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TRAVEL DI.ARY OF PIERRE PR.ADERVAND 
March 27-M~y 1z 1.2§9 

LAGOS, NIGE~! 

Thursday, March 2:Z,: My arrival in Lagos from Geneva was . 

slightly delayed, due to my Nigerian visa not· arriving i.n time in 

Jl.lgiers •. : I was ~traight away taken to the Ford Foiindation flats, 

a.small appartment house the Foundation maintains for passing 

·guests. where I was to pass a few very agreeable days· due tci the 

discrete. :and courteous service of Mr. Eshiett and M:r: • .Akpan. 

Friday, March 28: Tlie day was· s.pent at .the. office going 

over ·an impressive pile of files Mr. Hanson (absent in Ibaaan) 

had prepared for me. Mr •. Wolters was kind enough to truce hie 'tor 

a good two hour drive through Lagos, which included an amazing 

open-air local market, a real Babel of smells, colors and humans. 

Running through th~ files, a certain number of questions 

crune to my mind concerning basiC policy orientation in the.field 

of ~~amily planning: on what basis should one try to introduce F.P. 

in countries as ·Varied as Mauritania,· Congo 'and Algeria? .. ;How 

should one conceive the presentation of' the problem: under the' 

purely individual (or family heal th) aspect ·(which seems t 0 have 

. been .the approach of. Mr. Deane of the Pathfinder Fund in Mali~ 

Haute Volta, Mauritania), althoug};J.i '.th~': real r easori may. he: qU:ite 

different? I will come back to these problems at the end of this 

report. 

'\"" \~-
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Saturday, March 29: The day was spent revising an article 

published in the Decembor issue· -Of- Development et Civilisations 

(French development journal: title:. 11 La Course Demogra1'.lt-±.e -

Development Economique) for AID Paris. (M:r. Harcourt) who wru}i;s to 

have 5000 copies made. The paper aims at making a brief' synthesis 

of recent developments in the theory and practice of family pla..'1ning 

in developing countries. Copies should be available for distribution 

in 2-3 months time ( 20 p. + 6p. am10ta.ted bibliography). · 

§Ei_i.a;y, M?ch_jQ: !:· Hanson came in .the morning to give me 

some papers of' Jack Caldwell_ to reci.d. In the evening, T had· dinner 

vvith Mr. and Mrs. Hanson at their home, during v1hich it was, decided 
·-· ..... 

I would go up to Ife to settle on. my definite journey with Jack 

Caldwell. It was an extremely pleasarrt eveping, and I. am .sure. we 

discussed African art as much as demography. : 

Monday. March :il_: At last I managed to finish the large pile 

of files (probably 10 pounds or so) Ihadfound on arriving in Lagos. 

Tuesday,j_JZ.rilJ.: Today I drov.e 140 miles to University of Ife, 

which with its 20 square miles of camp~s is, apparently the largest 

.. 

in the world. Very friendly reception f'rom th,e _Caldwells: at whose home .. 

I am staying. Apart fr()m ;:t general discu_ssion on demographic ,trends 

in tropical .Af'rica, Mr. Caldwell .,and I discussed the following· points: 

j 
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1. - T'ne proposed itinerary of the jou.r:ney might be the following: 

- -First st2ge: Congo Kinshasa and the Cameroons, then back to 

Lago_s. 

Second stage: J)ahomey, Togo, Ivory Coast, Haute Volta, Niger 

and back to Lagos. _ 

Third s t_age>: . Senegal and .back t,o Geneva via Tunis 

2. We discussed a book on .the· demography of' ~ropical .Africa 

with a separ~~e chapter. on each country, that Mr. Hanson 

suggested Jack Caldwell ed;i.t, using a mm1ber. of difrerent 

authors for ind;ividual chapters. It seems to me it would 

be well worthwhile bringing out a book which would contain 

contributions on' the whole of .Africa •. It would be easy 

to find contributors for North .Africa, (Seklani for Tunisia, 

_Babri_or Bourcier de Carbon on Algeria, Egypt no problem, may 

be Beriyoussef for Morocco and Libya), and ther~ are few 

· chances of a book of this sort com~ng out just f'or North 

.Africa. (The book by Benyoussef which appeared a couple of 

_ years ago on the Maghreb is already largely outdated, due to 
. . . . . . . 

a great _quantity of recent stB;tistics, incl~i!lg two 

censuses - Algeria and Tunisia). .Also the uppeal of' the 

poo~ would be much greater, as well as :)its ·crn!1lillercial 

(publicity) value. Two books have r ecen1'.1Y appeared in this 

\ "" 
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f'ield on tropical Af'rica, as yet none on the continent as a who1e. 

The additional costs would be small compared. to the intellectual 

gain. 

3. The third main point we discussed (rather brief'ly) was the 

Dahomean proposal for a demographic survey (se~ letter of 

M. Gedeon DASSOUNDO·, Sous-Directeur des Statistiques Demo-

graphiques et de la Production to Dr. Heisel of the Population 

Council, dated 1 3 March 1 969). · 

·one can make the following remarks on the Dahomey proposal: 

. (a) The sample seems to be slightly on the large side, 

(sampiing f~action·for the second strate of the srunple -

i.e. people to be interviewed in each village chosen 

is r2 = 1/2) · 

(b) More important, the nwnber of interviewers they expect 

each interviewer to do seems to me rather high: each 

interviewer is expected to obtain complete vital 
',· 

statisjcics :from an average of 10 households per day 

. (approx. 5o pe~ple), 25 days per month, dur.ing 14 months 

(7 pas;s~ges' ~~e ;every 2 months in each household of a 

gi~en r~gion). -~ It se.~m; to ine quite unfeasable to 

! . maintain such a' strenuous rythm during s·u~h a long 

p~riod.'(approx. 20 months if one allows for a 4 week 

· break). · 



• 

- 5 -

The total cost of the survey comes to just over 100,000 US dollars 

for approx. 26, 000 households,_ which is not very expensive per 

household, but then it might be higher if the rythm aimed at_ 

cannot be maintained. (See further comments under April 8). 

Yfednesday, AP.ril 2 - Sunday April 6: ·These four days were spent 

going th~ough the documents Jack Caldwell had given to me. On 

the Thu:rsda:-y,. I had a good talk with Dr. G. A~ Williams, f:resident 

of the Nigerian Family Planning Council, and Lagos City 1fealth 

Director. This_ interview was mainly for my own information on the 

medical aspects of fami_ly planning in tropical Africa~ 

I would like tO mention one very interesting remark made by 

the Polish Dean of the Faculty of Economics at the University of 

Ghana, who said in a lecture at the School of P.dininistration that 

"Developing coU!J.tries like Ghana:should permit an'optimurn rate 

of population gro1vth, perhaps about 1% per year" •. (West Africa, 

February 8, 1969'; p.158). 

, ... 

. :". 

