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CHARACTERISTICS OF BACKDOOR MIGRANTS TO SABAH,
MATAYSIA FROM THE PHILIPPINES: THE CASE OF THE
TWO ISTLAND COMMUNITIES OF TAWI-TAWI

I. INTRODUCTION

Like any developing country in Asia, the Philippines
is plagued by the continuing influx of migration of people
from the rural communities to the urban centers. Such
movement has decidedly increased the population of these
centers and magnified the already alarming problems of the
city, such ag the existence of slum areas, poor housing
conditions, lack of educational and recreational facili-
ties, inadequate water supply and sewerage, slow=-moving
transportation system, and other important services. The
realities and paradoxes of city life cannot be fully
described, but one thing seems apparent: these problems
by and in themselves are obstacles to the development
process. Viewed through the lens of another perspective,
however, migrants from the rural areas to these centers
have helped in the growth of industries by their cheap
labor.

Studies in migration have shown interesting patterms
of intermal migration. To counteract the one-sided move-
ment of people towards the centers, the government has
encouraged mneople from the densely populated areas, hence
urbanized communities, from Tuzon and the Visayas, to
settle on other islands of lesser concentration via the
so=-called land-for-the~landless scheme. The attraction
of this scheme has provided people with reason to leave,
but it has not succeeded in relieving the country's
population centers. As a consequence of this scheme, on
the other hand, significant changes have taken place in
the socio-~economic life of the people of Mindanao =
popularly known as the "ILand of Promise." In the rural
areas of Mindanao, where the ethnic balance has been



altered by the influx -of migrants from ILuzon and the
Visayas, the inmediate perils arising from internal
migration have been serious (Filipinas Foundation,
1976; Magdalena, 1977).

A recent study (Filipinas Foundationj 1976) on
internal nigration has shown an in-depth analysis of
the activating forces behind nigration and the thinking
of the people who have noved away from their birthplaces.
Another work, pronpted by the desire to understand the
brain-drain phenomenon, has probed into the characteris-
tics of migrants going to the USA and the factors asso-
ciated with their movement. Josefina Cortez (1970) showed
that the propensity to nigrate is higher anong persons
who are weakly anchored in the Philippines, who perceive
little opportunity for thenselves, who are young and
single, who have no job to return to, who are in fields
such as the physical sciences and engineéfing, and who
have succeeded in attaining a degree from a US institution.
The Cortez study also intended to find out why persons of
high-~level skills prefer to migrate to other countries
rather than practise their professjon in the Philippines
where their services and their training are most needed
in industry, technology, research and education.

Many such studies as the above are found in migra-
tion literature, but there has been no information about
migration in the southern Philippines vis-a-vis the
adjacent frontiers like Malaysia and Indonesia. In fact,
a portion of one study has dealt with migration between
Sabah, Malaysia, and Tawi-Tawi (Kurais 1973), but the
patterns of migration and the specific characteristics
of migrants have not been adequately treated as yet.

The movement of people between the Sulu archipelago
and Sabah, Malaysia, is considered traditional and cus-
tomary among the people who go there for economic and
sogio-cultural reasons. As early as 1902, Leonard Wood



reported that economic activities involving various
items had existed between the people of Sitexnzkai and
Borneo (Sabah). EFconomic and, possibly, social ties
between the southern Philippines and Sabah, Iizlaysia,
have roots which extend far beyond the birth of the
Philippines as a nation. George Davis (1902) reported
to Washington the imposition he made against the com-
mercial intercourse in these unequipped ports (of
Bagilan, Paran-Paran, Bongao; Cagayan de Sulu and
Puerto Prinsesa), and the prohibition has persisted up
to this very day. The anti-smuggling campaign of the
previous governmental administration and the ban on
illegal travel by natives have caused tremendous
repercussions which need to be examined seriously.

The existing laws have been futile in curtailing
the trade and travel relations between these two coun-
tries. But the fact remains that the people in the
deep south have maintained socio~cultural relations with
those in Sabah. Their social links, in addition to
their proximity to each other, have reduced the psychic
cost (Schwartz, 1973) involved in migration on the part
of individuals moving from Tawi-Tawi to Sabah, rather
than to other areas in the Philippines dominated by the
Christian majority.

While studies have shown various findings on
migration, both internal and intermational, this study
provides data useful to the understanding of migration
in the Philippines involving people situated along the
coastal areas of the Sulu archipelago near the border
between Sabah, Malaysia, and the Philippines. The
political implications of these movements may not be
felt at the moment. But perhaps with the increasing
number of Filipinos moving to Sabah, expected changes
may occur in the social, political and economic well-
being effecting diplomatic relations between the
Philippines and Malaysia and the ASEAN in general.
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It would alspo-help broaden our knowledge of the trade
and_travel.relations existing in this southecr part of

the country, including the patterns of se’tlzient
established as the result of the transfer of residence

of Filipinos.
IT. RESEARCH PROBLEM

This study describes the characteristics of the
"hack-door"t migrants to Sabah from the Philippines with
respect to the following: age structure, income, educa-
tional attainment, kinship/social ties, and occupation.
Their motives or reasons for moving to Sabah from these
island communities will also be identified.

ITI. METHODOLOGY
a. Description of the setting - This study covers

the municipalities of Sitangkail and Simunul, both of Tawi=-
Tawi Province. Tawi~Tawi was part of the province of Sulu

until 1973, when a decree was passed to make it a separate
province., Tawi-Tawi lies at the southwestern tip of the
Sulu Basin in the Philippines. It has 307 islands and
islets with a combined land area of 462 square miles.

In Tawi-Tawi province, there are three ethno-linguistic
groups: the Tausog, Samal2 and Badjao. The Tausog dominate
the trade and business activities in Tawi~Tawi and Sulu.

1., "Back=door"™ is used to refer to areas in the Sulu archi-
pelago as points of exit used by migrants direct to Sabah
rather than Manila.

2. The name "Samal® is used in this report in the absence
of a general consensus to use "Sama' instead, because the

former has derogatory connotations. 'Samal! is popularly

used in existing literature about the same group.



They are also found scattered in areas predominantly
occupied by either the Samal or the Badjeo (Zocio-Economic
Profile of the Province of Tawi-Tawi, 1975).

The Samal and the Badjao are interrczlated. As a
consequence of modernization, the Samal shifted from a
sea~faring mode of life to semi-permanent recidential
settlements, leaving the Badjao a separate suhcultural
group who are now better known as sea-dwellers. However,
a number of Badjaos have followed patterns of living quite
‘similar to the present-day Samal.

Sitangkai municipality is the farthest political
sub-division to the west of Tawi-Tawi province. It is
characterized by a number of islands and islets with wide
reefs which are suitable for seaweed farming and fishing.
The main occupation of the people is farming, although
boatbuilding and trade are also emphasized in many of the
villages in Sibutu and Sitangkai Proper. As a municipality,
Sitangkai has twelve barangays, which include the following:
Sitangkai Proper, Nunkan, Talisay, Tandubanak, Tongsibalo,
Tongehat, Ligayan, Taungoh, Larap and Tonggusong. The
prevailing dialect is Sama, which is widely used in varied
tones and accents.

