
A new link forged in research for development 

cry early in its life, IDRC’S Gover- 
nors realized that they had to be 
selectiveabout itspriorities.They 

decided, therefore, that IDRC should em- 
phawe that section of its mandate which 
calls for developing countries to be assisi- 
ed “to build up the research capabilities, 
the ~nncwat~ve skills, and the institutions 
requiredtosolvetheir problems.” With this 
focus, the Centre’s approach has been to 
seek lo ensure that the need to conduct 
research, the capacity to underlake 
research, and the research process itself 
are melded Into a whole in developing 
countries. 

Whatever final assessments are made 
of iDnc-funded research, the Centre’s 
activities have already resulted in estab- 
lishing a place for research in the develop- 
ment process. This is a remarkable 
achievement, because in many developing 
countries the research community has 
been considered remote from the burly 
burly of pain and growth. In some coun- 
tries, the research community itself some- 
times gave the imprewon that it was des- 
perately trying to substantiate the accusa- 
tion. IDRC is helping to change these 
attitudes and orientations. 

As a complement to its primary focus. it 
also sought the assistance of Canadian 
researchers where such assistance was 
expected lo enhance the work of develop- 
ing country researchers. As of last Sep- 
tember. IDRC had funded 67 development- 
related research projects I” Canada. 
Approximately half were in agriculture and 
related sciences. Thus, cooperation has 
been established in many fields between 
universities in Canada and instilutlons in 
developing countries. Several Canadian 
scientists have been assooated with a 
network of developing country projects 
over a long period. SomeCentre staff have 
been located at &nadian universities, and 
young developing country researchers 
have been able to improve their skills 
through fellowship programs in Canada. 

While the Centre’s primary focus re- 
mains unchanged, the opporlunlty for 
greater involvement by the Canadian 
researchcommunityininternat~onaldevel- 
opment and cooperation has now been 
provided. At UNCSTD (United Nations Con- 
ference on Science and Technology for 
Development), in August 1979, Canada 
responded affirmatively to the proposal for 
cooperative programs called for in the 
Vienna Programme of Action by announc- 
ing that “lhe Government of Canada has 
decided to adopt a policy encouraging the 
application of our domestic research and 
development capabilities to the solution of 
problems of the developing countries. The 
Government has specIfically stipulated 
that such Canadian resources should 
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ERNEST COREA 

A Cooperative Programs Unit has been 
setupaspartof the,DRCPresident’soffice. 
and preparatory work has been going on so 
that research linkages could be set in 
place as soon as funds are available in 
Aprrl 1981. The figure of $Cdn 12 millIon 
menlloned by Senator Martial Asselin at 
UNCSTD was a target toward which, one 
presumes, the Government of Canada WIII 
move. The amount available for coopera- 
tive research projects in 1981182 will be 
relatively modest: $1 million. 

wherever possible be applied through 
cooperative or joint researchanddevelop- 
ment ventures with organizations in devel- 
oping countries or regions with the aim of 
enhancing their indigenous capabIlitIes ” 

Later. the Government invited ~DRC to 
serve as the focal point of the new activity. 
After careful deliberation, the Centre’s 
Board of Governors accepted the invita- 
tion, on the understanding that the pro- 
posed new activity would be additional to 
established program activity. but should 
mainlain the prrnc~ple of responsiveness to 
developing-country needs 

The opportunity for the Canadian re- 
search community to be directly involved 
in development-oriented research arises 
from the assurance of annual funding ear- 
marked for this purpose. The challenge to 
the Canadian research community is to 
ensuw that collaborative research is truly 
collaborative in scope. substance, and 
form. The advantage to developing coun- 
tries is that they will have an avenue 
through which their requirements can be 
matched with Canadian expertise. To 
ensure that these strands are interwoven, 
the new activity will not be restricted to the 
Centre’s established program areas, but 
could be extended to other areas. 

EXPLORING 
RESEARCH LINKS 

On December 8 and 9. 1980. IDRC 
and Simon Fraser University co- 
sponsored a seminar on “Research 
for Third World Development”, in 
Vancouver, Canada The aims were 
to provide the research community 
in the provinces of Alberta and 
British Columbia with information on 
IDRC, and toshare information on the 
two provinces’ actual and potential 
research capacity for collaboration 
with Third World research vxtitu- 
mns. 

Divided into workshops, the more 
than 150 participants from universr- 
ties, colleges, government and pri- 
vate research centres explored 
research carried out in various 
agricultural areas such as aqua- 
culture, postproduction systems. 
and farming systems; in information- 
sharing; in training for Third World 
research, in social sciences; and in 
health fields such as fertility regula- 
tion methods and rural health care 
delivery. 

Similar seminars are bang 
planned for the Atlantic provinces 
and Quebec later in 1981. 

Proposals for cooperative research 
have already been made by institutions in, 
for instance, St Lucia-Barbados, Kenya. 
Ethiopia, and Malaysia. Some have estab- 
lished contact with Canadian counter- 
parts. and their proposals have been jointly 
formulated. In other cases. developing 
country institutions have stated the nature 
of the problem they wish to address, de- 
scribed both the awlability and the inade- 
quacy of local staff and facllitIes, and have 
asked whether they could be helped to find 
Canadian paitneis. Canadian InstItUtiOns 
could also take the iniliative, in which case 
it will be IDRC’S responsibility to determIne 
whether Canadian and developing country 
perceptions are compatible, and whether 
the project envisaged will be designed and 
carried out in a truly cooperative manner. 

William Tossell says in Partnership in 
deveiopmenf (see following article): “Most 
of the scientific capacity, and in particular 
most of the very specialized expertise and 
equipment. existing in the world today IS 
located in developed countries. An impOr- 
tant question is the extent to which thus 
expertise should be utilized to assist devel- 
oping countries At present it IS under- 
utilized.” At least as far as Canadians are 
concerned, that sltuatlon can now change. 
and Canadian researchers can be more 
directly Involved in processes that can be 
as exciting as they are professionally 
rewardrng. 0 

Ernest Corea is O~rectoi of the Cooperative Pro- 
grams Unrt alms. This arfick is extracted iiom 
a speech made at Simon Fraser Universrfyjsee 
bOX, 


