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- North and South towards a new nterdependeﬂce of
- nations was the theme of the Sir William Meyet's
Endowment Lecture delivered by Lewis Perinbam at. the
University of Madras, India, in August 1981. Thtsartfcfe IS
extracted from the third lecture, entitied .
“Interdependence in the future’. The ﬁrst two fectureg
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- many developing countries
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basic needs in their .
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World Bank quadrupled i

o real terms its lending in
basic needs categories
from 1970 to 1980, but it

~ found that less than 20

percent of the benefits of

these c:rcumstanoes itis

the international economic ‘
order is altered in tune with

“the demands of the South,
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_ power of corrupt or
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Third, the North rejects .

o the notion that it “owes”

.--.compensatlon for the

1 exp%oﬁatlons ofthe colonial

era and the profits made by

. private commercial interests.
_Thefeelingofthe Souththat
.| ithas a ‘moral’ dghtfor
redress of what it perceives

to have been economic

_injustices in the past falls -
- on deaf ears because this

way of thmkmg is aheﬂ to
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Fourth, in expecting the

South to make more: rapid

economic progress in the .
light of the aid it has '

_colonial rule have imposed

always realize that

_ the former metropolitan

_powers ofthe North
have contributed, in large

'i measure, {0 the under-




~ development of the South.

Fifth, the spectre of
‘growing unemployment is
prompting many countries
of the North to turn

increasingly to protectionist

measures. For instance,
textiles are still one of the
biggest employers of
industrial labour in the

.. European Economic
- Community, and provide

L

‘about one out of every ten |
jobs in the manufacturing

industry. Between 1973
and 1980 about 800 000

~ workers in the textile and
__clothing industry lost their
__ |obs, adrop in employment

~ of about 25 percent.

- These observations sug-
gest that the barriers to
understanding between

~ the Northand the South are

psychological as well as

in historical and cultural
a%ll%udes prevalimg in the

North and in the South and

must be treated with un-

- derstahdmg and genero-

~ present impass in North-

sity. What is clear is that

~ more international meet

_ings, confrontations, and
diplomacy are unlikely, in.

themselves, to bring about

a bréakthrough inthe

South relations, It will
require fresh approaches,

~an interdependent whole

_ One of the factors
hobbﬂng progress on
North-South issues is the

notion that it is primarily a

matter of the South
ex{ractmg concessions

from the North; this forces ’

the paruc;pants into blocs
an@ invites confrontation.

~ As a result, the developing

- countr;es de not often

~ realize their own potentiaé ‘

!’ ﬁGUOﬂ

thought and fresh =~

mmatwes towardsfmdmga '
baSLs for the new =
interdependence whlch is

emerging.

?wwe have seen interde-

: fthreugh a variety of

~ international, regional, and

p@lmcalﬂﬂsiltutlons The
. b@mmonfeature ofallthese |

- assﬁmaﬁdns is that%heyaré

B Wh“

R

S
e
e

| to governments or

_international bureaucra-
| cies alone. They are not
conomic. They are rooted |

‘humility on both sides, and
 anewvision of the world as

‘wish to offera few ideas -
that | hope might stnmu;aie L

In the past few decades

governmental and reflect

an institutional type of
relationship. The interde-
pendence ofwhich I wishto
speak has another .
dimension: Histo
recognize the role of the
citizen in creating the

interdependent community

of the future. One of the
ironies of history is that

_citizens are usually left out
of the issues that involve

them most. As a result they
feel a sense of

_helplessness and negﬁect '

and become indifferent to
the actions of governments.
The kind of interdepe-

| ndence thatis now

emerging is too important
and too complex to be left

usually capable of being

‘the agents of obange
'Change requires the active
participation of all citizens.

The new international
economic order is
e'ssenual!y a challenge to

the peoples of the world, as |

well as to their ;
govemments to reorgamze _

“and restructure ourworldin
“the context of the 1980s. It i

is also an opportumty to

find innovative and eve:a -

daring solutions to
prob%ems which govem-
ments and international
orgamzatec}ns have not

| been able to solve.