Simunul municipality is situated south of the province
of Tawi-Tawi. As an island, it is one of the most histori-
cal marks in Philippine history because of the establishment
of the first mosque in the country by Sheikh Makhdum, an
Arab missionary. It is predominantly occupied by the Samal,
although a small number of inhabitants come from other
ethnic groups within the archipelago. Agriculture and
fishing are the main occupation of the people, followed
closely by seaweed farming and boatbuilding. This muni-
cipality is composed of the following barangays: Tubig-
Indangan, Bakong, Obol, Tampalkan, Baguid, Manok-Mangkaw
and Mungkay.



b. Scope and limitations ~ This investigation
does not intend to cover the whole area of “he Sulu and
Tawi-Tawi archipelago for reasons which are Hriefly
discussed elsewhere in this report. As a case study, it
is limited to a few representative members of the popula-
tion of the whole province of Tawi-Tawi. The approach in
this study is an indirect one as the researcher inter-
viewed not the actual migrants .but their relatives
who were left behind in the original homeplaces. These
remaining relatives acted as respondents to report on the
characteristics and motivations of migrants from Tawi-
Tawi to Sabah. Such a "third-party" approach to securing
data is not without validity, as some studies have pointed
out. Gerry Hendershot (1968) has applied this approach
to the phenomenon of rural migration using selected
communities from Panay Island and Tuzon, to Manila and
other urban areas. The people who stayed behind in the

original places of migration acted as his respondents
to provide information on these migrants! characteristics.

¢c. Research plan

1. Sampling procedure - The sample areas
cover the municipalities of Sitangkai and Simunul. From
each municipality, five randomly chosen villages ocomposed
the sample blocks. A list of households which have mem-
bers who migrated to Sabah, Malaysia, was prepared for
each of the sample blocks. From the list, twenty house-
holds were randomly chosen until a sample of 200 house-
holds was finally formed. This process was duplicated
for all the sample blocks in the municipalities of
Sitangkai and Simunul.

Respondents in this study are women between 25 to
59 years old residing in the community, who were asked
to report on at least two migrants: one male and one
female. Women were selected because they could be easily
contacted during the day, and are possibly more articulate
and knowledgeable about others' affairs (especially their
kinsmen).



2. Interview schedule - The interview schedule
covers the following aspects: (1) Socio-econcnic back-
ground of the respondents, (2) charactericticz of the
migrants, and (3) motivating factors that caused migrants
to move to Sabah, Malaysia.

The interview schedule consists of 58 precoded items
(see Appendix A), which were carefully pretested to assure
clarity and weed out questions which could not be under-
stood. To ensure a wider latitude of comprehension, one
that is understandable even among illiterate respondents,
the research instrument was translated into the Sama
dialect (see Appendix B).

The instrument took approximately 30 minutes to
administer. Properly trained and instructed interviewers
from the municipalities of Sitangkai and Simunul (they
belong to the educated segment of the social pyramid in
their respective villages), were employed to collect the
data through house visits and interviews.

CHARACTERISTICS OF MIGRANTS

The population of both municipalities between 1960
and 1970 has increased by 33.72 percent. In 1960, the
population of both municipalities was 19,348 and rose to
25,873 in 1970. The greater increase occurred in Simunul,
39,10 percent, and Sitangkai, 29,31 percent. An estimate
of the volume of inter-provincial migration showed that
for the whole province of Sulu, the out-migrants numbered
16,098 as of 1972 (Yun-Kin, 1972) based on the census
report of 1970, There was no mention, however, as to the
places of destination for the out-migrants.

It becomes clear, therefore, that the increase in
the population of both municipalities had not been caused
by inmigration but mainly due to natural increase, a pattern
of growth observed for the whole country at 3.2 percent
per year.



The characteristics of migrants from Simunul and
Sitangkai to Sabah are reported below, showirs informa-
tion not revealed in the previous censuses in the areas
of this study.

Age and Sex

Table 1 shows that migrants to Sabah are highly
selected in terms of age and sex. For both sexes, the
percentage of migrants was highest at ages 26 - 30 years.
Migrants are highly concentrated in the 16 - 30 age
brackets for both males and females. Although males
were reputedly more migratory than females, here no
attempt was made to capture this difference as both
sexes were equally represented in the sample, But
female migrants outnumbered the males at the adolescent
years, that is, between 16 = 20 years age range. This
trend is in accord with contemporary patterns of migra-
tion by age and sex in the Philippines. Within the same
age range 16 - 35 years, females outnumbered the males
by at least 2,0 percent and in the succeeding age ranges,
males outnumbered the females., The median age for migrants
of both sexes was 23, while it was 26 years for males and
20 for female migrants, suggesting the relative youth of
the latter.

Educational Attainment

Higher education has been regarded as a facilitating
condition for migration, as the better educated, those who
have more to offer a community of destination in the way of
skills, are the first ones to leave their places of origin
(Hendershot, 1968 and Piampiti, 1976). The migrants from
Simunul and Sitangkai to Sabah are no exception to this
rule. As a group they are relatively well educated at the
time of migration. Table 2 shows more than fifty percent
of the migrants, both males and females, had finished high
school or better. On the opposite side of the ledger,
half had spent six or less years in school. This balance



gives an average (median 6) of six years education for
all the migrants.

The male-migrants-were slightly betser cducated
“than-their~female -counterparts. About one-third (33.0
'percentlﬂof“the’malesooompleted high school education,
‘compared to-sew . nteen -percent-for the females. College
“graduates -seemed to “be less interested in moving to
Sabah (only-5.5 percemt) and this is true for both males-
-and. females-%mPerhaps,~apportunlt1e6'percetved to be
good and promising by “the- Less-educated -group-of-migrants
are mot so judged-by the more highly educatedasegments
-of the- commmities under-study.

‘Table 1. Percemtage-distributien-of Migrants by Age

and Sex

A . % . Percent

ge prior %o migration Both Sexes Male Female
15 years and below 245 345 1.5
16 years - 20 years 19.5 14,0 24,0
21 years -~ 25 years 20,5 19.5 21.5
26 years - 30 years 21.25 30.5 12,0
31 years = 35 years 9.5 11.5 %)
36 years - 40 years 6.5 9.0 4.0
41 years and above 1.75 2.5 1.0
Not stated 19.0 9.5 29,5
TOTAL 100.0% 100,0%  100.0%
Number of Cases 400 200 200

Median Age 23 26 20
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Table 2. Percentage Distribution of Migrants
‘ by Educational Attainment and Sex

Educational attainment Both sexésPe?céife Temale
None (less than 4 years) 3,0 2.5 3¢5
Primary (4 years) 8.75 8.5 9.0
Elementary (6 years) 37.75 39.0 36.5
High School (10 years) 25.25 3340 17.5
College (14 years) 5.5 745 3.5
Beyond college

(15 years or more) 0.5 1.0 -
Not stated 19.25 8.5 30.0
TOTAL - 100,0% -100,0% 100.0%
Number of Cases 400 200 200
Median years in school 6.0 6.0 650

Marital Status

A little less than fifty percent of the total migrants
were married before leaving for Sabah. About two-fifths of
the male migrants were single and more than half were
married. Among females, on the other hand, 47 percent were
married and 22.5 percent were gingle.No migrant was reported
to have been separated, while one percent constitute the
widowed and divorced migrants. Married migrants, both males
and females, have an average number of four children before
departure. DTraditionally, the male migrants earn for the
members of the family. This increasing responsibility with
poor economic incentive in the home places has further
motivated them to move to Sabah with a hope of social and
economic advancement. The female married migrants generally
follow their husbands to Sabah, Table 5 illustrates the
migrants by marital status and sex.



