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Introduction

The “International Conference on the Convention on Biological Diver-
sity: National Interests and Global Imperatives’ was organized by the
African Centre for Technology Studies (ACTS) and the Stockholm
Environment Institute (SEI). It was held at the United Nations Environ-
ment Programme (UNEP) headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya (January 26—
29, 1993), as a follow-up to the Convention which was signed by 157
countries at the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development (UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro (June 314, 1992).

The Nairobi conference was essentially a dialogue between the re-
search community and policy-makers. At the Rio meeting, the devel-
oping countries saw to it that their major concerns were reflected in the
Convention. They relied on well-established principles such as sover-
eignty and fair distribution of global resources. The basic principles
having been established, more technical negotiations will follow. Thus,
the next level of negotiations will require considerable technical input.

Developing countries stand to benefit in future negotiations if they start
mobilizing their research institutions to prepare studies and generate
information that could assist in the implementation process. While the
researchers put their analytical minds to the details of the Convention,
they need the guidance of policy-makers on the practical aspects of
implementing the Convention at a national level. It is against this
background that the conference was organized, bringing together
researchers and policy-makers. To provide a conducive environment
for the free exchange of ideas, participants to the conference were
invited in their personal capacity and their views do not necessarily
represent the positions of their countries or institutions.

The conference built on:

* the Convention on Biological Diversity adopted by the
Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee on a Convention on
Biological Diversity (INC) and signed by 160 countries and the
European Economic Community (EEC) and ratified by six countries
including Canada and the People’s Republic of China;

* the outcome of UNCED as contained in Agenda 21; and

* expertise from the panels established by UNEP to prepare for the first
meeting of the International Committee of the Convention on
Biological Diversity (ICCBD) to be held in September 1993. The
conference was held in the framework of the WRI/UNEP/IUCN Global
Biodiversity Programme.
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The conference was attended by participants from 40 countries invited
in their individual capacity. The 140 participants came from state
agencies, inter-governmental organs, non-governmental organiza-
tions (NGOs), research institutions and the private sector. The dis-
cussions were based on 30 papers which were specifically solicited on
issues relating to national sovereignty, technology development and
transfer, financing mechanisms, the Convention’s relationships with
other agreements, the relationship between Parties and non-Parties,
implementation measures and interim measures. Those issues that
relate to the conservation of biodiversity per se will be addressed at the
Norway/UNEP Expert Conference on Biodiversity in Norway in May
1993. The two meetings, as well as the International Conference on
Biodiversity Country Studies held in Costa Rica in November 1992,
are part of the preparatory efforts to contribute to the first meeting of
the ICCBD.

The objectives of the conference were to:

1. identify ways of translating the Convention on Biological Diver-
sity into national and international implementation programmes;

2. generate ideas for the formulation and implementatiori of protocols
to the Convention and clarification of its provisions;

3. consider the establishment of the Global Biodiversity Forum
proposed in the WRI/UNEP/IUCN Global Biodiversity Strategy; and

4. assist research institutions in formulating research programmes

that will contribute to further negotiations on the Convention and
its implementation.

The following section presents the issues and proposals, which do not
necessarily represent a consensus among participants, which emerged

from the conference.




Issues and
Proposals
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Making an early start

There is an urgent need for all countries to ratify the Convention and to
introduce new legislation and administrative measures dealing with
issues such as the conservation of biodiversity, access to biological
resources, sharing of benefits from biological resources and biotech-
nology development.

The ratification of the Convention should be linked to the mobilization
of NGOs, local communities and indigenous peoples to fully participate
in the implementation process. National research institutions should be
more actively involved in assessing the requirements for the
1mplementat15n of the Convention and should work closely with
governmental agencies in developing national legislation on various
aspects of the implementation of the Convention.

Implementing the Convention will require decisive national actions to
introduce biodiversity concerns into the various economic sectors such
as agriculture, forestry, wildlife and fisheries to ensure the conservation
and sustainable use of biological resources. Equally, the role of agricul-
ture, forestry, fisheries and other sectoral activities in the management
of biodiversity should receive adequate attention in the implementation
of the Convention.

Implementing the Convention will require dialogues and open dis-
cussions at the national and regional levels to mobilize broad support
for the implementation process and provide a basis for identifying
issues that require attention. The relationships between the state on the
one hand, and NGOs, indigenous peoples and local communities on the
other, is critical to the implementation of the Convention and needs to
be urgently clarified and codified in legislation.

