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Gr e at er A cr a

U p p er W e st

U p p er E a st

N ort h E a st

N ort h er n

S a v a n n a h

B o n o

B o n o E a st
Oti

A s h a nti

E a st er n
V olt a

A h af o

W e st er n
N ort h

W e st er n
C e ntr al A cr a

I n t r o d u c ti o n

T h e p ur p o s e of t hi s r e p ort i s t o pr o vi d e a bri ef 

i ntr o d u cti o n t o t h e ci vil r e gi str ati o n a n d vit al 

st ati sti c s ( C R V S) s y st e m i n G h a n a.

T h e i nf or m ati o n w a s c oll e ct e d t hr o u g h a 

q u e sti o n n air e c o m pl et e d b y t h e ci vil r e gi str ati o n 

s er vi c e s i n J a n u ar y 2 0 2 0 a n d s u p pl e m e nt e d b y a 

d e s k r e vi e w of a v ail a bl e d o c u m e nt s.

A m o n g ot h er t hi n g s, t h e r e p ort pr e s e nt s: 

 B a c k gr o u n d i nf or m ati o n o n t h e c o u ntr y; 

 S el e ct e d i n di c at or s r el e v a nt f or C R V S 

i m pr o v e m e nt pr o c e s s e s; 

 St a k e h ol d er s’ a cti viti e s; a n d 

 R e s o ur c e s a v ail a bl e t o str e n gt h e n C R V S 

s y st e m s. 

B ri ef c o u n t r y p r o fil e

T h e R e p u bli c of G h a n a i s l o c at e d al o n g t h e G ulf 

of G ui n e a a n d t h e Atl a nti c O c e a n, i n t h e s u br e gi o n 

of W e st Afri c a. G h a n a i s b or d er e d b y C ôt e d’I v oir e 

t o t h e w e st, B ur ki n a F a s o t o t h e n ort h, T o g o t o t h e 

e a st, a n d t h e G ulf of G ui n e a a n d t h e Atl a nti c O c e a n 

t o t h e s o ut h. 

G h a n a i s di vi d e d i nt o 1 6 a d mi ni str ati v e r e gi o n s a n d 

s u b di vi d e d i nt o 2 7 5 di stri ct s.

 L a n d ar e a:  1 2 3 8, 5 3 5 k m2

 P o p ul ati o n: 3 0 milli o n, wit h a n a n n u al gr o wt h 

r at e of 2. 2 p er c e nt.2  Ar o u n d 2 9 p er c e nt of 

t h e p o p ul ati o n i s u n d er t h e a g e of 1 5, w hil e 

p er s o n s a g e d 1 5 – 6 4 m a k e u p 5 7. 8 p er c e nt of 

t h e p o p ul ati o n; 5 0. 9 p er c e nt ar e m al e s a n d 

4 9. 1  p er c e nt ar e f e m al e s.

 C a pit al cit y: A c cr a

 O ffi ci al w or ki n g l a n g u a g e: E n gli s h

 Mi ni stri e s r e s p o n si bl e f or ci vil r e gi str ati o n:  

G h a n a H e alt h S er vi c e (f or n oti fi c ati o n);  

Birt h s a n d D e at h s R e gi str y (f or r e gi str ati o n); 

R e gi str ar- G e n er al’ s D e p art m e nt (f or m arri a g e)

 Ci vil r e gi str ati o n a g e n c y: Birt h s a n d D e at h s 

R e gi str y

 N ati o n al st ati sti c al o ffi c e: G h a n a St ati sti c al 

S er vi c e

G h a n a

Di s cl ai m er: T h e b o u n d ari e s a n d n a m e s s h o w n a n d  
t h e d e si g n ati o n s u s e d o n t hi s m a p d o n ot i m pl y o ffi ci al 
e n d or s e m e nt or a c c e pt a n c e b y t h e U nit e d N ati o n s.
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CRVS dimensions

Births

Completeness of birth registration3 Not available

Children under 5 years of age whose births were reported as registered 71% (2014)4

Births attended by skilled health personnel 78% (2014)5

Women aged 15–49 who received antenatal care from a skilled provider 87% (2014)