11

Table 3. DPercentage Distribution of Migrants by
Marital Status and Sex

, Percent ,
Marital Status Both sexes Male Female
Single 3045 3845 22,
I’/.[arr"ied 49 . 5 52 . 0 47 . 0
Others 1.0 1.0 1.0
NO't Stated 1900 805 2905
TOTAL 100, 0% 100, 0% 100,0%

Number of Cases 400 200 200

Occupation

In both the Simunul and the Sitangkai communities,
the majority of the migrants to Sabah were reported to
have had no occupation or were jobless prior to departure.
It is indicated in Table 4 that more than fifty percent
of both male and female migrants were jobless. Of the
222 migrants reported to have been Jobless before migra-
tion, 36 percent secured jobs ranging from proprietorship
to farming in Sabah, Malaysia. 1In addition, eight
migrants who were reported to have had jobs in their
original home communities turned out jobless in Sabah.

Of the 32 percent of the male migrants who had no occupa-
tion prior to departure, more than one third remained
Jobless in their places of destination. Among the females,
79 percent were jobless before departure and did not show
much improvement in their occupational levels. Of the 158
jobless female migrants, only 37 were reported to have
secured jobs in Sabah, and the remainder (77 percent) con-
tinued to be jobless at the time of this study. Table 4
shows the sex and occupational distribution of migrants.
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Income

The average income of the migrants beireen 1960 and
1970 was relatively low before migration. Iheir income,
which came on a quarterly basis, was derived for the most
part from varied sources, such as, medium=sized coconut
plantation farming and seaweed farming. Thesce Farming
occupations required a waiting period of two to three
months before the harvest could be undertaken, While more
than 35 percent of the migrants engaged in either farming
and fishing as their main sources of income and livelihood,
migrants who were engaged in other productive endeavors
considered farming and fishing as supplementary sources.
Before they moved to Sabah, about 69 percent of them had
incomes not exceeding 400 pesos for three months and only
.25 percent earned more than 1,000 pesos. Male migrants
have higher incomes than females., Before migration, more
than half of the females had a quarterly income of less
than 400 pesos.

Table 5. Percentage Digtribution of Migrants by Income
and Sex

Income prior to migration 5T Sexegerceﬁglé‘ Female
B300 and below 44,25 51.5 37.0

B301 - B400 24,75 28.0 21.5

2401 - B500 9.0 8.5 9.5

B601L and above 1.25 .0 1.5

Not stated 1900 805 2905

Number of Cases 400 200 200

Median B330 8290 B320
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_ Migration Patterns

a. Origin of Migrants

Most of the migrants came from the barrios or
villages (barangay) of the municipalities of Simunul and
Sitangkai. These villages are classified as rural, based
on the Philippine Census and Statistics definition. The
original homplaces of migrants to Sabah are also typically
rural in terms of population and related characteristics.
More than 80 percent of the total migrants reported came
from the barrios of Tawi-Tawi province.

b. Kinship and social ties

Less than three~fourths of the migrants were
influenced by their relatives, who served as principal
channels of information about Sabah. This, in addition
to other factors, had caused relatives of earlier migrants
to follow suit. About 80 percent of the male migrants and
67.5 percent of the female migrants were influenced by
their kin already in Sabah. Other sources of information
included friends (5.75 percent), newspapers from Sabah
(.75 percent), reports and publications (.25 percent)
brought by visiting migrants and traders to their native
Simunul and Sitangkai (see Table 6),

The data above are also supported by the initial
contacts that migrants from Simunul and Sitangkai made
upon arrival in Sabah. More than 74 percent of the
migrants disclosed that they had initial contacts with
relatives rather than with non-relatives in Sabah.
Although a few migrants (3,25 percent) lived by themselves
upon arrival, some (2,25 percent) benefitted from the help
of friends and acquaintances during their initial stay
there.



Table 6.

16

Percentage Distribution of Migrants

by Sources of Information and Sex

Sources of Information

PRI SR A

Pe1ceit

Both sexcs  hale Female
Friends 5.75 8.5 3.0
Relatives 74,0 80.5 67.5
Newspapers 0.75 1,0 045
Other sources 0.25 0.5 -
Not stated 19.25 9.5 29.0
TOTAL 100, 0% 100,0%  100,0%
Number-of Cases 400 200 200
Table 7. Percentage Distribution of Migrants
by Initial Contacts and Sex

. Percent
Initial Contacts Both sexes Male Female
With relatives T4.75 81.5 68.0
With friends 2+25 ) 1,0
Lived by himself/herself 3,25 4,5 2,0
Others - - -
No information 19,75 10.5 29,0
TOTAL 100,0% 100,0%  100,0%
Number of Cases 400 200 200
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c. Destination of migrants

There are seven trading posts in Sabal, as well as
smaller agricultural communities which migrants from
Tawi-Tawi and the Sulu archipelago frequently chose as
probable destinations. Table 8 shows the distribution
of migrants from {imunul and Sitangkai by destination
and sex., It is indicated that Tawau, Sandakan, Sempoerna
and some agricultural communities were favorite destina-
tions of migrants from these communities. For both sexes,
Tawau received 15,5 percent of the migrants, Sandakan 18.0
percent, Sempoerna 18,0 percent, and other agricultural
communities 13,0 percent. These other agricultural
communitlies include the following: Tongbato, Tanagiyan,
Kunnat, Imuk Buwani, Pasusol, Tandu-Uwan and Tanjung
Labuyan. Kudat had only .5 percent, Kota Kinabalu had
2.5 percent and Lahad Datu 11.5 percent. The male
migrants were concentrated in Sandakan and Sempoerna with
an equal percentage of 21.5, and with 17.0 percent for
Tawau. On the other hand, the female migrants concen=-
trated in Sandakan (18,5 percent), while Tawau and
Sempoerna shared almost equal percentages of 14,0 and
14.5.

d. Reasons for migration

When asked about the main reason for migration,
nore than fifty percent of them were said to be lured by
the opportunity of getting a job in Sabah. However, for
more than 80 percent of the male-migran%s, getting a Jjob
was the chief reason for leaving, while only 6,0 percent
claimed a desire for a reunion with relatives and friends
there. A small percentage (1%) were dissatisfied with
their native places and 1.5 percent hoped to better their
lives in another place. Among the female migrants 37.5
percent indicated getting a job as the fascination for
migrating, while 26 percent wanted to be with close rela-
tives and friends, and 4.5 percent perceived more oppor-
tunities in Sabah., No one reported education as a cause
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for migration, contrary to what has been found typical
among migrants from rural areas in the Philivnpine
(Pascual, 1965) and among Thai migrants who moved to
urban communities in Thailand (Piampiti, 1975).