I{/The ability of nations to implement the Convention will depend partly

\on their human and institutional capacity to deal with the implemen-

tation measures. Developing countries require external support to

omplement local efforts in fields such as training, research and
institution-building. This will enable them to build up a critical mass of
professionals in the fields of biodiversity and to ensure competent and
sustained leadership at the national level.

Internattonal co- operatzon is essentlal for the 1mplementat10n of the
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issues of relevance to the Convention. However, many of the neces-
sary measures for the effective implementation of the Convention are
available at the national level. In this respect, governments will need
to put in place measures that facilitate the mobilization of such
scientific, technical, financial and human resources.

Regulating access to biological resources

While the Convention recognizes the notion of national sovereignty
over biological or natural resources, it also stresses the fact that the
conservation of such resources is acommon concern of humankind. In
this respect, every party to the Convention has an obligation to
safeguard these resources. Plant genetic resources found in tropical
countries were previously to some extent regarded as a ‘common
heritage of mankind’ which should be available to researchers and
foreign companies without restriction. But by the early 1980s, devel-
oping countries increasingly felt that it was unjust to allow multina-
tional corporations to obtain free genetic resources in order to develop
patented products that were then sold back to the developing countries
at high prices.

By the time the negotiations on the Convention began in 1990,

developing countries were firmly opposed to the ‘common heritage of
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mankind’ position. Instead, they sought to link multinational corpo-
rations’ access to genetic resources in the South to developing coun-
tries’ access to products developed in the North from those genetic
materials, arguing that access to genetic resources should be a matter for
‘mutual agreement between countries’. The developing countries there-
fore moved, successfully, to place access to plant genetic resources
under the principle of sovereign control of states, thus forcing corpora-
tions to negotiate with the state itself for access to the resources.

The success of that strategy was reflected in the Convention in the
adoption of Article 15 which recognizes the ‘sovereign rights of states
over their natural resources’ and gives national governments ‘authority
to determine access to genetic resources’ within their territories on
‘mutually agreed terms’. The Article also calls for ‘sharing in a fair and
equitable way the results of research and development and the benefits
arising from the commercial and other utilization of genetic resources
with the contracting party providing such resources.’

Previously, there were fewer economic incentives for developing
countries to undertake biodiversity conservation efforts, because they
had no way of capturing any significant proportion of the economic
benefitsderived from these resources. The above provisions are therefore

aimed at providing economic incentives for developing countries to
conserve those resources. The developed countries are majorbeneficiaries
of genetic resources found in developing countries because they are
better equipped to explore for valuable resources, develop new tech-
nologies based on the resources and commercialize the products. The
Convention provides a framework that may strengthen the power of
developing countries to negotiate for benefits from biological diversity.
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However, it will be up to individual nations to take appropriate
legislative and regulatory steps to achieve these benefits. From a
conservation standpoint, unless developing countries do see such
benefits from these resources, the political will to conserve them will
be less than might otherwise be the case.

There is a need to carefully examine and analyze the Convention’s
provisions on regulated access to biological resources at the national
level because some of them may prove difficult to implement and a
certain degree of harmonization of legislation of the contracting
parties might be relevant. New legislation, administrative measures
and practices, such as registers of biological resources, will need to be
formulated in various countries to enable the implementation of the
provision.

Developed countries have been known to obtain biological resources
from developing countries, modify them and apply for intellectual
property rights for the modified product. In light of the requirement in
the Convention that ‘access to genetic resources shall be subject to
prior informed consent of the Contracting party providing such
resources,” there is a need to introduce measures which require
applicants for patents to provide proof that the biological material in
respect of which intellectual property rights are being sought by them
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were legally acquired. The requirement for prior consent implies that
adeveloped country’s access to genetic resources should be considered
illegal if it has not been consented to by the developing country.

