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Most OER research taking place in Global North
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ROER4D Research: OER Adoption & Impact

Research on Open Educational Resources for Development in the Global South

GENERAL OBJECTIVE:

IMPROVE EDUCATIONAL POLICY, PRACTICE and RESEARCH in developing countries
by better understanding the use and impact of OER
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ROER4D Funding

year project (27 Aug 2013 - 27 Aug
2016 with an extension to Feb 2017)

& OSF
| Grant 2 - DFID

Regions
South America
Sub-Saharan Africa

Central, South & South-East Asia

International Development Research
Centre (IDRC) research projects in 7 clusters
Open Society Foundations (OSF)
UK Department for International
Development (DFID)
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countries

time zones




ROER4D Hosting — Network Hub
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Research on Open Educational Resources for
Development (ROER4D)
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In what ways, for whom and under what circumstances, can the
adoption of OER impact upon the increasing demand for accessible,
relevant, high-quality, and affordable education in the Global South?
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Overview of ROER4D’s 7 Project Clusters
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ROERA4D Project Clusters & Coordination
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ROER4D Project Objectives
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ROER4D Implicit objective: Open research

To meet our explicit objectives we realised that we needed to undertake our research
as “openly” as possible

Curation &
dissemination

Research
capacity
Communicatio

Knowledge Networking
building

Open research




Defining Open Research

ROERA4D definition:

Open research is the process of conducting and sharing research in which a
selection of research proposals, work-process documents, literature reviews,
methodologies, research instruments, analytical frameworks, findings and/or data
are intentionally shared on publicly accessible platforms in order for others to
freely access, use, modify, and share them subject to measures that preserve
ethical practice and legal provenance.

S

How can open research
practices be achieved in the ~
ROER4D project? When does Open
\_ J Research conflict with
established doctrines in
research cultures?




Four dimensions of openness

" Process of engaging with open research has led to emergence of four
dimensions of open research

|deological Legal Technical Operational

openness openness openness openness

Grappling with their definitions and relationships is part of open research
process



Defining ideological openness

Foundation of beliefs about the purpose and value of openness in

research

While proponents of “radical openness” (Tapscott & Williams, 2013)
promote a wholly open approach; others such as Resnick (2006)

caution for the need for some secrecy and protection

Belief that open research adds value to the research process
through the transparency and accountability gained through barrier-

free access to research outputs
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practices
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Challenge: developing and explicating a
coherent ideology of openness is an
important foundational step towards
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Towards ideological openness

« Developing a shared
understanding and vocabulary of 7 ™

what openness was in the Instrument
. guestions
context of our project.

Analysis

tools

« Developed a nuanced ideological
openness where research would

be open by default if it adds
. i Methods
value, is ethical and legal
« Getting to ideological openness
IS a negotiated process where

misalignments become
apparent.

Sharing

research
outputs

Findings

Framework/s Proposal

I/
I\./l

S~— Literature /
Review

Early intention to share outputs



Defining legal openness

Legal openness refers to the use of appropriate alternative licensing
mechanisms such as Creative Commons, as well as the knowledge and
resources required to apply and/or negotiate open licensing, copyright
clearance, and the related intellectual property considerations that accompany the
decision to make outputs and data legally open and reusable.

/_/\ ~

Challenge: which legal permissions
would be feasible given subject matter,
what is valuable for users and
producers and what was practical?
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Towards legal openness ;
¥

" Sub-grant agreements stipulated that
(where possible) all outputs and findings  ROER4D Data Publication Guidelines
would be made available under a Prepared by Michelle Wilmers (updated 13 November 2015)
Creative Commons licence

Suggested citation: Wilimers, M. (2015). ROER4D Data Publication Guidelines. Retrieved
from: http:/itinyur. com/ROER4DDataPublicationGuide

® Challenge in publishing research data

necessitated a complex data publication ~ ontents
Strategy (nGEd to abide by ethical 1. Introduction: The ROER4D Open Data Initiative
. . . 2. ROER4D contractual framework and data security mechanisms
principles and protection of research 3 Ariculaing a data management pian (DWP)
partl CI pants) 4. How io prepare your dataset for publication

Step 1: Conceptualise the dataset you wish to publish
Step 2: |dentify points of sensitivity in the data

® Open licensing of internal reporting B e
documents necessitated a more 5. Ackoowledgemens

6. Useful resources

reStri Ctive Iice nce — CC‘ BY‘ N D . Appendix A- Digital Curation Centre (DCC) DMP tool description category overview




Defining technical openness

Technical openness refers to

* the use of open file formats and open software development standards to
ensure equitable access

* publication platforms that support open licensing and provide secure, long-
term access to resources with adequate metadata to ensure discoverability;

* openly published datasets that allow for the data (and thus the analysis and
conclusions) to be interrogated and elaborated upon.