DPT1 immunization coverage among 1-year-olds6 96% (2016)7

Crude birth rate (per 1,000 population) 29.85 (2017)8

Total fertility rate (live births per woman) 3.9 (2018)9

Adolescent fertility rate (per 1,000 girls aged 15–19 years) 67 (2018)10

Population under age 15 years 29% (2017)11

Deaths

Completeness of death registration Not available 

Crude death rate (per 1,000 population) 7.41 (2017)

Infant mortality rate (per 1,000 live births) 34.91 (2018)12

Under-5 mortality rate (per 1,000 live births) 47.9 (2017)9

Maternal mortality rate (per 100,000 live births) 320 (2015)13

Marriages and divorces

Marriage registration rate Not available

Women aged 20–24 first married or in union before age 15 Not available

Women aged 20–24 first married or in union before age 18 Not available

Divorce registration rate Not available

Vital statistics including causes of death data

Compilation and dissemination of civil registration-based statistics Not available

Medically certified causes of death Not available
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Ci vil r e gi s t r a ti o n s y s t e m

T h e fir st ci vil r e gi str ati o n s y st e m i n G h a n a w a s 

e st a bli s h e d d uri n g t h e c ol o ni al a d mi ni str ati o n. 

T h e r e gi str ati o n of birt h s, d e at h s, m arri a g e s, a n d 

di v or c e s d at e s b a c k t o 1 8 8 8 i n t h e t h e n - G ol d 

C o a st. At t h e s y st e m’ s i n c e pti o n, it w a s r e stri ct e d 

t o t h e r e gi str ati o n of d e at h s, m o stl y of e x p atri at e 

w or k er s of t h e t h e n - c ol o ni al g o v er n m e nt, w h o 

m o stl y r e si d e d i n a f e w c o m m er ci al t o w n s. Birt h 

r e gi str ati o n w a s i ntr o d u c e d i n G h a n a i n 1 9 1 2 a s p art 

of t h e ci vil r e gi str ati o n pr o c e s s. O v er t h e y e ar s, t h e 

l a w g o v er ni n g t h e r e gi str ati o n of birt h s h a s g o n e 

t hr o u g h a s eri e s of tr a n sf or m ati o n s, st arti n g a s 

t h e C e m et eri e s Or di n a n c e of 1 8 8 8, w hi c h w a s ffir st 

a m e n d e d i n 1 8 9 1. 

I n 1 9 1 2, t h e Birt h s, D e at h s a n d B uri al s Or di n a n c e 

w a s p a s s e d a n d a m e n d e d a g ai n i n 1 9 2 6. T hi s l a w 

w a s r e pl a c e d wit h t h e R e gi str ati o n of Birt h s a n d 

D e at h s A ct of 1 9 6 5  ( A ct 3 0 1), w hi c h i s t h e l e gi sl ati o n 

c urr e ntl y i n pl a c e, a n d w hi c h m a d e t h e r e gi str ati o n 

of birt h s a n d d e at h s c o m p ul s or y i n all p art s of t h e 

c o u ntr y. T h e a ct al s o pr o vi d e d f or t h e r e gi str ati o n 

of f et al d e at h s, w hi c h h a s n ot b e e n r e vi e w e d si n c e. 

T hi s i m pli e s t h at t h er e ar e r el at e d l a w s t h at h a v e 

si n c e b e e n p a s s e d wit h pr o vi si o n s t h at m a y n ot b e 

s u p p ort e d i n a n a ct m or e t h a n 5 0 y e ar s ol d.

I niti all y, r e gi str ati o n w a s n ot u n d er a n y s p e ci fi c 

d e p art m e nt u ntil 1 8 9 5, w h e n t hi s r e s p o n si bilit y w a s 

p ut u n d er t h e S a nit ar y S e cti o n of t h e D e p art m e nt 

of M e di c al S er vi c e s. It r e m ai n e d u n d er t h e m e di c al 

d e p art m e nt fr o m 1 9 1 2 t o 1 9 2 6. B et w e e n 1 9 4 8 a n d 

1 9 6 0, t hi s r e s p o n si bilit y w a s pl a c e d u n d er t h e 

R e gi str ar- G e n er al’ s D e p art m e nt. 

I n 1 9 6 5, u p o n t h e e st a bli s h m e nt of t h e Birt h s a n d 

D e at h s R e gi str y, r e gi str ati o n w a s pl a c e d u n d er t h e 

Mi ni str y of L o c al G o v er n m e nt t o h a n dl e t h e d at a 

c oll e cti o n c o m p o n e nt of t h e r e gi str ati o n, w hil e t h e 

C e ntr al B ur e a u of St ati sti c s, n o w G h a n a St ati sti c al 

S er vi c e, h a n dl e d t h e d at a pr o c e s si n g. 