Table 8. Percentage Distribution of Migrants by
Destination and Sex

. . Percent
Destinations Both sexes Male Female
Tawau 15.5 17.0 14,0
Sandakan 20,0 21.5 18.5
Sempoerna, 18,0 21,5 14.5
Kudat 0.5 1.0 -
Kota Kinabalu 2.5 345 1.5
TIghad Datu 11.5 12.0 11,0
Others 13,0 14,5 11.5
ot stated 19.0 9.0 29,0
TOTAL 100, 0% 100, 0% 100, 0%
Number of Cases 400 200 200
Discussion

Based on the above results, some inferences can
be made with respect to the migrants' characteristics
and the patterns of movement that they take. Migrants
are generally young. For both males and females,. those
in the age range 16 - 30 years were found to have the
highest tendency to migrate to Sabah. This age selec-
tivity is also found in the patterns existing in other-
migration streams within the Philippines. The result
of this study regarding the age selectivity of migrants
corroborates that of the study of migrant characteristics
in two selected communitiegs of Visayas and Luzon to
Manila and other urban places (Hendershot, 1968).
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With respect to the education of the migrants, one
faces the difficulty of appraising their levels of
education on the basis of the number of years spent in
schools and/or the certificates or diplomas they received.
However, considering that English and Bahasa Malaysia are
the backdoor media of communication, their educational
attainment may reduce difficulties of communication between
themselves and officials of the Malaysian government and
the managers or officials of the prospective companies
where they would be working. In general, out of the total
population of 10,154 Simunul residents, six years old and
over, 72.4 percent are literate. In Sitangkal, out of the
total population of 11,483 residents, six years old and
over, 65,4 percent were literate (National Census and
Statistics, 1970). These figures show higher literacy
rates for both populations of Simunul and Sitangkai.

Information about Sabah has been relayed by
relatives of prospective migrants who were motivated to
move there. Living conditions, work related opportuni-
ties, and peace and order are the common grounds for
people to leave their homeplaces. Persons contacted by
migrants upon arrival in Sabah were also their relatives,
who assisted them during the early painful stages of
adjustment. However, caution has to be observed in con-
sidering the value of kinship as a motivation for moving.
Its social impact is not altogether inconsistent with the
economic thesis of migration because kin or ascriptive
ties serve as information-giving rather than the main
reason for moving. To cite an analogue on the resolution
of the macro-level and micro-level analyses of migration,
the influence of kin or ascriptive ties on migration may
all the more increase people's propensity to_move~whenv
the economic basis for migration (Hendrix, 1975) is
present. In fact, when our respondents were asked to
articulate the reasons why their relatives moved to Sabah,
more than 50 percent considered work-related opportunities.
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Similarly, they mentioned that about three-fouvrths of
the reported migrants (N=400), had relatives ia that
area.

It has not been possible to examiue the community-
based factors of the migration stream f.'om Tawi-Tawi to
Sabah, Malaysia. This study concentratel on the indivi-
duals involved in the process of migration through a
"third party," their relatives who were left behind in
their hometowns. The migrants settled in different
communities in Sabah. Many of these communities are
trading ports and others, agricultural communities
(these were probably established by earlier migrants
from the Sulu archipelago). These communities include:
Tawau, Sandakan, Lahad Datu, Sempoerna, Kudat, Kota
Kinabalu and the lesser known settlements of Tongbato,
Tanagiyan, Kunnat, Luuk Buwani, Pasusol, Tandu-Uwan and
Tanjung Labuyan.

Implications of the study

This study, descriptive in analysis and interpre-
tation as it is, has uncovered certain patterns of
population redistribution of Filipinos, especially the
Muslims in the South. I have listed the following as
features unique to the present study: First, migration
is not confined to domestic movements within the Philip-
pines and to international mobility from the Philippines
to the United States. Equally significant is the study _
of migrants from the Philippines to neighboring countries
in Southeast Asia, which has been overlooked perhaps due
to preoccupation with the problems of population growth
and the emphasis on modermization and urbanization
(Pascual, 1965; Cortez, 1970; and Lagquian, 1973).

Second, the National Census and Statistics records
on migration have not taken into account factors asso-
ciated with movement of people according to ethnic origin,
much less presenting information about migration phenomena
from the Philippines to Malaysia and other Southeast
Asian countries. ‘



Third, the perceived.opportunities for socio=-
economio-advancement in Sabah by migrants fron Tawi-Tawi
were further reinforced by the ecological push on its
‘population resulting from the declining productivity of
coconut plantations (a major industry in Tawi-Tawi), and
the fluctuating price of seaweed (an emerging and
flourishing industry in the area) in the Philippines and
in intermational markets.

And finally, this study shows that economic reasons
for migration as complemented by kinship are push=-and~
pull factors similar to findings revealed by inter-
provincial migration literature in the country.

Summary and conclusion

Data for this study were gathered through the
combination of personal interviews and observation.
Being a pioneering survey on migration and characteris-
tics of migrants in this part of the country, it is not
exempted from limitations which arise from the difficulty
of interviewing the actual migrants to Sabah.

The findings are summarized into two categories:
First, characteristics of migrants have been reported by
the relatives of migrants at the original homeplaces.

And second, the motivating factors for movements from
Tawi-Tawi to Sabah, Malaysia, as perceived by the relatives,
are also discussed.

It has been found that before departure, migrants
to Sabah from Simunul and Sitangkai of the Tawi-Tawi
province were young, educated, married, belonged to the
low-income group, were mostly jobless (although some were
engaged in farming and fishing). Increase in income is
attributable to the changes in occupational levels from
mainly agricultural to blue~-collar, and white-collar jobs
in some cases, and from being jobless to getting jobs,
in others.
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The migrants strongly relied on kinship ties for
information and assistance in the course of aljustment
to the new place. No data could be marshallszd on what
characterizes the places of destination in Sabak, which
have a bearing on the "pull" factors. ilany of the migrants
were reported to have changed residence from Tawi-Tawi to
Sabah because of perceived socio-economic opportunities
coexisting with the migrants' expectations of advancement
and improvement in their life style.

To augment insights gathered from this study, certain
research areas on aigration from the Philippines to Sabah,
Malaysia, need further exploration: (1) Comparative
analysis of Philippine urban centers and other SEA urban
centers; (2) Adjustment of Filipino migrants in Sabah;

(3) Bthnic differentiation in the migration stream between
the Philippines, Malaysia and Indonesia; (4) Degree of
socio~economic and political participation of Filipinos

in Sabah; and (5) Implications of the Filipino migration
to Malaysia with regard to diplomacy between the two
countries.
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INTERVIEW BLOCK

(For Interviewers:)

RESPONDENT!S NAME: _

DATE OF INTERVIOW:

LANGUAGE OF INTERVIEW:

TIME OF INTERVIEW: FROM , TO AM./P.M.
INTERVIEWER: N SUPERVISOR:
# REMARKS:

# Please take note of 1tems available in each household
@.g. furniture, tables, sets, etn.
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QUESTIONNAIRE

Cagse Number 1 - 3
Code 4

INTRODUCTION:

This survey is a project of the Southeast Asia
Population Research Awards Program, Tanglin, Singapore
and the Mindanao State University, Marawi City. It is
eonducted to determine the characteristics of out-
migrants to Sabah, Malaysia from the Philippines. The
information that you will provide will be used as basis
for evolving better policies and programs on manpower
development for Muslim Mindanao. DPlease cooperate by
answering honestly every item in the questionnaire.
Your answers will be held in strictest confidence.

