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Conclusion of the Evaluation of the 
Impacts of IDRC-funded Research Projects 

1. Background 
Until 1985,Thailand received monetary assistance from 

the. International Development Research Center (IDRC) to 
conduct research in different field. This assistance was 
made through the Department of Technology and Economic 
Cooperation,Thailand. Altogether, approximately 100 
projects were funded at the amount of Cnd $ 12.25 millions 
or 233 million baht. These research projects covered the 
areas of education,public health and nutrition,agriculture, 
population,,administration,water resources, etc. A number 
of these research project were already completed while 
some are still on-going at present. 

There is a tendency that the IDRC will continue the 
assistance. Thus,for the efficiency in determining the 
policies, methods and models for the support, and hence 
for the benefits of country development,the DTEC sees that 
it is important to evaluate the impacts of these 
project,and to find a means to extend the research results 
at the fullest extent. 

2. Objectives of the Evaluation 
Besides evaluating the impacts of the research 

project and determining a means for the research projects 
to create most beneficial impacts for the development of 
the country, this evaluation also aims at finding specific 
answers to these questions:- 

1) Are the information and data from these projects 
utilized ? and to what extent? 

2) Is the utilization of the research results 
effective? How? 

3) Are there any potentials of the research results? 
What are they? 

4) What should be the next step of implementation to 
make the potentials viable? 

3. Scope of the Evaluation 
The evaluation has been carried out in three 

separate groups, ie., the evaluation of research projects 
on social sciences; on public health,and on agriculture. 
The DTEC has appointed evaluator teams from Chulalongkorn, 
Mahido1,and Kasetsart University to conduct the 
evaluation. 

The titles of the projects under each group are : -  
1. Research projects on social sciences: 

- Research for the Development of Provincial 
education Planning (RDPEP), carried out by the National 
Education Committee and the Office of the Permanent 
Secretary,Ministry of Education, 1983-1985. 



- Land Distribution and Employment (LDE), 
carried out by the Agricultural Land Reform Office, 1979- 
1980. 

- A study on Collection and Storage of Roof 
Runoff for Drinking Purposes (SCSRR), conducted by a 
research team from Faculty of Engineering, Khon Kaen 
University,1980-1982. 

2. Research project on agriculture 
- Vegetable Seed Production in Opium and Rice- 

Based Agriculture (VSP),conducted by the Department of 
Horticulture,Faculty of Agriculture, Chiangmai University. 

- Groundnut Sheller and Stripper Project (GSSP), 
Conducted by the Department of Agricultural Engineering, 
Faculty of Engineering,Khon Kaen University. 

- Home-processed Legume (HPL), carried out by 
the Department of Agricultural Products, faculty of 
Agriculture, Khon Kaen University. 

- Cassava Nutrition (CN),- conducted by the 
Department of Animal Science, Faculty of Agriculture, Khon 
Kaen University. 

- Cropping System (Thailand) Project 
(CSTP),carried out by Farming Research Institute, 
Department of Agriculture, and the Department of Field 
Crops, Faculty of Agriculture, Kasetsart University. 

3. Research projects on public health 
- Food Supplement Project (FSP), performed by 

the Nutritional Research Institute, Mahidol University. 
- Improvement of Dermatological Practice in 

Thailand (IDPT), conducted by Institute of Dermatilogy, 
Department of Medicine. 

- Development of Appropriate and Economic System 
for Hospital Wastewater (DAES), carried out by Division of 
Environmental Health,Department of Health. 