I n 1 9 7 2, t h e Birt h s a n d D e at h s R e gi str y w a s 

a s si g n e d t o t h e Mi ni str y of Fi n a n c e u n d er t h e 

dir e ct s u p er vi si o n of t h e g o v er n m e nt st ati sti ci a n. 

H o w e v er, i n 1 9 8 4, u n d er t h e g o v er n m e nt p oli c y 

of d e c e ntr ali z ati o n, t h e r e gi str y r e v ert e d t o t h e 

Mi ni str y of L o c al G o v er n m e nt, n o w k n o w n a s 

t h e Mi ni str y of L o c al G o v er n m e nt a n d R ur al 

D e v el o p m e nt. 1 4

T h e ot h er mi ni stri e s a n d a g e n ci e s r e s p o n si bl e f or 

n otif yi n g a n d r e gi str ati o n of vit al e v e nt s ar e t h e 

f oll o wi n g:

 T h e G h a n a H e alt h S er vi c e i s a n a ut o n o m o u s 

e x e c uti v e a g e n c y r e s p o n si bl e f or i m pl e m e nti n g 

n ati o n al p oli ci e s u n d er t h e c o ntr ol of t h e Mi ni st er 

f or H e alt h t hr o u g h it s g o v er ni n g c o u n cil, t h e 

G h a n a H e alt h S er vi c e C o u n cil, w hi c h n oti ffi e s t h e 

e v e nt s h a p p e ni n g i n h e alt h f a ciliti e s.

 T h e R e gi str ar- G e n er al’ s D e p art m e nt, u n d er 

t h e Mi ni str y of J u sti c e a n d Att or n e y G e n er al’ s 

D e p art m e nt, i s r e s p o n si bl e f or m arri a g e 

r e gi str ati o n.

L e gi sl ati v e fr a m e w or k

T h e l a w s g o v er ni n g ci vil r e gi str ati o n i n G h a n a 

i n cl u d e t h e R e gi str ati o n of Birt h s a n d D e at h s A ct, 

1 9 6 5 ( A ct 3 0 1). 

Vit al e v e nt s i n di c at e d i n l e gi sl ati o n i n cl u d e birt h, 

d e at h, m arri a g e, di v or c e, a n d a d o pti o n, c o v eri n g 

all l e g al g e o gr a p hi c ar e a s of G h a n a a n d it s e ntir e 

p o p ul ati o n, i n cl u di n g n o n - citi z e n s a n d r ef u g e e s, 

wit h pr o vi si o n s f or t h e c oll e cti o n of vit al st ati sti c s. 
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M a n a g e m e nt, or g a ni z ati o n, 
a n d  o p er ati o n s

T h e d e m o gr a p hi c e v e nt s t h at ar e c urr e ntl y c o v er e d 

b y t h e ci vil r e gi str ati o n s y st e m i n cl u d e li v e birt h, 

d e at h, m arri a g e, di v or c e, a n d a d o pti o n, alt h o u g h 

s y n c hr o ni z ati o n of d e fi niti o n s wit h t h e d e ffi niti o n s 

s u g g e st e d b y t h e U nit e d N ati o n s i s o nl y d o n e f or 

li v e birt h s a n d d e at h s s o f ar.

N ati o n al C R V S s y st e m s c o or di n ati o n 
m e c h a ni s m s

T h er e i s a n ati o n al c o or di n ati o n m e c h a ni s m i n 

pl a c e t h at pr o vi d e s a f or u m f or st a k e h ol d er s 

i n C R V S s y st e m s. T h e c o or di n ati o n c o m mitt e e 

i s m a d e u p of m e m b er s fr o m t h e f oll o wi n g 

i n stit uti o n s: 

 Birt h s a n d D e at h s R e gi str y;

 G h a n a H e alt h S er vi c e;

 G h a n a St ati sti c al S er vi c e; a n d

 N ati o n al I d e nti fi c ati o n A ut h orit y.