/ 
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COTONOU, DAHOMEY 

Monday, April 7: I drove over t·o Cotonou, Dahomey, this morning 

short four hours drive from Lago·s. In tho afternoon 9 as offices were 

closed (Easter Monday L I went over t·o see the tfoods at the Mission 

Methodiste, as recommE:nded by Douglas Deane of the· Pathfinder Fund., 

Geneva.. ~- Margar~"t_J:Lood works. a few mornings a· .. week. at. the 

ncentre d 9 Orientation Familialer', an excellent euphemism used to 

describe tho country's first family pl;;i.n~ihg clinic (Mrs, Wood is 

a fully·qualified midwife and has received training in loop-insertion 

in Britain). 

Composition of the Centre ·d'Orient~tion is the foll6wing: 

Presidents: 

Treasurer: 

Secretaries: 

Medical 
Advisor~ 

Rev. Henry (head of local ffothodist 
Church) 

Mrso Margaret Wood 

Rev. Raymond Wood 

Anne.Lewis) 
) 

Mary Mew ) 

wives of methodist 
ministers 

Dr, Fran_k Walkhoff, Da.homean 
Director of a private'clinic, who has 
been inserting loops for. about 18 months 
(soe below) 

The Center receives assistance from the Pathfinder ~'und. 

'11he project received nn unoffici;c•l 11nihil obsta.t 11 from prior 

Heal th Minister, Dr. Badarou, (now r-:inister of Foreign /iffairs), 

Started on Guy Fawkes day (5 Novembor 1968); but less boisterously 

than the date mir;'ht indicate. Ao yet, progress hn.s been very slow; 

·.;; 

... 

' 
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in twice-a-week clinics 1 since November 19681 only 24 loops (as of 

April 7, .1969) h,:1ve been inseriedo 3-4 women are on the _pilJ., Most 
....... ~ ~ . . 

are multiparous women in the 26-30 year ran5·e referred by friends or 

Dr. Walkhoff and who simply hav~ enough children. 

Address of the Rev" and Mrs. Raymond Wood: 

B.P~ 34 - Cotonou 1 Phone No. 42-84 

Polygamy seems still very widespread in most areas. A young 

science teacher at the Woods home told me that in certain more tradi-

tional regions in the North, parents had been opposed to the opening 

of schools 1 as school attendance would deprive them of the childrenvs 

manual labor. 1.I1his seems to indicate that chil,dren are still considered 

very much an economic asset in· r,ural areas. In urban Cotonou ..... only 

137 7000 inhabitants - one does.not yet encounter the growing social 

·· ··problems of larger African· towns' to the extent of places like Kinshasa 1 

Lagbs or Algiers 1 al though abortion is becoming a seriou:s·:problem 

(cf~ infra). 

The state-run P.M. I. run by Dr. (Mme) Badarou 1 wife of the 

· ·· Miri'ister .of Foreign Affairs (see· below) is to receive a ·new wing ( th·,nks 

to joint AID~ Christian Aid 1 G.B, 1 a~sist·nce) on the condition that 

they will stai~ a ~.P. clini~ there 
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!.,uesday, April 8 ~ This morning 7 short visit to the; Ceptre d v Orienta-

ti on :li'amiliale 9 where Mrs. Wood -· nd Mrs. Lewis \1Gre waiting for someone 

to turn up. At 9.30 9 I went to see-M._me (Dr.) J3;:;,darou 9, a m_ost charming 

and soft-spoken woman who has a real interest in F. P. __ She re{;'retted 

that her responsibilities· in the PoM.L did not .UJake it possible for 

her to-attend tho Chicago summer course, but suggested I come back the ... 

·-next day to discuss other pos-sible candidatE:s 7 and also that I go and 

~)ocial Affairs 

Madame I3adarou: Phone No. Private 29-19 
PJ,, L 35--·38 

Dr. Amoussou Off ice 26-70 to 72 

Dr. Amouss.ou had asked his :i;·_:onseiller ~-·ecLnique'1 , Dr. Jean 

Hounsou 9 to take part in the discussion" Dr._ Amoussou expressed a 

genuine interest in the Chicago summer course 7 but also explained thn,t 

it was difficult to find people who could be let off for such a long 

period of time. Nevertheless, he expects to find 2-3 candidates and 

promised to write to Lagos as soon as possible. 

We broached-- the more general topic of family planning .J,nd de-

velopment via the sitbation in Algeria: both doctors bombarded me 

with questions concerning the Centre de Planning Familial of Mustapha 

hospital (Algiers), and Dr. Amoussou has evidently given the problem 

some thought. Neverthcless 9 ho seems to think tho question of F.P. 

premature anc-1 discussion not very useful as long a.s one lacks basic 

demographic d;::t.ta - a position wit:! which I find it difficult to 

disagree. 
' 

·- -
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Dr. Hounsou broached the problem of polygamyp which as I have 
. 'i:.·. 

""aJ:r~a:dy ··m'~rtti«:'inod .. iS zci:ui to· ~Jl.despr~~:d'·:· ·· ·There are in his opinion two 

t •.. 

main reasons to this: 

·th<'~ first rc2.son, an economic one P is thn.t polygamy is an 
. economic asset 1 in that· there are more ·hands· to work in the 
fields; 

the second reason, which according to Dr. fJ .. .moussou might be 
eve~ more import.,nt 1 is the- very strong ta.boo ,.... ::i.ppT.trently 
widely followed - on sexual intercourse while the wife is 
lactatingo. 

I.n the afternoon, my first i·nterview was with Dr< Frr.mk Walkhoff 1 

Dahomean :eh;:csicia~. and. director o_.f. a private· c~inic. Dr. Walkhoff has 

.alreac.ly insert~_d. about. 100. loops, among ·both European ancl .llfrtcan 

. women (althoug}1. now he: refers most women to the C0rttre d 10rientation). 

He is of the opinion that abortive mec,sures are ·.frequently t~dcen ... . . by 

. . rn.a;r-ried women who have enough children - he mentioned the figure of 3/ 4 
...... 

. . ;i.1.11.en spea.;lcing of the proportion_ of miscarriages which had been arti­

ficially induced, and thusin his opinion, file tcrr~n est favorable 
. . 

a-u planning familial". Any woman with 4-5·childrcm will do all she can 

not to have any more (an opinion I cannot quite share). Nevertheless, 

he also thinks that any real propaganda for F~P. would awake consider-

_able re_sistance by the husbands, i-iho ~re afraid thri,t if their wives use 

.eff,icient contraceptives, they will also st~lrt to be uhfo.i thful (an 

argument alre.>.dy heard elsewhere) 

':'" : 

-----~ 
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Later on,' I saw :Mr. Gedebn Dassoundo I Sous-Directeur 'des St'J.­

i_istiques Deinographiques, Direction de la Statistique 7 M:iriistere de la 

Prospection et du PlQ11 7 with whom I had a long discussion concerning 

' ' 

the demographic survey for which the ?('.)Vernment h2..s officially asked 

assistance from the Population Council. Mr. Dassoundo impressed me 

_favor.ably as being a. serious person 7 al though he lacks experience in 

this field to a certain extent (·which 'woiild make the assistance of a 

.. ,competent demog~apher all the_mo~o necess~ry). We discussed in detail 

the technical aspectf? or this proposed survey, nd as I have written to 
., ... f •••••• '······ • 

Dro Caldwell and Dr. Heisel on this matter 7 I will not go into it here" . ; . . ,. . 

