


IDRC supports research 
for international development. 

It was founded in 1970 based on the conviction 

t hat <.kvclopment starts when Olmmunities in the 

South arl' able to ta.1-.e respon~ibilicy for their 

gro\\ th, u<,1ng their O\\ n ideas and initiati\·es . 

Solut1om canno t he impmcd from the outside; 

they must he fostered from within. 

IDRC s u pports t he \Vork of scie n tists and 

researchers in de,·eloping countries. In essence, 

the Centre supports innovation from within the 

South - crcati\t:• so lutions to development 

problems t hat work in local co n d itions and th a t 

are effect ive over the long run. In so doing, 

IDRC a lso strengthens the overall capabili ty of 

researchers and research institutiom to gene rate 

policies and technologies that can help create 

more equ itable societies. 

A public corporation created an d funded by t he 

Parliamen t of Canada, IDRC worb in partne rship 

with other donors to increa\e the resources 

available for research and international develop-

mc nt in the South. 
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HOW RESEARCH IS SUPPORTED 

PROGRAM ) NITIATIVI /I 

The driving force of the Centre's programming are its program 

initiatives. Each of these initiatives focuses on a specific ser of 

development issue~ and 1s managed by a ream of expercs from a 

broad range of disciplines. I-or example, a biologist, an economist, 

and an anthropologist will all work roge1her - examining the same 

issues from different angles - ro help Sourhern researchers find a 

holistic approach ro solving a dcvclopmcm problem . IDRC 

believes this multidisciplinary approach is key to addressing rhe 

complexities of incerna 1ional development issues. Program 

initiative.-, are the Centre's primary programming unir m support 

research in developing countries. 

INTER~ATION.\I SrcRr IARf\I\ 

lncernacional secretariat~. ale hough housed ac 1 DRC, involve 

donors from around the world. They are joincly managed and 

jointly funded - wich lORC providing the financial and adminis­

rrative infrast ruct urc needed to ensure conrinuity. T he research of 

secmariars is guided by inJependem sccering commircccs with 

representatives from around rhe world . s~crerariats represent 

another ma jor vehicle for supporting research in the South. 

WHAT RESEARCH IS SUPPORTED? 

IDRC suppom n:sean:h projects rhar relate co three main areas. Jn 

addition, the Cenrre is supporting research on rwo cross-cutting 

issues: gender and knowledge sysrcms. focusing on gender ensures 

the full and equal participation of women and men in development 

and leads to improvement~ in women's lives. Exploring knowledge 

systems means discovering the ways char knowledge is created, 

maintained, and used. This includes examining everything from oral 

hismries to databa~es on nerworked compurers. 

SOCIAL AND Et' ONOMIC EQU ITY 

Targeting poverty and economic vulnerability by directing research 

coward: 

Public Good): 

Delivering public goods - heal ch, education, social security- in ways 

th,1c are more effective, fair. and financially sustainable, as well as that 

promote good governance. 

The Effects of Glohal1i.11ion: 

Helping developing countries deal with the resulrs of globalization, 

notably the rule~ and codes of the World Trade Organization. 

EmplC1ymc:nr: 

Supporring people, panicularly women and youth, in their srruggle 

co earn a living. 

EN\IRON\tl'IT ""o NAtl'RA1 RFsouRci:: MANAG£Mll\I 

Finding ways to provide life's essentials and improve human health 

through ben:er environmental practices, directing research toward: 

Food and Warer: 

Emu ring secure sources of food and warer for the poor by focusing 

on local resource management and appropriate policy choices. 

I lealrh and E.co~ysrems: 

improving human he:ilrh and wcll-hci ng by managing ecosyHems 

bener. 

Biodiversity: 

Protecting local man:igcmcm and control of biodiversity in che 

face of competing inrcrcsrs regarding genetic resources. 



I NFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION T ECHNOLOG I ES 

FOR OF.VF.I OPMl<NT 

Harnessing knowledge to increase development opportunities, by 

directing research toward: 

Access to Information Technology: 

Ensuring equitable and sustainable access to information and to 

the use of information and communicacion cechnologies so thac all 

of society benefics. 

The Information Economy: 

Understanding developments m the information economy and 

responding to the concerns of communicies and small businesses, 

and exploring che local effeccs of global crade rules and e-commerce. 

WHO IDRC FUNDS 

IORC provides funds and expert advice co researchers from develop­

ing countries who are working to find long-term, workable solutions 

co critical development problems. IDRC also helps chem involve 

Canadian researchers in their accivities. In addicion, IDRC funds and 

administers a number of award programs in the field of international 

development, both for Canadians and for researchers from the South. 
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

international Development Research Centre 

PO Box 8500 

Ocrawa, Ontario, Canada KIG 3H9 

PHONE: (+1-613) 236-6163 FAX: (+l-613) 238-7230 

EMAIL: info@idrc.ca WFB: www.idrc.ca 

IDRC has seven reg ion1l offices. located in Cairo . Dakar. Johannesburg. 

Montevideo. Nairob i. New Delhi. and Singapore. 
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