For that requirement to be given effect, the developing country needs
to enact a prohibition on other countries’ access to its genetic resources
without prior approval, although the wording of the Convention sug-
gests that the mere fact that no legislation regulating the access is in
existence implies that access is prohibited. At the same time, the
developed country should enact legislation stating that access to and
importation of genetic resources without a licence from the developing
country is illegal. To demand approval of access to genetic resources
from a country which itself does not restrict other countries’ access to
its genetic resources would be absurd. It would be even more absurd if
the importation of genetic resources under such circumstances were to
be considered illegal. Therefore, early and efficient fulfillment of the
requirement of prior consent in turn requires simultaneous and harmo-
nized legislation among developed and developing countries where
such legislation has not already been adopted. The initiative must,
however, come from the developing countries, for, if they make access
to their genetic resources by developed countries subject to approval,
this will be a condition for restricting the importation of genetic
resources by developed countries.

Specific areas that require attention include introduction of regulations
governing the collection of biological resources. Contracts between the
collectors, national authorities and the suppliers of biological resources
can help ensure that the exchange of biological resources generates
immediate as well as long-term benefits for the countries containing the
resources. Since the developing countries are not in a position to
correctly assess the potential value of genetic resources in the initial
stages of exploitation (particularly due to lack of information), it will
be important to devise contracts for access to genetic resources care-
fully, negotiating the terms for actual commercial exploitation when
greater information about the potential value of the resource is avail-
able.

The preamble to the Convention recognizes the “close and traditional
dependence of many indigenous and local communities embodying
traditional life-styles on biological resources, and the desirability of
sharing equitably benefits arising from the use of traditional knowledge,
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innovations and practices relevant to the conservation of biological
diversity and the sustainable use of its components.” Such contracts
should, therefore, in addition, include the requirement to equitably
share benefits with indigenous peoples and local communities.

Other measures such as a national monitoring council composed of
members of local communities and indigenous peoples need to be
introduced. Developing countries are urged to establish programmes
that would strengthen inter-country cooperation in research and
development and collective bargaining with the industrialized
countries.

Enhancing technological capacity

Although the Convention does not make express provision for a trade-
off between access to genetic resources and access to transfer of
technology, it establishes a clear link between the supply of genetic
resources (by developing to developed countries) and access to and
transfer of technology (from developed to developing countries),
which makes use of those resources. This link canbe utilized to enable
the suppliers of biological resources on the one hand, and suppliers of
sources of technology, on the other, to benefit from collaborative
ventures. One way to achieve this is to establish partnerships under
which nations or institutions bring together their genetic and techno-

logical resources in collaborative ventures. This approach would
allow the industrialized countries to gain access to biological re-
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sources while enhancing the technological competence of the devel-
oping countries.

Under such a venture, the developing country would not have to give
away evaluated and characterized genetic material to a foreign enter-
prise (presumably that of a developed country) interested in further
development and eventual commercialization of derived products. The
foreign enterprise would bring into the partnership its advanced tech-
nological know-how—especially in the field of biotechnology. Both
the evaluated and characterized genetic material of the developing
country and the technological know-how of the foreign enterprise
would be considered as ‘background information’ belonging to each
contributor, while any new or improved material or product generated
through the collaboration would become ‘foreground knowledge’
whose benefits are to be shared by the partners.

Developing countries have often argued that intellectual property
rights are the main obstacle to access to biotechnology. While this may
be true to some extent, it is important to note that most of the
technologies needed by the developing countries are in the public
domain, either in the formal or informal sectors. The formal sector
includes all public sector research institutions while the informal sector
includes all local communities which generate and maintain knowl-
edge related to biodiversity. The required technology can, therefore, be
acquired through conventional programmes such astraining, information
exchange and access to patent information. Since the Convention
respects intellectual property rights, it provides an opportunity for
developing countries to have access to patent information through
industrial property offices. There is, however, a need to review the
appropriateness of the existing and proposed intellectual property
rights systems and to assess their impact on the conservation of
biodiversity.

The ability of the developing countries to benefit from their biological
resources will depend largely on the extent to which they integrate
biotechnology development into their development strategies. Each
developing country needs to determine its national needs and decide
how much to invest in biotechnology development in relation to other
development activities. There is, however, a need to give priority to
biotechnology development as a strategic sector that would enable the
developing country to derive economic benefits from the conservation
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of biological resources. This should include specific measures that
build on the technological competence already available in the coun-
try as well as the acquisition of foreign technology.