T h er e i s n o l a w or ot h er i n str u m e nt ( s u c h a s 

a m e m or a n d u m of u n d er st a n di n g or t er m s of 

r ef er e n c e) f or t h e e st a bli s h m e nt a n d f u n cti o ni n g of 

t h e c o or di n ati n g c o m mitt e e.

A d mi ni str ati v e -l e v el r e gi str ati o n c e ntr e s

T h e l o w e st a d mi ni str ati v e l e v el i s t h e c o m m u nit y 

l e v el. 

A c c e s si bilit y of ci vil r e gi str ati o n s er vi c e s

A c c e s si bilit y of l o c al ci vil r e gi str ati o n o ffi c e s 

i n G h a n a still r e m ai n s a c h all e n g e, wit h littl e 

i nf or m ati o n a v ail a bl e o n t h e n u m b er of s er vi c e 

p oi nt s, l o c al ci vil r e gi str ati o n o ffi c e s, a n d l o c al 

r e gi str ar s c o u ntr y wi d e.

R e gi str ati o n of vit al e v e nt s

Ci vil r e gi str ati o n a n d vit al st ati sti c s p h y si c al 

d o c u m e nt s ar e pr e p ar e d s e p ar at el y. Vit al st ati sti c s 

r e c or d s ar e pr e p ar e d s e p ar at el y.

T h e c at e g ori e s of r e gi st er s ar e:

 A r e gi st er of birt h s;

 A m arri a g e r e gi st er;

 A r e gi st er of d e at h s; a n d

 A r e gi st er of mi s c ell a n e o u s a ct s (lif e c erti fi c at e, 

r e si d e n c e c erti fi c at e, c erti fi c at e of n o n -

r e m arri a g e, et c.).

R e c or di n g of d e m o gr a p hi c e v e nt s c urr e ntl y c o v er s 

all s e g m e nt s of t h e c o u ntr y’ s p o p ul ati o n a n d all 

g e o gr a p hi c al r e gi o n s of t h e c o u ntr y. T h e e sti m at e d 

c o m pl et e n e s s of e v e nt r e gi str ati o n i s s h o w n i n 

T a bl e 1.

T a bl e 1: E sti m at e d c o m pl et e n e s s of 
p o p ul ati o n e v e nt r e gi str ati o n.

E v e nt

C o m pl et e n e s s 1 5  of r e c or d

2 0 1 6 2 0 1 7 2 0 1 8

Li v e birt h 6 3 %  6 4 % 7 0 %

M arri a g e N / A  N / A  N / A

Di v or c e N / A  N / A  N / A

D e at h 1 8 % 1 7 % 1 6 %

B a c kl o g of u nr e gi st er e d birt h s

T h e c o u ntr y h a s a b a c kl o g 1 6 of u nr e gi st er e d birt h s 

r e pr e s e nti n g u p t o 3 0 p er c e nt of t h e p o p ul ati o n. 

S a m pl e r e gi str ati o n f or m s

S a m pl e f or m s ar e al s o a v ail a bl e o n t h e U NI C E F 

G h a n a w e b sit e:

 Birt h r e gi str ati o n f or m – d at a. u ni c ef.

or g / w p - c o nt e nt / u pl o a d s / 2 0 1 7 / 1 2 /

birt h R e g F or m G h a n a. p df  

 Birt h c erti fi c at e – d at a. u ni c ef. or g / w p - c o nt e nt /

u pl o a d s / 2 0 1 7 / 1 2 / birt h C erti fi c at e G h a n a. p df   

https://data.unicef.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/birthRegFormGhana.pdf
https://data.unicef.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/birthRegFormGhana.pdf
https://data.unicef.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/birthRegFormGhana.pdf
https://data.unicef.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/birthCertificateGhana.pdf
https://data.unicef.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/birthCertificateGhana.pdf
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Vi t al s t a ti s ti c s s y s t e m

Vit al st ati sti c s

G h a n a St ati sti c al S er vi c e h a s t h e l e g al m a n d at e f or 

t h e c oll e cti o n, c o m pil ati o n, a n al y si s, p u bli c ati o n, 

a n d di s s e mi n ati o n of vit al st ati sti c s a n d t h e 

c o or di n ati o n of t h e n ati o n al st ati sti c al s y st e m. 

G h a n a St ati sti c al S er vi c e al s o c oll e ct s st ati sti c s o n 

c a u s e s of d e at h. 