: -~-The discussion cle.=i.rly _outlined the urgent and pressing need for 

_a.serious s11rvey 7 which seems to me absolutely vital, as this country 

J;ias_ only very deficient data in_ this respect. The only scientific 

.basis whatsoever is a sample survey undertaken by thG French INSEE 

. of f.<J.ris (Ins ti tut National dErn Sta tistiquc~s et dGs Etudes Econo-
. ' 

miques) 9 under 100% French direction 7 i1i th not even a d_emographer at 

the head of the mission. ':Phis sa_mple survey was undertJ_ken in 1961 

(sample fraction 1/20 of thr~ administrative population). 

The main problem is that it is a known fact that this demographic 

basii::i is incomplet_e. (Small subsequent exhaustive surveys rL'We shown 

for a region o. population someti_me.s largo:r 7 sometimes smaller than the 

; 1administrative 11 population which formed the bo.sis of thG census). 

Thus, o..11 present estimates ~ and they are admittedly hazy a.t that -

are b2.sed on a sampling fraction which may contain a largo bias, but 

the direction and magnitude of the bias is unknovmo 

I,,~~: ·' I, 

\ - I_ 

~· 

' 



;; 

.. 
. , -

,'~ 

' 

- ·11 

All dernograpJ:+ic data are b'•sed either on th.is -~:-µrv~y;, or then on 

very theoretical calculations baEied on U"N. estimates •.. 

It also soems that the chances of a census being.made ~nl970 are 

very poor indeed - £or the following political reasons. Tho Ninistere 

de1a Prospection et du Plan .has no minister - preseritly, the President, 

t· Dr. Zinsou, is responsible for its running, but does not appear to 

havo _the. time to look into any of its problems. The Director of 

Statistics is not even represented in the Council of f,iinistors and 

the Minister of Agriculture has. thus ha.d an easy time convincing his 

coll~agues that th,e agricultur~ .. 1 census - to be made in 1970 - is more 

important. 

'11he country apparently has had some kind of "Planii for the years 

1966-1970,. and another one is being pI'epared. The 1961 dat2. gave a 

figure of. 28% .for the number of children in primary schooL The 

Ministry of Education gives a .figure. of 29-30% for now, but as there 

have been n.o new schools_ quilt during the last 5 yer·rs, this must 

_evidently represent an optimistic. assessment of tl;le si tuatior:j espe-

cial.ly as the 1961 figure was b 0-~.sed on tho HJSEE sample. survey. 

Mr. Dassoundo (who by·the way is a colleague of M. Bahri from 

Algier.s - they graduated togeth,er from INSEE) also g:>ve me some 

figures for the 11 Allocations familiales 11 
•. Th0y a.re only paid out to 

salaried workers. Since 1969, they are restricted to 6 children 

{bofore 7 it was unlimited). Civil servants receive 2,500 CF/i. per 

child (very approximately $10, which is a considerable sum for here), 

·others. _on~y 7QO CFA. 

/J 
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The Direction de la Statistique unclertook in. 1966-67 a household 

budget surv~y? wlth French funds" .Approximately 300 'out of a total of 

1900-2000 villages were surveyed. As the project ran out of funds 

when underway, all the IHM cards were sent t~ INSEE.to be analyzed • .,,. 

and the Dahomeans have not yet received the resul tso ·.This is, of 

course, most ~nnoying 1 as they urgently need· the data for the next 

Plan. It must be added that this gave them usoful.experience in 

the field of managing a larg·e survey. (I also spoko with one of the 

supervisors, a M. Sauvy not the French demographer, by the way,) 

. . 
ifhe following day 1 I again had a long discussion with E. 

Dassoundo 1 concerning 

a) The definition of tho "population administrative 1
' which forms 

the basis. of the 1961 INSEE study. It n.ppea.rs (cf. my letter to 

Dr. Heisel and Dr. Caldwell) that in some re;I:ions the sample 

basis could have been as oid as 19 56'? 19 57 This makes an 

exhaustive count of the population all the mo~e necessary 

b) The survey budget. I ~ould like to draw attention to the 

fact that M. Dassoundohas not put into tho budget tho costs 

·vrhich" will be incurred by tho Dahomean gov~rnmei:it·,· e g. his 

' . . 
ow:ri salary 7 that of additional administrative ::nd secret.'".rial 

.. .. .. . 

person:rici 1 ·etc, 'J.:h ... s gives the impresE:ion that the D:;Lhomeans 

are: asking th~ C~uricil to .pay all costs of -6i1e s~vey 1 which 

of" course· is not so. We went into the budget point lJy point, 

::i.nd. it s~enis tO me ·rea~onable de-rt cinly is he.s not been 

artificially inflated anywhere (as e. go the Algerian K,l!P · 

••• 
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survey was -- although final costs were 50% higher than initial 

"inflated11 estimates). 

Other technica1 problems· a.re also referred to in the· above:..' 

mentioned letter. 

I also met M. Ogo~a. Directeur:_j._!J~la_J?_,tatistiqU:e. TeL No. 41-03. 

!~dhe~~Y. April 9: My first interview of the morning was with 

Mr. Clingerl!lanJopiQ.,._~on Offices a~u~··s~. E1!1-bassy. Mr~ "c1irigerman 

gave me an-interesting briefing on the backgroUnd of' the country which 

is hardly er.couraging but which could influence any project undertaken. 

The country suffers from instability~ :no poli ti6ian' ii1' power having 

ever managed: to get the .backing .of all three pbwer groups: (North, Central, 

and South Eastern regions). At the: present rii.oment~ the country' is 
- . ,. . . . ·. 

undergoing a severe financial crisis: salaries of the 18,500 civil 

servants eat up 70f..~ of the· budget ( 11budget de fonctionnement 11 ). ,. I 

was told that Dahomey has more . civil servants per capita than any other 

African country. The President, Dr. Zinsou, has recently cut all 

salaries by 30;\b; and last night ori the radio said this was not the end. 

France gives budget subsidies, and thus has a h~ld on all governments. 

All this mea11s ti austerity cuts ri are being made everyvihere. tt 

is thus not c.t a.·11 ·certain that t he gov'ernment will decide to undertake 

a full enumeration of the population (the co~t of which might be about 

80;_100,000 dollars from a.· quick estimate made by Mr~ Da~soundo). This 

means the: demographic· survey would h[r~e to a.r8.w 13:. sample on the. basis 

of the 1961 French survey -- ·which would be a bit like building a house 
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on sand. (I have a cop;y- of the INSEE repoJ'.'t which I shall give. to 

Jack Caldwell). 