Technological development need not be an expensive process that
relies on external inputs and massive financial resources, contrary to
popular belief in developing countries. This belief stems from their
limited perception of technology transfer as representing the flow of
equipment, skills, managerial competence and technical specifications
from developed to developing countries, in relation to the production
of goods. Developing countries should instead perceive technology
transfer as the accumulation of technological capacity—the ability to
generate and manage technical change, including the related skills,
knowledge and experience as well as institutional structures and
networks.

The relevance of each technology to the conservation and sustainable
use of biodiversity needs to be carefully assessed in technology
transfer arrangements, with special attention to the need to build on
indigenous technologies and prior knowledge. Such technology as-
sessments should take into account the impacts of technological
development upon biological resources.

The institutions necessary to manage biosafety are still nascent in
most developing countries. The ability of these countries to effectively
implement the biosafety provisions of the Convention will depend
largely on their institutional capacity in the field. There is therefore a
need to incorporate biosafety considerations into biotechnology de-
velopment programmes.
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Recognizing the rights of indigenous
peoples and local communities

Indigenous peoples and local communities—especially women in
these groups—are the custodians of much of the world’s biological
resources. But there are inequalities between institutions that safeguard
intellectual property rights and those that protect the rights of indige-
nous peoples and local communities. This imbalance weakens the
ability of indigenous peoples and local communities to derive benefits
from conserving biological resources and to assert rights over the
resources in their areas. There is a need to introduce at the national level
legal measures that recognize the role and rights of indigenous peoples
and local communities as well as the relevant institutional competence
in conserving biological resources and improving local varieties. There
is a need to put greater emphasis on supporting and rewarding fairly the
work carried out by local communities and indigenous peoples to
maintain agrobiodiversity.

One way to strengthen the provisions on indigenous knowledge is to
formulate a protocol covering cultural property protection and other
rights of indigenous peoples. A working group dealing with how
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existing instruments for the protection of intellectual and cultural
property can be extended to protection of knowledge and biological
resources of indigenous and traditional peoples should be set up by the
Convention secretariat. It should also suggest how additional in-
struments could be established to ensure such protection. In addition,
the institutional capacity of indigenous peoples to manage their own
affairs needs to be strengthened.

Forging equal partnerships between and
within countries

The developing countries are not merely suppliers of raw materials,
but are also important sources of technology often embodied in
indigenous knowledge. This, together with their biological resources,
should form a basis for forging equitable partnerships within and
between countries. Such partnerships can promote the fair distribution
of benefits derived from the use of indigenous knowledge and biologi-
cal resources.

In the interest of ensuring equitable partnerships among and within
countries, an ombudsman or legal council office as well as arbitration
mechanisms should be established in the Convention secretariat to
support rural communities, indigenous peoples and national efforts to
defend their rights under the Convention or the relevant national
legislation.

12
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Strengthening human capacity through
training and research

The role of basic research in the acquisition and development of
biotechnology has often been understated. Developing countries need
to build up research and institutional capacity in the biological and
information sciences, especially in molecular biology, genetics, tax-
onomy and population biology. Such training should also be extended
to parataxonomists. There is a need to formulate a protocol on research
and training which would provide guidelines on collaborative re-
search, equitable sharing of benefits and handling of biological re-
sources.

The implementation of the Convention will need to draw from a wide
range of experiences in the field of biodiversity conservation as well as
other fields. Efforts to undertake case studies on current and past
practices could be a source of ideas for formulating implementation
measures. These studies will be of relevance to the Conference of
Parties. It is important therefore that governments, donor agencies and
other institutions provide financial and other support to enable research
institutions to generate information that could be used by the Confer-
ence of Parties.

The development of information networks as part of the infrastructure
for research and development is critical to the process of technological

development. Efforts should be made to strengthen this process and

13
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improve the policy and administrative environment for trans-border
data flow.

Developing countries can also enhance their ability to derive benefits
from biological resources by seeking new ways to add value to their
biological resources. The value of such raw materials is relatively low.
Value can be added by establishing or encouraging institutions to
undertake identification, collection, and screening of biological re-
sources for their economic value. This will enable the developing
countries to share the benefits of biotechnological research and
strengthen their scientific, technological and institutional capacity.
Such technological capacity could be applied in the development of
other sectors of the economy.

Ensuring that biodiversity benefits are fairly distributed requires a
more detailed understanding of the value of biodiversity. Conven-
tional economic approaches cannot adequately deal with this matter,
although environmental and ecological economics provide new
perspectives as ta the valuation of biodiversity and other environmen-
tal assets. Such valuation of biodiversity would assist in the identifi-
cation of costs, benefits and unmet needs for conservation.

