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CHAPTk2 I 

INTROIXICTION 

Th. population problem concerna all who have a vital interest in 

tt. quality of lit, of present-day society. A. such it j. no longer 

just the concern of sociologists and anthropologists, medical doctors 

ad economists but psychologist. aó well. 

In a study by Bulatao (1977), be noted that 32 parcent of all 

irths between 1968 rn' 1972 were unwanted, in the sense that they 

Med up to sore children than th. woman desired. This he gathered 

rom the 1973 National Demographic Survey. By the middle of 1979, 

te Philippine population was estimated at 'i6.6 million and growing 
nnually at th. rate of 2.k percent, although it ha. declined from 

.78 percent since 1975 (Republic of the Philippines Fertility Survey, 

980). In order to achieve population levels that are conducive to 

atio&al welfare, th. Co.ai.eioa on Population (1980) has set the 

pulation growth target: 

To re'uce population growth rate from an 
estimated 2.3% in 1980 with a population level 
of about 1#8 miflion to an estimated 2.0% in 

1989 (with a population level of about 53 
million). This growth reduction is consistent 
with the long-term goal of achieving replace- 
sent fertility or a net reproductive rate of 
1.0 by the year 2000, by which time, the 
popuition level would be about 67 million, 
owig at a rate of 1.0% per annum. 

Th spite of a .t long term goal of reducing the growth rate to 
î.0 ent by the year 2000, th.ir is still a lack of an explicit 

policy on the aumber of children that i. advocated in the Philippines 

which is consistent with such a growth target. Information varies 

c3ncerning hc isit government policy wld set on family .i.., *. 
in the cse f maternity privileges and additional tax exemptions. 

Some Asian oowtriu liko Singapore, Malaysia, Taiwan, India and 

others have existing policiis, explicit or implicit, on the desired 

family size. In Singapore, a series of laws were passed to discourage 

parents from having more than two children. For Malaysia, the government 



has limited Maternity benefits for government workers to include only 

the first thre. children. The Malaysian government is also considering 

the possibility of implementing a financial incentive to women found 

not to be pregnant. There is no definite official policy on the ideal 

family size in Taiwan. Some family planning groups, however, have 

provided incentives to parente agreeing to limit family size. One 

district of Taiwan has come up with an "educational bond" to cover 

tuition fees to families who have no more than three children. In 

order to limit family size to two or three in India, monetary 

compensation for sterilization of both male and female was raised 

to Re. 150 for two living children or less, Ra. 100 for three living 

children and Re. 70 for four or more children. (Final Report of the 

Special Conrittee to Review the Philippine Population Program, 

Appendix k). The lack of a government policy in the Philippines 

regarding completed family size calle for a real understanding of 

the cultural values attached to children. 

There is no doubt that the Philippines is a country whose 

people put prime importance on children. In the eyes of his or her 

parente, a child may serve certain economic functions or may satisfy 

deep psychological needs. Several studies attest to this observation. 

In their study on childrearing practices among Filipinos, Guthrie and 

Jacobs (1967) observed that: 

The Philippines is a child-oriented society. 
Children are eagerly desired since they are 
seen as assets to a family. Their companionship 
ja sought by parents and older siblings, and by 
other relatives and neighbors as well. At every 
age a portion of family life revolves around the 
child providing him with many roles ranging from 
a passive recipient of the attention which is 
showered upon him to a responsible caretaker of 
younger siblings to the ever nec.ssary water 
carrier. There are few adult activities from 
which a child is excluded. Re accompanies 
his mother to market, hie older sister to 
school, hie older brother when courting, and 
his father to the fields. The Philippine 
family creates mamy places for children within 
its activities and often creates many children 
to fill these places. 



In the Philippines having children is a central 
purpose of marriage. Failur, to have children 
is a matter of grave concern to both husband and 
wit,, even to relatives and *.ighbore. Children 
are a gift from Clod. They are an indication 
that the large family is in "God's grace" or 
"blessed." Thus there is no real planning as 
to family size, or any real attempt at spacing 
(pp. 57-58). 

In their anthropological case studies on the Filipino family in 

its rural and urban setting, MendeL and Jocano (197k) confirmed the 

previously mentioned ndinge. 

An importar reason for getting married is to 
hais children, who are th. best proof that 
husband and wife have become one in their 
offsprings. They are strong ties that bind 
a couple, "matibay na bigkie ng magasawa." 
Couples are less likely to se-arate if they 
have children, and husbands are more likely 
to stay faithful, too. Children are gifts 
froa God, parente with many children are 
many times blessed (pp. 72-73). 

studies WeL tte. by Bulatao (1976) with similar findings 

oac.rning values associated with children. Arnold, et al. (1975) in a 

roas-national study of several Asian countries on The Value of Children 

aleo had this to say: 

ldren are more than the object of their 
parente' attention and love; they ar. aleo a 
biological and social necessity. The human 
species perpetuates itself through children; 
cultural, religious and national groupe 
transmit their values and traditions through 
children; filies maintain their lineage 
through children; and individuals pass on 

r genetic and social heritag, through 
childrei. The ultimate value of children 
Le the continuity of humanity (p. 1). 

TL queston of why people continue to have children is a 

fundaa.nt il question of human motivation and values. Motives and 

values are intricately interwoven and are virtually inseparable. 

The concept of value is important for it replaces the needs approach 

to motivation with a positive explanation of why men do what they do. 

In the needs theory, motivated behavior stems from the elimination 



of a lack. A man strives for love because he do.e not heve it and 

needs it. Essentially he is struggling to fill a void. The introduction 

of the idea of value, however, changos this interpretation of man's 

struggle for love to a striving for something that he has learned is 

good or right or has value. The concept of value therefore provides a 

positive rational, for motivation (Barry, 1965). Kluckhohn in Smith 

(1969) defines value ea: 

a conception, explicit or implicit distinctive 
of an individual or charactertetic of a group, of 
the desirable which influences the selection from 
available modes, means, and ends of action. 

The crux of the present conception of alnea then is the word 

desirable. The va±iety of reasons for wanting children are termed as 

values attached to children to und.rline the return a parent expects 

or the utility he or sh. derives from having children. The contrary 

concept disvalues refers to costs one expects to incur with children. 

Thus the term value is used to cover both utility and cost, understood 

as some cognitively distinguished component or consequent of having 

children that has affective or moral significance attached to it by 

some participante in a particular culture (Bulatao, 1976). 

An important psychological variable that can be related to the 

concept of motivational values for childbearing is the variable of 

locus of control. This was earlier discussed in the context of 

demographic decisions pointing out that life choices on matters such 

as occupation, marriage, migration and family size are increasingly 

subject to volition, rather than tradition or fate. People are not 

just bundles of beliefs, attitudes and values that channel motives. 

People differ in the degree to which they are psychologically 

organized to carry out a planned course of action. However, there 

is many a slip between intention and realization, between expressions 

of attitude and consequential behavior (Beck, 1967). 

The locus of control construct is a socio-psychological variable 

that gives consid.rable evidence of coming to grips with the problem 

of intention and realization and deals with individual differences in 

the capacity for self-determination in terms of self-conceptions as 

being an origin or pawn of social causation (D. Charms, 1968) or in 



terms of generalized expectancies as to whether outcomes of one's 

actions are under internal or external, control (Rotter, 1966; Lefcourt, 

1966). People who are convinced that they are origins referred to as 

possessing an internal locus of control or internals behave in such 

a way that outcomes are under their own control; while those who see 

themselves as 'awns referred to as possessing an external locus of 

control or externals see themselves and behave as though they are at 

the mercy of external foroes. 

In Rotter's theory the control construct is considered to be a 

generalized expectu , operating across a large nuaber of situations, 

which relates to whethe: or not the individual possesses or lacks 

power over what happens to him. Individuals are labelled externa],e 

when they are said to have a generalized expectancy that reinforcements 

are not undsr their control across vary ng situations. The control 

dimension distributes individuals according to the degree to which 

they accept responsibility for what happens to them. Ae a general 

prir'ple, interna], control refers to the perception of positive 

ad r .ritive outcoti as being a conscuenc of one's actions and 

thereby under personal control; external control refers to the 

perception of positive or negative events i.'r being unrelated to one's 

behavior in certain situations and tku:efore beyond personal control. 

Significance of the Study 

Population studies to date involving psychological and socio- 

Xsmographic variables appear to be in their infantile stage particularly 

,u the Philippine setting While it is true that there have been 

sveral tuui5 conducted concerning valw,e attached to children, no 

study has b. conducted as yet regarding the relationship of a 

peycl 'ogical variable and scio-deaographic variab' to values on 

childbcariig. Inasmuch as the act of childbearing involves persona 

in the context of their own social setting, it is imperative that 

studies of this nature be investiga'ed. 

The conceptual framework upon which this study is based is 

premised on the idea that locus of control orientation is an important 

socio-psychological variable that affects motivational values for 



childbearing. Such values are assumed to have been acquired fro. one's 

social environment because of their desirability. Hence, resulte of 

this study could contribute to the existing body of knowledge on the 

predictive value of the locus of control construct in human behavior, 

more signif!cantly in the context of the Filipino culture. The findings 

would also be a contribution in the understanding of the motivational 

values for childbearing in a culture of poverty. 

A theme that underlies much of the speculation about motivations 

for childbearing je that social change brings about changes in the way 

children are valued. If more were known shout the personal and social 

islues served by childbearing, then the government could be helped in 

tailoring prograne that would provide alternative sources of satisfaction. 

A humanistic answer to the population dilemma of the immediate future 

may be found not by denying parente children that they hay, learned to 

desire, but by offering alternative sources of satisfaction to rechannel 

reproductive motivations. 

Adquate measures or intervention programe can also be developed 

to enhance people's propensity to take command of their own fate, that 

is, deciding on the number of children ou. can actually have in the 

context of a realistic lif. situation. Perhaps, we would be dealing 

with the very root-cause of the problem of population. 

Review of Related Literature 

Locus of Control Studies 

Rotter's locus of control construct (195k) has generated a wide 

variety of research using different dependent variables fro. the more 

basic like learning to the more applied eocio-psychologioal variables 

such ne conformity, attitude change, mental health, crowding, etc. 

To reiterate the basic conceptualization on which this theory was based, 

locus of control was originally conceived se a mediating expectancy 

variable which primarily affects learning. An internal person has 

an expectancy that the environment is open to personal manipulation 

and that a relationship existe between bis actions and hie reinforcements. 

An external person, on th. other hand, expects reinforcements to be under 



the control of other. and expects that effort does not ascessarily 

result in reward. Briefly then, the internal-external (I-E) construct 

is viewed as a generalized exp.otancy which operate. across a variety 

of situations. Conceptually defined, the locus of control construct 

refera to the degree to which an individual relates the occurrence of 

reinforcement. (or lack of them) to his own actions. That is, an 

externally controlled person perceives reinforcement. to be primarily 

determined by factors beyond hie control (chance, fate, or powerful 

others); whereas, an internally controlled person perceives that the 

reinforcements h. obtains are primarily due to the consequences of his 

own effort.. 

Foreign studies. Battle and Rotter (1963) conducted a study on 

children's feelings of control as related to social cias. and ethnic 
group. It was found that th. interaction of social cias, and ethnic 

group warn highly related to internal-external attitudes. Low.r-clase 

Negro.. were significantly more external than middle-class Negroes or 

whites. Middle-class children in general were significantly more 

interAs]. than lower-class children. 

Using subjects enrolled in a southern Negro college, Gore and 

Rotter (1965) found that the I-E Control Scale predicted the type 

and. degree of coitaent behavior manifested to effect social change. 

Those subjects scoring lowest in externality (internal S.) signed 

statements expressing the greatest amount of interest in social 

motion while the more external subjects either expressed no interest 

in participation or minimal involvement probably because they believed 
that they cannot effect any changes. 

k review of ethnic studies revealed that groupa whose social 

position is one of minimal power ither by class or race tend to 

score higher in the external control direction (low internals). 

Within the racial groupings, class interacts so that the double 
handicap of lower class and lower "caste" seems to produce persona 

with the highest expectancy of external control. Perhaps apathy and 

what is often described as lower-class lack of motivation to achieve 

may be be explained as a renult of th. disbelief that efforts psy off 

(Letcourt, 1976). 



Several studies have investigated conformity in relation to the 

I-E control construct. Researcher. have predicted that externals would 

conform sore than internals since their expectation. involve the view 

of events as being du. to sources outside their own control. Internals, 

on the other hand, if aware of onteide pressure, should more likely 

resist this pressure since it would run counter to their expectancies 

of being in control of their environment. Sos. indirect confirmation 

of these hypotheses was obtained in a study (04.11, 1959) which showed 

that those subjects ranking high in externality on an early version of 

the I-E scale siso were significantly more conforming than were internals. 
The study conducted by Ritohie and Phares (1969) involved communications 

which were identical but which were attributed to either high- or low- 

prestige sources presented to groups of internal and external subjects 

in order to influence their attitudes. As predicted, external subjects 

changed more in response to a high-prestige than in response to a low- 

prestige source and also changed more than internals when both received 

a communication from a high-prestige source. 

A revised version of Rotter's I.E scale known as the IPC Scale 

developed by Levenson (1972) and used by Mahier (1970) was administered 

to female and male university students in Japan and the U.S. The 

Levenson IPC Scale includes two dimensions of externality, namely 

control by powerful others and control by chance or fate instead of 

the Rotter unidiaensionai. external variable. Resulta of the study 

confirmed two predictions. American students scored in a more internal 

direction than did the Japanese students, who felt that they were more 

controlled by chance or luck than do American students. The prediction 

that the Japanese would score higher on control by powerful others 

was not confirmed. However, Japanese females were significantly higher 

than Japanese malee in their perception that their lives were controlled 

by powerful other people in their external world. 

Levenson (1973) conducted a study for the purpos. of measuring 
sore accurately expectancies of control as they related to adjustment and 

clinical improvement. The Levenson IPC Scale was administered at monthly 

interval., to 165 functionally psychotic and neurotic inpatient.. Initial 

testing within five days of hospitalization indicated that patients 



perceived significantly core control by powerful others, and control 

by chance forces than noria]. esaplea, and psychotics scored higher than 

neurotics. Coitt.d patients believed that powerful others controlled 

their lives, and readaitted patiente had higher perceptions of control 

by powerful otb.r. and chance forces than new patiente. During their 

first south of hospitalisation, patients gained in their belief in 

internal control. Row.ver, initial scale score, were not significantly 

ifferent fro. those obtained before discharge. 

Using data froc &nterviewa with 1,865 carried woson in rural and 

urban strata of three ndian states, the study of Mukh.rjee (1979) 

valuated three core dinensions of sodernity nicely, subjectiv, efficacy, 

pennies to change and propensity to plan, as predictor. of different 

apecte of family planning and fertility. The hypothesis was tested 

bat the sodernity values are positively related to the attitudes 

oward the seaU f acily independent of background and other relevant 

ariabl.s. None of the codernity values, however, were found to predict 

regnancy rates. Nevertheless, the contributed substantially to the 

rediction of knowledge about end attitudes toward f acily planning, 

is well a favorability toward family size. Wocen who expressed a 

greater sense of personal efficacy, openness to change and planning 

propensity were son, likely to be favorably disposed toward esa].]. 

filies. Cannent and Paliwa]. in an earlier study in 1973 found that 

ong sale workers ..plo;ed in a large factory in Delhi, internals 

favored contraception core than externals. pirical results, however, 

did not establish a direct relationship between locus of control and 

either fertility or contraceptive adoption, but locus of control may 

intervene in the relationship between certain aocio-econosic factors 

and family planning attitudes through it. effect on favorability 

toward contraception. 