Mr. Clingerman also mentionGd that the ];!I)bassy had sent a 

demographic stncly project to Washington, in 1968, but that they had 

received no rGply wha.tsoever. This .project seems to have had 

Population Council ba,ck.ing from what Mr. Clingerman ·said. A project 

sent by the U.S. Embassy in Lome has met with the same fate. 

It might be wo,rth checking this with AID in 'Nashington. , 

At. 10.30, I met again with £Arne •. Badarou. She, like Dr. 

Walkhoff' and Dr:- • .Aasani.(see below) has noticed.the sharp rise:in 

induced abortions in past years (e~g. there are nwp.erou~ deathsfrom 

tetanus infections among young mothers). Me~hods (abortif'iciants) 

usually used are quinine, potassium, and especially. permanganate 

which, applied locally, leaa.s to complete e,rosion of thG uteruf) (with 

consecutive hemorrages if the utero-cervical artery is damaged). She 

thus thinks any P.MI-based FP clinic would .meet with a great success. 

Asked for the reason of the little succes.s of the Centre d' Orientation, 

she thinks it is in part c1:ue to its :)..ocat~,qn (cramp(; ·:l quarters in a 

private clinic) which put it out of "the mainstream of int.eres ted mothers. 

Mme. Badarou ldndly made an appointment for me to .see her husband., the 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and ex-ministe:i; of.heal~h (lVI.D,). 

. ' 
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Dr. Boni, the only military M.D. of the 3,000-4,000 strong 

Dahomean army, came over to have lunch with me. He is no doubt the 

most enthusiastic person I have met concerning F. P. We had a most 

cordial discussion on many matters -- including the present regime and 

power structure. Dr. Bon:l.. seems professionally an exceptionally 

honest person -- which alas does not seem to apply to all his colleagues. 

He expressed great interest in the Chicago summer course, and, due to 

his position (his "medical populat:Lon" counts approximateiy 30,000 

people -- 10 :x: 3000 -- ~d· as· ·a merriber :or the· elit-e ·and -an M.D. he can 

have considerable influence, e.g~ he gives· courses to the midwives), 

I think he would be· a worthwhile candidate -- not to mention his keen 

personal concern w::l. th the problem. 

The first half of·Wednesd.ay afternoon was again spent with' 

Nrr. Dassoundo (see. above), and at 4-. 30 I met Dr. Badarou, Minist~ 

~reign· Arfai~. The main· aim of' my visit was to try and· impress ·upon 

him the importance of' the enumeration asked for by the statisticians. 

Dr. Badarou, although expressing concern about the inadequate basis 

of the 1961 survey of which he was not aware, was quick to point out 

the financial di:f'ficulties of the country, and' also the fact that it 

was up to the General ?ecretaryof the Ministry of Planning to· convince 

the President of the Urgency of this project. Wben we broached tho 

topic o-r family planriing, Dr. Badarou, while expressing his total 

agreement with the basic concept involved, added th2.t the 11 popUlation11 
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aspects of the matter were very delicate, and that misunderstandings 

were all to easy, especially when Westerners were the promoters of· 

family planning? I mention this not because it is nev~ or strildng, 

but because it is a note that was struck,. in one way or the other, 

by. every single one of' the Dahomeans I had talked to. It was a 

diplomat's way of saying, give us t he information and let us do the 

deciding. 

At 17.30 I had what I consider. my Il)OS~_fruitf'ul discussion with 

Dr. Layis sou Ass ani. ~ad . of' th~,,g_tonou Mat~erni ty Clinl£_. Both. Dr. 

and Mrs. Badarou, Dr. Boni and Dr • .Amoussou ,had told met hat Dr • .Assani --
was ''anti-F. J?." or at least_ lukewarm.,.· This proved totall:y-, wrong: -Dr • 

.Assani is cautious about the pill. and the loop because he-~ seen 

some very negative side effects, but is . deeply preoccupied by the wave 

·.of -a,bortions which. fill his clinic; he mentioned numerous individual 
.! •· • 

cases with the obvious concern of a physician who _is deeply pre-

occupied by this problem, and who sees family planning a1:1 the only 

_prophylq.ctic agent ce.pable of combatting q.bortion. He w.as ·extr::.3.mely 
~· 

. interested by the Chicago seminar and very much hopes the Minis·cry 

will designate him to participate. No other person. seems. to ·me 

bette.r qualified to attend, and should the Ministry of' Health, 

for .. reasons of internal rivalry, decide.·to sen.d someone else, I think 

we 'should do !all we. c811 :to g·et him ·ac.r.oss f-or ,one month :¢luring h:i,:s 

holiday. 
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Due to the early closing t irne of the frontier, I had to put 

off my departure for Lorne till Thursday morningo 

I would like to.mention the existence of the Institut de 

.. 'Rechernhe ~J?_iiquee du Dahomey ( Ill@l si tu_§.ted at P~p Novo, and 

relatea_ to the :fi!l'J.nistry of Education. Director: Mr. Adekevi. (home :rfo. 

24-23, Porto-Novo; Office 26-56). Despite two trips to Porto-Novo, I 

did not manage to see him. Dr. Boni spoke highly of him. They 

employ various specialists, amongst whom a sociologist a This might 

warrant further investigntion on a next trip. 

]:£ME. TO~O 

.Th_ursday~ ¥1.J,_1Q: I arrived in Lome by road around 10 o 1 clock 

and rang up Dr:!-vid. an~ Jo :inn Sti~, AFSC representatives in Togo. 

To my delight I learned they had a room for me at their house -- thus 
... · .... 

relieving me of the artificiality and tediousness of the Grand Hotel 

style for a few- days. Arter having been received with typical Queker 

friendliness, we sat down to making a list of the most important 
.. · L .•.. 

people to see; and. made appointments i"or the next two days. 

My first renderzvous was with Mr. Verdier, of the !nstitut du 

Banin, now responsible for the Togo KAP survey. Work on the survey 

has just begun. Interviewers are all school teachers who received a 

15-day training course and will interview in their respective 

villages the women ~r 5006~ households cLe. where there is one head 
_,,·: - . 

of family, which might imply 10,000 women). l'IIr. Verdier, ex-language 
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teacher, has trEi.ined himself as an ethnologist and is preparing a 

f'ascina.ting 11Doctorat · d 'Et at" (considerably more than a FJ:i. b. _in 

the French system) on popular Togolese myths. N.r. Verdier turned 
·; . 

out to· oe lj:--l:;erally a gold mine on Togolese customs. Just two days 

ago, a sorcerer 'had told "him··1¥h8:t' ty:pe of bark they USEi td make·;.", 

abortificants~ 'With another· plant, Mr. Verdier assured me, they 

managed to make grandmothers of 60-65. lactate, ~s. well as yOlL11g 

girls· -- 'a- point that might warrant investigation by a pharmacologist. 