4 .  Results of the Evaluation 
The impacts of different research projects have been 

evaluated and can be concluded according to the evaluation 
objectives as follows:- 

4.1 Research projects on social sciences 
4.1.1 The utilization of research results 

Because the three projects in this group were 
pilot projects-never carried out before-there were many 
direct impacts. Firstly, the research model has been 
applied all over the country. For example,the model 
developed by the RDPEP has been used by the Ministry of 
Education as an example for provincial education planning; 
the questionnaire used in the LDE Project has been 
adjusted and used by the Agricultural Land Reform Office 
as a tool for data collection. Secondly, the information 
from the research projects has been used in decision 
making. For example, the information from RDPEP has 
initiated continuting projects such as Information System 
Development Project and Planning Personnel Development 



P r o j e c t ;  t h e  d a t a  f r o m  L D E  p r o j e c t  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  i n  
s t i p u l a t i n g  l a n d  r e f o r m  a r e a s .  A s  f o r  SCSRR P r o j e c t ,  t h e  
i d e a s  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  a s  a t r e n d  t o w a r d  e x t e n s i v e  o r  
r e l a t e d  p r o j e c t s  s u c h  a s  "Long- t e rm B e h a v i o u r  o f  
B a m b o o - R e i n f o r c e d  C o n c r e t e w ,  " V i l l a g e  L e v e l  W a t e r  S t o r a g e  
a n d  U t i l i z a t i o n  P r a c t i c e s  i n  N o r t h e a s t  T h a i l a n d " ,  a n d  
"Water C o n t a m i n a t i o n "  w h i c h  a r e  s u p p o r t e d  b y  CIDA,PDA,and 
I D R C  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

4 . 1 . 2  The e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  r e s e a r c h  
r e s u l t s  

The  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e , s u l t s  o f  r e s e a r c h  
on  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s  w a s  q u i t , e  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  T h i s  c a n  b e  
s e e n  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n s ,  b o t h  f i v e - y e a r  
a n d  a n n u a l l y ;  w h i c h  a r e  b a s e d  on  t h e  m e t h o d s  i n s t r u c t e d  i n  
t h e  two m a n u a l s  p r o d u c e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  RDEPE P r o j e c t .  
L D E  P r o j e c t  a l s o  e n a b l e d  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Land Refo rm 
O f f i c e  t o  s t i p u l a t e  l a n d  r e f o r m  a r e a s  i n  a l m o s t  a l l  o f  t h e  
p r o v i n c e s  i n  T h a i l a n d .  

4 . 1 . 3  B u s i n e s s  p o t e n t i a l s  
The  r e s e a r c h  on s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s  i n v o l v e d  t h e  

s t a t e ' s  p l a n n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ;  t h u s , t h e r e  was n o  b u s i n e s s  
p o t e n t i a l .  The c o n t i n u i n g  p r o j e c t  f r o m  SCSRR s .uch  a s  
"Long Term B e h a v i o u r  o f  Bamboo R e i n f o r c e d  C o n c r e t e  
P r o j e c t "  c o u l d  h a v e  s u c h  p o t e n t i a l s ,  H o w e v e r , t h e  p r o j e c t  
i s  o u t  o f  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h i s  e v a l u a t i o n .  

4 . 2  R e s e a r c h  on A g r i c u l t u r e  
4 . 2 . 1  The  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  r e s e a r c h  r e s u l t s  

E v e r y  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  u n d e r  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  
h a v e  a c h i e v e d  i t s  aims. Most  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  a r e  i n  
a b s t r a c t  f o r m ,  e g . ,  s e e d  p r o d u c t i o n  t e c h n o l o g y , c o w p e a  
p r o d u c t s  menu,  o r  t e c h n o l o g y  o f  u s i n g  c a s s a v a  p r o d u c t s  a s  
a n i m a l  n u t r i e n t s .  T h e r e  i s  o n l y  o n e  c o n c r e t e  o b j e c t ,  i e . ,  
a  u s a b l e  m a c h i n e  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  w h i c h  c a n  b e  m e a s u r e d .  

4 . 2 . 2  The e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  
r e s e a r c h  r e s u l t s  

S i n c e  m o s t  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  a r e  a b s t r a c t , t h e i r  
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  d e p e n d s  on o t h e r  f a c t o r s .  I n  HPL p r o j e c t ,  
t h e  cowpea  p r o d u c t s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  w i d e s p r e a d  b e c a u s e  o f  
t h e  s c a r c i t y  o f  raw m a t e r i a l s  a n d  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  
c h a n g i n g  t h e  f a r m e r s '  e a t i n g  h a b i t s .  The  t e c h n o l o g y  f r o m  
C N  P r o j e c t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  u s e d  w i d e l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  
i n c r e a s i n g  p r i c e  o f  c a s s a v a .  I n  GSSP P r o j e c t ,  t h e  
w i d e s p r e a d  u s e  o f  m a c h i n e r y  h a s , b e e n  s a t u r a t e d .  