Subjective efficacy, defined by Williasson (1970) as "the 

respondent's feeling that he is in a position to control hia own fate, 

that h. can cope witj his present environcent and that it is possible 

for a can to have an iapact in his environaent," appears to b. subsuaed 

by the locus of control dinension. It has been shown that faaily 
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planning knowledge and fertility-related behavior were associated with 

subjective efficacy in India. Williamson'. analysis indicated that in 

India "subjective fficacy and ideal family sise function sore am 

independent determinante of favorability toward birth control than as 

intervening variables between the social variables and favorability 

toward birth control..." 

MacDonald (in ?awcett, 1973) reported that "among th. unmarried 

females who indicated that they had engaged in premarital coitus, 

substantially and significantly more of the respondents high in internal 

control reported the use of some form of birth control compared to 

those high in external control." 

Rotter'. E-E scale was used in relation to life crisis and criais 

resolution in the clinical setting. Crisis patients who are usually 

overwhelmed by forces beyond their control would b. more externally 

oriented on the I-E eche than a similar group of noucrisie out- 

patients. However, after a six-week crisie resolution period crisis 

patient. would significantly shift toward th. internal direction while 

noncrisis patienta would ahow no significant I-E shift. Resulta of 

the investigation confirmed the hypothesis. Magnitude of the I-E 

chang. am being negatively related to age was not supported. 

In suary, studies on locum of control have shown that the 

construct is related to (a) social clams and ethnic group: lower class 

being associated with externality, middle class with internality; 

Japanese students were found to be more controlled by chance or luck 

than were American students (b) conformity behavior: subjects ranking 

high in externality were significantly more conforming than internals 

(o) fertility-related behavior and family planning knowledge: women 

with greater snae of efficacy (internals) had favorable attitudes 

toward small families; high internal unmarried women reported the use 

of sose fors of birth control methods. 

In th. clinical setting, it wa.m found that crisis patients 

(thos. overwhelmed by forces beyond their control) showed a significant 

shift to th, internal direction after a six-week crisis resolution. In 

another study, neurotic and psychotic' patients who beli.ved that they 



were controU.d by powerful others and chance force. gained in their 

belief in internal control. Both studies indicate that internality 

can b. achieved with the right kind of intervention. 

Philippine studies. Tangco (1977) studied the effect of 

frustration on the flexibility of internals and externals. Flexibility 

warn defined as the ability to break existing patterns of behavior, to 

break sets, and conaequent].y to introduce innovations in approach. 

frustration is the blocking of goal-directed behavior. Fifty-six female 

high school seniors wticipated in the exp.ria.nt. They wire xpoeed 

to a nousolvable problem after solving a series of probl.as (embedded 

in a gmee presented sither as a gas. of chanc. or skill) designed to 

establish a response set Results of a 2i2y2 analysis of variance 

showed that externals given skill instructions were the first to show 

d.t.riorativ. effect, in fl.xibility. Differences in the flexibility 

acores among internals given skill instructions, internals given 

chano, instructions and external, given chance instructions were not 

sufficient to arrive at a definite conclusion. 

An attempt to relate the locus of control construct with erowding 

vas studied in the Philippines by Mataragnon (1980). Using a 2x3x2 

design ah. investigated whether the degree of residential crowding 

experienced by Filipino urban alua-dwefl.re was affected by sex 

(male and female), age (children, adolescents, adulte), and perceived 

control (internal ve. external over the environment). Perceived 

control was operationalia.d both sa a general locus of control 

orientation (measured by the Pilipino Locus of Control Scal. for 

the Urban Poor) and a specific control over the home environment 

(measured by the Specific Control Scale). Result. of her investigation 

showed that sex had no main effect, but that age and specific control 

over the hose environment had significant effects of crowding. This 

warn true for children and adolescents but not so such for adults. The 

interaction betwein sex end sg. and the interaction between sg. and 

specific control also significantly affected scores on crowding. Locus 

of control did not affect crowding but had sous slight relation to the 
frequency of coping reaction., which also bore little relation to 

crowding. Locus of control vas also found to vary with agi. Children 
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on the whole were less internal in their judgements than adolescents 

and adults. 

Studies on the Value of Children: 
Motivation toward Childbearing 

Motivation for childbearing can be adduced not only from the fact 

that goat people indeed do have children but also from research and 

theoretical accounts by sociologists and anthropologiste. 

Foreign studies. In their attempt to assess motivations for 

parenthood, Robin and Greene (1968) categorized the responsee of their 

participante through the use of a 30-item incomplete sentence teeth 

Th. four categories were: altruistic, the unselfish motivation for 

parenthood, affection for children, concern for them and the need 

to express nurturaace in relation to them; fatalistic, that man or 

woman was brought into the world to procreate and perpetuate the 

species; narcissistic, that the child will reflect glory upon the 

parent, that it is a proof of either masculinity or femininity as 

weU as proof of either biological, physical or psychological, adequacy; 

instrumental, that a child is employed as vehicle in the achievement 

of specific parental goals. 

Pobiman (1969) reviewed the empirical psychological studies on 

the number of children desired and the expressed motives for wanting 

to produc. them. Among the predominant motives for childbearing were: 

children make the parents happy, social pressures to have children, 

social sex-role expectations and religious pressures. Reasons given 

for not desiring children (cost factors) were: curtailment of parental 

time, freedom and privacy; competition for love from the marriage 

partners and economic considerations. 

Hoffman and Hoffman (1972) pointed out, however, that many of the 

values or motivations that emerged from the studies reviewed by Pohlaan 

appeared to be contradictory and seem to change from one group to 

another and even within the same individual from time to time. Because 

of this wide variation, they concluded that generalizations from most 

of the findings were nearly impossible. Instead they argued that the 

values for having children are not simple ones but result from a 

complex interaction of large numbers of social, economic, cultural, 
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and possibly biologie..], factors. The importance of subgroup. within 

a society as a significant future area of motivational research was 

pointed out. 

Hoffman and Wyatt (in Pawcott, 1970) analysed recent social 

changes that might alter individual motive, for large families. 
They focua.d on three aap.cts of modern society namely, changes in 

the parental role and concept of parenthood, change. in the woman' e 

role, and the increasing loneliness and alienatione of individuals. 

These factor. according to their conceptual analysis, which did not 

sp.].]. out any epecific details, say interact to produce an upward 

shift in reproductive desire.. They point out the relevance of these 

factor. which say be expected to vary fer subgroup. within th. society 

and m. provide an opportunity for empirical teeta of their hypotheses. 

A study by Singh (1973) vsa conducted among 500 childless, 

unmarried sale and female (American and Hindu subcultural groupe) whose 

ages ranged from 18 to 21 year.. The sentence completion projective 

technique vas used to assess childbearing motives. Significant 
difference. between cultura]. group. and sexes were found for number 

of children described, sex ratios, ages, and whether children are 

named. In the American sample, k2 percent of the salee and 7k percent 

of the female. specified the number of children as a part of their stories. 

In the Indian sample, 58 percent of the males and 83 percent of the 

femase made this specification. With regard to the number of children 

indicated, the average for American salee vas 1.58; American females, 

2.0k; Indian males, 2.31; Indian females, 3.68. Statistical test 

findings showed that Indiana specified a greater number of childr.n 

than do Americana; fosales of both cultures described a greater nuaber 

of children than do malos. It was aleo found that there ja a greater 

preference for malee in the Indian sampie by both ma].. and female Se. 

Th. tendency for Indiana to indicate n.a.. was significantly greater 

than for Americana. xpreesed motives for childbearing were: for 

American salee - vicarious fulfillment of avocational desires, father- 

child love, the father's loss of personal freedom; for American female. - 

mother'cbild love, joy of watching children grow, lose of personal 

freedom; for Indian males - financial burden of fatherhood, vicarious 
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fulfillment of vocational d.sir.e, improvement of statua on being a 

father; for Indian females - improvement of status on being a mother, 

security in old age provided by eons, children' e respect for the 

mother. 

?awc.tt (1978) using an analytic scheme derived from the 

croas-cultural study of th. value of children involving the U.S., 

the Philippines, Japan, Taiwan and others (VOC Project) examined 

th. motivational patterns for the first child and th. effects of the 

first birth on motivations for the second child. Th. data currently 

available, however, az. merely speculative. Concerning motivations 

for th. first child, the controlling positive motivations appear to 

b. of a mor. symbolic nature than is the case for later children. 

This, according to him, is partly du. to the prospective parent's 

lack of .xp.ri.nc. with child rearing; but p.rhape more importantly, 

motivation j. related to the rol. xp.ctation.e of society. Thus, 

th, first child symbolized such factors as adulthood, parenthood 

virility or femininity, fecundability, fulfillment of the marriage, 

and the est abliabment of a "family". 

At a somewhat abstract l..l is the curiosity motive. Peopi. 

want to find out about the experiences of childbearing and parenthood; 

th.y want to reproduce themselves; and they are interested to watch 

the growth and development of their own child. sore concretely, 

the first child clearly fulfills an emotional seed. The desire to 

give and receiv, love has been shown to b. a powerful first-child 

motivation. The first child, especially if it is a son, may aleo 

fulfill the desire for continuity of the family name. 

With regard to the effects of having the first child, the research 

gives a pattern of motivations emerging subsequent to the first birth 

that impele people strongly toward a decision for a second child. The 

ma44seleants appear to b.: first, sibling relationship which te 

activated after the first birth; second, sex preference which j. 

heightened for th. parent whose sex is the opposite of the first child, 

plus th. effects of the common desire to have children; third, emotional 

benefit which is an inor.as.d awareness of the gratifications in parent- 

child relationships based on th. feelings generated in having the first 
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child; and fourth, opportunity costs, the salience of which is decreased 

after the first birth. These four elemente of motivation for a second 

child would seem to op.rat. for parents in moat circumstances. The 

potential constraints, such as perceived economic costa, do not seem to 

change substantially after the first birth. From th. perspective of 

parents' perception of values and costs, the birth of a second child 

seems nearly inevitable, except in cases of extreme social or situational 

constraints. 

Philippine etu3t,s. Pa]abrica (1969) conducted an exploratory 

study in Cagayan de Oro City which focused upon the sot ives and 

attitudes of married women that underlie the large family. Data 

gatk.red suggested that the large family ii not the rsult of a desire 

of couples to have many children nor of a desire to achieve some 

goal necessarily bound up with a large family. Although s.veral 

women mentioned fily goals, the overwhelming majority desired a 
large family neither in itself nor as bound up in so.. other goal. 

Thus the large family, traditional in Filipino culture, seems more a 

result uncontrolled events than of any purposive action. This 

suggests that ignorance of ways of regulating births together with 

doubts about the morality and about other aspects of family planning 

as well as difficulties in following out an orderly, scheduled regime 

of birth regulation practices, are the factors, which in many cases 

at least, underlie the .xiatence of large families in Cagayan de Oro 

City. 

Bulatao'a study (1976) which was part of the VOC project of the 

Population Inst itute of the East-West C.nt.r in Hawaii involved 389 

relatively yc'mg married couples from the urban (middle and lower 

clase from itro Manila) and rural (lower clase from Bu].acan) areas. 

Tb. two most freousutly given advantages for having children were: 

the happiness children bring to parente and into the home (stressed sore 

by the urban sample), &d the care, guidance and financial security 
they provide in old age. The next two were utilitarian in nature which 

were both stressed by the rural eple: prQcticaJ. help from children, 

in housework, in running errands, in watching over the house, economic 

assistance or the help in earning a living or ihen parents are in need. 
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1h. 5-valne ttatements in a Likert-typ. scale were subjected to 

a principal cosponeat factor analysis to determine the underlying 

dimensions along which respondents differed in valuing children. The 

first and most important factor had to do with traditional f amily 

valu.., with th. continuity of the faai].y nam. and of family traditions, 

of the society through the family, and of the individual through hie 

children. Because of the apparent contradiction of resulte obtained 

from the survey instrument and the Likert-typ. scale, the author 

suggested the use of multi-dimensional value inventory, taking into 

consideration the definitions of value as desirable ve. the actually 

desired or idea], values vs. actual vaiuee. 

1h. UPPI (UP Population Institut.) conducted a series of surveys 

in 1976 on the value of children around the Laguna Lake area from three 

different viewpoints: the parente' point of view, the young people's 

point of view, and the old people's point of view. The parent.' 

reasons for having children revolved mainly on having some help and 

care in old age and the desire for having a balance of the sexes in 

the family. However, a majority of the respondents considered the 

pr..eace of additional children as limiting their enjoyment of things, 
as representing a financial burden, or agreed that additional children 

would mean lees ti.. spent with the husband. 

The benefits of children as expressed by the youth are less diverse 
than those mentioned by their older counterpart.. Foremost among the 

advantage, mentioned are the economic benefits of children. For every 

lo respondents, six to seven believed that children would be the main 

source of financial support when the head of the family ceased to earn 

a living. Children are siso expected to accomplish housework and to be 

of practical help for rmning errands and taking care of the younger 

siblings. Children are seen as a source of happiness for the family. 

Viewed from a different perspective, less children means lees happiness 

(VOCPA, Special Report No. 5). 

Despite the many advantages of children, th. youth clearly 

associate children with some negative values. Children were perceived 

to impose a variety of restrictions on privileges, freedom, work and 

on tie.. Th. youth were also cogeizant of the financial problems that 
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children entail. A larg. family of nine children, for .xaaple, would 
find it difficult to provide each child with an adequat. education. 

From th. old people's (menopausal women and grandparents) view, 

findings show that only one out of 20 women past the childb.aring ages 

want.d to have additional childr.n while among the grandparent., on. 

out of sevn still expressed the desir. to have sore children. This 

was principally motivated by th. old age support that the respondents 

expiated from their children. Emotional gratification, such as 

happiness and the companionship that children provide, was a secondary 
reason. Tb. respolikute considered the infante a. a fountain of 

inspiration and happiness for the family member.. As the children 

grow older, they are expected to be of practical help in increasingly 

extending economic a.eistanc.. Th. respondents exhibited a striking 

economic dependence on their childrere 

A large number of the old people interviewed recognised some 

important advantage, of a large family. To four of every five 

r.spndents in both groups, a large family meant sore support to the 

parente and the f iy, more îorkere and sore happiness.. in contrast, 

a meall faaily signified less happiness, limited assistance to parents, 

and less assurance of having a sufficient number of survivors to 

adulthood. Another salient advantage of children cited by the 

respondents was the feeling of accomplishment and satisfaction gained 

from watching children grow and from being able to satisfy their wants. 

Th. most important disvalues perceived by both groupe of respondents 

fell into three categories, namely, economic coste, emotional coste, and 

freedom. Additional children would make life harder because of limited 

income and the difficulty of earning a living. Financial difficulties 

and fear of not being able to give children an adequate education and 

a bright future preesure. a at aajority to deirc family of four 

to five children. 

Part of the er conducted by Jimenez (1980) also ssked 

questions regarding the importance of children from four sectors: 

agricultural, industriaL military and the youth. The most important 

values that emerged were that "children are usually regarded as sources 

of joy, as a support during one's old age, as an essential part of 
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married lite and as a guarantee of iortality in that one' e nase and 

memory are carried on long after one's physical death." The etudy 

further revealed that "in, general, the emotional benefits derived from 

children are more important to the urban respondents while economic 

benefits primarily in terse of old-age security are given sore emphasis 

by the rural respondents." 