Vit al st ati sti c s o n li v e birt h s a n d d e at h s ar e 

c o m pil e d fr o m t h e ci vil r e gi str ati o n s y st e m a n d vit al 

st ati sti c s r e p ort s ar e p u bli s h e d.

C a u s e s of d e at h

I n G h a n a, t h e c a u s e - of - d e at h i nf or m ati o n i s 

c oll e ct e d t hr o u g h t h e ci vil r e gi str ati o n s y st e m, 

e s p e ci all y f or i n stit uti o n al d e at h s ( T a bl e 2). 

F or n o n -i n stit uti o n al d e at h s, v er b al a ut o p s y t o ol s 

or m et h o d s ar e u s e d f or c oll e cti n g c a u s e - of -

d e at h i nf or m ati o n a n d t h e c a u s e of d e at h i s c o d e d 

a c c or di n g t o t h e I nt er n ati o n al Cl a s si fi c ati o n of 

Di s e a s e s v er si o n 1 0 (I C D - 1 0). H o w e v er, n o r e p ort o n 

t h e c a u s e s of d e at h h a s b e e n p u bli s h e d.

Ot h er s o ur c e s i n di c at e t h e i nf a nt m ort alit y r at e at 

3 6. 1 1 d e at h s p er 1, 0 0 0 li v e birt h s i n 2 0 1 7 ( Fi g ur e 1). 

R e gi str ati o n f e e s

Ti m el y r e gi str ati o n of vit al e v e nt s i s fr e e of c h ar g e, 

b ut l at e r e gi str ati o n i n c ur s a f e e. T h er e i s al s o a 

c o st f or i s s ui n g vit al e v e nt s c erti ffi c at e s. 

I n c e nti v e s f or r e gi str ati o n of vit al e v e nt s: S o m e of 

t h e i n c e nti v e s f or r e c or di n g d e m o gr a p hi c e v e nt s 

ar e t h e f oll o wi n g: 

 Birt h r e gi str ati o n i s a c o m p ul s or y r e q uir e m e nt f or 

e s s e nti al s er vi c e s ( h e alt h c ar e, e d u c ati o n, a n d 

s o ci o - e c o n o mi c b e n e fit s); a n d

 A c e m et er y r e gi st er w a s cr e at e d at t h e di stri ct 

l e v el t o e n s ur e t h at n o b uri al t a k e s pl a c e wit h o ut 

it s r e gi str ati o n.

S o ci al f a ct or s a ffi e cti n g r e gi str ati o n of vit al 

e v e nt s:  S o m e of t h e s o ci al f a ct or s t h at i n ffi u e n c e 

t h e r e c or di n g of d e m o gr a p hi c e v e nt s i n G h a n a 

i n cl u d e t h e f oll o wi n g: 

 T h er e i s n o i m m e di at e u s e f or ci vil r e gi str ati o n 

d o c u m e nt s;

 S o m e of t h e r e gi str ati o n c e ntr e s ar e n ot e a sil y 

a c c e s si bl e, e s p e ci all y i n t h e r ur al ar e a s d u e t o 

l o n g di st a n c e; a n d

 T h er e i s s o m eti m e s a l a c k of k n o wl e d g e o n t h e 

p art of t h e p u bli c a s t o t h e n e e d a n d b e n e fit s of 

r e gi st eri n g vit al e v e nt s. 

T a bl e 2: C a u s e - of - d e at h i nf or m ati o n c oll e cti o n t hr o u g h t h e ci vil r e gi str ati o n s y st e m.

C a u s e of d e at h ( C O D)

I s C O D i nf or m ati o n c oll e ct e d 

t hr o u g h t h e ci vil r e gi str ati o n 

s y st e m ?

I s t h e St a n d ar d I nt er n ati o n al 

F or m of M e di c al C erti fi c at e 

of C O D f or r e c or di n g d e at h s 

u s e d ?

F or d e at h s o c c urri n g i n h e alt h 

f a ciliti e s
Y e s Y e s

F or n at ur al d e at h s o c c urri n g i n 

t h e c o m m u niti e s
N o N o

F or n o n - n at ur al d e at h s o c c urri n g 

i n t h e c o m m u niti e s
N o N o
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Figure 1: Infant mortality rate — Ghana.

Source: childmortality.org/data/Ghana, UN Inter-agency Group for Child Mortality Estimation 

The Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation lists the leading causes of death in 2009  

and in 2019 in Figure 2.