A number of donors are starting to support research-related aspects
of the Convention. These activities are of critical importance to the
efforts of research institutions to elaborate the various aspects of the
Convention. It is important that they receive sustained support. In
return, the outputs of these institutions should be availed to the
governmental agencies responsible for implementing the Convention
and carrying out further negotiations on the Convention, as well as to
NGOs and other institutions.

Coordinating international negotiations

The ratification and implementation of the Convention could also
provide a strong base for countries to argue for more environmentally-
sensitive rules governing international trade. Efforts should be made
to co-ordinate the work of the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade (GATT) with that of the Convention at the United Nations and
governmental levels. It is recognized that international agreements

14
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which have direct relevance to the Convention are being negotiated. Of
particular importance are the discussions currently underway under the
GATT. It is important to closely monitor the implications of the GATT
negotiations for implementation of the Convention.

Facilitating implementation

Effecting some of the articles in the Convention will require separate
protocols covering issues such as research and training, biosafety,
cultural property of indigenous peoples, technology development, and
access to biological resources. Formulating such protocolS'Q’iil need to
be supported by research back-up and a broad process of consultation
that includes local communities, indigenous peoples and NGOs.

The proposal to establish the Global Biodiversity Forum to comple-
ment the work of the Convention is timely and relevant. The Forum will
explore and debate issues and policy options, foster information flow,
and build interest and widespread support from local communities,
industry, resource managers, scientists and government officials of all
relevant sectors. Regional dialogues on issues of concern need to be
initiated as part of the process of establishing a constituency for the
implementation of the Convention. It was considered essential to
maintain an open and inclusive group which would facilitate regional
dialogues essential to setting up the Forum.

The existing financing mechanisms for the Convention require reforms
to make them more transparent, democratic and universal in their
governance. The resources available through these mechanisms cannot
meet current conservation needs and there is an urgent need to identify
innovative measures of mobilizing additional finances at national and
international levels.

While it is recognized that NGOs did not play a major role during the
negotiations for the Convention, their diversity and varied competence
are critical to its implementation. NGOs must be involved in the imple-
mentation of the Convention at the international, regional, national and
local level. Their activities should be seen as essential and complemen-
tary to governmental measures. The Conference of Parties should
provide a framework for the active involvement of NGOs, indigenous

15
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peoples, local community representatives and other independent
participants. An NGO liaison office should be established to support
NGO involvement in the activities of the Convention.

There are no specific provisions in the convention to preclude the
exchange of biological resources between Parties and non-Parties.
Such exchange would allow countries to benefit from the implemen-
tation of the Convention without joining it. There is a need for Parties
to introduce national measures that preclude ‘free-riding’ by non-
Parties and to subsequently seek a multilateral arrangement through a
relevant amendment to the Convention.

16



Follow-up
Activities

Conference on the Convention on Biological Diversity

The most immediate follow-up activity is the dissemination of the
results of the conference. This will be done through the publication of
the report of the conference and release of the papers in the Biopolicy
International series.

ACTs will embark on research to generate options on how some aspects
of the Convention can be translated into national and international
policies and programmes. The research will elaborate on national and
international implementation measures as well as elements for proto-
cols to the Convention. Other issues will include elaborating on
measures that would further the objectives of the Convention such as
the need for regional co-operation arrangements on the conservation
and sustainable use of biodiversity.

The research agenda will be part of a volume, Biodiplomacy: Genetic
Resources and International Relations, which will include selected
papers from the conference and other contributions. The volume will be
available before the first meeting of ICCBD. The results of the research
will be availed to governments, inter-governmental agencies, research
institutions, ICCBD, NGOs and other relevant institutions as a joint effort
with UNEP, the World Resources Institute (WRI) and other relevant in-
stitutions.

ACTS will also continue with its efforts to prepare model legislation for
the implementation of the Convention.

The government of Norway will host the Norway/UNEP Expert
Conference on Biodiversity on 24-28 May 1993 which will provide
another opportunity to discuss the various aspects of the Convention.
This, and the first meeting of ICCBD in September 1993 will also provide
another opportunity to further the proposal for the Global Biodiversity
Forum.