Both for.ign and local studies on motivations for parenthood and 

values attached to children could be eu.d up as folloiis: emotional 

benefits (happiness and affection, satisfaction of being a parent, etc.), 

economic or utilitarian benefit. (help in old age or in the household), 

instrumental (the achievement of certain goals like the continuity of 

famil7 nase), and social pressure and r.sponsibility. Values attached 

to children did not only include the positiv, but the negative (costs 

or disvalues) values as w.]l. These disvalues included the financial, 

emotional and psychological. 

Statement of the Problem 

In general, this study attempts to find the relationship between 

two independent variables, namely, locus of control and area of residence, 

on the motivational, values for childbearing as well as childbearing 

patterns of married low-income Filipino women. Specifically, it attempts 

to answer the following questions: 

I How do internal women (those who se. themselvs as having 

personal control ovsr the consequences or outcomes of their behavior) 

compar. in their motivational values for childbearing with external 

women (those who see th. outcomes of their behavior as beyond their 

control)? 

How do urban and rural women cospar. in their motivational 

values for childbearing? 

How do internal woman compare with external women in their 

childbearing patterns? 

k. How do urban women compare with the rural women in their 

childb.aring patterns? 

5. How are motivational values related to childbearing patterns 

with one manifestation of th. latter being actual, desired and ideal 

family size? 
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Piger. 1 

Conceptual Frework 

Motivational Values 
for Childbearing 

Area of residence 
(urban vs. rural) 

Childbearing Patterns 

Pigur. I presenta th. conceptual framework of the study. Locus 

of control and area of residence are the independent variables; 

sot ivational values and childbearing patterns, the dependent 

variable.. 

It je widely assumed that valu., in general axe largely determined 

by culture. It j. reasonable to expect that sotivstieal values for 

wanting to have children are both personal and social. Implicit in the 

above is that differences in the motivational valu., r..ult from the 

extent to which persona differ in their internal-external orientation. 

The psychological variable of locus of control and the socio- 

damographic variable of area of residence are viewed as having an effect 

on the motivational values for childbearing, which in turn, is related 

to childbearing patterns. Since childbearing is to a certain extent a 

purposive behavior, in the sense that some people would attempt to limit 

th. number of children that they would have, the locus of control construct 

ha, been considered as having a direct bearing on the anticipated satis- 
factions and coets of children which would oons.quently influenc, fertility 

b.havior. According to Fawc.tt (1972) the shift from a rural, agricultural 
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society- to an urban, industrialised on. i.pli.s a reduction in econocic 

benefits fros children and an increase in costa. 

Due to the lack of studies concerning the relationship between 

locus of control and values attached to children as well as childbearing 

patterns, no directional hypotheses have been forwarded in this 

investigation. Instead, the general hypotheses that internals differ 

fro. .xternals, and that urban respondents differ froc their rural 

counterparts in terms of motivational values and childbearing patterns 

are what the study attempts to investigate. 



CHAPTER II 

MLTHOD 

Participante 

Two hundred (200) sarried Filipino woan, 100 urban and 100 rural, 

participated in the study. Th. respondents were all at th. peak of their 

childbearing year., 20-35 year. of sg. and had at least on. child at 

the ti.. of the investigation. The average urban incoes vsa P288.17 

and the av.rags rural incas. was P2Q8.8k for the fa.iliee of the 

respondents. The iïcoss distribution of this sample j. provided in 

Appendix A. 

Of the 200 urban and rural respondents only thos, scoring in the 

upper 25% and the lower 25% on the locus of control scale were used in 

the actual data analysis. This was dons to discrisinate better between 

the internals and the externals. Thus, the distribution of respondent. 

was done this way: 

Figure 2 

Distribution of Respondents 

The table below gives sore background information about the 

respondents. 

Internals 
(upper 25%) 

xternala 
(lower 25%) 

Urban Rural Total 

52 

53 

26 26 

26 27 

Total 52 53 105 
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Table I 

Respondents' Background Information 

In tenis of age it can be seen that almost a year difference existed 

botwoan the internals and the externals with the internals being slightly 

older. This was also true of the urbane and the rurale with the rurale 

being slightly older than their urban counterparts. There was only a 

slight difference with regard to their actual number of children. For 

level of educational attainment, the internals reached as far as eecond 

to third year high school, th. externals only sixth grade to first year 

high school; the urbana reached second year high school and th. rurale, 

first year high school. The internals were found to hays been married 

slightly longer than the externals; the rurals longer than the urbane. 

There was not much difference with regard to their age when they get 

married although the internals were slightly older. 

Setting of the Study 

There wore two criteria for choosing research sites for the 

investigation. First, the urban ut, should be within Mitro Manila, 

the rural site outsido of Mitro Manila. S.cond, both sites should b. 

low-income areas with residents engaged primarily in factory/industry 

related jobs for the urban while basically agricultural for the rural. 

Mean 
I 

(nx52) (n=53) 

U 

(n=52) 
' 

R 

(n53) 

Age in years 28.02 27.08 26.98 28.11 

Number of 
children (actual) 2.73 2.60 2.k6 2.87 

Toare of 
schooling 

8.5k 6.6k 8.0k 7.1k 

Number of 
year. married 

7.1k 6.7k 6.21 7.66 

Age when 
married 20.96 20.15 20.62 20.52 
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Tatalon, a squatter area in Queson City was used as the urban 

research site while San Rafael was chosen for the rural. site. The 

choice of Tatalon was based on contacts established by an earlier !tudy. 

Aleo, the Mataragnon study already used five economically depressed 

areas in Metro Manila with the Locus of Control as one of the 

instrumente. Thus, Tatalon was decided upon because its residents 

had not been given the above-mentioned instrument which was to be 

uaed in the present investigation. 

San Rafael is a town in the eastern part of Bulacan. It is 

considered a truly rural. place by Bulakeoe that had been interviewed 

earlier. An inforeal interview was conducted with an administratcr of 

a private school in the place who pointed to five barrios namely, 

Talacean, Maronquillo, Pulo, Libis end Poblacion as low-income. Thus 

intervi.ws for the study were carried out in these low-incose barrios. 

Variabl.s 

There ars two independent variable. under consideration in tb e 
study: the psycho'ogioal variable of locus of control (internal vs. 

extarnal and the nocio-demographic variable of area of residence 

(urban vs. rural). Locus of control is operationally definid as 

the ability to accept responsibility for the outcoa.s or conaeqn.ces 
of one's behavior measured in terme of the scores obtained in the 

Revised Locus of Control Scale. A person who obtains a high ecorc means 

that ihe has a high internal (or low external) locus of control wkile 

one who obtains a low score means a low internal (or high external 

locus of control)4 

A motivational value refers to certain desirable benefits (etch 
as the continuity of the family name and tradition, security and 

companionship, sense of achievement from being a good parent, etc.) 

that a mother or a parent den 's from having children. 

Childbearing pattern is defined in terms of the number of children 

one actually has and how they are spaced as well as the number of children 
still desired. It aleo includes the difficulties experienced in caild- 

bearing and the use of any contraceptive method in the regulation of 

birth. 
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Motivational value. for childbearing ad childbearing patterns rie 
the dependent variable.. However, motivations for childbearing were 

considered both as an intervening variable and a dependent variable. 

As an intervening variable, it links th. independent variables (locus of 

control and area of residence) and the other dependent variable (child- 

bearing patterns). 

Instrumente 

Motivational Value Scale for Childbearing (MVSC) 

The Motivational Value Scale for Childbearing was used te measure 

the strength of values attached to children measured by the degr.. of 

agreement or disagreement to value statements related to children. The 

initial item pool of the MVSC included statements gathered from the use 

of the technique of pagtatanung-tanenç as well as from the finding. of 

earlier studies concerning tu, reasons, importance and values attached 

to children. The results of the psgtatanung-tanon( say be seen in 

Table 2. Three judges, two of whom were psychology graduate students, 

and one an instructor in psychology, were requested to categoriz, the 

initial it.. pool of 59 statements. They were requested to put 

statements together that appeared to be similar and to comment on the 

items. Th. percentage of overlap was used for retaining the items 

in each category. 

Fifty-three of the 59 it.as wre clearly categorized while the 

six others were either vague, had no categories or were considered 

irrelevant statements. Th. categories were later compared with 

Arnold's (1975); seven of whiCh coincided with hi. earlier categories. 

Th. 53 items were translated into Tagai.og by a Tagalog-epeaking 

graduate student, then back-translated to English by another graduate 

student. The items were shuffled again and pre-teated among 15 urban 

(Tondo and Balic-Balic, Metro Manila) and 15 rural (Laguna) low-income 

Filipino mothers who had at least one child at the time of the pre-test, 

and were at the peak of their childbearing years. 



- 25 - 

Tabi. 2 

Resulte of Pagtatanung-tanong: 

?r.qunc tee of Values 
Attached to Children 

Lolo Lola lanay Tatay Total 
(n.5) (nu8) (n13) (ni8) (n3k) 

3 6 7 3 19 

3 5 5 2 15 

1 2 k 3 10 

I 1 3 5 

1 2 3 

I I 

1 1 

I I 
I I 
I I 

Vaj.upa 

nagdudulot ng 
kaiy.han/nakakaaliw 
eak.luagkutan 

aaaaahan sa pagtanda, 
sa gawaing pasbahay at 
katui.ong ea pagpapa*ral 
ngagakapatid 

pa*akaroon ng kahulugan 
at búay, inspirasyon 

eagdadala ng pangalan 
at eagpapatuloy ng 
aithiin ng Mag'ulang 

nagbibigkie sa 
sag-aaawa 

sakatulong ea lipanan 

natural lasang ang 
p,gnanaie ua a.gkaroon 
nganak 

esgagantihan ang 
kabutihang negawa ng 
aga aagu]ang 

Di-kainssan 

sahirap aagpalaki ng anú 
aagaatos 
sahirap sag-alaga 
hindi sagagawa ang gueto 
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AU the items were scored on a I to 5 scsi.: I (strongly disagree); 

2 (disagree); 3 (undecided); k (agra.); and 5 (strongly agr..). This is 

true for ail the items which are positively stated. The opposite was 

done for the negatively stated item, which included sil items referring 

to coste of children. The higher the score in each category, the greater 

the endorsement of that particular valu, or disvalue. 

Item-analysi, vas don, for the different categories Of the entire 

scale. Eight items ware discarded from the total of 53 items leaving 

the scale with k5 items. The suaary table for th. item-analyste is 

found on page 27. 

R.vis.d Locus of Control 

For measuring th. locus of control construct, a revision of the 

scale d.v.lop.d by )1ataragnon (1980) was used. Originally, the scale 

commuted of 30 forced-choic, it.. using hypothetical vents that call 

for answers varying in locus of control, internal ve. external. Th. 

seal. vas patt.rn.d after the Stanford Locus of Control Scsi. (Lefcourt, 

1977). )(ataragnon had subjected the instrument to item-analysis, 

reliability tasting, correlation with social desirability and validation 

using Rott.r's Locus of Control Scale. 

Inasmuch as th. scale was intended for urban respondents in the 

Mataragnon study, the present investigator had to modify it for rural 

us.. Adding six mere items, some of the items of the original scale 
vers adopted for rural purposes. 

The Revised Locus of Control was administered to 30 rural mother. 
in San Pablo, Laguna. Using the median-split, the participants vers 

divided into two groupe with 28 and 23 as their respective means. 

Th. t-test vas applied to see if a significant difference existed 

between the two groups. Results showed that the two means differed 

(t 3.62, df 28, p < .05). This means that the revised scale 

discriminated between the high and the low internal participante sa 

far as the rural r.spond.nt. were concerned. The revised instrument 

vas in1etered on. month later to the as participants and the 
computed test-retest reliability was .75. 
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Table 3 

MVSC Categories and the Retained Items 
after I tern-Analysis 

Note: xcept for Categories VII and VIII which were taken from 

the categories of Arnold (1975), al]. the seven categories 

were tapped in the ¡agtatanung-tanong. 

Retained 
Items in the 
Category 

Item-Total 
Correlations 

Coefficient 
Alpha 

8, i., 22, 
23, +2 

7, 20, 2k, 
26, 27, 29 

1, 
, 12, 

1k 

.63, 

.80, 

.71+, 

.70, 

.79, 
.42 

.47, 

.63 

.55, 

.79, 

.53, 

.65, 

.73. 

.57 

.5k, 

.89 

.93 

.84 

10, 17, 28, 
31, 3, 37 

18, %, 4k, 
¡+5 

.1+6, 

.41+, 

.72, 

.60 

.77, 

.64, 

.35, 

.88, 
.77 

.60, 

.92 

.84 

2, 30, 35, 
39, 9, 

25, 3E, ko, 
43 

.45, 

.41, 

.36, 

.60 

.21+, 

.67 

.70, 

.71 

.73, 

.81+ 

.86 

1, , 6, 
11, 1', 21 

13, lE, 32, 
3k, k 

.61, 

.77, 

.62, 

.90, 

.96 

.53, 

.72, 

.92 

.87, 

.51 

.95e 

.93 

.96 

Category 

I Magdadala ng pangalan, 
mageasakatuparan ng 
mithiin ng magulang 

II Katulong sa pagtanda 
at gawaing pambahay, 
pagpapaaral sa xnga 
kapatid 

III Pagnanais na maging 
magu].ang 

IV Pagdulot ng kaslyahan 
at pagmamaha]. 

V Pagbibigkis ng nag- 
asawa 

VI Pagbibigay kahu].ugan 
at layunin sa buhay 

VII Tungkulin sa lipunan 

VIII Lalong makikilala ang 
sarili sa pagiging 
magulang 

IX Di-kainaman 
(Costs) 
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Interview Schedule 

The k5..it.. interview schedule was dav.loped to tap tirso us3sr 

aspects of childb.aring (a) faily sis. and o.spesit ion which cossists 

of thz. .ub-càtegori.s, nassly, actual fily sise, desired fily sis., 
and ideal fily sise; (b) practic. of birth control; and (o) chilóesrimg 

probl..s or difficulties, said. fr.. gathering acme background infoxantica 

on the respondiste. 

Sos, of ti. it.. war, written in Tagalog, ethers in g1(Sh bat vero 

lat.r trana]at.d into Tagalog then backtrasslat.d to Inglish. The int.rviev 

schedule vas pro-t sated ag 20 low-income, aarri.d v.mes having at least 

on. child (lo urban and 10 rural) This vs. to: (a) find out how long it 

took each respondent to answer al]. questions in the eoh.dule, (b) test for 

comprehensibility, and (c) gather answers to the open-ended questions which 

served as choices for th, f ins]. fors of th. interview ached.]... 

Procedure 

Peraieaion to conduct r.search in Tatalon, Quesos City vas first 

sought fro. the Barangay Coordinator at the Q. C. RaU. Two weeks later, 

the investigator received a formal 1st ter granting permission to go os 

with the research. The research assistant brought the letter to the 

barangay captain of Tatalon who requested that nases of respondiste foe 

the study be sabmitted to his after the interviews. 

Th. investigator, together with ti. would-b. tat erviewers, mad. 

an exploratory visit to San Rafael, Bulacan on. weekend priaerily to 

establish contacts for the actual data gathering. They requested the 

help of th. school directress of a private, Catholic School vhs then 

volunteered some initia]. information regarding the town and it. barrios. 