Figure 2: Leading causes of death in 2009 and in 2019.

Source: healthdata.org/ghana

Deaths per 1000 live births Estimation model: MLT North

2009 ranking 2019 ranking

Malaria Malaria -33.9%

HIV/AIDS Stroke 25.2%

Neonatal disorders Lower respiratory infect -0.5%

Lower respiratory infect Neonatal disorders -18.6%

Stroke Ischemic heart disease 37.6%

Tuberculosis HIV/AIDS -32.6%

Ischemic heart disease Tuberculosis -12.0%

Diarrheal diseases Diarrheal diseases -13.1%

Cirrhosis Diabetes 24.6%

Diabetes Cirrhosis 12.3%

% change, 2009-2019
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Digitization

Computerization

Ghana, through the e-government strategy called 

eGhana, has created an enabling environment 

through the e-government network infrastructure, 

the data centre, and server infrastructure, and has 

established the e-services portal. 

The transfer of vital statistics data from the civil 

registration system to the office responsible for 

compiling vital statistics is done electronically.

Online registration services at 
health facilities 

The health sector under the Ghana Health Service 

is mandated to notify all births and deaths, using 

the institutional forms provided by the Births and 

Deaths Registry. Current institutional deliveries 

in health facilities are at 73 percent and births 

attended by skilled health staff were reported at 

78 percent of the total in 2017, according to UNICEF.

Mobile technology application

Mobile technology is employed in the notification 

of occurrence of vital events. 

Unique identification number

There is an existing identification (ID) system, which 

is linked to the civil registration system. The ID 

is issued by the National Identification Authority 

(NIA) under the Office of the President. To acquire 

a national ID, applicants must submit one of the 

following documents: birth certificate, marriage 

certificate, or citizenship certificate. National ID 

enrolment is mandatory for all residents of Ghana 

over 15 years of age, regardless of citizenship 

status.17

In 2006, Act 707 established the NIA as the 

sole authority responsible for the enrolment of 

individuals in the program and for the issuance 

of national identity cards. The NIA is also required 

to establish a biometric-based national identity 

register. Sections 18 and 73 of Acts 707 and 750, 

respectively, state that NIA will craft regulations to 

create, maintain, provide, and promote the use of 

national identity cards.

There is a data protection law in place. Under 

Ghana’s Data Protection Act of 2012 (Act 843), a data 

protection commission was set up and functions 

as an independent statutory body to protect the 

privacy of the individual and personal data by 

regulating the processing of personal information. 

The commission is responsible for the process to 

obtain, hold, use, or disclose personal information, 

and for other issues related to the protection of 

personal data.

Population register

Digitization of historical registration 
records

There are ongoing efforts by the Births and Deaths 

Registry to digitize manual historical registration 

records. 

Link with identification system

The existing ID system is linked to the civil 

registration system. In the current institutional 

arrangement between ID and civil registration, 

apart from consultation frameworks, there are 

currently no formalized functional relationships.
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I m p r o v e m e n t i ni ti a ti v e s 
a n d e x t e r n al s u p p o r t

I m pr o v e m e nt pl a n a n d b u d g et

Str at e gi c pl a n

T h er e i s n o n ati o n al C R V S i m pr o v e m e nt str at e gi c 

pl a n s o f ar i n G h a n a. H o w e v er, a c o m pr e h e n si v e 

a s s e s s m e nt of t h e C R V S s y st e m s i n G h a n a w a s 

u n d ert a k e n i n 2 0 1 5. 1 8

B u d g et ar y all o c ati o n s a n d r e q uir e m e nt s

I n fi s c al y e ar 2 0 2 0 – 2 0 2 1, t h e b u d g et all o c at e d b y 

t h e St at e Tr e a s ur y t o t h e ci vil r e gi str ati o n s y st e m i s 

n ot pr o vi d e d. N o s p e ci ffi c a m o u nt i s i n di c at e d fr o m 

d e v el o p m e nt p art n er s pr o vi di n g i n - ki n d or ot h er 

s u p p ort.

A cti viti e s i d e nti fi e d a s hi g h pri oriti e s

N o a cti viti e s ar e i d e nti ffi e d i n t h e n ati o n al pl a n a s 

hi g h pri oriti e s f or l a c k of f u n di n g.