Block I. Background Materials

Instruction: Please encircle the number that corresponds
' to your answer.

1. What is the size of your landholdings

Under 2 hectares veesese 1 9 = 10 hectares ssesse 5
3 - 4 hectares cessee 2 11 - 12 hectares ceeees O
5 - 6 hectares cieeee 3 1% ~ 14 hectares eseeses 1
7 - 8 hectares coeses 4 1> - 16 hectares sessee 8

17 above hectares esesee 9

2., What is the pattern of land~holaing in your area?

OWHNEY eesooesessesessnne 1 Tenant ecesecescsescnee 3
Owner-—tenant seeeeseees 2 1CaBSEe ssverevecsssnsens 4‘
NONE seevessscsssnccssnes 5

%, How many members are living in this household?

1 = 2 seecosenssoacesee 1 9 = 10 cevesecsssesess D
3 = 4 cesessssesensense 2 11 = 12 seeeovscsccsses O
B = 6 eesesssesscssssss 13 = 14 veeeevessconses 1
T = 8 sevacevroscscccaes 4 15 = 16 ceveconsssssses 8

17 2abOVE cecovensessose I
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5.
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How many families are living in this household?

One (nuclear family) seseeees 1 thIree veveeeeeesens 4

One but with/non-famil fOUr eivievenensees 5

members (maid, friends?...... 2 FIVE vevvvnnvnnnnns 6

two .Q.l‘..l’........l....... 3 SiX e essesesnnseses 7
more than six ..... 8

What is your means of livelihood?

Proprietor (owner of bDUSINESS) seeeeesssooseccscsevens 1

Manager/official (such as corporation,
government, department head) veeeesesecscececcscscaces 2

Professional (such as doctor, lawyef,
teacher, accountant, engineer, €tC.) cesessocccoscsceecs 3

Clerical and Sales (such as salesman,
bookkeeper, interviewer, office Clerk) seeesseesseecoss 4

Skilled worker & foreman (guch as machinist,
barber, lineman, Carpenter).cieceeecscssessscscecsssces 5

Semi-skilled or unskilled (such as driver,
waitress, janitor, factory workers, 1aborer).eeeeeee..

6
B TE T 44 itieeenenssnnessscorcnsnnncesncsnesosssness 7
Fisherman L R T T R <
Homemaker Or JODLESS teetesoeoeosanncaneossesosnseness 9
Others (please SPECLILY) eevvvseessvsssoenesssssonnees 10

What is the means of livelihood of your spouse?

Proprietor (owner of buSinesSS) weeecesseccssovessssees 1

Manager/official (such as corporation, government,
deparment head) ...........O.....‘........‘.......... 2

Professional (such as doctor, lawyer, teacher,
accountant, engineer, etC.)eseeeescceesccsscsscocscnes 3

Clerical and Sales (such as salesman, bookkeeper,
iIlterViewer, Office Clerk) ‘0...........0!'0.......... 4’

Skilled worker & foreman (such as machinist,
barber, lineman, carpenter) .v.eeecscossescascoccesses 5

Semi-skilled or unskilled (such as driver, waitress,
Janitor, factory workers, laborers)...................

6
FAYTIEY o4t voeooosossnsncssasoseonnososesssnsnsnsenssss 7
kammwl.u.”.u.u.u.n.u.".u.u.u.“.u.u..8
Homemaker or jobless sesscesssssssscscnsssavrvsssccsses O
Others (please SPECITY) eveeeseesecocsscscesesnsenses 10

10
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1. What transportation facilities do you usually use
in going outside of this community? 11

Kumpit (motor boat) sesses 1 sail boat veeeeeccees 3
pumpboat “scceeceenss oo 2 no data R 4

8, From what type of people did this village community

originate? 12
natives 0 0 0.8 0000000000040 l refugee ® 0 0.0 0 000800 080 3
Settlers ® G0 0 0080 00086000 00 2 no data L K B BN BN RN BN BN BN BRI BN 4'

Block II, Characteristics
of Out-Migrants

Please encircle the number that corresponds to your answer.
(Instructor)

1. How many members of your family have migrated to Sabah,

Malaysia before martial law? 13
one 0 0 2 00 0 00 00000 0s e PON O VL 1 Six ® 5 000000000 B OSSO OEILE 6
Wo & 0 0 0065 000 0 08000 000 s 2 S even e 000 008000t BOLS 7
thre e ® 00 0.0 000 0000 0008 oo 3 e ight ab Ove e 0 0 00000 00 8
f our 0 & 02 & 0 00 0O OB O OO SOOI OPOES 4‘ none ® 600 00000000000 9

five ............'........5
2. How many are males? 14

Six L I I I I B B T I I B B B B ] 6

One ® 8000000 09 00009 S0 N0 0D

Seven €02 500800 00000900 7

two ® 00 0 0000000000000 0000

three ® 0 0 00 0 00 HO OO OPLXPOEEPLIPOEPOOOODN eight above ..........8

four ® 0 8000000000000 000 00 none .....l'...l.......g

AS2INE SRR G AC T o

five ® 0 & 050 00 0P 20O OO OO OO NS
3. How many are females? 15

one o 0 05 8 000 4000000 s 00D Six ...'.......’......' 6

SEVEN eeeesesseccsaosns T

two 0 0P P OO PCPOOEIPLEOIEBPOISIEOSEOIEQTAORDSPY

three ® 000 S 8200000 BOEBESE eight above 0 00000 0e 8

none 4 000 000000000000 9

four Cesevs s eseeseerrsss e

Ul &~ W o -

five R R Y
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How long has he stayed in Sabah, Malaysia?

One year below eeceeeeances L 6 YyEarS cesesosssccsss O
2 JEArS sesescccssscscscns 2 T yEaArS sesevsoessceee |
3 JEArS sevassscnsesceccss 3 B JeArsS eceescvesesesecs 8
4 JEArS seseeessusossscaas 4 9 years & above ,...e0 9
5 J€ars esesscccos. - ceassee D N0 data ceeesvesseess 10

How long has she stayed in Sabah, Malaysia?