Pive barrios were pointed out as 1ev-income whose people are eagaged 

basically in f arsing sr agriculture. The directr.ss also suggested 

that initial contacts with the barrio captain be made in each barrio 

before starting the interviews. This was eventually followed by the 

research assistant and the interviewers. 

Three different instruments were used for the investigation: 

Revised Locus of Control Scale (RLCS) for dividing ti. respondents into 
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th. int.rnal and external group.; the Motivational Value Scale for 

Childbearing (MVSC) for measuring motivational values in desiring 

children; and the interview schedule for tapping some aspect. of 

childbearing pattern.. The R.vieed Locus of Control Scale was validated 

foe' rural use based on Mataragnon' e Locus of Control for the Urban Poor; 

the two other instrumente were constructed and developed by the 

investigator mainly for this study. The d.tail on instrument. are 

described on page. 2k-28. 

Before starting with the actual data gathering, interviewers were 

first trained in the use of the instrumente by conducting at least two 

preliminary interviews. This was for purposes of familiarizing them- 

selves with the items in the instrument and to anticipate ease practical 

problem. that would come out during the interviewe. Interviewers were 

also instructed to take mote of additional voluntary information from 

the interviewees. 

Actual interviews started during the last days of November, 1980 

and extended for a period of almost three monthe until mid-February, 

1981. Interviewera and the research assistant vent to Bulacan (covering 

the five low-income barrios of San Rafael) during Saturdays and to 

Tatalon during the weekdays. Interviews, using the three instrumente, 

usually lasted for almost an hour not to mention the extra time needed 

for warming up and the "short stories" that spontaneously came np from 

the participante during the interview. 

Data gathered were coded for computer in-put and the computer 

results analyzed. 

Mode of Analysis 

Analysis of variance was used for determining significant 

differences existing between internal and external, urban and rural 

groupe in term. of motivations for childbearing. The chi-equare test 

was employed to determine whether a significant difference exists 

between internal and external, urban and rural women in terme of certain 

aspects of childbearing patterns. A correlational analysis was performed 

to examine the extent of degree of relationship between motivational 
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velues and certain aspects of childbearing patterna, including soce 

background information regarding the participants. 



CHAPTER III 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

This chapter presents the finding. on the motivational values 

for childbearing measured by the MVSC instrument; childbearing patterns 

measured by the interview schedule; relationship. between respondent.' 

background information and motivational values; as well as the 

relationship of certain aspects of childbearing patterns with 

motivational values. 

Table k gives a summary of the range, mean and standard deviation 

of the internals (upper 25%) and the externa].e (lower 25%). The use 

of the upper and the lower 25% instead of the median-split was to 

discriminate better between the two groups, internals and externals. 

Or a.. Mc Guigan (1978) would put it, "to maximize the difference 

between the two conditions of the independent variable (IV)". As 

mentioned, earlier locus of control is one of the independent variables, 

other is area of residence. 

A look at the means alone of the two groupe would show us that 

they are well discriminated, with scores ranging from 27-32 for the 

internals and 1k-22 for the externals. 

Table k 

Resulte of the Upper 25% 
and Lower 25% Locus of Control Scores 

Internals 
(upper 25%) 

Externals 
(lower 25%) 

Number of 
Respondents 

52 

53 

Range Mean S.D. 

27-32 28.92 i.ki 

1k-22 19.00 2.34 



Motivational Values 
for Childbearing 

Significant findings were obtained in three out of the nine 

categories of the MVSC. The significant findings ars the following: 

pagnanais na caging magulang (III), pagbibigay kahulugan at layunin 

sa buhay (VI) and di-kainacan (Ix). Non-significant findings, 

presented in Appendix B, are: magdadala ng pangalan at mageasakatuparan 

ng mithiin ng aga magulang (I), katulong ea pagtanda, sa gawaing pambahay 

at pagpapaaral ng aga kapatid (II), pagdulot ng kasiyahan at pagmasahal 

(Iv), pagbibigkis ng mag-asawa (V), tungkulin sa lipunan (VII) and, 

pagkilala nang mabuti ea sarili ea pagiging sagulang (VIII). 

Table 5 presents the summary of the 2 z 2 analysis of variance 

(ANOVA) on category III: pagananis na caging magulang (desire for 

parenthood). A significant effect was obtained for locus of control 

with internals obtaining a higher mean than externals signifying that 

internals value children core because of their greater desire to 

become parente. 

There was no significant effect of area of residence which means 

that urbane and rurale did not differ in their desire to become parents. 

Ther. was also no interaction effect between locus of control and area 

of residence. 

As far as the internals are concerned, children are valued greatly 
because they see them as fulfilling the married women's desire for 

parenthood or motherhood. Being internally oriented, they probably 

thought of the*selves as being ready and capable of becoming parents. 

Desire for parenthood, therefore, could be equated with readiness to 

become parente, readiness to raise children, to face and to fulfill the 
responsibilities of parenthood. This is probably not true of the 

externals. Children are valued more for the more immediate help or 

contribution that they give to parente. This is precisely why they 

give more emphasis to the other categories such as practical help in 

the home and in old age, as binding the spouses together, etc. 

Speculatively speaking the internals being slightly older than the 

externals and having been married slightly longer could have contributed 

even more to their valuing children as fulfilling their desire for 
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p<.05 
MVSC Category III: Pagnanaie na maging sagulang 

parenthood. Being slightly older and married longer the mt ern.ale 
could be more eager to fulfill the goal of rearing a family. As some 

would say: "mas saigi na iyong magka-anak habang bata pa para makita 
ang paglaki ng aga bats". 

Table 6 presents the ANOVA results on category VI: pagbibigay 

kahulugan at layunin ea buhay (giving meaning and direction in life). 

There was a highly significant effect of locus of control with 

internals obtaining a higher mean than th. externals which means 

that the internals attached greater value to children because of the 

meaning and the direction that they give to their life. 

With regard to the significant difference, again, the internals, 

having probably considered and realized the aeriousri... of marriage 

and parenthood mor. than the external., obtained a significantly hih.r 
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Table 5 

Relationship between 
Locus of Control, Area of Rseidence 

and MVSC Cat.gory III 

8V SS df MS F 

Main Effecte 

Locus of Control (A) 
Interna].e(I) ve. Externale(E) .146 1 .146 6.347 

Msa of Reeidsncs (B) 

Urban(U) ve. Rural(R) .009 1 .009 .391 

Interaction (A x B) .001 1 .001 .043 

Error 2.319 101 

Total 2.319 10k 



p . .05 

MVSC Category VI: Pagbibigay kahulugan at layunin sa buhay 

mean acore than the externals. Thus, they put more importance to 

children as giving meaning and direction in life. In oonatraat, externals 

may not b. as concerned with regard to meaning and direction in life, 

something which is rather abstract and distant. They are sore concerned 

with th. concrete and the immediate. Perhaps, the internals rsaliae 

that a change in statue from being single to being married means giving 

meaning and direction to their changed lifestyle. Children are seen 

sa fulfilling this ob3ective. Meaning and direction could mean for 

this having children upon whom they can invest their energies. It 

means working hard and building a future for them. Thus they have a 

purpose to live for, a direction to follow. At some parents would say, 

"natuto kaming sagpakahirsp nang dahu sa aga anak". Working hard for 

tbir children is nothing as long as they are able to give them a good 

future. 

3k 

Table 6 

Relationship between 
Locus of Control, Area of Residence 

and MVSC Category VI 

sv SS df MS F 

Main Effects 

Locus of Control (I vs. E) .10k 1 .10k 7k28 

Area of Residence (u ve. R) .002 1 .002 .1k2 

Interaction (A x B) .00k 1 .00k .285 

Error 1,k33 101 .01k 

Total 1,5143 10k 



'p ( .05 

MVSC Category IX: Di-kainaman ng pagkekaroon ng ega snak 

Table 7 gives the euseary of the ANOVA on category IX: di-kainasan 

(coste or disvalues). A sigoificant effect was obtained for locus of 

control with externals obtaining a higher sean than the internals which 
means that externals consider children sore as burdensome and costly. 

This finding can be explained in relation to the previous 

significant findings, desire for parenthood and giving meaning in life. 

I internals, am earlier pointed out, are viewed as being more ready for 

parenthood end that a change of status meant a serious consideration 

of the role of children in giving meaning and direction in life, then 

one would expect the internals to be sore accepting of the costs or 

disadvantages that go with having children. Casts, to them, are a 

natural part of parenthood and should not outweigh the positive 

values attached to children. If we view the externals as not as 

ready for parenthood as the internals are, without due consideration 

of the responsibilities that go with being parents, then they would 

feel burdened by the coming of children. Thus, children are simply 
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Table 7 

Relationship between 
Locus of Control, Area of Residence 

and MVSC Category LX 

Sv SS df MS F 

Main Effects 

Locus of Control (I ve. E) .182 1 .182 1+.595* 

Area of Residence (u vs. R) .026 1 .026 .656 

Interaction (A x B) .095 1 .095 2.399 

Error .002 101 .0396 

Total k,305 104 
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viewed as "aagaatos, mahirap sagpalaki, disturbo lamang sa buhay" and 

others. 

From Table 8 it can be een that the internals differed 

significantly from the externals in categories III (pagnanais na 

maging magulang), VI (pagbibigay kahulugan at layunin sa buhay) and 

IX (di-kainasan). Internals obtained slightly higher scores in 

categories I, IV and VIII; externals slightly higher in II, V and VII. 

Between the urban and rural respondents no significant differences 

existed across the nine categories. However, the urbane were slightly 

higher in I, II, III, IV and IX; V, VI, VII and VIII for the rurale. 

Although no significant differences between internals and externals 

appeared in the other categories, it is still interesting to note that 

internals obtained slightly higher mean scores in categories I (aagdadsla 
ng pangalan at pageasakatuparan ng mithiin ng magulang), IV (pagdulot ng 

kaaiyahan at pagmamahal) and VIII (para lalong makilala ang sarili sa 

pagiging magulang). Externals obtained slightly higher scores in 

categories II (katulong sa pagtanda atbp.), V (pagbibigkis ng magasawa) 

and VII (tungkulin sa lipunan). Looking closely at the categories, 

one would notice that category I is closely related to category VI, 

while category VIII to category III. It can b. said that the internals 

are sore instrumental (in reference to the attainment of more abstract 

and futuristic goals) in the way they value children. They desire to 

became parents (III) so that they are able to know themselves better 

through parenthood (VIII). Furthermore, children give meaning and 

direction in their life (VI) by continuing their name and fulfilling 

their dreams and desires (I). To the internals, this is probably 

the best way children are able to show their love and affection thus 

bringing them happiness (Iv). Therefore, children are not a burden to 

them. 

The categories in which externals obtained higher mean scores 

seem to show that they are more utilitarian (this signifias the more 

immediate, concrete or practical help) in their attached values to 

children. They look at children as potential help in old age, in the 

sharing of household work, in sending siblings to school (II) as well 



Categories 

I Magdadala ng pangalan, 
mageasakatuparan ng 
aithiin ng aa-' ing 
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Table 8 

Suary of Mean.. for 
MVSC Categories 

II Katulong sa pbtanda 
at gaw&ing paabahay, 
pagpapaaral ea aga 
kapatid 

III Pagnanais na saging 
magulang 

IV Pagdulot ng kaaiyahan 
at pameaahal 

gk ng mag- 
aawa 

Pagbibigay kahulugan 
at layunin ea buhay 

¡Ii. T' .u1in sa lipunan 

V. La].oz' eakikilala aug 
sr .li sa pagiging 
matu1ang 

D. Y 

Coste) 

'p < .05 

Ivs.E Uvs.R 

#.ik 3.98 k.lo k.02 

3.85 3.99 3.93 3.91 

k.80' 1Ø5 k.26 L+.17 

13 3.97 k.o8 ¡4.02 

3.86 3.92 3.87 3.91 

'+.2k' 3.97 ¡4.09 ¡4.12 

3.7k 3.90 3.76 3.89 

¡4.15 i.05 ¡4.08 ¡4.12 

3.03 3.38' 3.38 3.24 
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sa binding spouses together (IV). In addition, the value attached to 

children as responsibility to society or one's community (VII) shows a 

conforming attitude in the externals. This particular finding is 

in support of Ode].l (1959) end Phares (1969) who found confirmation 

of their earlier prediction that "externals would conform more than 

internals since their expectations involve the view of evente sa being 

due to sources outside their own control". In view of the present 

investigation, it is more or lees the pressure of responsibility toward 

the community that has made them give more emphasis to category VII. 

Earlier surveys have shown that urban and rural respondents 

tended to differ in their attached values to children. Economic 

benefits and help in old age were mentioned as the number one reason 

for having children by the three different rural groups (youth, parents 

and grandparents) surveyed in 1976 by the UPPI. In the Bulatao study 

(1976) it was pointed out that the urban sample stressed "th. care, 

guidance and financial security (economic) they provide for old age". 
The Jimenez survey (1980) conf irmed what Bulatao earlier discovered 

between the urban and rural respondents. Results of this investigation 

partly supported the claim that the value of happiness is associated 

with urban, and the value of economic benefits with rural. It turned 

out that both values have been emphasized by the urban respondents. 

The partial support of earlier findings might be explained in 

the shift from rural to urban living. Having left the provinces, 

the urban reeoudonte have in some ways been cut off from familial 

and emotional ties with relatives. They have given up close kinship 

r.lationa in their search for the "pot of gold" in the city. So when 

they come to the city and then get married ther. is the desire to 

re-establish what one has just "lost"; and one way to have this fulfilled 

is by having children of their own with whom they can have close inter- 

personal ties, children who are expected to be loyal to them. At the 

same time aleo, they expect their children to be of help in their old 

age when no relatives other than the children will be around to depend 

on for support, economically and emotionally. 

Costs (di-kainaman) appeared to be more a concern of the urban 

respondents. This supports Fawcett's (1976) claim that a change from 
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rural to urban meane an increase in costa. From this, one would expect 

th urban respondents to view children as sore disadvantageous then their 

rural counterparts. To live in the city means first of all survival - 

to be able to survive on one's own feet without anymore depending on 

one's relatives. While it is true that it is this same group of 

rescn.ante who looked at children as potential help in old age, at the 

same time, there is that growing awareness that having children is 

burdensome not only financially but emotionally and psychologically as 

well. To have childr could mean crippling the wife's capacity to 

work the inability to help the husband in earning a living. Having 

children aleo means a more crowded home, a mor. cramped lifestyle. 

Childbearing Patterns 

hie part of the results section presente the findings on childbearing 

patterns which include the following: actual, desired and ideal family 

eize time of birth of the first child and consequent spacing of children; 

Lved right number of children for small and big family size; 

x.rence for the eldest and family composition; information about 

az f family planning methods (FP); difficulties in conceiving; 

, ce of miscarriage and its effect on the desire for children; and 

dfici.1tie in childbirth and its effect on the desire for children 

The fc Liowing items were subjected to obi-square test (X2): timing 

of birth for the first child, perceived number of children for a email 

. Mg family. ex preference for the eldest, family composition, 

.den. ki&va heard about IP, use of IP, continuing use of FP, 

lty a conceiving, expience of miscarriage, and the effect of 

.scrri e or the desire for another child. Almost all the items 

out to be nonsignificant except: a) the difference between 

uru and rurale on the perceived number of children for a big family 

b) 1iffence between internals and externals on the effect of 

mia-arriage on the desire for another child. The frequency data with 

their percentages are presented in this section. The contingency 

tablee oc the X2 test are found in Appendix C. The obtained means 

for the actual, desired and ideal family size were subjected to a 
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t-test but did not also turn out to be significant. They were only 

suggestive of slight differences. 