S o m e of t h e u p c o mi n g pri oriti e s i n t h e c o u ntr y’ s 

pl a n ni n g c y cl e f or t h e ci vil r e gi str ati o n o ffi c e 

i n cl u d e: 

 I n cr e a si n g t h e n u m b er of s er vi c e d eli v er y 

c e ntr e s;

 D e pl o yi n g t e c h n ol o g y i n t h e c oll e cti o n a n d 

pr o c e s si n g of vit al e v e nt s, i n cl u di n g e - s er vi c e s, 

e - p a y m e nt s, a n d s hi p m e nt s;

 I n cr e a si n g m o bilit y; a n d

 Str e n gt h e ni n g c oll a b or ati o n s wit h C R V S 

st a k e h ol d er s.

S u p p ort fr o m d e v el o p m e nt 
p art n er s

T h e i nt er n ati o n al or g a ni z ati o n s, n o n - g o v er n m e nt al 

or g a ni z ati o n s, a n d ot h er or g a ni z ati o n s t h at s u p p ort 

t h e i m pr o v e m e nt of t h e ci vil r e gi str ati o n s y st e m 

i n t h e c o u ntr y t h at ar e n ot p art of t h e g o v er n m e nt 

a d mi ni str ati o n i n G h a n a ar e li st e d i n T a bl e 3.

T a bl e 3: C R V S e xt er n al s u p p ort.

I nt er n ati o n al 

or g a ni z ati o n s, 

N G O s, a n d 

p art n er s M a n d at e

Bl o o m b er g 

P hil a nt hr o pi e s a n d 

Vit al Str at e gi e s

I m pr o v e d e at h r e gi str ati o n 

a n d c a u s e s of d e at h s 

at c o m m u nit y l e v el, 

n oti fi c ati o n, a n d v er b al 

a ut o p s y

W orl d B a n k A c c e s si bilit y, b a c kl o g 

c a pt ur e, c o m m u nit y -l e v el 

o p er ati v e s

U NI C E F I m pr o v e birt h r e gi str ati o n 

I n a d diti o n, t h e S e cr et ari at of t h e Afri c a Pr o gr a m m e 

o n A c c el er at e d I m pr o v e m e nt of Ci vil R e gi str ati o n 

a n d Vit al St ati sti c s ( A P AI - C R V S) a n d it s p art n er s 

s u p p ort t h e G h a n a ci vil r e gi str ati o n s y st e m t hr o u g h 

 c a p a cit y b uil di n g;

 s e mi n ar s a n d w or k s h o p s o n e m er gi n g tr e n d s 

( s u c h a s i s s u e s wit h s urr o g a c y, w hi c h i s 

b e c o mi n g c o m m o n i n Afri c a n c o u ntri e s); a n d 

 a d v o c ati n g f or g o v er n m e nt s t o i n v e st 

a d e q u at el y i n C R V S.
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C o n cl u si o n

T h e C R V S s y st e m s i n G h a n a ar e m ulti s e ct or al d u e 

t o t h e di fi er e nt a g e n ci e s b ei n g r e s p o n si bl e f or 

di ffi er e nt vit al e v e nt s, h e n c e t h e n e e d f or pr o p er 

a n d f u n cti o n al c o or di n ati o n m e c h a ni s m s. T hi s will 

pr o vi d e a pr o p er u n d er st a n di n g of t h e b u si n e s s 

pr o c e s s e s f or t h e di fi er e nt st a k e h ol d er s, ali g n t h e 

pri oriti e s, a n d e n s ur e a h ar m o ni z e d a p pr o a c h t o 

di ffi er e nt C R V S i niti ati v e s. Hi g h -l e v el c o m mit m e nt s 

h a v e b e e n m a d e t o i m pr o vi n g ci vil r e gi str ati o n a n d 

vit al st ati sti c s.

S o m e of t h e k e y l e s s o n s t o l e ar n fr o m G h a n a 

i n cl u d e t h e f oll o wi n g:

 T h e G h a n a H e alt h S er vi c e i s u s e d f or n oti ffi c ati o n 

of vit al e v e nt s o c c urri n g i n h e alt h f a ciliti e s. 