It is quite impossible in these few notes to convey the richness 

of the information we received, but the 'following have som~ bearing 

on fertility problems: 

. ; . . ' . 

- in some regions, clitorectomy is still practised.··· ·The 

rationale is apparently that v:omen must not enjoy the. sex 

·. ,· 

act. (Mr~ Verdier has actually filmed soxunl initiation 

ceremonies, during which.clitorectomies and circumcisions 

are performed, and this must certainly be a unique document); 

- age at marriage can be exceedingly low -- in a locai;~~ple 
the 

for/_ KAP survey, a few girls had been married· at th .. : . c;c of 

'. 
1'0 yEfars. . .. - . ' ~ ... 

after four months marriage, a woman who has not conceived ... 

can take a lover. If she then becomes pregnffi.it, she leaves 

her husband (if no~ he leaves he~). This prevents fecund 

-~,' 

' 

women living with sterile males. ' '. 
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, 
Although this has nothing to do with fertility~· I would. like to 

mention that in his study of Togolese myths, Mr .• Verdier has found 

the· exact replica of the s·to:i:-y of Oedipus -- an interesting ·reply to 

modern specialists who criticized Freud for believing the·oedipal 

situation to be a universal one. 

.At 11-.30, Mr. Stillman and I went .to see~ j]NSEE gra~~-~) 

]..esponsible des Statistiques Demographigu~ at the Diredtion des 

Statistiques Generl1.les, Ministre du Commerce, de. l'Industrie, du 

Tourism~ et. du Plan, Rue du Commerce, Tel. 22-87. 1.'Je mainly discussed 

the.one and only cep..sus that was held in the country between 1958 and 

1960, i.e. over a 3-year span! Due to lack of personnel, one French 

statistician was responsible for the whole set-up, (this is the reason 

it.was done first in the tovms, 1958-59, then in rural areas, 1959-60). 

Mr. Lookyhimself was the first·to aa.rnit that the results were rather 

hypothetical. This is due to many reasons -- e.g. in tmms, census 

interviewers were paid according to the number of people interviewed, 

definitions were frequently unprecise, etc" -- but the main reason 

being evidently the time lag between. surveys done in torms ( 1958-59) and 

rural a,reas (195'.;7-60) which.presumably means many people were omitted --

and maybe some counted twice, 

The following year 9 a demographic survey based on.a 1/10 sample 

of the. ·population was made (I managed to get a copy I will give to 
.· .!. _. 

Jae.~ paldwel+. No copies of the census are avaiiable for removal 

although I spent 45 minutes studying an office copy.) The following 

I .... 
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est~mates, based on t~is survey, are still the official figures for 

Togo'. 

. Qr:ude . birth rate : 

Crude de.ath rate: 

Male life expectancy: 

Female life.expectancy: 

Growth rate: 

Total population as. .. 
estimated on 1.1.69: 

32 years 

39 years 

2.6% 

1 ,802,000 

Mr. Looky believes total population may have topped 2 million 

anC!. that growth rate might be approaching 2. 9-3f'f but says he lacks 

conclusive data to prove this~ 

The Direction des Statistiques had prepared documents and a · 

q~e~tion~aire for a new censU:s~·but.the government, as in Dahomey
9 

appears for the moment to have second thoughts concerning it :.._ for 

cost reasons. Thus it is probable that in 1970 only an agricultural 

census viill be made. This is all the more .regrettable, due to the 

fact that Mro Looky mentioned they. have 10 qualified Togolese 
.. .. · . : .. . . but . 
statisticians, some INSEE gi'e.duates ,!_most he.ving received their 

,.trainirig at' the C.E.S.D~ irt Paris, (Centre· ;;;uropean d'e Formation 

des Statisticians Economistes des Pays en Voie de Developpement) 

(O~B.C.D.?) 

My last interview of the.day was- with Dr. Ce:testin Edorh 
i::.:::a::..:r~ ===-' 

Director of the brand new Lome Health Center (B.P. 1621 - Loine; office 

' 
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phone 21-63; private 25-13). He expressed a real iI).terest in F.P., 

mentioning that women at the PMI (i~clude!l. in the Health Center, which 

is mainly a prophylactic institution) daily asked for access to 

contraceptive methods. He. -thinks. that F. P." i.s ·a_· real problem in towns, 

and that a growing number of' doctors are interested in it. But he 

quite :Strongly expressed the opinion that to try and introduce F.P. 
I 

in rurrl areas, rrc'est mettre la charrue devant les boeuf's 11
: f'irst, 

one had to raise the living and health standards of these regions, 

before thinking of introducing F.P. He would like to go to the 
. ' :· -~ 

Chicago course another year, as this yee.r it woulc!_ be impossible 

for him to attend. 

Friday, April 11: The first rendezvous of' the day was with 

Dr. Gadagbe. Medecin-chef of M..Pl:L.&:t the Ministry of Health and 

pediatrician. Dr. Gadagbe seems extremely concerned by family planning, 

both under its heolth (abortion rate growing) and social aspects 

(r~ilies un~ble to cope with so many children). He straight away told 

us that he hc.d talked about this problem at a recent V\IHO seminar for 

health administrators. 

He expressed a great interest in the Chicago summer course, and 

I think he would make the most suitable candidate available, 

due 'both to his position, (he would be responsible for orienting 

ministerial policy in this field) and his personal concern, Two 
·;··. :·· 

other candidates were suggested: 

1"'11111 
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- 12£.. (Mme) Amenyran· Flor!.,~"t_ine, 

medecin-chef of a health" subdivision· 

. (regional health directo.r) and obstetrician. 

- Dr. Quad j oVie Christ 6 phe ' 

Directeur du cabinet du Ministre, 

.·Ministry of Health. 

Dr. Gadagbe thinks th8.t family planniii.g is a deep concern for 

many people. Neverthe.less, he spoke with a great sense of humour 

about opposition to ~amily planning amongst members of the government~ 

~'Our wives are unedu~ate·d ·- if ·they don '"t fualce children any more, what 

will they do?n) .?..nd· especially in the ranks of the Roman Catholic 

hierarchy. He has had some quite sharp discussions with the local 

Bishop about this question, who requested him tn come .and. discuss the 

inatte:r'" wit:h ·him9 after the Bishop had li.-e·a:ro.with-great-distress about 

Dr. G~dagbe' s activities in this field. Dr. Ga·dagbe quoted himself 

as having said to the Bishop that God wasn't going to till the fields 

of those who ~vere. hungry nor give vittunin pills to the children dying 
. . 

of Kwashiokor. Nevertheless, he did point out that great discretion 
. . 

was necessary, just because of this very vocal opposition - most of 

the elite in.the South are C~tholics. He cautioned that too much 

publicity might lead to what. recently happened on Gab~n (something 

I overlooked completely) where, f'~llowirig. rather a lot of publicity 

on behalf' of dOctors who were. v'ery open ab~ut distributing pills 

and inserting loops, the governm~nt,.under pressure from the Roman 

' 

,. 
c 

' 



' Catholic hierachy, passed a law forbidding the importation of 

all contraceptives - a law which is apparently being enforced quite 

severely. 