Table 9 

Mean Summary of Respondents' Actual, 
Desired and Ideal Number of Children 

Fz'oa the resulte shown in Table 9, the internals have a slightly 

bigger number of children than the externals but desire fewer children; 

both groupe have almost the saine mean score for the ideal family size. 

With regard to the urban and rural respondents, it appears that the 

rurala have a consistently bigger number for actual, desired and ideal 

family size. There appears to be a big difference in terms of the 

desired number of children with urbana having a mean score of 3.10 

while the rural mean is 3.57. None turn out to be statistically 

significant when subjected to a t-test. 

Regarding birth of the first child, more internals (55.8%) than 

externals (k3.k%) had their first child in lees than a year while more 

externals (52.8%) than internals (k2.3%) had theirs more than a year 

or more than two years after marriage. The group means (I 1.03; 

E = 1.3k) show that internals had theirs in a relatively shorter period 

of time than the externals. This aleo appears to be the case for urbane 

and rurale with a mean of 1.02 for the urbana and 1 1k for the rurale 

as shown in Table 10. 

The timing of birth for the first child is consistent with the 

average spacing of the respondents' actual number of children. Looking 

Ivs.E Uvs.R 

Actual 2.73 2.60 2.k6 2.87 

Desired 3.28 3.39 3.10 3.57 

Ideal 3.55 3.59 3.50 3,7k 



Table 10 

Birth of the First Child 
after Marriage 

Ivs.E Uvs.R 

The figures in parentheses are percentages while those above 
are frequencies. 

at Table 11, again, the internals obtained a lower mean compared to the 

externals, and a such lower mean for the urbane compared to the rurals. 

An inspection of the mean spacing for each child shows that the internals 

had a more regular pattern of spacing with the next two children spaced 

about two years, the next three about two and a half years and the laat 

having the shortest spacing. For the externals, it was quite irregular 

starting with a little bit sore than two, to about two and a half years, 
back to two again, then to sore than three years with the last, exactly 

two years. With regards to the urbane, the pattern appears to be about 

lees than two years to sore than two years then back to less than two 

years. There seems to b. no regular pattern for spacing for the 

rurale. One interesting item of information i the abrupt decline 

in spacing for the last or the sixth child. 

teee than a year 29 

(55.8) 

23 
(k3.k) 

27 
(519) 

25 
(1.7.2) 

1+ - 2+ years 22 28 2k 26 

(1.2.3) (52.8) (1.6.2) (1,9.0) 

3+ - k+ years 1 1 1 1 

(1.9) (1.9) (1.9) (1.9) 

5+ - 6+ years O I O I 

- (1.9) - (1.9) 

Total 52 53 52 53 

Mean 1.03 1.31. 1.02 1.11. 
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Table 11 

Mean Spacing (years) 
for Each Child 

The findings that the internals had slightly more children, and it 

took them a relatively shorter time for th. birth of their first child 

sounds rather intriguing. If the "internals are more unconventional and 

leas conforming" as Teh (1981) found them to be in her study on the 

personality correlates of internals and externals, which implies that 

they are sore open and receptive to the use of unconventional methods 

of birth control, then one would expect the internals to use such methods 

in limiting and spacing their children farther apart than the externals. 

Unexpectedly the opposite was true. 

One should look at these findings, however, as supportive of the 

earlier finding concerning internals having a greater desire for 

parenthood. Because of this strong desire, they did not wait for a 

long time to have the first child and consequently spaced their children 

at shorter intervals than the externals. 

The possible combination or interplay of the variables of age, 

with internais being slightly older than externals; and the number of 

After: Ivs.E Uve.R 

1st child 2.22 2.25 1,98 2.1+8 

2nd child 1.99 2.148 2.17 2.93 

3rd child 2.1+5 2.13 2.29 2.56 

kth child 2.75 2.09 167 2.66 

5th child 2.1+0 3.29 1.67 3.1+0 

6th child 1.50 2.0 1,0 2.0 

1.90 2.03 1.80 2.67 



ir uwried, with internals having been married slightly longer; plus 

eater desire for parenthood among internals could have trigger.d 

a stronger need to have children sooner with less concern for long.r 

pacing0 A. Smith (1968) has noted, being older and getting married a 

tittlo later do not necessarily asan having less children. In fact, it 

.;sal rean a stronger desire to make up for one's "lost time" because 

.f the shorter period of time that is left for childbearing. However, 

this needs to be further investigated particularly among internals 

: eztern&la. 

If one were to look at the desired number of children, one would 

'i1 that although the internals have more (actual) children it turns 
w that they desire fewer children than the externals. In the long 

, t is highly probable that the internals might turn out to have 

thildren. 

:c the study by Clifford (1971) the hypotheeis that wives with 

orientation associated with the internals would desire a 

er of children then wives with a traditional orientation 

atad with the externals was not statistically supported. However, 

should be noted that the difference was in the expected direction. 

urbana appeared to have had a consistently smaller average in 

of the actual, desired and ideal family size. This means that in 

isxi to the rurale, they have fewer actual living children desire 

.L . aid ev smaller size for an ideal family. This was aleo true for 

'irth of the first child and the spacing of their children which 

ttiolve a relatively shorter period of time than the rurale. 

ía in svpport of the conclusion by de la Paz (1975) that urban 

idnts are more favorable toward smaller size preference. 
(1979) asserted that urbanization and the spread of urban 

s are strongly correlated with family planning adoption. He 

in hi s study among the urban Indian woaen who showed a higher 

of favorable family planning attitudes also showed a 

:'orable attitude toward smaller family size. 

it is worth mentioning that the urbane were found to be slightly 

ncerned with costa or disvalues related to children than the 
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rurale. Then it is not surprising to find the urbane having fewer and 

desiring fewer cI41dren than the rurale. This is not also to mention 

the other finding that urbana were more affected by their experience of 

miscarriage in their desire to have additional children. 

There was not much difference between the internals and the externals 

in terme of the reasons given for not wanting more than their desired 

number of children (Table 12). The three strongest reasons given were: 

dahu sa lagay ng buhay (because of our life conditions) which was 

stressed slightly more by the externals, salut aug kita (small income) 

which was more emphasized by the internals and para maganda aug 

kinabukasan (to have a good future), again, stressed slightly more by 

the internals. Note that the first two reasons refer to the respondents' 

concern for poverty while the third refers to their concern for the 

future welfare of the children. 

Table 12 

Reasons for Not Wanting More Than 
the Desired Number of Children 

Total 52 53 52 53 

Ivs.E Uvs.R 

salut aug 1k 11 li+ 11 

kita (26.9) (20.8) (26.9) (20.8) 

dahil ea lagay 2k 27 25 26 
ng buhay (k6.2) (50.9) (k8.i) (Li9.i) 

para maganda aug 11 10 8 13 

kinabukasan (21.2) (18.9) (15.k) (2k.5) 

mahirap sag- 3 2 3 2 
pa]aki (5.8) (3.8) (5.8) (3.8) 

sapatna 0 1 1 0 
lingap - (1.9) (1.9) - 

tasang bilang 0 2 1 1 

- (3.8) (1.9) (1.9) 



The same reasons were strongly cited both by the urbane and the 

rurale with the first equally emphasized by both, the condition of 
poverty. The second reason cited by the urbane was low income while 

concern for the children's future for the rurale; and vice-versa for 

their third reason. 

Table 13 presente the reasons for not wanting less than the 

deeird number of children. Tamang bi].ang (right number) was mentioned 

first by both internals and externals; walang gabay (no help) for the 

internals while naghihintay ng lalaki (waiting for a boy) for the 

extrnale, mentioned as their second reason, which was also the third 

for the internals. The third reason given by the externals was ayaw 

ng asawa (husband doesn't like) which means to say that the externals could 

not have leas than what they desire because of pressure coming from the 

husband. 

Table 13 

Reasons for Not Wanting Lea. Than 
the Desired Number of Children 
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syaw ng asawa 

wlang gabay 

NaghiJiintay ng 7 9 8 8 

].alaki (14.3) (17.6) (16.7) (i5.k) 
para mas masaya 

di na-kontrol 

takoteaFP 

Total 49 51 8 52 

Uve.R 

2 6 2 6 

(k.i) (11.8) (4.2) (11.5) 

8 5 4 9 
(16.3) (9.8) (8.3) (17.3) 

21 18 19 20 
(42.9) (35.3) (39.6) (38.5) 

5 
(10.2) 

7 
(13.7) 

10 

(20.8) 

2 

(3.8) 

6 4 4 6 

(12.2) (7.8) (8.3) (11.c5) 

0 2 1 1 

- (3.9) (2.1) (1.9) 



- 1+6 - 

The number of children for a small family (Pable 1k) ranged from 

only one child to six children. Between the internals and externals, 

a majority mentioned 2_Z1 with exactly a mean of 3.0 for the internals, 

2.77 for the externals. Regarding the urbana and the rurale, it can 

be seen that not one rural respondent cited having only one child as a 

email family but rather it starts with 2 children indicated by most, 

followed by 3 or k children. Quite a number (13.5%) or urbana 

compared to the rurale cited one child as already making up a small 

family. However, just like the rurale, the most frequently cited was 

2-k cbildren. In terms of means, the urbana had 2.65 while 3.11 for 

the rurale. The difference between internals and externals, urbane 

and rurals in their perceived size for a small family appeared to be 

quite negligible. 

Table 1k 

Number of Children for a Snail Family 

onechild 2 5 7 0 

(3.8) (9.1+) (13.5) - 

two children 19 21 21 19 

(36.5) (39.6) (1+0.1+) (35.8) 

three children 13 1k 12 15 

(25.0) (26.1+) (23.1) (28.3) 

four children 1k 9 8 15 

(26.9) (17.0) (15.L4) (28.3) 

five children 3 2 3 2 

(5.8) (3.8) (5.8) (3.8) 

six children 1 2 1 2 
(1.9) (3.8) (1.9) (3.8) 

Total 52 53 52 53 

Mean 3.0 2.77 2,65 3.11 

Number Ivs.E Uve.R 
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There was not much difference in terms of what the internals (6.8) 

and externals (6.69) considered big family mime (Table 15). A majority 

of the internals (51.1%), however, mentioned 5-7 followed by 8-lo (29.1%). 

Theme were both equally cited by the externals (34.7%). For the urbane 

21.3% cited just 2-4 with 53.2% citing 5-7 children. The bigger number 

of rurale mentioned 8-lo (36.8%) followed by 5-7 (32.7%) and quite a big 

percentage (18.4) mentioned 11 or even more. The big mean difference 
btween the two groupe, U = 6.26 and R = 7.71, turned out to be 

statistically significant, = 8.78, df = 3, p < .05. 

Table 15 

Number of Children for a Big Family 

8 - 10 children 9 17 8 18 

(29.1) (34.7) (17.0) (36.8) 

= 8.71, df = 3 

'p < .05 

The urbana' smaller mean for both small and big family size could 
be reflective of their greater concern for costs or disvalues attached 
to children, and the rurale bigger mean reflective of the good and 

abundant life associated with living in the barrio. Earlier studies 

have shown that women in Cagayan de Oro City have a strong preference 

11+ children 6 7 k 9 

(12.7) (14.3) (8.5) (18.4) 

Total 47 49 47 49 

Mean 6.8 6.69 6.26 7.71 

- 4children 8 8 10 6 

(17.0) (16.4) (21.3) (12.2) 

- 7 children 2k 17 25 16 
(51.1) (34.7) (53.2) (32.7) 

Number Ivs.E Uvs.R 
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for large families (Palabrica, 1968). The BRAC Survey by Lynch and 

Makil (1968) also showed that Filipino women favor large families, 

five or more, which is especially true of women above 35 years but 

not those under 35. Tbe authors claimed that this reflects a secular 

trend toward lower family size preference8. In 197k the UPPI found 

the average Filipino family was still composed of six children, which 

is still big compared to Japan which is two and Singapore which is 

three. Those with an underlying preference for large family size are 

less inclined to use contraception (de la Paz, 1975). 

An almost equal percentage of internals (50.0%) and externals 

(51.0%) stated that they did not have any sex preference for the eldest 

(Table 16). It is interesting to note that 26.k% of the externals 

expressed a preference for a boy as the eldest while it was an equal 

percentage (25.0%) for either a boy or a girl for the internals. 

Just like the internals and the externals, most of the urbana and the 

rurale had no sex preference for the eldest, with more urbane (57.7%) 

than rurals (1,3.k%) saying so. This finding seems to imply that 

obligations for parental as well as sibling support and assistance 

devolves on siblings more on the basis of ordinal position than on sex 

role. In other words, older children, irrespective of sex, carry the 

prime responsibility and obligation for the support of and assistance 

to parents and younger siblings (Stinner and Mader, 1975). Quite a 

big number of rurale (3#.0%) expressed a male preference for the eldest 

while it is a preference for a female by 25.0% of the urbana. This 

could be suggestive of the economic utility of children rurally, 

particularly of the eldest male. Parents expect the eldest son to 

be of help in the farm; or in case the father becomes incapable of doing 

the f armwork, then the eldest son can take over. 

In terms of family composition, again a near majority of internals 

and a majority of externals preferred an equal number of boys and girls. 

This was also true of the urbana and rurale. A female dominated family 

was cited by more of the internals, while a male dominated one by the 

externals although these were second preferences only (Table 17). Again, 

this was true of the urbana and the rurale. Jocano (1971) made the 

observation that balance or equilibrium-maintenance in nature and human 
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Table 16 

Sex Preference for the Eldest 

Ive.E Uve.R 

girl 13 12 13 12 
(25.0) (22.6) (25.0) (22.6) 

boy 13 114 9 18 
(25.0) (26.14) (17.3) (314.0) 

n preference 26 27 30 23 
up to God) (50.0) (51.0) (57.7) (143.14) 

Total 52 53 52 53 

Table 17 

Family Composition 

male dominated 

female 
dominated 

equal number 
(succession 
alternating) 

no preference 3 7 6 14 

at ail (.8) (13.2) (11.5) (7.5) 

Total 52 53 52 53 

Ivs.E 

12 7 11 8 
(23.1) (13.2) (21.2) (15.1) 

1k 6 13 7 
(26.9) (11.3) (25.0) (13.2) 

23 33 22 3k 

(1414.2) (62.2) (142.3) (64.l) 
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life ïs a prime feature of Philippine peasant culture. Re argues that 

this is no leas so with respect to family sex composition. For couples 

with all children of the same sex, childbearing is considered to be 

incomplete; in effect the family is out of balance. However, Jocano 

was referring only to the peasant society; and findings of this study 

also indicate that a majority of urbana as well indicated no sex 

preference. Another plausible explanation could be this. Compared 

to their Asian counterparts, Filipinos are relatively more emancipated 

and there exists a general egalitarianism in male-female roles. One 

might suspect that the emancipation of women and egalitarianism in 

male-female roles is strongest in Manila (Stinner and Mader, 1975, p. 76). 

In Taiwan, for example, there is a strong preference for eons by 

couples as evidenced in the sex composition of children. This exists 

as an impelling pressure to achieve the desired composition at the 

sacrifice of having a larger family than desired (Liu, 1979). Indian 

mothers, on the other hand, cannot depend on their daughters for support 

who through marriage have become part of other families. Thus their 

sole hope is their eons (Singh, 1967). Hence the strong preference for 

sous over daughters. 