 T h er e i s a D at a Pr ot e cti o n A ct of 2 0 1 2  ( A ct 8 4 3) 

i n pl a c e a n d a d at a pr ot e cti o n c o m mi s si o n 

f u n cti o n s a s a n i n d e p e n d e nt st at ut or y b o d y t o 

pr ot e ct t h e pri v a c y of t h e i n di vi d u al a n d p er s o n al 

d at a b y r e g ul ati n g t h e pr o c e s si n g of p er s o n al 

i nf or m ati o n. 

T h e c urr e nt pri oriti e s f or C R V S i n G h a n a i n cl u d e 

i n cr e a si n g s er vi c e d eli v er y, d e pl o yi n g t e c h n ol o g y, 

a n d str e n gt h e ni n g t h e c o or di n ati o n b et w e e n t h e 

di fi er e nt st a k e h ol d er s. 
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Resources

Websites

Births and Deaths Registry:  

mlgrd.gov.gh/posts/departments/60-birth-

deaths-registry/?plugin=100

Data Protection Commission:  

dataprotection.org.gh

Ghana Statistical Service: statsghana.gov.gh

National Identification Authority:  

nia.gov.gh/about.html

Registrar-General’s Department: rgd.gov.gh/

UNICEF – Ghana: data.unicef.org/country/gha

World Health Organization (WHO) – Ghana:  

who.int/countries/gha/en

World Bank – Ghana: data.worldbank.org/

country/ghana?view=chart

Additional materials

Ghana e-Government Interoperability Framework. 

ghanahealthservice.org/downloads/Ghana_

eGIF_Main.pdf

Ghana Statistical Service. 2015. Civil Registration 

and Vital Statistics System in Ghana: Report on the 

Comprehensive Assessment. statsghana.gov.gh/

docfiles/publications/CRVS%20Assessment%20

Report%20Final_%2018.04.17.pdf 

Government of Ghana. 1965. Registration of Births 

and Deaths Act. Laws of Ghana. refworld.org/

docid/548edaf74.html

http://www.mlgrd.gov.gh/posts/departments/60-birth-deaths-registry/?plugin=100
http://www.mlgrd.gov.gh/posts/departments/60-birth-deaths-registry/?plugin=100
https://dataprotection.org.gh/
http://www.statsghana.gov.gh
https://nia.gov.gh/about.html
https://rgd.gov.gh/
https://data.unicef.org/country/gha/
https://www.who.int/countries/gha/en/
https://data.worldbank.org/country/ghana?view=chart
https://data.worldbank.org/country/ghana?view=chart
https://www.ghanahealthservice.org/downloads/Ghana_eGIF_Main.pdf
https://www.ghanahealthservice.org/downloads/Ghana_eGIF_Main.pdf
https://www2.statsghana.gov.gh/docfiles/publications/CRVS%20Assessment%20Report%20Final_%2018.04.17.pdf
https://www2.statsghana.gov.gh/docfiles/publications/CRVS%20Assessment%20Report%20Final_%2018.04.17.pdf
https://www2.statsghana.gov.gh/docfiles/publications/CRVS%20Assessment%20Report%20Final_%2018.04.17.pdf
https://www.refworld.org/docid/548edaf74.html
https://www.refworld.org/docid/548edaf74.html
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https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/28310
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/28310
https://www2.statsghana.gov.gh/docfiles/publications/CRVS%20Assessment%20Report%20Final_%2018.04.17.pdf
https://www2.statsghana.gov.gh/docfiles/publications/CRVS%20Assessment%20Report%20Final_%2018.04.17.pdf


C E N T R E O F  E XC E L L E N C E
f or C R V S S y st e m s

L E C E N T R E D’ E X C E L L E N C E
s ur l e s s y st è m e s E S E C

w w w. C R V S s y st e m s. c a

http://www.CRVSsystems.ca

	SNAPSHOT OF CIVIL REGISTRATION AND VITAL STATISTICS SYSTEMS OF GHANA 
	Program information
	About the Centre of Excellence for CRVS Systems
	About the International Development Research Centre (IDRC)

	Introduction
	Brief country profile
	CRVS dimensions
	Civil registration system
	Legislative framework
	Management, organization, and operations

	Vital statistics system
	Vital statistics
	Causes of death

	Digitization
	Computerization
	Population register

	Improvement initiatives and external support
	Improvement plan and budget
	Support from development partners

	Conclusion
	Resources
	Websites
	Additional materials

	Endnotes