/T

4 )
Outputs can manifest varying degrees of openness depending
on their technical format/mode of publication which are not
aligned with licensing provisions or ideological intentions of
authors

\ )




Towards technical openness

Four elements that facilitate open research practices:

« Collaboration — project docs to be written & edited within and beyond network

« Availability — outputs to be hosted on secure , stable platforms for no-cost
accessibility and discoverability

* Revisability — utilising open file formats (with open licensing)

« Verification — tools and instruments to support analysis and interrogation of
research results.

a2 A
All tools, file formats and
platforms to provide no-cost
access and are freely
available

\_ J




Towards technical openness - collaboration

An intention of Open Research is to
enable collaboration between
researchers

Use of cloud-based authoring tool
Google Drive enables researchers and
mentors to create, edit, review and
comments across 16 time zones

Due to limited connectivity and
insufficient experience, Google Drive is
used mainly by Network Hub Team but
remains useful storage space and for
viewing latest versions of documents

Use less technically open tools such
as MS Word when required
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ROER4D Research Concepts - DRAFT under
construction

Created in March 2014 by Cheryl Hodgkinson-Williams
Updated by Cheryl Hodgkinson-Williams and/or Henry Trotter on 29 March 2015

To make sure we all have a shared understanding of the concepts that we use in the ROER4D
study, herewith are the initial descriptions that have been compiled . Please feel free to comment
and Henry and | will synthesize the comments!

Table of Contents

Open Educational Resources
Educational materials
Adoption

Access

Create/Creation

Avaraness

Share/Sharing




Towards technical openness - discoverability

" Open Research practice relies on stable curatorial platforms for sharing
project outputs and to ensure outputs remain accessible after project ends.

" Need to support open licencing, support multiple content types and genres,
assure long-term stability, zero-cost deposit or access; use of international

metadata standards

" Online Open Repository platform such as FigShare, Zenodo and SlideShare

remain options
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evelopment (ROER4D)

C3 :j“—]
%5

Recent Uplcads

S T ) (e
ROER4D Sub-project 1 - South and Scutheast Asia OER review

Ubrarzaraw, Gagmrn;

The ROERAD project endeavours 1 0dvir at 1636t Uvea regiont n the Globual South, namely, Scuth Amanics,
Sud-Saharan Africa. and South and South Last Asia. Mowever, background information on OER projects,
policies and reseacch and nformation on

&bushpub@gmadcom -

L 6] E_B_4 D

R

Research on Educational
Resources lo?gdopmenl (ROER4D)
Thia collection curatos the research outputs and

products of the Resesrch on Open Lducations
Fescuroes for Dewelopment (ROERAD) prapct

—

Chosen Zenodo to
host final research
outputs

~




Towards technical openness - revisability

" File formats exist on a spectrum of technical openness: impacts on their

accessibility, revisability and remixability

" More ‘closed’ formats can be viewed with free software (PDF/EPUB) but are

less revisable without proprietary software.

" More ‘open formats’ such as ODT, ODS, HTML, XML allow for remixing of
constituent elements using open source software

® Other formats such as MS Word facilitate reuse and revision and would be a
popular choice but requires proprietary software

T

Committed to releasing final
outputs under a range of
formats

g

~

AN

Aware of tensions between our
choice of formats and user

wanted (e.g. use of PDF)

\_

preferences and kinds of reuse we

~
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Towards technical openness - verification

" Open Research practice implies a value-added component to the research
process — interrogation of open data contributes to verifying the research

" Tool or platform requires access to data that underpins analysis and
conclusions and to enable third-party and longitudinal/latitudinal studies.
Partnered with DataFirst.