Table 18 presents the reasons for having at least one girl in the 

family. The first three reasons given by the internals were: para 

makatulong sa buhay (help in the home), gabay sa pagranda (help in old 
age) and, Iculang pag wala (lacking if no girl). The first two reasons 

were the same for the externals. However, the difference lies in the 

third, mas masaya (happier). Hardly any difference in terms of 

percentages could be noticed with regard to the first two reasons. 

Also, the urbana and the rurale did not differ such on their given 

reasons with the majority mentioning help in the home, although there 

were more urbane (65.k%) than rurale (56.6%) citing it. The reasons 

for girls being more affectionate and the state of some kind of lack 

in the family if' there is no girl were mentioned by an equal percentage 

(9.6%) of urban and rural respondents. The last was also mentioned by 

rural respondents (9.k%). The other reason given by the rurale was help 

in old age, mentioned by more rurale than urbana. The reason of girls 

being closer cited by the urbane is in support of the earlier findings 
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Table 18 

Reasons for Having at Least One Girl 

abay ea pagtanda 

as atalapit sua 

as masaya 

ulang pag wala 

o i ba pa 
- (1.9) 

Total 52 53 

I O 
(1.9) - 

52 53 

Bulatao, 1976; UPPI, 1976, Jimenez, 1980) including the present investigation 

that urbana value more the happiness and affection attached to children. 

Help in old age, more emphasized by the rurals, ja also in support of the 

findings obtained by the studies just mentioned. 

Reasons for having at least a boy in the fmeily are shown in Table 19. 

The internals and the externals did not differ (except in terme of percentage) 

in the first three reasons, namely: para aekatulong sa paghahanapbuhay (help 

in earning a living) given by more externals; magdadala ng pangalan (to 

continue the family name) stressed more by the internals; tagapagtanggol ng 

aga kapatid (defender of siblings) again mentioned by more internals than 

externals. It is also interesting to note that none of the internals ever 

thought of having at least a boy as help in old age or just for the purpose 

of experiencing having a boy in the family. A few of the externals cited 

both reasons. This is supportive of the earlier finding that internals 

para makatulong 31 33 3k 30 
a bahay (59.6) (62.3) (65.k) (56.6) 

7 7 k lo 

(13.2) (7.7) (18.9) 

6 3 5 k 
(11.5) (5.7) (9.6) (7.5) 

1 6 3 k 

(1.9) (11.3) (5.8) (7.5) 

7 3 5 5 
(13.5) (5.7) (9.6) (9.k) 

Reasons Ivs.E lJvs.R 



para makatu].ong 
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pangalan 

parang kulang 
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Table 19 

Reasons for Having at Least One Boy 

Total 52 53 52 53 

are more concerned about continuity of the f amily name, for a more long- 

term goal rather than a more immediate one, and concern not so much 

for themselves but for their children. 

The first two reasons were cited by the urbana and the rurale, 

with more rurale citing help in earning a living, while more urbana cited 

continuity of the family name. For their third reasons, urbana gave 

defender of siblings while rurale mentioned that being a boy is happier. 

The concern for having at least a boy in the family for the purpose 
of continuing the family name as stressed by the internals is consistent 
with the earlier finding that internals value children because they continue 

the family lineag, and the parents' aspirations and dreams. However, the 

earlier finding did not show any significant statistical difference between 

6 
(11.5) 

1k 
(26.9) 

5 
(9.k) 

8 
(15.1) 

6 
(11.5) 

1k 
(26.9) 

5 
(9.k) 

8 
(15.1) 

2 2 3 1 

(3.8) (3.8) (5.8) (1.9) 

k 3 0 7 
(7.7) (5.7) - (13.2) 

0 3 1 2 
- (5.7) (1.9) (3.8) 

0 1 1 0 
- (1.9) (1.9) - 

26 31 27 30 
(50.0) (58.5) (51.9) (56.6) 

Reasons 1V8.E Uve.R 
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the two groups. On the part of the externals, it was found that they 

stressed more having a boy to help in earning a living and having a girl 

to help in the home. This aounde consistent with the traditional view 

that boye should be out working and girls should stay with mother at home 

to help in the household chores. 

There is a remarkable percentage of respondents who have heard about 

family planning (F?) and birth control methods: I = 92.3%, E = 88.7%, 

U = 9k.2%, R 86.8% (Table 20). Among the internals who have heard about 

PP only k5.8% have bie using birth control methods; of the externals, 

only a small percentage, 28.5% (Table 21). Obviously, more internals 

than externals have been using PP methods. Odell (1959) cited that even 

among unmarried females, those with greater subjective efficacy have been 

using birth control methods. There were more internals than externals 

(I = 85.7%, E = 75%) and more urbana than rurale (u = 90.5%, R = 66.7%) 

who indicated that they would continue using birth control methods 

(Table 22). Possible reasons why some of the respondents would not want 

to cotinw using birth control methods could be: 

their own apprehension regarding health, that such methods 

are believed to cause TB, cancer or heart disease; 

that they are against the teaching of the Church which 

states that rhythm is the only accepted method of birth 

control; and 

that they are not to reject children. 

All these were expressed by both urban and rural respondents in the study 

by Mandez and Jocano (197k). 

Table 20 

Heard About Family Planning 

Response Ive.E Uvs.R 

00 k8 17 Z9 '.6 

(92.3) (88.7) (9k,2) (86.8) 

Hindi k 6 3 7 
(7.7) (11.3) (5.8) (13.2) 
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Table 21 

Use of PP Method 

Table 22 

Continue Use of F? Method 

The PP methods commonly used by the respondents were: IUD used 

more by the internals, condom used only by the internals' husbands, oral 

pille and rhythms used more by the internals, ligation used more by the 

externals. Not one of the rura].s used IUD which was used by 140.9% of 

the urbane. Or.]. pille were used by an almost equal percentage of the 

two groupe, while the rurale used rhythm and condom more as compared to 

the urbane (Table 23). 

Three conditions were given for the use of family planning and birth 

control methods. The respondents were asked either to agree or disagree. 

More internals than externals agreed to the use of such methods for spacing 

Response Iva.E Uve.R 

Oo 22 13 22 13 

(k.8) (28.3) (1414.9) (28.9) 

Hindi 26 33 27 32 

(514.2) (71.7) (55.1) (71.7) 

Response Ive.E Uvs.R 

0e 18 9 19 8 

(85.7) (75.0) (90.5) (66.7) 

Hindi 3 3 2 14 

(114.3) (25.0) (9.5) (33.3) 
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after the first child (this explains the more regular pattern of spacing) 

and to stop childbearing after the desired number of children is achieved. 

Th. use of such methods to postpone childbearing was agreed upon by more 

externals than internals. This is somehow supportive of the data concerning 

timing of birth of the first child. An overwhelming majority of the 

urbane agreed to all three conditions in comparison to the majority of 

rurale (Table 2k). Earlier studies have found that higher education and 

urban residence are frequently associated with approval of FP (Concepcion 

and Hendershot, 1968; dela Paz, 1975; Mukherjee, 1979). 

Table 23 

FP Method Used 

Childbearing difficulties included the following: difficulties 

experienced during conception, miscarriage and problems involved in 

childbirth. Regarding difficulties experienced during conception, such 

feeling poorly, irritability, etc., there were more internals (65.4%) 

than externals (56.6%) who did not experience such difficulties; more 

externals (37.7%) than internals (26.9%) who experienced a few of 

Method Ive.E Uv.R 

IUD 6 3 9 0 

(27.3) (23.1) (1+0.9) - 

oadom 5 0 3 2 
(22.7) - (13.6) (i.4) 

oral pills 5 6 7 ¡4 

(22.7) (46.2) (31.8) (30.8) 

rhythm k 2 1 5 
(18.2) (15.4) (4.5) (38.5) 

ligation 1 2 2 1 

(4.5) (15.4) (9.1) (7.7) 

withdrawal 1 0 0 1 

(4.5) - - (7.7) 
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Table 2k 

Conditions for Use of FP Method 

to postpone 
childbearing 

agree 38 37 
(73.1) (77.k) (80.8) (69.8) 

disagree 9 7 k 12 

(7.3) (13.2) (7.7) (22.6) 

don'tknow 5 5 6 k 

(9.6) (9.k) (11.5) (7.6) 

for spacing 
after let child 

agree k2 37 ¿i3 36 
(80.8) (69.8) (82.7) (67.9) 

disagree 9 10 k 15 

(17.3) (18.9) (7.69) (28.3) 

don'tknow 1 6 5 2 
(1.9) (11.3) (9.6) (3.8) 

to stop 
childbearing 

agree 1+5 ¿1k ¿17 1+2 

(86.) (83.0) (90.1+) (79.2) 

disagree 6 5 2 9 

(11.5) (9.1+) (3.8) (16.9) 

don't know 1 1+ 3 2 

(1.9) (7.6) (5.8) (3.8) 

Condition Ive.E Uve.R 
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these difficulties. The majority of urbane and rurale aleo did not 

experience difficulties during conception; a little more urbane than 

rurale experienced those difficulties (Table 25). 

Table 25 

Difficulty in Conceiving 

Again, the greater majority of internals and externals, urbane and 

rurale have not actually experienced miscarriage (Table 26). Of those 

who have experienced miscarriage (I = 36.5%, E = 3k.O%), more externals 

than internals claimed that miscarriage affected their desire for another 

child (Table 27). It could be that the uncertainty of the real causa/ 

reason for a miscarriage has created fear among the externals. This is 

mainly due to the lack of proper and scientific knowledge regarding 

pregnancy and childbirth. Such a difference was statistically significant 

at the .05 level. Although the difference is significant, it should be 

kept in mind, however, that only a little more than 30% in each group 

claimed to have experienced miscarriage. 

A look at Table 28 would show us that among those who experienced 

difficulty in childbirth (I = 16, E = 21; U = 15, R = 22), 75% internals 

compared to 61.9% externals and 72.7% rurale compared to 60% urbane were 

affected in their desire for another child. It should be recalled that 

a greater percentage of externals were affected by miscarriage, but it 

appears to be the opposite with the effect of childbirth difficulties. 

Ive.E Uvs.R 

Oo 1k 20 18 16 

(26.9) (37.7) (3k.6) (30.2) 

Hindi 3k 30 31 33 
(65.k) (56.6) (59.6) (62.3) 

Minean k 3 3 k 

(7.7) (5.7) (5.8) (7.5) 
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Table 26 

Experience of Miecarriage 

Table 27 

Deaire for a Child 
Affected by I4iecarriage 

= 6.28, df = I 

p ( .05 

Table 28 

Deaire far Another Child Affected 
by Difficulty in Childbirth 

Ive.E Uve.R 

Ive.E Uve.R 

Ive.E Uve.R 

Co 19 i8 17 20 

(36.5) (3k.o) (32.7) (37.") 

Hindi 33 35 35 33 

(63.5) (66.0) (67.3) (62.3) 

Co 12 13 9 16 

(75.0) (61.9) (60.0) (72.7) 

Ejni k 8 6 6 

(25.0) (38.1) (ko.o) (273) 

Co 1 9 k 6 

(5.3) (50.0) (23.5) (30.0) 

Hindi 18 9 13 1k 

(9k.7) (50.0) (71.5) (70.0) 
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With regard to the urbana and the rurale, it was the rurale who were more 

affected by both. 

Su&ry of Differences on 
Childbearing Patterns 

Internals ve. Externals 

I Iaterna].e had slightly more children (actual) but desired fewer 

hildr.n than the extrnala. 

Internals had a shorter period of time before the birth of the 

fret child, with lees spacing among the children. 

Both groupe differed in one of the reasons for having at least 

boy or a girl among the children. The internals considered not having 

girl as lacking, therefore having at least one completes the family 

¿hile the externals considered it happier to have a girl. One of the 

strong reasons for having a boy is the concern for the continuity of the 

family na in the case of the internals. 

k. There vea not much difference in terms of their perception of 

a big or a email family. 

No difference in terme of sex preference and sex composition 

was noted between the two groups. 

More internals than external. have used PP methods and more 

have indicated that they would continue using them. 

The three conditions (namely, postponement of childbearing, 

spacing after the oldest and to stop childbearing after achieving the 

desired number) were all agreed upon for the use of PP methods. The 

third condition was overwhelmingly approved by both groups. 

Externals appeared to have been more affected by the experience 

of a miscarriage than the internals. 

Urbana vs. Rurale 

Rurals had consistently higher means in terms of actual, desired 

and ideal family size. 

The birth of the first child and spacing among the children were 

shorter for the urbana than the rurale. 
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3. Both urbana and rurale differed in one of the reasons for not 

wanting ieee than the desired number of children. For the urbana, it 

means the desired number is associated with happiness, for the rurale 

it je ither because the husband does not want less or it is not 

controlled. 

k. There is no difference for sex preference and sex composition. 

However, for their second choice, the rurale stressed more preference 

for boys for the eldest and slightly more males than females for sex 

composition. It was th. opposite for the urbane. 

Both groupe did not differ in the first two reasons for 

having at least a boy or a girl ong the children. Girls were leen 

as closer and as help in old age by urbana and rurale respectively. 

For having at least a boy, the difference came in the third reason. 

Boye were considered as "protectors" by the urbana while for the 

rurale, they were viewed as contributing to a more happy family. 

There was a statistically significant difference in their 

perceived size for a big family but not for a small family. 

More urbana than rurale have been using and would continue 

to use PP methods. 

Consistently more urbana overwhelmingly approved the three 

conditions for the use of PP. 

The experience of miscarriage affected a greater percentage 

of urbane than rurale. 

Correlations of MVSC Categories with, 
Respondents' Background Information 
and Their Actual, Desired and Ideal 
Family Size 

This section presents the relationships between a) MISC categories 

and respondents' background information such as age when they got married 

and b) MISC categories and the re8pondenta' actual, desired and ideal 

family size. Their actual scores in each MISC category were correlated 

with their age, years of schooling, number of years married, age when 

they were married as well as the number of their actual, desired and 

ideal family size. 
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Only the tables with significant correlations are presented in this 

section; the rest are in Appendix D0 

Table 29 presents the correlations of the NVSC categories with the 

internals' background information. Number of years married was positively 

and significantly correlated with MVSC categories I (magdadala ng 

pangalan); II (katulong ea pagtanda) and VII (tungkulin sa lipunan). 

This means that the longer the internals have been married the greater 

he value attached to children in terms of continuing the family name, 

ielp in old age and responsibility to one's community. 

Age when married was significantly but inversely correlated with 

ategory VII, reponaibility to one's community, which means that the 

ider they have been married the less the value of responsibility to 

ne's community or vice-versa. 

It is also to be noted that age is slightly correlated with 

ategory i:x (di-kainaman); number of years in school with category I; 

umber of years married with category IX and age when married with 

tegory Rowever, all these relationships were only approaching 

atistical significance at the .05 level. 

Among the externals, age when married was inversely correlated 

with categories IV (pagduiot ng kasiyehan), and VI (pagbibay kahulugan). 

Thia means that the younger they were when they got married, the greater 

the value of children as sources of happiness and love and the greater 

the value for Fving meaning and direction to their lives (Table 0). 

Age and the value of happiness and love were found to be slightly 

and inversely correlated, but this did not meet statistical significance. 