1 6 JEALS svecesssnssens b
2 JEArS seececsscecasssees 2 T y€ars seeecacescenee T
3 JCArS escssscsss sasesss I 8 JeArS cecscccosssess 8
4 9 years & above sesees 9

One year below sece0s0s0e

4years ® 6 0 000 000 T OIS BDIS OO
5 VTEAr'S eesvssesssnssossos 5 no data eessessvsnssss 10

When he moved to Sebah, Malaysia, was he:

Single & 5 & 00 © 0 80 O 90 " B O OO 1 widowed ® ® 0 & ® 00 08 000 P 4
married ceeeccceosncssocese 2 divorced ceecescccccces D
Separated ® 0 6 8 006 0 000 00O OO 3 no data ® © 0 ¢ 0 O O 00O OO SO 6

When she moved to Sabah, Malaysia, was she:

Single ? 66 00 00020 e oSO e O 1 Wid Owed ® 6 000 s 000000 O 4‘
married & & 0000 08t O OO REe S 2 divorced @ 69 6 0000000 oo 5
Separated G 0 s 000w OO OO LND 3 no data 6 00 008000 000 6

What was his educational attainment when he left for
Sabah, Malaysia?

NIONE soeveevscesvssssvsasss L high sCchoOl seseencese 4
Primary eeesceecccesssccccss 2 COLlege eviveovncsveanse D
elementary eceeeccssccescce 3 PeyoNnd ceeesecccccsses O

No data eeeseacsecocee 7

What was her educatvional attainment when she left for
Sabah, Malaysia?

NONE seesvesssscocsssnsocs L high scho0l seeceesees 4
Primary eeesecececsccncess 2 COLlegE srevevescsnses D
elementary ceeceseesscesee 3 beyond .eeesevcesnnses 6

NO data ceeevssssccses T

16

17

18

19

20

21
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11.

12.
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14.
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What was his place of residence in the Philinpines?

City S0 0000t sesCBe OO 1 barrio e 00000000000
tOWn S s 0B e 000000 e 2 Sitio S 00t 0o e 0B oD
no data e 0 20 a0 s seoe v

What was her place of residence in the Philippines?

City 0 00 0 500 060t &S00 0 1 bart‘io o & B 0 0008 40 oo
town ® 8 0 5 0000 000 ¢ 0% 0 000 2 Si.tio e 0 0 0 8 00 0 5 0o s 0000
No Aata seesscvacvene

What was the average monthly income of his family
before he left for Sabah, Malaysia (in Peso)?

below 300 eeevesesseess 1 701 = 800 veseecccnen
301 = 400 eieacesscceee 2 801 = 900 seveeccnnas
401 =~ 500 seeeesccanses 3 901 ~ 1,000 seeeceoen
501 = 600 vevevenecenes 4 1,000 & aboVe eesvese

601 - 700 e 00 v 0000000t 5

What was the average monthly income of her family before

she left for Sabah, Malaysia (in peso)?

below 300 ceeeeesscnvee 1 TOL = 800 seveecocsee
301 = 400 seeeeeoenncae 2 801 = 900 eeeesvecces
401 = 500 euveveeecooes 3 90L = 1,000 seeevnees
501 = 600 seesececneasnes 4 1,000 & abOVe eceeeess
601 = 700 eseesssevsses D

What was his occupation before he (left) moved to
Sabah, Malaysia?

Proprietor (owner of DUSINESS) eveeeeececssecscnnse

Manager/official (such as corporation,
government, department head) seeeceesesesceceosesese

Professional (such as doctor, lawyer,
aCCOuntant, engineer) G0 cessevrrstaessrasNeseratee

Clerical or sales (such ag salesman, bookkeeper,
interviewer’ Office 01erk) 0 00 000 0000 0B 80t 000D

Skilled worker and Foremsn (such as machinist,
barber’ lineman, Carpenter) e 0B s Ee st e ss s es e

Semi-skilled or unskilled (such as driver,
waitress, Jjanitor, factory worker, 1aborer .eeeceecee

Famer LK I B B B B R BN AR BB B BN B BN BN BN SR RE AU NN RN SR BE RN BN BB RN RY N BN BN BN AN BN BN AN IR BC N I )

~

O 0 3 O

(CO TN ¢ /B N0 )Y

5

6
7

22

23

24

25

26
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15.

16.

17.

S R0

Fisherman ® 9 0 ¢ 0 0 000 00 0 C OO N P OO PSS OO T 0N S TN 0 0000 S 8
Homemaker Or jObleSS .‘.\.-0 .0 0 6 0 990 00 &9 00 9 0 &S9O O N OO e 9
Others (please SPECIfY) eeeeeesiinenscisossecnsenssas 10

What was her occupation before she moved +to Sabah,
Malaysia?

Proprietor (ow.er Of BUSINESS) veevesssessscescesses 1

Manager or official (such as corporation,
government, department head) .ieeeeeescecseessosesae 2

Professional (such as doctor, lawyer, teacher,
accountant, engineer )..eecescesessscessosososaccococsas 3

Clerical or sales (such as salesman, bookkeeper,
interviewer, office CLETK) ceeeeceerorconscnsesensas &

Skilled worker and foreman (such as machinist,
barber, lineman, cCarpenter) ceeeeescscecesssescesscas 5

Semi~-skilled or unskilled (such as driver, waitress,
janitor, faC'tOI‘y WOI‘ker, 1abOI‘eI‘) 00 0000 ss0 000t aSe

Famer ® 6 % 400 00 000G QOO0 OO 0N O NGO OO OO0 OO OO GO OSSO IES RN

Fisheman L L B B B B N N I A A N A A A N N A N N N NN NN NN NN RERE X

O 0 3 O

Others (please SPECITY) veeeeesvecnsnssanscccessanns
What is his present position in Sabah, Malaysia?

Proprietor (owner of bDUSINESS) eeeeceecssessocsssceas 1

Manager or official (such as corporation,
government, department head) seseseeceseceecesocsnses 2

Professional (such as doctor, lawyer,
accoun‘tatn-t, engineer) ®® 0 5 0 0 0 0 90 0 90 S O PP O G RO EO PG E O 3

Clerical or sales (such as salesman, bookkeeper,
interviewer, office CLErK) veeeeeeescscssccosecscsns &

Skilled worker and foreman (such as machinist,
barber, lineman, Carpenter) ce.eeeeececesssesseescese 5

Semi-skilled or unskilled (such as driver,
waitress, janitor, factory worker, 1aborer) ueeoeeee.

6
Famer ........................’........O....'......7
Fisheman '...l.....'.................l.........'...8

9

Homemaker OF JOD1ESS seeeesesenesssssccossasscnnsass
Others (please SPECITY) eoeeessevscocescaressssnees 10

What is her present position in Sabah, Malaysia?

Proprietor (owner of bDUSINESS) seesssecceccooscnnses 1

Manager or official (such as corporation,
government, department head) eeeececssssecosesnssssee 2

27
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19.

20’

21.

31

Professional (such as doctor,

lawyer, teacher,

accountant, engineer) usieeecececssoceccsccoscscnsace 3

Clerical and Sales (such as-salesman, bookkeever,
interviewer’ office clerk) ¢ 09 00008 s b0t O o0t PAEOTNE 4'

Skilled worker and foreman (such as machinist,
barber, lineman, carpenter) ..eeesesscececsscocccses 5

Semi-gkilled or unskilled (such as driver,
waitress, jamitor, factory worker, laborer).. .. ...