4 . 2 . 3  B u s i n e s s  p o t e n t i a l s  
The  m a c h i n e r y  i n v e n t e d  u n d e r  GSSF P r o j e c t  

c a n  b e  p r o d u c e d  on a  c o m m e r c i a l  s c a l e , p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
is a  demand i n  t h e  m a r k e t .  

4 . 2 . 4  M e t h o d s  t o  make  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  v i a b l e  
A f e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d y  i n  t e r m s  o f  e c o n o m i c s  

a n d  m a r k e t i n g  must.  b e  c a r r i e d  o u t .  M o r e o v e r ,  t . e s t i n g s  a n d  
i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  f i n d i n g s  s h o u l d  b e  d o n e  s o  
t h a t  t h e y  m e e t  w i t h  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  m a r k e t  b e f o r e  a n y  
c o m m e r c i a l  i n v e s t m e n t .  



4 . 3  R e s e a r c h  on P u b l i c  H e a l t h  
4 . 3 . 1  The u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  r e s e a r c h  r e s u l t s  

FSP p r o j e c t  p r o d u c e d  s u p p l e m e n t a r y  f o o d  f o r m u l a  
f r o m  a m i x t u r e  o f  r i c e , p e a s , a n d  s e s a m e .  However ,  t h e i r  
p r o d u c t i o n  c e a s e d  a f t e r  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  
b e c a u s e  no  c o n t i n u i n g  e f f o r t  h a d  b e e n  made t.o m o t i v a t e  i t .  
The  u s e f u l n e s s  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  i s  t h e  s e t t i n g  up  o f  a 
p o l i c y  t o w a r d s  t h e  n e c e s s i t . ~  f o r  n e e d y  c h i l d r e n  t o  h a v e  
s u p p l e m e n t a r y  f o o d '  a  p o l i c y  w h i c h  h a s  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  l u n c h  
p r o j e c t s  f o r  s c h o o l c h i l d r e n  a n d  P r o v i n c i a l  H e a l t h ' s  
S u p p l e m e n t  Food P r o j e c t .  

IDPT P r o j e c t  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  
g e n e r a l  p h y s i c i a n s  i n  d e r m a t o l o g y , h a s  p r o d u c e d  a m a n u a l  on 
common s k i n  d i s e a s e s  a n d  a  c a s e  h i s t o r y  f o r m  f o r  s k i n -  
d i s e a s e d  p a t i e n t s .  E v a l u a t i o n  made f r o m  u s e r s  h a s  shown 
t h a t  t h e  m a n u a l  a n d  t h e  c a s e  h i s t o r y  f o r m  a r e  v e r y  u s e f u l .  
They h a v e  b e e n  a p p l i e d  i n  h o s p i t a l s  b y  t h e  t r a i n e e s  who 
h a v e  b e e n  t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o r g a n i z e d  by t h e  p r o j e c t .  

DAES p r o j e c t ' s  f i n d i n g  h a s  h e e n  a w a s t e  w a t e r  
t r e a t m e n t  s y s t e m  w h i c h  is  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  b o t h  t h e  
d e s i g n e r s  a n d  t h e  u s e r s .  A t e c h n i q u e  o f  m a k i n g  a n d  u s i n g  
f e r r o c e m e n t .  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  o b t a i n e d .  The. i n f o r m a t , i o n  o f  
t h e  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  h a s  b e e n  p r o v i d e d  t o  i n t e r e s t e d  
s e c t i o n s  o r  t h o s e  who w a n t  t o  a d o p t  t h e  s y s t e m ;  b y  t h e  
D i v i s i o n  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  H e a l t h  a n d  Ayudhya H o s p i t a l .  
M o r e o v e r s t h e  h o s p i t a l  a l s o  g i v e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  use. 
a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  w a s t e  w a t e r  t r e a t m e n t  s y s t e m  t.o t h e  
h o s p i t a l ' s  o f f i c e r s ,  t h e  p a t i e n t s  a n d  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s .  