With regard to the urban respondents, number of years in school 

and age when married were both inversely and significantly correlated 

with category Vil (tun.gkulin sa lipunan). This means that the less 

schooling they had and the younger they were when married the greater 

the value for having children because they feel it a responsibility 

to their community, or vice-versa. 

Number of years in school and the value attached to children 

as help in old age were found to be slightly and inversely correlated 

but the relationship was not significant at the .05 level (Table 31). 
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Table 29 

Correlations of MVSC Categories 
with Internals' Background Information 

Age 
Number 
of Years 
in School 

Number 
of 
Married 

Age When 
Married 

.187 -.222 .2k6 -.116 

.166 -.151 .292* -.216 

-.005 -.091 .108 -.163 

.009 -.025 .12k -.162 

.228 -.iok 1k3 .108 

.088 .076 .0k2 .092 

.026 -.135 .28k* _.319* 

.06k -.02k .137 -.122 

.220 -.068 .221 .030 

MVSC 
Category 

I Magdadala ng pangalan, 
magesaskatuparan ng 
mithiin ng magulang 

II Katulong ea pagtanda 
at gawaing pambahay, 
pagpapaara]. ea aga 
kapatid 

III Pagnanais na maging 
magulang 

IV Pagdulot ng kaaiyahan 
at pagmamahal 

V Pagbibigkis ng mag- 
asawa 

VI Pagbibigay kahulugan 
at layunin sa buhay 

VII Tungkulin ea ].ipunan 

VIII Lalong makikilala ang 
earili sa pagiging 
magulang 

IX Di-kainaman 
(Costs) 
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Table 30 

Correlations of MVSC Categories 
with Externals' Background Inforsation 

s 

.05 level 

Ag. 
NuMber 

of Tears 
in School 

Nuaber 
of Year 
Married 

Age Whn 
Married 

-.016 -.0k6 .033 -.Okl 

.070 -.123 .179 -.107 

-.18k -.087 -.0k3 -.13k 

-.228 .06k -.009 -.266 

_ ...093 .077 -.08k 

-.092 -.033 .109 -.235e 

.029 -.156 .153 -.iko 

-.125 -.083 .0k7 -.182 

.182 -.028 .19k -.012 

MVSC 

Category 

I Magdadala ng pangalan, 
aagaaeakatuparan ng 
aithiin ng aagulang 

II Katulong ea pagtanda 
at gavaing paabahay, 
pagpapaaral ea aga 
kapatid 

III Pagnanais na maging 
magulang 

IV Pagdulot ng kasiyahan 
at pagasnahal 

V Pagbibigkie ng mag- 
asawa 

VI Pagbibigay kahulugan 
at layunin sa buhay 

VII Tungkulin sa lipunan 

VIII Lalong aakikilala ang 
sarili sa pagiging 
asgulang 

IX Dj-kainaaan 
(Costs) 
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Table 31 

Correlations of MVSC Categories with 
Urban Respondents' Background Information 

Age 
Number 

of Years 
in School 

Neber 
of Years 
Married 

Age When 
Married 

.050 -.153 .139 -.045 

.027 -.220 .037 .039 

.003 -.000 .119 -.073 

-.159 -.130 .042 -.187 

.098 -.103 .039 .148 

-.011 .026 .107 -.066 

-.161 _.261* .180 _.321** 

-.080 -.061 .094 -.177 

.128 -.235 .149 .009 

MVSC 
Category 

I I4agdadala ng pangalan, 
mageasakatuparan ng 
mithiin ng magulang 

II Katulong sa pagt anda 
at gawaing pambahay, 
pagpapaaral sa aga 
kapatid 

III Pagnanais ng maging 
magulang 

IV Pagdulot ng kaaiyahan 
at pagmamahal 

V Pagbibigkis ng sag- 
asawa 

VI Pagbibigay kahulugan 
at layunin sa buhay 

VII Tungkulin sa lipunan 

VIII La].ong makikilala ang 
sarili sa pagiging 
magulang 

IX Di-kainaman 
(Costs) 
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Aa shown in Table 32, number of years married was found to be 

positively and signjficantly correlated with category II (katulong ea 

pagtanda) at the .01 level, with category VII (tungkulin ea lipunan) 

at the .05 level. This means that the longer the rural respondents 

have been married, the greater the value for children in terms of help 

in old age and having children as responsibility to the community. 

Che same variable was found to positively correlate with category IX 

di-kainaman) but the relationship failed to reach statistical 

4gnificanc.. 

Age when married was inversely related, significant at the 

0O5 level, with category II. The younger they- were married, the 

reater their value for children as help in old age or help in the 

iousehold/farm. This was also slightly, and again, inversely related 

ith category IV (pagdulot ng kaeiyahan) but the relationship failed 

o reach statistical significance. 

Table 33 shows that among the internals the actual number of 

hildren (number of living children) is positively and significantly 

orrelated with MVSC categories I (magdadala ng pangalan) and II 

katulong sa pagtanda, atbp.). This means that as their number of 
hildren has increased the greater the value attached to continuity 

of the family name and the value of help in old age in the hose and in 

sending siblings to school. 

The number of desired children was found to positively and 

significantly correlate with )IVSC category III (pagnanais na maging 
magulang). Thia means that the more the desired number the greater the 
value attached to the desire of becoming parents. 

The findings have shown that length of marriage among the internals 

significantly and positively correlated with continuity of the family 
name (I), help in old age (II) and responsibility to society (VII). Age 

when married negatively correlated with responsibility to society. It 

should be recalled that earlier th. internals were found to attach 

greater value to desire for parenthood and giving meaning to life. The 

correlational findings seem to support such values. The longer they have 

been married the greater their concern for having children who would 
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Table 32 

Correlatione of MVSC Categories with 
Rural Respondent.' Background In.foraat ion 

Age 
Number 
of Year. 
j School 

Number 
of Years 
Married 

Age When 
Married 

.157 -.031 .176 -.07k 

.17k -.153 .393 _.k2k*** 

-.iko -.017 -.003 -.155 

.02k .121 .122 -.201 

.122 -.11k .183 -.158 

.029 .191 .063 -.0k2 

.179 -.078 .25k -.179 

.001 .oki .076 -.07k 

.195 -.005 .211 -.0k3 

MVSC 
Category 

I Magdadala ng pangalan, 
mageasakatuparan ng 
aithiin ng sagulang 

II Katulon.g sa pagtanda 
at gawaing pambahay, 
pagpapaaral sa ega 
kapatid 

III Pagnanais na maging 
atagulang 

IV Pagdulot ng kaeiyahan 
at pagmaaahal 

V Pagbibigkis ng mag- 
asawa 

VI Pagbibigay kahulugan 
at ].ayunin sa buhay 

VII Tungkulin sa lipunan 

VIII Lalong aakikilala ang 
sarili ea pagiging 
magulang 

IX Di-kainaman 
(Costs) 
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Table 33 

Correlations of the NVSC Categories with 
Int.rnal's Actuel, Desired, and Ideal 

Number .f Children 

MVSC Actual Number Idea]. 

Category Number Desired Sise 

I 11agdadala ng pangalan, 
aageaaaktuparan ng 
aithiin ng magu].ang 

II Katulong ea pagtanda 
at gawaing pambahay, 
pagpapaaral ea aga 
kapatid 

III agnan *iii 
magulang 

IV Padulot na kaeiyahan 
at paamahal 

V Pegbibigkis ng mag- 
asawa 

VI Pagbibigay kahulugan 
at layunin ea buhay 

VII Tungkulin ea lipunan 

VIII Lalong makikilala ang 
sarili sa pagiging 
magulang 

IX Di-kainaman 
(Costs) 

.2321 .1719 .0687 

.2559e .220k -.0793 

.1758 .2551v .1215 

.1k58 1827 -.1989 

.08k8 .OlkO -.1202 

.0551 .1719 -.0713 

.1815 .1038 -.0925 

.17k6 .2058 -.0253 

.088k .1391 -.0195 
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continue the fatily name end who would contribute positively to the good 

of society. Help in old age is a natura]. concern of verybody although 

this appeared to be a greater value for the externals than the internals 

in the earlier findings. It ehould be mentioned, however, the earlier 

finding involved a functional relationship while the present finding is 

simply the extent or degree of relationship. Furthermore, the finding 

was not significant. The significant negative correlation between age 

when married and responsibility to society shows that the internals 

who got married younger had a stronger value attached to children 

because of responsibility to society or vice-versa. This can probably 

be explained thie way. The younger internals who got married had a stronger 

concern for this particular value, but the older ones were concerned with 

some other values. 

A far as the externals are concerned, age when married was found 

to negatively and significantly correlate with happiness and affection (Iv) 

and giving meaning to life (VI) which shows that the younger externals were 

more concerned with such values when they got married or vice-versa. This 

partiou].ar finding did not come as a surprïee in the sense that earlier 

both values were found to have been more emphasized by the internals 

rather than the externals. 

Among the urbana two variables, namely, schooling and age when 

married, were found to bave correlated negatively with responsibility to 

society. The more schooling the urbane have and the older they were when 

they got married, the less value attached to responsibility toward 

society, or vice-versa. Why is this so? The younger urbane and those 

who had lees schooling probably entered marriage to have children who 

would fulfill their altruistic goal of helping society. The older ones 

and those who had more schooling were more aware of the practical 

problems of married life and having children particularly in the city 

(concern for coste) that such value vea lees of their concern at the 

time they were married. 

The only variable that was positively and significantly correlated 

with help in old age (II) and responsibility to society (VII) was the 

length of marriage. The longer the rurale have been married the greater 

the value attached to children in terms of help in old age and responsibility 



- 69 - 

to society. The value of responsibility to society was already found to 

have been more emphasized by the rurale earlier. However, help in old 

age was more emphasized by the urbane. Again, it should be mentioned 

that the difference was very negligible. 

No significant findings were found for the three groups (externals, 

urbane and rurale) regarding relationships between motivational values 

and actual, desired and ideal family size. Ae far as the internals are 

concerned, actual number of children is positively correlated with 

continuity of the family name and help in old age. This means the more 

living children the internals have the greater the value for continuity 

of the family. The findings all seem to support the earlier findings 

of the study: the tendency of the internals to emphasize continuity of 

the family and their strong desire for parenthood. Help in old age is 

3upportive of the finding that the older the internals were the greater 

the concern for help in old age, in the bome and in. sending younger 

children to school. It is probably not so much the concern for 

themselves alone. Note that help involves two different dimensions, 

che first for themselves and the second for the younger eons and 

dangbters. One can argue, therefore, that as the number of living 

children increases the greater the concern for their welfare. Again, 

responsibility is very much equated with the internals. 

Internals were significantly different from the externals in terms 

of desire for parenthood and children as giving meaning and direction 

in life. They were also found to have emphasized three other motivational 

values, namely, continuity of the family name, source of happiness and 

affection and knowing oneself better through the children. The shorter 

timing of birth for the first child and the shorter spacing of children 

could be reflective of the internals' greater desire for parenthood. 

Their greater emphasis on the continuity of family name, though not 

significantly different from the externals, was aleo reflected in the 

greater percentage of internals preferring a male-dominated family 

composition over the externals. One of the reasons given by the internals 

in having at least a boy in the family is for the continuity of th, family 

name, given by more internals than externals. 
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With regard to the externals, the motivational values that were 

slightly emphasized by them were: help in old age and in the home, 

binding spouses together and responsibility to society. They differed 

significantly from the internals in terms of coats. Although it appears 

that they are aware of the costs involved in having children, this doesn't 

seem to show in their childbearing patterns. There was no apparent 

pattern involved in spacing their children although they had relatively 

longer intervals. More externals than internals approved the use of 

birth control methods in postponing childbearing after marriage which 

explains their longe: timing for the birth of the first child, but leas 

externals approved the use of such methods for spacing and in stopping 

childbearing. 

The urbana slightly emphasized continuity of the family name, help 

in old age/in the home, desire for parenthood, source of happiness! 

affection and costs. Most of these values appeared in their childbearing 
pattern. The shorter timing of birth for the first child and the shorter 

spacing could be supportive of the urbana' desire for parenthood. One of 

their strong reasons for not wanting less than the desired number of 
children is happiness, again supportive of the value attached to children 
as sources of happiness/affection. There was generally no sex preference 

for the eldest, but still there were more urbana than rurale who preferred 

girls over boys and a female-dominated family composition. More urbana 

than rural expressed the reason for having girls as help in the hose 

and the rescz for having boys as help in earning a living and continuity 
of tbe family name. These were both supportive of the values of help in 

old age and continuity of the family name. The overwhelming approval 

of the cod*ions for the use of F? could be reflective of their greater 

awareness for costs involved in having children, hence, fewer children 

both actual and desired. 

The values that were slightly emphasized by the rurale were binding 
spouses together, meaning and direction in life, reeponaiblity to society 

and knowing oneself better through the children. None of these values 

seemed to have been reflected in their childbearing patterns except binding 

spouses together. Although more rurale experienced miscarriages and more 

of them claimed they were affected by it as well sa by the difficulties 
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in childbirth, atil]. it appeared that they had more children and desired 

more compared to the urbana. This could be supportive of the value that 

the more children one hae the stronger of the value that the more children 

one has the stronger the bond between husband and wife. 



CHAPTER IV 

INPLICATIONS 

The socio-peychologica]. variable of locus of control is to a certain 

extent predictive of some of the motivational values for childbearing 

among the Filipino married women involved in this investigation. The 

fact that locus of control had a main effect but not for area of residence 

and the lack of interaction effect between locus of control and area of 

residence is an indication that the determining variable is really locus 

of control. Although there were some urban and rural differences and 

slight interaction effects, these did not meet statistical significance. 
There ware differences suggested by the data but the two variables in 

combination did not seem to influence the respondents' motivational 

values for childbearing. Locus of control could perhaps combina with 

other variables such as sex, socio-economic level, educational attainment 

and the degree of communication between husband and wife. Perhaps, some 

of these variables combined with the construct of locus of control could 

be more predictive of differences in terms of motivational values and 

consequently childbearing patterns. Mukherjee (1979) contends that 

education provides a sense of efficacy which brings about a positive 

change in women's perceptions of their status at home and also in their 

decision-making power which eventually affect family planning adoption 

and therefore fertility behavior. 
The soda-demographic variable of area of residence did not 

significantly affect the married women's motivational values. The lack 

of significant effect means that the motivational values appeared to be 

the same whether one resides in the city or in the rural area. This 

implies that what is probably more important is not so much in the 

difference of area of residence but the improvement of the quality of 

life of the people in these low-income areas. It is often asserted 

that socio-economic development is the best contraceptive and that with 

improved socio-economic conditions, there will be not only an increase 

in family planning adoption but aleo a decline in the fertility rate 

(Mukherjee, 1979). The fertility decline recorded in the demographic 

history of developed nations followed after long periods of social and 
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economic development. Such development altered the traditional roles 

of families in society and of children in the family. Large families 

were no longer important for attaining and holding on to the good 

things in life. Higher aspirations for each offspring provided 

inducements for limiting family size (Concepcion and Henderehot, 1968, 

p. 355). Furthermore, it is their belief that family planning programs 

are not likely to have much effect unless some simultaneous social and 

economic progress occurs whïch will reduce reliance on family ties and 

on many children (p. 356). 

The lack of significant differences between urban and rural 

respondents in terms of motivational, values could also be reflective 

of what Bulatao (1979) considers as the transition in the value of 

children. He argues that the transition involves a dual process of 

liberation. First, children are liberated from having to contribute 

their labor to their families; then, parents are liberated from the burden 

of caring for many children. However, this needs to be investigated 

further involving as wide a sample and as many sample areas as possible. 