" To guide researchers, the project launched the ROER4D Open Data Initiative
and developed a series of Guidelines for researchers to encourage data
sharing

DataFirst

DataFirst Home  Data Dissemination  Data Portal  Other African Data  CiRations  Contact un

) Eisans n -

Home » Data Portal » ZAF-ROERAD-RSCADERSA-2015-V1

South Africa - Research into Social and Cultural Acceptability of Open Educational
Resources in South Africa, ROER4D Sub-project 4

Refarance ID zaf-roerdd-rscanemsa-2015-v1.1 Crested on Oct DR, 2015

,' ” Year 2015 Last modibed Now 24, 2018
R Country South Africa Page views 756
‘ Producer(s) Regearch on Open Educational Resources for Development Downiceds 116

{(ROERA4D) - University of Cape Town

Sponsor(s) international Development Research Centre - IDRC - Funder

e e e https://www.datafirst.uct.ac.za/
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Defining operational openness

The enactment of ideological, legal and technical principles in the course of
conducting research:

" Practices that emerge as a result of critical reflection on where to be more or
less open as specific context dictates

= “if it adds value” has been a touchstone when grappling/choosing between
commitment to ideological openness and when a more nuanced approach is
required

" An agile and strategic approach to support research management process



Towards operational openness

Sharing and maintaining an open ROER4D Research Bibliography for
reuse; sharing research instruments and some data

Open communications strategy: engaging stakeholders early in project
and sharing early findings through website

Intention to release draft research reports for comment (mid 2016)
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210 in principle I'm sure, yes. | think it could. Because a large part of our time is taken up with curriculum development, so that’s part of our tuition and If that Is reduced substantially then
396 more time perhaps for research or maybe assessment rather than curriculum Sc1don't ly see it 3s a bad thing, could be a good thing.

(Well I'd have to abide by it, for sure. They're quite strict about policy and procedure.
4,11 |[int: Okay, so if they say, you'd pretty much do it.]
397

Following the money for OER: reflections
on the ROER4D SP11 research project

Yes. Oh yes, we're quite disciplined as an Institution.
Ya, well, that’s an interesting question. It can be interpreted in different ways. Well it must certainly be a coherent policy, because we don't always get coherent policies. And it must b

commitment... link up to the vision, | mean, what's UNISA’s vision? To be the leading distance education university in Africa, or African.... In service of humanity? So it must... OER is sort]
the vision anyway. So you'd expect this to be a natural development. But they're also very strong about branding and there are some groprietary things. Study guide Is not like a sort of
a lecturer at a contact institution might have, It's ... the study guide is very formalised, very quality assured and it’s proprietary and | don't see the university allowing us 1o make that fres
Despite what [the OER Coordinator] said in the workshop. | just don‘t see it. | don't really see it. It's part of . | mean, it"s what we sefl In a sense. So anyway.

{Int: If the university... let’s ook at a coupie of possibilities. One would be that it becomes part of your KPAs or b partofa lated._.. or there is some financial Incentivé

a mandate like_.. there's nothing, you just must do this [int: unclear] which one of those would be most beneficial for you gersonally, would inspire you the most.|
412 |Wow, | reatly haven't thought much about this. | can't give an easy answer. The financial thing is not that important to me, | mean, I'm paid a salary and It's a good salary and | will deve
curriculum as part of my job description. If they become OERs, fine. Butya..
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Operationalising openness leads to “critical
openness”

|Ideological
openness

Legal Technical Operational

openness

openness openness

Critical openness

= Offer “critical openness" as a counterpoint to "radical openness”

" Strategic decisions need to be made with regards to which open practices will
be practical for project, given time, resources, sKills.

" Difficulties with timing and sharing interim data and analysis and respecting
individual researchers’ aims to mine own data first before public release

" “Critical Openness” is a thinking tool to apply to the lived reality and
messiness of Open Research Practices



Full paper:
King, T., Hodgkinson-Williams, C. A., Willmers, M. & Walji, S. (2016). Dimensions

of open research: Reflections on ‘critical openness’ in the ROER4D project.
Open Praxis, [in press]

Thank you!

Questions?
Comments?



Links

Website: www.roerdd.orq

Contact Principal Invesigator:
cheryl.hodgkinson-williams@uct.ac.za

Follow us: http://twitter.com/roerdD

Presentations: www.slideshare.com/roer4D
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