4 . 3 . 2  The e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  
r e s e a r c h  r e s u l t s .  

The e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  r e s e a r c h  
r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  g r o u p  r e l i e d  on t h e  t e c h n i q u e s  a n d  
a p p r o a c h e s  o f  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  e a c h  p r o j e c t .  

FS P r o j e c t  d i s s e m i n a t e d  i t s  r e s u l t s  b y  
o r g a n i z i n g  c o n f e r e n c e s ,  b y  p r e s e n t i n g  a r t i c l e s  i n  
d i f f e r e n t  c o n f e r e n c e s ,  p u b l i s h i n g  a r t i c l e s  i n  p e r i o d f c a l s ,  
a n d  a r r a n g e d  m o n i t . o r i n g  t o u r s .  T h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  h a v e  
d i s s e m i n a t e d  t h e  r e s e a r c h  f i n d i n g s  on a  l a r g e  s c a l e , b o t h  
i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  a b r o a d .  

DAES P r o j e c t  h a s  c r e a t e d  a p o l i c y  t o  i n s t a l l  
t h e  w a s t e  w a t e r  t r e a t m e n t  s y s t e m  d e s i g n e d  by t h e  p r o j e c t .  
H o w e v e r y t h e  p o l i c y  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  i s  f o l l o w i n g  a g r a d u a l  
a p p r o a c h .  

F i n a l l y , I D P T  P r o j e c t  h a s  p r o v i d e d  a  p o l i c y  
t o w a r d s  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  g e n e r a l  p h y s i c i a n s '  c o m p e t e n c e  
i n  d e r m a t o l o g y .  The i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p o l i c y ,  on t h e  
o t h e r  h a n d ,  i s  not.  o b v i o u s .  

4 . 3 . 3  B u s i n e s s  p o t e n t i a l s  
I t  i s  v i e w e d  b y  t h e  e v a l u a t o r s  t h a t  

s u p p l e m e n t a r y  f o o d  f o r m u l a  d o  no t .  h a v e  b u s i n e s s  
p o t e n t i a l s .  Even g o v e r n m e n t a l .  p r a c t . i c e s  u s i n g  t h e  r e s u l t s  
o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t  h a v e  b e e n  l i m i t e d  by  t h e  s t a t e ' s  
c o n d i t i o n s .  

The b u s i n e s s  p o t e n t i a l  o f  TDPT P r o j e c t  is  t h e q  
(fl 

1,lflv.i" 



The business potential of IDPT Project is the 
trainings for general physicians in private hospitals and 
clinics. However,thorough considerations must be made as 
to the appropriatene'ss of such trainings. 

The obvious business potential of DAES Project 
is the possibility to introduce the waste water treatment 
system in factories, hotels, schools, and big buildings 
with a large number of residents or office workers 
(eg.,condominium, and office-condominium) 

4.3.4 Methods to make the potentials viable 
For IDPT Project, as already discussed, the 

appropriateness must be considered. 
The results from DAES Project should be able 

to be directly applied, or else,the results may be 
adjusted so that they are compatible to the target 
population before they can be applied. 

5 .  Conclusion 
All of the IDRC-funded research projects have 

achieved their aims. The results or findings have been 
utilized both as information for extending research 
projects,and as information yielding important policies 
for related departments or organizations. 

The degree of effectiveness of the utilization of 
research results varies from one project to 
another,depending on the nature of the project and its 
approaches in disseminating its results. When it is 
considered that. the evaluated projects are in the form of 
research work,the sufficiently-effective extension of 
their results should be satisfactory. 

The research projects on social sciences have no 
business potentials, owing to ;the fact that the projects 
were related to the State's planning activities. The 
research projects on agriculture and public health have 
some business potentials. Neverthel-ess, there are 
problems concerning the market, and the necessity to test 
or adjust the research results so that they really meet 
with the demands of the target population before 
application. 