He mentioned that doctors could freely give contraceptive 

advice on an individual basis, and that the French anticoritraceptive 

law of 1920 was.not enforced. 

Another problem he spoke about - and.which various M.D.'s have 

men.tioned to me on this trip - was the opposition of many Africans 

to the loop, to the idea of a fo~~ign body inside the woman·1 s uterus. 

This was objected to as much by husbands as by women - although to 

what extent he did not say. 

He also told us that a new Heaith ·~ducation Cehter was going 

to be opened where family planning information would be available. 

He confirmed that riumerous women use tradititinal ab6~tive 

medicines (like Dr. Assani in Cotonou, he is most preoc6~pied by 

the problem of abortion) j and was. the first person to. m'ention that 

many young girls ·are resorting to prostitution. 'Family·. allpwances, 

he said, were of about 1200 CFA per child up to the fifth'~hild. 

The last thing he mentioned was th~ case of ~·desperate·e~~penter, 

father of 3~ children (5 wives of which j were deceased ·or gone} 

who implored him for contraceptive methods. 

The second visit of the day was to Mrs. Nomenji'o, wife of the 
.. 

Reverend Nomenjio of the Englise Evangelique du Togo, an ex•school 

) --

L_ ___ _ 
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: teacher who gives a mo·re general· 'course on farriily· life' and marriage). 

Mrs. Nomenjio has been to Geneva, where. she stayed for thre/e weeks 

w:i'..th a c·entre d 1 Inf'ormat·iori .FaniiliaTe, a local 'counseli/.:.:; center for 
' .• · I 

fand..lles in Geneva. -She E)xpressed the interesting opin;Lon that, 

.the need for family planning arose when monQgamy 'was imposed· upon 

people · (o;~,._when :they ·resortE/d· to. if 'therns.eilves1)'atr,_ d.ue._ to 'the very 

..... ,'s'trong taboo ·'~n:·-~~·:itlla'.C-intercourse dur1ng"1abtatio-:n·, :couplssil.S'earch 

''for a:· 'wiv out of this probl~rlrv:£a .F. P. I d:an. iinagine this m1~t·:be 

: .. ~ fu~tiv·e ih· ·a. v~ry Chri~·tial.1 hunily~ 'but ·I tend t·o doubt it has ·a 

more general validity • : '• 

. ' .. \ . : . . ' . : •, 

Like rillinerotis 'other· people, Mrs •. Nomenjio ·mentioned. the rising 

. ~~bble~ ~ree:ted ·by 'grci\tlng .. nl.lmbers 'of' ·pr~gnant-")g:lrls, of'ten at v-i3ry 

young ages - 1 3 onv[ards according t'o· Mrrie. ; Mikem ..:. see belovv for her 
•(.. . 

interview. -

. ~: ·, . . 
The last iritervi~~ oi the mo±-"ning 'was: ID. th Mr. AlEn Dean~ of 

This'\~~s quite. a long discussion concerning ·the' necessity 

for. developing indicators sho.;tlng the presence· of a ·popul~tioh problem, 

., ··· . "~thout ne~ess~ily.having t~· resort to 'the ~-ostly procedur~ of a 

census. We also ai.s'cu~~-ed the import'artce of. lvICH in introducing 

family planning, ~d ~~ Deai{ r~'gretted that· AID could"not 'use 

would warrant considerable more research. 

-- -

' 

.:>' 

( ' I 

.( ,1 

I ' 
I 
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: : ; ·.' ' :-:.:. • r ") : • 

In the ai'ternnon, accompanied by the Stillmans, I went to see 
,1·" • '. •.•• ••• :').:.:.:· 

Dr. Andrae ·~t~··tfie 16ci~i-·ii6·iip:J;__t-a:J:.~ ··This liO'sp:Ltal ·vias built a few 
• \ :., ' : ' • ~';' r1. • • : •' : ·•• ·.~; ·• 

years ago ~vi th German funds~- and is run .by a team. of Germari -doctc>rs ~ 
. . . . . . . . j·. ·.: i ... : ;': . ~: .. ,·: .. : {. ~··.;. :: ·-·.:.' : ·, ..:.1 '· - !. . ·, ... 

although the head of the hospital, who was ·-av1ay' vrhen"'-\=,0·-·c-ailed is a 
. : . : ' . . · .. ··.· '•, ·.,. :i· ':.: :_\ !:; • i 'c.. 

Togolese, Dr. Amen LAWSONo Dr. Andrae is a German surgeon and 

obst~tr:i.ci;m'.~ ana was kind enough to receive us despite a very 
' ;. .. ,( __ . . . . ~ ' 

heavy work load which seems a general rule in the hospital. 

Dr. Andrae was of a very different opinion from Dr. Gadagbe. 
·_) 

He thinks F.P. only concerns a very small minority of interested 
-:_i: . . . 

people among the elite. Of the people who come to his consultation, 

about one third come because of sterility (most of it of ghonnorreal 

origin),· consider~bly i~ss- t~~ 1 % for contraception. He was also 
.. _ .. , .... 

of the opinion that the great majority of' abortions were spontaneous. 

" ' 

He nevertheless thinks that the problem of F.P. is a real one, but 

that one must proceed slowly, with the utmost caution. 
··· ... 

In the same building, we had a short discussion with Mme. Mikem, 
. ·-· i 

Y!J!e of a public health doctor (now in Montreal for a 2 month seminar) 
··'. 

and herself mother of 8 children, ("I would not do it over agaitl1
). 

,•· •· ... / . ; ! 
,,,.: lj•' • 

She thinks that it is premature to mention this problem - she came 

up w~ th the well-lruovm argument that .Africa is underpopulated. 
• : • J • ' • • • ,. • • ~ ' • : • i. .: : ·. ; ·' }, : . .. • '. : : .• -:. : • ••• • 

Mme. Mikem is a midwife anQ_ assistant.:to th~ chief midwife of the 
" • • ·. : ~· • ' ··' ' . .! ••. : • . • :. :.. i 

...... -. "••' ~-••o0' .. 0• ...... , ••P•·--·--·-· 

maternity. 
··.· .. ; .. •' ·::.h _:·• .. · 
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At the end of the afternoon, accompanied.by the Stillman~ 

I met with the Minister of Commerce, Industry, Tourism and 

Planning, (certainly the most heterogeneous.mixture I have yet come 

·across! Mc Paulin Eklouo He called into the meeting both his 

cabinet director and the assistant director for planning, and for 

this reason I thought it more prudent to rest;;.i.~t the dis'cussion to 

census problemso On a politically explosive problem such as FoPo · 

he might not have felt inclined to express his mind fully in front 

of 5 other peopleo He claimed that there had been no definite 
... 

decision concerning the census, although I couldn't help feeling 

that he himself very much doubted it would be held, but 

did not want to admit this after having just acknowledged the 

weaknesses of the 1958-60 censusc We also had quite a long dis-

cussion on rural migration, land-man ratios and mechaniz3tion in 

agricu·l ture, (an indirect way of approaching the population 

problem - many people here speak of the underpopulation of rural 

·:areas)',· in which he said that better organization and mechani­

zati~n were the only w~ys of incr~·asing productivity, which was 

the only means of achieving higher incomes and thus keeping people 

on 'th~ lando 

Sat'urday, April 12: In the morning, the Sti'ilmans and I went 

to.see· Dro Gadagbe at the MCH centero He had planned to visit a 

few families litJi uso We first visited a local health center in a 

·;,'··. 