17
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Conference 17:00-19:00

MONDAY JANUARY 25

Registration and Reception (Panafric Hotel)

Ag en d a TUESDAY JANUARY 26

08:30-09:30

Registration

Session 1: Official Opening
Conference Chairman: Ambassador Vicente Sanchez, Embassy
of Chile, Nairobi

09:30-09:45

09:45-09:50

09:50-10:20

10:20-10:50

10:50-11:20

11:20-11:50

11:50-12:30
12:30-14:00

Opening Statements

Opening Remarks
Dr. Calestous Juma, African Centre for Technology
Studies, Nairobi

Message from the Province of Limburg, The Nether-
lands

Read by Prof. J.B. Ojwang, ACTS Governing Coun-
cil

Welcoming and Opening Address

Mrs. Elizabeth Dowdeswell, Executive Director,
United Nations Environment Programme

Break

Keynote Speeches

Global Biodiversity Strategy: Progress and Prospects
Dr. Kenton Miller, World Resources Institute,
Washington, DC

Convention on Biological Diversity: Challenges and
Opportunities

H.E. Ambassador Vicente Sdnchez, Embassy of
Chile, Nairobi

Discussion
Lunch

Session 2: Overview
Chair: Ambassador Vicente Sanchez

14:00-14:20

18

International Environmental Law and National
Interests

Prof. Charles O. Okidi, Moi University, Eldoret,
Kenya
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14:20-14:40 Technology Issues in the Convention on Biological
Diversity
Dr. Abdulqawi Yusuf, UNCTAD, New York

14:40-15:40 Discussion
15:40-16:10 Break

Session 3: National Considerations
Chair: Mr. Wilson Masilingi, Ministry of Tourism, Natural
Resources and Environment, Dar es Salaam

16:10-16:30 The Convention on Biological Diversity and India
Prof. Ashish Kothari, Indian Institute of Public
Administration, New Delhi

16:30-16:50 The Convention on Biological Diversity and the
United States
Ms. Kristin Rosendal, Fridtjof Nansen Institute, Oslo

16:50-17:40 Discussion
WEDNESDAY JANUARY 27

Session 4: Access to Genetic Resources
Chair: Dr. Peter Johan Schei, Directorate of Nature
Management, Norway

08:30-08:50 The Convention on Biological Diversity and Na-
tional Sovereignty
Ms. Hanne Svarstad, University of Oslo

08:50-09:10 Legal Difficulties of Implementing Article 15 of the
Convention on Biological Diversity (Access to
Genetic Resources)
Dr. Christian Prip, Ministry of the Environment,
Horsholm, Denmark

09:10-09:40 Discussion

09:40-10:00 An Enhanced Role for Agrobiodiversity in Global
Conservation Policy
Dr. David Wood, International Germplasm Associ-
ates, Rochester, UK
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10:00-10:20 In-situ Conservation of Indigenous African Livestock
Breeds
Dr. J.E.O. Rege, International Livestock Centre for
Africa, Addis Ababa

10:20-10:50 Discussion
10:50-11:20 Break

11:20-11:40 Sustaining Biological Diversity: A Successful Case
History
Dr. John Buffington, US Department of the Interior,
Washington, DC

11:40-12:00 Farmers’ Rights and the Convention on Biological
Diversity
Prof. Vandana Shiva, Research Foundation for
Science, Technology and Natural Resources Policy,
Dehradun, India

12:00-12:30 Discussion
12:30-14:00 Lunch

Session 5: Access to and Transfer of Biotechnology
Chair: Dr. Abdulqawi Yusuf, UNCTAD, New York

14:00-14:20 Science and Technology in the Context of Global
Environmental Issues
Dr. Amrita Achanta, Tata Energy Research Institute,
New Delhi

14:20-14:40 International Cooperation and Intellectual Property
Rights
Dr. Manuel Illescas, Spanish Patent and Trade Mark
Office, Madrid

14:40-15:10 Discussion
15:10-15:40 Break

Session 6: Indigenous Knowledge and Information Exchange
Chair: Prof. Vandana Shiva, Research Foundation for Science,
Technology and Natural Resources Policy, Dehradun, India

