -.1028 -.0498

\ =+0300 -.0331 .0709

VI «0033 -.0612 -.0974
VII 0664 «0125 =.0552
VIil -.0183 0715 «0719
IX «0720 .0058 .0289
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THE SOUTHEAST ASIA POPULATION RESEARCH AWARDS PROGRAM

PROGRAM OBJECTIVES

* To strengthen the research capabilities of young
Southeast Asian social scientists, and to provide
them with technical support and guidance if
required.

* To increase the quantity and quality of social
science research on population problems in South-
east Asia.

* To facilitate the flow of information about popu-
lation research developed in the program as
well as its implications for policy and planning
among researchers in the region, and between re-
searchers, government planners and policy makers.

ILLUSTRATIVE RESEARCH AREAS

The range of the research areas include a wide
variety of research problems relating to population,
but excludes reproductive biology. The following are
some examples of research areas that could fall
within the general focus of the Program:

* Factors contributing to or related to fertility re-
gulation and family planning programs; familial,
psychological, social, political and economic
effects of family planning and contraception.

Antecedents, processes, and consequences (demo-
graphic, cultural, social, psychological, political,
economic) of population structure, distribution,
growth and change.

Family structure, sexual behaviour and the rela-
tionship between child-bearing patterns and child
development.

Inter-relations between population variables and
the process of social and economic development
(housing, education, health, quality of the environ-
ment, etc).

Population policy, including the interaction of
population variables and economic policies, policy
implications of population distribution and move-
ment with reference to both urban and rural
settings, and the interaction of population variables
and law.

Evaluation of on-going population education pro-
grams and/or development of knowledge-based
population education program.

* Incentive schemes — infrastructures, opportunities;
overall economic and social development programs.

SELECTION CRITERIA

Selection will be made by a Program Committee of
distinguished Southeast Asian scholars in the social
sciences and population. The following factors will
be considered in evaluating research proposals:

1. relevance of the proposed research to current
issues of population in the particular countries of
Southeast Asia;

2. its potential contribution to policy formation, pro-
gram implementation, and problem solving;

3. adequacy of research design, including problem
definition, method of procedure, proposed mode
of analysis, and knowledge of literature;

4. feasibility of the project, including time require-
ment; budget; and availability, accessibility, and
reliability of data;

5. Applicant's potential for further development.

DURATION AND AMOUNT OF AWARDS

Research awards will be made for a period of up to
one year. In exceptional cases, requests for limited
extension may be considered. The amount of an
award will depend on location, type and size of the

project, but the maximum should not exceed
US$7,500.

QUALIFICATIONS OF APPLICANTS

The Program is open to nationals of the following
countries: Burma, Indonesia, Kampuchea, Laos,
Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Viet-
nam. Particular emphasis will be placed on attracting
young social scientists in provincial areas.

Applications are invited from the following:
* Graduate students in thesis programs
* Faculty members

* Staff members in appropriate governmental and
other organizations.

Full-time commitment is preferable but applicants
must at least be able to devote a substantial part of
their time to the research project. Advisers may be
provided, depending on the needs of applicants.