' 
' ' ' 

~· 

, 
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in company of Dra Agadeblan 
. . . ·' .. ;; ... 

,.. . :;:rf. 
(orie ·of the persons Dr·~-- .. G'a.·aagbe .had suggested for Dro Bogue' s 

. . r··· 

summef wbF'.f~:hop '·;,and W.h,() turn~.!1 ot1t to be a v"'.1:Y worthwhHe 

.· • : •.. :,3 

ca.r:idi.date~ and, Mrs a .Johnson, a Togolese, midwife .with Freri:lbh ·::-:···-,.,.. 

training ~!:lo.works.in a l'Iealth Center of the Ministry of .. _... ;::·., ... .. . . -· 

Social. Affa.:j.r;s~ l'his local health., qente:i;- wor}fs mainly on ~e~l th 

ed~c~tion: -.nu~rition,,ba~r care~ etc. - and also dispenses 1 ~asic 

. , reac;ling GOWEj~s. Ther~ ~epe .. Cil.'t;>out a dozen wom~n .Pr~seµt and 

Dr ... Gadagbe spoke to.many,q'f: them with much mo:re tnan professional 
. ' . .. . . · .. :. ·.' .' : ·.' . ·.• ·. ··.': ! . ·.• . ··.::. ·;. .··; . 

inte,r<:;s.i;;a We then w.ent o;ff t<;>,visit tP,ree families~ a~c1.to my 

gr~at S,l;l:i;"P,r~.tie a.i:id also .. '_'!mb.n;rrassmen.t., J?ro Gadagbe started by 

saying ;1 
11No:W .you .can start. intervi.e.w.ing 11 ! In this. way, I. had 

• ' ' . ' ' ' ' '• ' ' ' ' I I .~ . ' • ' • · • ' • 

three impromptu KAP .intervi..ews sprung on mea In a ser:ise. they were 
.• . ..... • •• ;,: _Jf• ••• • ···:, • • • : ···.- • • •.. .J } •. 

not. unin.teresting 1 a9: .. t.qe.:y:-' ,w.e.re m~de ir. thre(;! Vf}ry d.ifferen.~ 

in the: family of an office. ~ler~,.the third, in the family pf 

an upper level .civil .S\:i!,fVa:nt.o. Al 1 :t~1ree .reflected 11,typ.ical 11 
. : , 

tendEl:ncies f9r puch milieus, ,but I woul.d hardly comm.ent on th~mo 

Dro Gadagbe by the way in~tiated a small KAP s.urv:ey on a sample of 
'. . : : . . ~ . ·' ; . . .. ' . . .. ·. . 

100 women in .one.- -of the sections of Lome,. a somewhat rudimentary . . . ' . ·. · .. ·. •; . . : '. ·' . : . . .. . . .: ·:,: , ·J . 

job,. a .c,opy of .~'lhich .I _will have sen.t to .J~ck Calqwel.lo Neverthe-
• • . . • • ' • • . • • ... • • • .. .:, . • ; f . • • ~ • .• { .• 

. , les?,: I am.by now sufficiently <;:ritical of KAP methodology .(~ee 
' . . . . : : . . ~ ' . . . . . . . . . . . .. . :. . . . . ·.: . . ' . ... . : : _.. .: . 

concluding remarks) not to pay excessive attention to 11 favorAble 11 

results on the level of expressed opinionsa 
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At midday, we left for Palime, a small town 231. hours ..... 
2 flat tires and 2762 potholes away from Lome. (I now understand 

how th~ Peu~eot -404: won -the East Afri~a car rally J times running!) 

Our m~i~ o~j~~tive was to see aMr. Alph~nse Laws~n,- (~o ~elation 

of the do~tor),-the one and only pharmacist of the town and a 

convinc~~,-~dvocate-·of -F ~P. Mr. Lawso~ :.is- a·-- man -of -great humor,-. 
: ~ · .. ' :· 

unending energy, a very active member of the local protestant 

church and has quite a few activities in various social and 

sport groups. He confirmed what Mr. Verdier had told us about 

various plants being used as abortificiants and seemed to think this 
~ (" ; . : 

to be common knowledge among women, but strongly doubted that women 
·. :-

have any knowledge of preventive methods, an opinion unanimously 

voiced up till now by all people I questioned on this subject. He 
.!. 

also stated that a growing number of people were turning to F.P. 

among the middle class, mainly because of the cost of educating 

children. To have one child in a church run school (about the only 
• ! •• 

ones on the- secondary lev~l) costs from 40.000 CFA upwards per year 

($160). The rising cost of living was also one of the main 

reasons that forced a growing number of men to become monogamous, 

although polygamy was far from extinct, as evidenced by a local 
' •'! 

·' 
chief who had just died leaving JOO widows. 

- -

In the evening, I had dinner with the Stillmans and Mrs • 
.... . 

Johnson, who turned out to be a most charming young woman, 
•• ;'\ .. ~ ( ' •• • J • .... , ••• 

inteliigent and certainly a most worthwhile candidate for Chicago. 
. . . . ' . ~ 

; . ~ .! .' 

-·· 

' 
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We had an interesting evening hearin_g about her experiences as 
1. . ~ ... . ,; __ ·:~.- -··. ·.. . . .. ' .. . . ,_:._ .. : 

a midwife in the North of the country, including the follo~~ng, :: 

case I am sure not many OBG 's have come a,cr9s1:3 a . A wom,:i.n;,~as 
. . - ; ;_._ .. ....:._~i:~.:...>_; _ _:_·-,. .. ··-····· .... _ ....... ·-

brought to 'her 3 days after child birth. bec~uJ:?e 11 sometµing_,was .. . - . : ) . ;: . : . : ·:· _,. . ,. . .... '. : : . . . . . '· ... . : . ·) 

wrongo 11 On investigation, the "::;omet,hi11g wrong'' pr:ove<;l to .be. th~ 
,.) '•' : ',', :_ ::: ' I < ' •l ' • ',: •• • •' ••! •' ., 

uterus, completely turned .inside out, Jesting __ iQ the yagina, .and,. 
' .• . . " ..... · ' ·. .. 