~ While lndlwduals and

~ communities may not be

| able to find solutions to
?globak problems, they can .

be a starting pomi But

‘more important, they can

‘often stimulate ideas and

offer new insights of the

sort that seldom come from

governments and bureau-

crais. To thisend it mlght be
~worth creatingan
_International COmmlserﬂ -

of Citizens, drawq from the
North and from the South

to add a new dlmensnon -
| and give fresh impetus to
the efforts of g@vernments
in the search foranew
| international economic

- order. It could be a means
mpeﬁdeme being ?ashfoned -

of mvolvmg isnowledgeabie

 citizens from the North and
- from the South in some pf
| thei issues that have ~

divided governmanfs rt
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North and the South could
int endeavours
in the educational, social,
ids to

_ strengthen understanding

_and relations between the

North and the South ona

“human level.

. Second, and as a further
slep, governments, espe-

cially in the South, should

| give greater encourage-

ment to the vast network of

_nongovernmental organi-

zations to intensify their
efforts to work together in

_all kinds of joint ventures.

| They are not "do-gooders”,
| as smug government
| bureaucrats often term

‘them, but “good doers”.

They play a valuable

| practical role by undertak- :
| ingthe sort of development o
- projects which govern-

ments often ignore, or are
not equipped to undertake.

- Third, there is the

problem of massive and

Wldespread unemploy-
ment in the South.
G@vemme“ﬂts alone will not

be able to create these

~millions of jobs that will be
needed in th_e-future, .

However, the private sector,

_and especially small- and
- medium-sized enterprises,

i can_ play, as indeedtheyare

already playing, a valuable

| rolein job creation in many
 developing countries.

Fourth, it may be in the
interest of the developing

~ countries to explore the

- potential of private foreign
_investment in the develop-
~ ment process with an open
mind, for two reason. For a
start, it is unlikely that the
developing countries will

be able to obtain all the

financing they require for
~ their development from

govemmems and interr
national agencies. Further-

 more, itis the private sector,
| and not government, that
| possesses much of the
technology, expertise, and

-

| experience that the

de‘ve,lapmg cour‘itrles need
5o desperately. '

?ms brings me- to the role

of universities in the new

interdependence. The trad-
ﬁ itional role of the university
andits relevance i intoday's
societyarein ques%ton et
;at no othervt:me m hls%ory

has the role of the university
been more important. But
the university must
abandon the still-lingering
remnants of excessive
traditionalism and adher-
ence to the status quo that
characterized its past.
Today’s society does not
tolerate the luxury of
knowledge forits own sake;
it also requires knowledge
to be applied to the service
of humankind.

The world’s present
condition and the

- problems that beset it give

universities an opportunity

| to be instruments of

change. Our world needs
the universities for their
ideas and imagination.
They can be the heartbeat
of the world's people. They
can bring the benefits of

- science and technology to
| the world's toiling masses
_and help build the human

infrastructure for modern

states.

This will call for more
interdisciplinary and inter-
professional studies, and
the cultivation of people
who are capable of
adapting and integrating

knowledge for today's
_needs, andwhowilldosoin

ways that respect cultural
traditions and social
values. They have to
prepare new generations
for social responsibility in
ways in which they have

_ never dared to do. At the

same time, they will be
called upon increasingly to

' be constructive and

fearless critics of govern-
ments.

If we are to rekindle the
hopes of humanity for a just

‘and stable world, we must

be unflagging in our efforts,
This is a matter in which
both the North and the
South can and must take
initiatives. If the nations of
the North and the South
can blend theirexperiences

_and work towards limited
| but attainable objectives,

we may be able to edge
forward, no matter how
slowly, towa{d agreements

on the vexing questions of
. reforms in the major trade,

monetary, and financial w
structures and institutions

~ which at present divide the

North and South. i
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