There appeared to be a relationship between the motivational values 

for childbearing and actual childbearing patterns. This was more true 

of the internals and the urbane, and true only to a certain extent for 

the externals and the rurale. Such a finding raises the question of 

directional influence that values exert on actual behavior as shown 

by the internals and the urbane. It also raises the question of why 

this was true only up to a certain extent for the externals and the 

rurale. For these two groupa, externals and rurale, it is possible 

that such values have not been internalized by them, hence not operative 

is their 'cehavior or childbearing patterns. There was simply a lack of 

congruence between values and actual behavior. 

Needless to say, there were certain limitations involved in this 

study. First is the choice of only one depressed area in Metro Manila. 

Although the justification for doing so was cited earlier in the study, 

still it would be better if more depressed areas distributed in different 

parts of Metro Manila could have been involved. Caution is therefore 

suggested in generalizing the results of this investigation to other 

urban areas and to other rural areas. 
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The forced-choice item locus of control instrument appeared to have 

created some negative reactions and complaints on the part of the 

reeponsents as reported by the interviewera. Some of the respondents 

would sometimes stop and say, "wala na bang ibang pagpipilian (are there 

no other choices)". This indicates that given more choices am in a 

k-point or 6-point scale, the respondents could have given answers that 

were closest or moat compatible to their own. Another suggestion in the 

ise of the locus of control would be to try out the 2-dimensional 

.epeate of externality (IPV Scale by Levenson, 197k) namely, control 

y powerful others ani control by chance. After all, people do not 

tecessarily feel controlled only by powerful others or by chance alone. 

Perhaps better or more significant resulte could have turned out 

in terms of the motivational values if more items would have been developed 

n those categories that had only four items. Or, similar categories 

:ou].d have been put together to see how the groups differed in terms of 

the lumped categories of the motivational values. 

The presence of kin, neighbors or friends during the interviews 

raises some doubts as to the validity of the answers given by the 

respondents. There were times when respondents would not want to give 

any answers and kin or friends would simply blurt out their answers and 

some of th. respondents would simply say, "pareho na rin ng sinabi niya" 

even if asked again for the second or third time. The use of the 

technique of pagatanung-tanong could be a better technique instead of 

the usual structured interviews. 

I the light of the findings of the study the following are given 

as recommendations First, a longitudinal study be conducted comparing 

values attached to children to see if there are any changes and what 

caused such changes, if there are any. And also to find out if such 

changes are reflected in their childbearing patterns. Second, a study 

involving a sample of husband and wife, since childbearing decisions are 

jointly made by both partners. Third, before launching any government 

program offering alternatives to values derived from having children, 

a wide-scale survey be conducted to surface alternatives from the parents 

themselves. In this way, offered alternatives become more meaningful 

rather than being imposed by agencies. An upgrading of educational and 
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career opportunitie. for low-income women could be provided as alternative 

sources of companionship and fulfillaent. This means providing women with 

meaningful job opportunities; thus they will find meaning and direction 

in life and not just rely on children for these values. The government 

could work out scheme. for economic support and security in old age. 

In this way, dependence on children for old-age support could be minimized, 

if not totally eradicated. Fourth, to develop intervention programs to 

,nhance and heighten internality, that people should only have and desire 

hildren they are responsible for and not simply leave children to chance 

r fate. The concept of "what T can do for ay child and not what I expect 

prom ay child or what he can do for e" should be communicated to the 

)eople in the most meaningful way possible. 
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APP)i(DIX A 

Tabi. I 

Incone Djetribution 

Pe8oe 
Rural 
(loo) 

Urban 
(loo) X 

Leas than 100 2k 2k.00 2k 2k.00 

100 - 199 3k 3k.00 18 18.00 

200 - 299 18 18.00 16.00 

300 - 399 12 12.00 15 15.00 

koo-k99 5 5.00 3 3.00 

500 - 599 1 1.00 10 10.00 

60o-699 2 2.00 7 7.00 

700-799 0 - O - 

800 - 899 1 1.00 2 2.00 

900 0 - 3 3.00 

No income 3 3.00 2 2.00 

Average/month p' 208.8k p' 288.17 



p < .05 

MVSC Category I: Magdadala ng pangalan at aa.gsas.katuparan ng 
methiin ng aga aagulazg 

Table 3 

Relationship between 
Locus of Control, Area of Resid.nc. 

and MVSC Category II 

APP1DIX B 

Table 2 

Relationship between 
Locus of Control, Area of Residence 

and MVSC Category I 

Sp < .05 

MVSC Category II: Katulong sa paglanda, ea gawaing pambahay at 
sa pagpapaaral ng aga kapatid 

sv SS df MS F 

Main Effects 

Locus of Control (X vs. E) .027 1 .027 2.25 

Area of Residence (U ve. R) .001 1 .001 .08 

Interaction (A x B) .012 1 .012 1.00 

Error 1.202 101 .012 

Total 1.21+2 101+ 

sv SS df MS F 

Main Effects 

Locus of Control (I vs. E) .033 1 .033 2.201+ 

Area of Residence (U vs. R) .008 1 .008 .513 

Interaction (A x B) .001 1 .001 .065 

Error 1,533 101 .015 

Tota]. 1.575 10k 



p 
( .05 

MVSC Category IV: Pagdulot ng ka.iyahan at pagassiahal 

Table 5 

Relationship between 
Locus of Control, Area of Residence 

and MVSC Category V 

- 83 - 

Table k 

Relationship between 
Locus of Control, Area of Residence 

and MVSC Category IV 

P 
< .05 

MVSC Category V: Pagbibigkie ng sag-asawa 

3V SS df MS F 

Main Effects 

Locus of Control (I va. E) .035 1 .035 2.57 

Area of Residence (u va, R) .00k 1 .004 .29k 

Interaction (A x B) .015 1 .015 1.102 

Error 1.375 101 .0136 

Tota]. 1.1129 104 

sV SS df MS F 

Main Effects 

Locus of Control (I vs. E) .007 1 .007 .241 

Area of Residence (u vs. R) .003 1 .003 .103 

Interaction (A z B) .002 1 .002 .068 

Error 2.958 101 .029 

Total 2.970 104 



Main Effects 

Locus of Control (I vs. E) 0k5 I 0k5 1.607 

Area of Residence (U ve. R) .026 1 .026 .928 

Interaction (A x B) .002 1 .002 .071 

Error 2.863 101 .028 

Total 2.936 10k 

P < .05 

MVSC Category VIII: P&gkilala nang sabuti sa sarili 
ea pagiging magu].ang 

P < .05 

MVSC Category VII: Tungkulin sa lipunan 

Table 7 

Relationship between 
Locus of Control, Ar.a of Residence 

and J1VSC Category VIII 

- 8k - 

Table 6 

Relationship between 
Locus of Control, Area of Reeid.nc. 

and MVSC Category VII 

sv SS df MS T 

Main Effects 

Locus of Control (I va. E) .020 1 .020 1.76k 

Area of Residence (U vs. R) .005 1 .005 .29k 

Interaction (A x B) .000 1 .000 .000 

Error 1.754 101 .017 

Total 1.779 10k 

5V SS df MS F 



APPENDIX C 

CONTINGENCY TABLES 

Table 8 

Birth of the Firet Child 
after Marriage 

.399, df=1 x2=i.68, df-1 

I E Tota]. U R Total 

ieee than a year 29 23 52 27 25 52 

1+ - 2+ yeare 22 28 50 21+ 26 50 

Tota]. 51 51 102 51 51 102 

x2=1.1+12, df=1 

Table 9 

X2= .56, df=1 

Heard about 
Family Planning 

I E Total U R Total 

Oo 1+8 1+7 95 1+9 1+6 95 

Hindi 1+ 6 10 3 7 10 

Total 52 53 105 52 53 105 



Number of 
Children 

Number of 
Children 
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Table 10 

Number of Children 
for a 

Small Family 

I E Tota]. U R Tota]. 

I - 2 21 26 '+7 28 19 '+7 

3-k 27 23 50 20 30 50 

5-6 k k 8 k k 8 

Tota]. 52 53 105 52 53 105 

x2= .868, df=2 X2=3.709, df=2 

Table 11 

Number of Children 
for a 

Big Family 

I E Total U R Tota]. 

8 8 16 10 6 16 

2k 17 '+1 25 16 ¿il 

9 17 26 8 18 26 

6 7 13 k 9 13 

Total '+7 '+9 96 '+7 '+9 96 

x2=3.68, df=3 x2=8.71, df=3 

( .05 

2-k 
5-7 
8 - lo 

11+ 
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Table 12 

Sex Preference 

X2= .085, df=2 X2=3.95, df=2 

Table 13 

Family Coapoeition 

df=2 x2=k.i8, df=2 

I E Total U E Total 

Male Dominated 12 7 19 11 8 19 

Female Dominated 1k 6 20 13 7 20 

Equal Number 23 33 56 22 31+ 56 

Tota]. '+9 '+6 95 '+6 '+9 95 

I E Tota]. U R Tota]. 

Girl 13 12 25 13 12 25 

Boy 13 1k 27 9 18 27 

No preference 26 27 53 30 23 53 

Tota]. 52 53 105 52 53 105 
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Table ib 

Use of 
Tinily Planning Methods 

x23.1i, df*l X2z2.58, dfal 

Table 15 

Continuing Us. 
of Tinily Planning Methods 

x2= .591, df=1 X2=2.92, df=1 

I E Total Ti R Total 

Oo 22 13 35 22 13 35 

Hindi 26 33 59 27 32 59 

Total 1+8 1+6 9k 1+9 1+5 9k 

I E Total U R Total 

Oo 18 9 27 19 8 27 

Hindi 3 3 6 2 1+ 6 

Total 21 12 33 21 12 33 
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Table 16 

Difficulty in Conc.iving 

I E Total U R Tota). 

Oo 1k 20 3k 18 16 3k 

Hindi 3k 30 6k 31 33 6k 

Tota]. k8 50 98 19 19 98 

X2=1.265, df=1 X2 .152, df=1 

Table 17 

Experience of Miecarriage 

I E Total, U R Total 

Oo 19 18 37 17 20 37 

Hindi 33 35 68 35 33 68 

Total 52 53 105 52 53 105 

x2= .30k, df=1 X* .291, df=1 
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Table 18 

Deaire for Another Child 
Affected by t4icarriage 

I E Tota]. U R Tota]. 

Oo 1 9 10 k 6 10 

Hindi 18 9 27 13 11+ 27 

Tota]. 19 18 37 17 20 37 

x2=6.28, df=1 X2= .22k, df=1 

P < .05 



APPENDIX D 

Table 19 

Correlations of the )(VSC Categories with 
Urban Respondents' Actual, Desired,. and 

Ideal Nusber of Children 

MVSC 
Category 

Actual 
Number 

Nuaber 
Desired 

Ideal 
Size 

I .1169 .1062 -.059k 

u .11+23 .1101 .0026 

III -.0072 .01+65 -.0962 

IV .0009 .0071+ -.091+7 

V .0307 .0013 -.1916 

VI .0237 .0392 -.1195 

VII .0511 .01+06 -.0894 

VIII .0273 .0847 -.0051+ 

IX .0387 -.0200 -.0794 
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Table 20 

Correlations of the MVSC Categories with 
Rural Respondents' Actual, Desired, and 

Ideal Number of Children 

MVSC 
Category 

Actual 
Number 

Number 
Desired 

Ideal 
Size 

I .1216 .11i48 .1119 

II .1355 .1001 .016 

III -.078? -.0033 .0227 

IV .0276 -.0690 -.0325 

V .1173 .0683 .1611 

VI .0503 .0657 .OkOl 

vii .1881 .1009 .0062 

viii .0165 .0855 -.0037 

IX .1230 135k .0706 
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Table 21 

Correlations of the NVSC Categories with 
External Reepoadents' Actual, Desired, and 

Ideal Number of Children 

MVSC 

Category 
Actual. 
Number 

Number 
Desired 

Ideal 
Size 

I -.0706 -.021k -.0061 

II .1190 .132k .0396 

III -.122k -.0716 -.0948 

Iv -.0823 -.1028 -.ok98 

V -.0300 -.0331 .0709 

VI .0033 -.0612 -.097k 

VII .0664 .0125 -.0552 

VIII -.0183 .0715 .0719 

IX .0720 .0058 .0289 



SEAPRAP 
THE SOUTHEAST ASIA POPULATION RESEARCH AWARDS PROGRAM 

PROGRAM OBJECTIVES 
* To strengthen the research capabilities of young 

Southeast Asian social scientists, and to provide 
them with technical support and guidance if 
required. 

* To increase the quantity and quality of social 
science research on population problems in South- 
east Asia. 

* To facilitate the flow of information about popu- 
lation research developed in the program as 
well as its implications for policy and planning 
among researchers in the region, and between re- 

searchers, government planners and policy makers. 

ILLUSTRATIVE RESEARCH AREAS 

The range of the research areas include a wide 
variety of research problems relating to population, 
but excludes reproductive biology. The following are 
some examples of research areas that could fall 
within the general focus of the Program: 

* Factors contributing to or related to fertility re- 
gulation and family planning programs; familial, 
psychological, social, political and economic 
effects of family planning and contraception. 

* Antecedents, processes, and consequences (demo- 
graphic, cultural, social, psychological, political, 
economic) of population structure, distribution, 
growth and change. 

* Family structure, sexual behaviour and the rela- 
tionship between child-bearing patterns and child 
development. 

* Inter-relations between population variables and 
the process of social and economic development 
(housing, education, health, quality of the environ- 
ment, etc). 

* Population policy, including the interaction of 
population variables and economic policies, policy 
implications of population distribution and move- 
ment with reference to both urban and rural 
settings, and the interaction of population variables 
and law. 

* Evaluation of on-going population education pro- 

grams and/or development of knowledge-based 
population education program. 

* Incentive schemes - infrastructures, opportunities; 
overall economic and social development programs. 

SELECTION CRITERIA 
Selection will be made by a Program Committee of 
distinguished Southeast Asian scholars in the social 
sciences and population. The following factors will 
be considered in evaluating research proposals: 

1 relevance of the proposed research to current 
issues of population ¡n the particular countries of 
Southeast Asia; 

its potential contribution to policy formation, pro- 
gram implementation, and problem solving; 

adequacy of research design, including problem 
definition, method of procedure, proposed mode 
of analysis, and knowledge of literature; 

feasibility of the project, including time require- 
ment; budget; and availability, accessibility, and 
reliability of data; 

Applicant's potential for further development. 

DURATION AND AMOUNT OF AWARDS 
Research awards will be made for a period of up to 
one year. In exceptional cases, requests for limited 
extension may be considered. The amount of an 
award will depend on location, type and size of the 
project, but the maximum should not exceed 
US$7,500. 

QUALIFICATIONS OF APPLICANTS 
The Program is open to nationals of the following 
countries: Burma, Indonesia, Kampuchea, Laos, 
Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Viet- 
nam. Particular emphasis will be placed on attracting 
young social scientists in provincial areas. 

Applications are invited from the following: 

* Graduate students in thesis programs 

* Faculty members 

* Staff members ¡n appropriate governmental and 
other organizations. 

Full-time commitment is preferable but applicants 
must at least be able to devote a substantial part of 
their time to the research project. Advisers may be 
provided, depending on the needs of applicants. 