15:40-16:00 Indigenous Knowledge in Biodiversity Conservation:
Ethiopian Examples
Prof. Shibru Tedla, University of Addis Ababa
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16:00~16:20 The Role of Indigenous Knowledge in Biodiversity
Conservation
Dr. Byarugaba A. Kamara, Division of the Environ-
ment, Dar es Salaam

16:20~16:40 Indigenous Knowledge and Intellectual Property
Dr. Darell Posey, Institute of Ethnobotany,
Amazonia, Brazil

16:40-17:30 Discussion

THURSDAY JANUARY 28

Session 7: Handling of Biotechnology and Distribution of its
Benefits

Chair: Dr. Veit Koester, Ministry of the Environment, Horsholm,
Denmark

08:30-08:50 Biosafety and the Convention on Biological Diver-
sity
Dr. John Forje, Yaoundé, Cameroon

08:50-09:10 Valuing Biodiversity: Recent Economic and Empiri-
cal Approaches

Dr. Katrina Brown, University of East Anglia,
Norwich, UK

09:1009:40 Discussion

09:40-10:00 Sharing of Benefits: The Question is How
Ms. Simone Bilderbeek, Netherlands Committee for
IUCN

10:00-10:20 Biodiversity Prospecting: Strategies for Sharing
Benefits
Dr. Walter V. Reid, World Resources Institute,
Washington, DC

10:20-10:50 Discussion
10:50-11:20 Break

Session 8: Research and Training
Chair: Dr. Marie Bystrém, Swedish International Development
Authority, Stockholm

11:20-11:40 Strategies for Increasing Knowledge on Africa’s
Biodiversity
Dr. A.A. Oteng-Yeboah, University of Ghana, Legon
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11:40-12:00 Biotechnological Capacity-building in Africa: Re-
search and Training
Dr. A.M. Sendaro, Moi University, Kenya

12:00-12:20 Community-based Biodiversity Conservation:
IDRC’s Initiative
Dr. Joachim Voss, International Development Re-
search Centre, Ottawa

12:20-13:00 Discussion
13:00~14:00 Lunch

Session 9: Financial and Implementation Mechanisms
Chair: Dr. Peter Jutro, US Environmental Protection Agency,
Washington, DC

14:00-15:00 Panel Discussion: The Global Biodiversity Forum
Dr. Kenton Miller, World Resources Institute, USA
Ms. Beatriz Schulthess, Earth Council, Costa Rica
Dr. Margaret Evans, Christian Michelsen Institute,
Bergen, Norway
Dr. Wale Ajay, Nigerian Institute of Advanced Legal
Studies, Lagos
Ms. Simone Bilderbeek, Committee for IUCN, The
Netherlands

15:00-15:30 Discussion
15:30-16:00 Break

16:00-16:20 Financial Mechanisms and the Convention on Bio-
logical Diversity
Dr. Esbern Friis-Hansen, Centre for Development
Research, Copenhagen

16:20-16:40 In-country Participation in the Implementation of the
Convention on Biological Diversity
Dr. Tim Johnson, World Conservation Monitoring
Centre, UK

16:40-17:00 National Domestication of the Convention on Bio-
logical Diversity: Elements of a Model Law
Prof. J.B. Ojwang, African Centre for Technology
Studies, Nairobi

17:00~-17:45 Discussion
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Dinner Speech (Panafric Hotel)
Facilitator: Dr. Abdulgawi Yusuf, UNCTAD, New York

18:45-20:00 Dinner

20:00-20:30 Access to and Transfer of Biotechnology:
Blind Alleys and Windows of Opportunity
Dr. Calestous Juma, ACTS

20:30-20:45 Response

Mr. Ulf Svensson, Swedish Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Stockholm

20:45-21:30 Discussion

FRIDAY JANUARY 29

Session 11: Closing Session
Chair: Ambassador Vicente Sdnchez

09:00-10:00 Conference Bureau Meeting (Conference Room)
10:00-10:10 Draft Conference Statement

Dr. Calestous Juma
10:10-11:10 Discussion

11:10-11:20 From Nairobi to Trondheim
Dr. Peter Johan Schei, Directorate of Nature Con-
servation, Norway

11:20-11:40 A Look into the Future
Ambassador Vicente Sanchez

11:40-12:00 Closing Remarks
United Nations Environment Programme

Press Conference

13:00-14:00 Conference Bureau Meeting (Panafric Hotel)
14:00-15:00 Press Conference (Panafric Hotel)
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