6
Famer 0.'.0....‘0'.-.'.........l..........QO'OI....7
8

FiSheman S 0008040008 P OO P OO OLOIRIONEPOISEOEDBOEOSEOOEOIOEOIOITIOEOS

Homemaker or jobless L R N RN E R W W 9
Others (please 5°2C1ifY) veseeencvorecscsscsascnsses 10

If he is married, separated, widowed or divorced, how

many children does he have?

less than foUr ¢vececesoee 1
four ...‘.............'...2
five AR R Y 3

SiX ® 0 0800090000000 POePOITESE 4'

BEVEI secevevoscssscsoscses 5

If she is married, separated,
many children does she have?

less than four seeesceeces 1
four .l..l........‘.l....‘ 2
five "l.........l.l'..'.. 3

Six 0000001000‘00.000.0.0'4

SEVEIN seeecessassesssesses D

eight teveevecccaseses 6
NINE cevsssssesvesoses T
ten & above sievessees 8
NONE sseesssssvssnssas 9

widowed or divorced, how

eight cieeveeeessenrss 6
NiNE csveesoveassccsss 7
ten & above sieeeesees 8
NONE seovssessescssnse 9

What is the manner of movement to Sabah, Malaysia when

single?

alone cscsecesessscssessese 1l
with original family ee.e. 2

with others o 6060008000 3
no data ceessssscsnces 4

What is the manner of movement to Sabah, Malaysia

when married?

alone D
with current family .eceee 2

with others secsssesss I
no data».............. 4

30
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25,

26,

27

32

With whom did he first stay in Sabsh, Malaysia?

with relativeS.seeseees 1 lived by himsell .ueeeseee
with friends seseeesees 2  others (pleace specify)..
no data esceeecscessnecssen

With whom did she first stay in Sabah, Malaysia?

with relatives seeeseee 1 1lived by herself .eeeeecee
with friends .seeessess 2  others (please specify)..
no data esesssserss 0RO

How old was he when he moved to Sabah, Malaysia?

below 15 years ceeveess 1 31l = 35 JEALS vesevascsss
16 =~ 20 y€ars seesecees 2 36 = 40 YeArs seecesasoccs
21 = 25 years ceeeeeess 3 41 years & above seeeeens
26 = 30 YEars seeececes 4 N0 QA2 ceeerececrstcocnns

How 0ld was she when she moved to Sabah, Malaysia?

below 15 years seeseses 1 31 = 35 years eicececcces
16 = 20 years ceeeeeess 2 36 = 40 JEArS sesecsecoecs
2l = 25 years ceeeeeees 3 4Ll years & aDOVE cesceceses
26 = 30 yEArS seoeecase & N0 212 cevseevscacnccnss

What was his reason for moving to Sabah, Malaysia?

to get a better JOb teeeseeeossescrsacrosnscasccncsnss
to be with friends and relativVesS seeeesvesoccscccnsss
evicted from former PLACE weeeeecsossoscososonssoncess
t0 be Closer 0 WOrK seseeeccesssscocooancensssoncans
for education of children seececesoesccorsocsossssaces
dissatisfied with former Place sseececessssscosccascscs
more opportunities in new PlaCe seeeeesccscsoscescnns
income improved csesessesecsssssscesacseccssssncscnsse

What was her reason for moving to Sabah, Malaysia?

to get a better job R R R T T T TS
to be with friends and relatives seececsoccscscccscse
evicted from former PLACE seeesesesoscccoosocssssonss
to be closer t0 WOrK seseessscescosrascscscososcssense
for education of Children seeevsceccscscacesssscossns
dissatisfied with former PLlacCe ceeeeosseeecsssscscess

3
4
5

3
4
5
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33

more. -opportunities in NeW 1ol veeseescsocnsocessese 7
«income improved .I.....bc"..".0..................'0.'..8

28. To what specific point.did "he move in Sabah, :lalaysia?

Tawal seeeeeveses 1
Sandakan seveeses 2
Sempoerna ceeeeee 3
Kudat veeeeeveens 4

29. To what specific point

Tawal eveveveenee 1
Sandakan seeesess 2
Sempoerna seesees 3
Kudat seeeeeeeees 4

Labuan ceceseesscrccecocescnee 5
Kota Kinaball seeeeeescoescees 6
Lahad Datu seveeseesescnceeeee T
Others (please specify) o..... 8
No data sceeesessesesssoncncnes 9

did she move in Sabah, Malaysia?

Labuan ceeeeveereesesenssnness 5
Kota Kinabalu vv.veeeeesensess 6
Lahad Datll sees seeeeennocecee T
Others (please specify) ...... 8
NO data seseescecccenncescenes 9

Block III. Motivating Factors

40

41

Instruction: Please encircle the number/s that corresponds
to your answer,

1. How did he learn about the place in Sabah, Malaysia?

Iriends ceeeeeeess 1
relatives seeevess 2
NEWSPAPEYrS sesesee 3
radio/TV veveeesee 4

2. How did she learn about

friends seeeesseee 1
relatives seeeseee 2
NEWSPAPErS eecsene 3
radio/TV viveveees 4

3. What is your assessment
Sabah, Malaysia?

Yes, better ceeeee I
No, WOrSe +eeeeees 2
no change teseeens 3

Government reports/publica-
tion ....'.................... 5

others (please SPecify) .vsee..6
no data Seeccersrtsrersssesne 7

the place in Sabah, Malaysia?

Government reports/publica-
tion PPN ssercestvenentesnsnes s 5

others (please SpeCify) vevees 6
no data .....'..........'..... 7

of his present life situation in

no opinion .........l.l......l4
no data .....l...‘.......'.... 5
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What is your assessment of her present life situation
in Sabah, Malaysia?

YeS, better seseveceee 1 no Opinion R 4
nO, WOI'SG OV & OO ES OPOS 2 nO data ....l..lol.....‘B
no Change tesssccssane I

What is your reason for your positive assessment?

better economic situation NOW eeeeccccssccsssscocsns
better chances for economic development seeeeveesee
good for children's fubure sieesecescecsccscccocecne
with closer friends and neighbor's NOW sesscccesesos
place of his origin was no good, has to leave ..es.
present place peaceful and NiCe esescescscocsccccnce
attractive migration rUleS seeeessccscrsocsccocsnce

(oo N e NS I RS A

others (please SpeCifY) s0 0000 et ases et et s st st ns
What is your reason for your negative assessment?

should never have left o0ld place better ceeeecesess
NO JODS seeentecvsevssssssssnscscassoscsscssssosscsesasas
SChoOlsS DA eeeescvoasvscssacscssnassscsassssssssnce
community peaceful sveeecocseseensencsccscncescssas
strict Malaysian migration rUle seeecessccccnsccses
lonely in Saball seeecssecessssseccossesasccscsscscas
worse economic condition NOW ceesesecccecaosscosces

30V W NN H

others (please SpeCifY) Ses s o s se00s0 et e R sssBOERIGETDS

What are the things that he liked about the place in
Sabah, Malaysia?

close to place Of WOrK eeeeceocccsccssocesscocsscss
cheap housing and rent eeeececeosceccssscsssscsosccass
people are cooperative ceesecevescsenresrscsscncscoas
place is PeacefUul .seeeesecssscssresscescassorscncos
place has services (light, water, €tC.) ceeceeescces
close to friends and relativeS ceeescecesavessscans
Nnear SChOOlS sesesescssccessscssrasstscsscscsscsscse
others (please SPECITY) ceeesesesocvcsccscnsscenans

O 3 Ot WD

What are the things that she liked about the place
in Sabah, Malaysia?

¢lose to place of work P
Cheap hOUSing and rent ceecesesccccveccosocscscssne 2
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35

people are cooperative ceeeeececessssssccsscsssssces I
place is peacefUl ceeeesonssscsccasssases -« -..eeeee 4
place has services (light, water, etC.) ceceeesesase 5
close to friends and relatives eceeesececceer -ossass O
Near SChOOLS ceeececessrseensossosnssoncasnonscsssannes [
others (please qUalify) ceeeecescesccsccasssssscases 8

What types of opportunities offered for him in Zabah,
Malaysia?

better education cceceeceecscsccscsssosssssssssssanscs
better companionsg, g£00d COMPANY eceesvsesscscssssvncas
better Job ProsSpecCtsS ecesvsccesscssssssscccescsscscnse
close cultural and other social opportunities eeeceds
better opportunities for travel sieeeesceccceccncsss
better political opportunitiesS cececescesacessccsses
others (please SPECITY) seeesvscscccessssoascsccsnns

~1 O\ A~ N

What types of opportunities offered for her in Sabah,
Malaysia?

better education seesessesscssscssssssssscascsssssans
better companions, g£00d COMPANY eescesssecsssscsanss
better Job ProsSpeCtsS ceescocscsesescssccossscasssssssne
close cultural and other social opportunities secees
better opportunities for travel seeecescscescoscsccs
better political opportunities cececececccscecossose
others (please SPeCifY) ceecescrccoseccscssscsancase

e AN S I R UM B \O I o

What are some of the government activities in your
community?

physical programs (roads, filling in low places,
bridges, housing, €1tC.) ceeececseececsscsensescsasne L
medical programs (health center, vaccination,

birth control) seseseeesscosesscacesesesssscssaconses
soclal welfare Program eccesescssssccsscscscssssscsacns
peace and OrdEeXr ceescsecccccsssssssssssssssossscssass
edUCATION eeveeerercosescosssascnvasssasssssssssssscns
Information eeeecesceovessossscsvccsscscscsossscosccne
others (please SPeCifY) sevesocevessscsrscsossccnsnns

[0 TS BN oA O B SR G A AV

none 8 0 602 0000860 000600080600 0680600600008 N 04ssasBeNsIENNOSIEES
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12, What type of government agency involved?

national govte ceeeesesee 1 semi-public agency ... 4
provincial g£0Vi. seecessee 2 others (please specify)5
local Z0VE. ceevecscesecs 3

13, What is your assessment of the government programs?

14,

have not heard Of aIly L I B B B B I B R R B BN T KR BN N BN B NE BN NN BE BN BE BN BN NN

Very gOOd L K BN BRI B B B I R I R B Y I I BN RN B BN R BN BN B BE B NN NN RN NN BE B BN R BE B BE B NN A

not SO gOOd 9 9 6 5 060 900 DS OO 8 0O P PE OSSO PE OSSP EOOSOPS PSS

1
2
3
BOOU seeeessscosssrsossssscasesscessssassasnssssnssscsses 4
somewhat Negative tevececccsssessscsssssoscsssssssssse D
VXY NeZabtivVe ceeecessscsccccccscstsoscsscsscosscscnsas O
7

others (please SpeCifY) e s et ees ettt s s P00 s OB RRTOS

If you were asked to suggest programs of the government
for your area, what do you think should be the program
of the government?

provide medical
SEYVICES eessssccsccsse 6
give education seeeeee 7

provide free housing ....
provide free land esesese
provide cheap housing ...

provide cheap land .eesee employment

Ul

give credit seeveccascoss opportunites seeeeeese 8
relocation seeescesees 9

others (please specify)l0
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SEAPRAP

THE SOUTHEAST ASIA POPULATION RESEARCH AWARDS PROGRAM

PROGRAM OBJECTIVES

* To strengthen the research capabilities of young
Southeast Asian social scientists, and to provide
them with technical support and guidance if
required.

To increase the quantity and quality of social
science research on population problems in South-
east Asia.

To facilitate the flow of information about popu-
lation research developed in the program as
well as its implications for policy and planning
among researchers in the region, and between re-
searchers, government planners and policy makers.

ILLUSTRATIVE RESEARCH AREAS

The range of the research areas include a wide
variety of research problems relating to population,
but excludes reproductive biology. The following are
some examples of research areas that could fall
within the general focus of the Program:

* Factors contributing to or related to fertility re-
gulation and family planning programs; familial,
psychological, social, political and economic
effects of family planning and contraception.

Antecedents, processes, and consequences (demo-
graphic, cultural, social, psychological, political,
economic) of population structure, distribution,
growth and change.

Family structure, sexual behaviour and the rela-
tionship between child-bearing patterns and child
development.

inter-relations between population variables and
the process of social and economic development
(housing, education, health, quality of the environ-
ment, etc).

Population policy, including the Interaction of
population variables and economic policies, policy
implications of population distribution and move-
ment with reference to both urban and rural
settings, and the interaction of population variables
and law.

Evaluation of on-going population education pro-
grams and/or development of knowledge-based
population education program.

* Incentive schemes — infrastructures, opportunities;
overall economic and social development programs.

SELECTION CRITERIA

Selection will be made by a Program Committee of
distinguished Southeast Asian scholars in the social
sciences and population. The following factors will
be considered in evaluating research proposals:

1. relevance of the proposed research to current
issues of population in the particular countries of
Southeast Asia;

2. its potential contribution to policy formation, pro-
gram implementation, and problem solving;

3. adequacy of research design, including problem
definition, method of procedure, proposed mode
of analysis, and knowledge of literature;

4. feasibility of the project, including time require-
ment; budget; and availability, accessibility, and
reliability of data;

5. Applicant's potential for further development.
DURATION AND AMOUNT OF AWARDS

Research awards will be made for a period of up to
one year. In exceptional cases, requests for limited
extension may be considered. The amount of an
award will depend on location, type and size of the
project, but the maximum should not exceed
US$7,500.

QUALIFICATIONS OF APPLICANTS

The Program is open to nationals of the following
countries: Burma, Indonesia, Kampuchea, Laos,
Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Viet-
nam. Particular emphasis will be placed on attracting
young social scientists in provincial areas.

Applications are invited from the following:
* Graduate students in thesis programs
* Faculty members

* Staff members in appropriate governmental and
other organizations.

Full-time commitment is preferable but applicants
must at least be able to devote a substantial part of
their time to the research project. Advisers may be
provided, depending on the needs of applicants.

Research proposals may be submitted at any time, in English or in the national language of the applicant.

Closing Dates for Applications
SEPTEMBER 15
MARCH 15

Notification of Awards
JANUARY 2
JULY 1

ADDRESS REQUEST FOR INFORMATION AND APPLICATION FORMS

to

SEAPRAP
INSTITUTE OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN STUDIES
Cluny Road, Singapore 10
Republic of Singapore
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