: .. ; • .. ] 

which came out ·when she e~amined the w.oman .• 
. . . ... . : . , . : . '. :. . : ~ -.. :_ . · ....... __ ·.:· ... .' _:_ ·- ;: :·~·-·; ;_ .. :,.:., . _ . 

There, being. n.o .. do_ctor 
.'. :.: ........ - ::: . ... : .. ........ -~;_: _··_:~.· . __ .J·.::.· -·. 

present, she cleaned the uterus with sterilized water and a mild 
• '• ····· ... '. ;· ·.;.: •.. ·.· ,,, •' ·. ',: .. · ... l . · ..• 

disinfectant, put ~-t back into place, gave -.~he -~oma_n a,_sho~ o:f 

penicillin - and the next d,~Y the woman was up ~:n_d 'lfalkiryg ! 

On Sunday, I drove back to ~agos, and in 'le~~. eyen__ing had , ... 
· · · r · .... : .... _, .. · .. :.. . ., .. , · •· 

dinner at the home of Mro and Mrso Hans_on,,, ,\\P'~'H~fe I mej; Dr~. P;rince, 

specia_l assistant on popul_ation in Afric~, for US~AID, \fashingtono 
. j ~ \. ·,· ; >. :· . . .. . . ·: ·.: 

, ~T . . . ... .:·i ;- : .. -:.·. ,'.:.::·· 

'·} i. '' : .. 

:.• . . I . . . 

.i :'.· 
.: .T ~: 

._,. 

. , . •• ··1 :i .•.. .. 

. ' . ~ : 

. {· . .. :-· :.·· . ·.,I 

· ___ , 
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IVORY COAS.T (April 14-17) 

ABIDJAN 

.··-· 
Monday, April 14: The plane having had technical trouble 

'···. ·i.:1 ... : .. , 

between Lagos and Accra, it was with close to 3 hours delay that 
,. 

~ · · , ~ , :.• .: . - ~.: · 1 : r : · . ;, _ .. . ·. •._; 

I arrived in Abidjano For this reas6n I was only able to fix 

up one interview for the afternoon, with the Rector of the· 

.

· ... ·1 IJniversity ~; Abidj:n, ~~· Reynaud Paulian, a man with ;:enty 

years teaching experience in Africa (Office phone: 492-95; home: 
•':;. ;'-.' 

495-09)0 Ma Paulian struck me as being a gentleman of great 
• .' j i ~ . . . . . 

distinction and kindness, and our discussion was exceptionally 

cordialo It centered mainly on the problem of demographic 
' . , .~ ! j ••.• : ' • 

teaching at the Universitya 

I .should first mention that the University of Abidjan is much 

more a regional university, at least de facto, than a national one: 

one third of the students are Ivoiriens, one third are non-African 

(mostly European), and the last third from other French-speaking 

African countrieso This is extremely interesting, as the teaching 

of demography would thus have an influence over the whole areaa The 

first thing Dra Paulian said when I explained the object of my 

visit was that he very much regretted that demography had as 

yet only a symbolical statuso At the present, a few hours of 

demography are taught both at the Ecmle de Statistique, (pre-university 

-

' 

·-



·-
' 

' 

- J 1 -

level 1 situated on the campus) and as part of the curriGulµm of 
• ,:.-·· • _; .• -: • •• .... . ··:.· _!, 

an original "Licence en sciences humaines appliqµees",. (~pproxo. 
. . ;.. - . . . . . : . . -~ .. ' : : : ... : ... ; ~; . : 

a hi-fi BoA. in 'applied human science' whish is maiply made 
. ·.: ·.: ·.1: 

, •. · . • • · . : ~ ;- ' I.. · . ' · · l 1 · 

up of courses in the following disciplines: 
·: ·.. -~ . J. 

- sociology 
~ . 

. r . 

- social psychology of development 

- public health 
·' J,: 

· .... 

- social legislation and industrial relationso 

Presently 1 a demographer 1 Mo Bresson, gives one semesi;er of 

demography. The students in geography also receive a few hours. 
··; i .. :'..• 

demography. 
_;·_ -· .t 

' .. ' 
...... ·. 

Dr. Paulian would very much like to exp~nd demographyo .He . . ~ . . . .. ' : . '. ·. . . 

was quite sure this would receive enthusiastic governme11t approval, 
. ,. ... ! . • : :·· . . 

due to the great interest of the local planners for demography? 
. ·. ·. : :·, . . ~· . . . . . . . .. ; ·:·:·.' 

Nevertheless, he insisted that the teaching of demography shoulq go 
' . . .... ·'· 

! .. _; 

hand in hand with basic research due to the particul;:tr characteristics 
' . ~ .: .· . . ~- 'l' 

of African demographyo Such teaching could lead first to a. 

"certificat de demographie'' (e.g. 4 hours teaching for 2 semesters 

and 6 hours seminar work for the same period of. time>.~ Later. on, 
···, ·' . . . . . . . ~-· ..... " . ··- '• 

an. independant diploma, such as a "Licence en dE)mographie" .could.· 
.·.. : : :. ; ... . I " . : : : I : ~-: • .:..~· ....... _ ..... ~ - ... ..• .. .· - .' .. •. ; ...... ~ · ... ·-~-,-~:_:::~~" ,.!_ • ••• •.• :· __ ... . 

. . ; .. ·····-· ····-··~ 

very well be envisaged. 
·. ' '·, : ' .· -~ . . :: .. : 

. ,,·. ···.·· '· . ' ~ "! . : : : 
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· ·1 .thiil:k: t:·he very open attit'ud~. of tile Rector, his .. personal 

inter~st ~;in g·ivJind :d:e:niog.raph)r a soij.'a· :~'tatu's i'n th~· uni~er~:i_\y 

and the ·ae>::t'id;b ~egi<inal ·v~ca:tion of' th~ uni:V'e~sity ·~'o~1ci . 

seriously warrant further i~~ufty. it w6uld ~~stify ~-~is~t 

from Jack Caldwell, should he be able to stop for a day, and 

Mr. Paulian said he would be delighted to'dfsctiss the matter 

further, should anyone from the Population Council be able to 

pass. 

·;·"f; 

.. I should also ~-dd t'hat· starting this fail, the University 

will'acquire an' auto.i10mous computer cente·1-·,. i.ncluding programmers • 

. : . ~.. . . .. 
Thus at a first glance the main prerequisites for the expansion 

of demogr'apliy.'from "the verf ancill'ary status .it has .no~ to a full 

: .r :: . . :.· 

··. - - .. :. .·. ··\. !· •' 

encouraging as·:o~kar now. seems "o~t", in respect t~ .socioiogy and 
-. .,., 

,· .. ;demog~aphy, aue to the events of las·( :Year,< ur;ii'.rer~i ty. cL;~~a·· 

: .. : _; __ ;-·down "·arici . sociology :bd.nried f~om. i:.he: ~ ~ri~ui um' which incl ud~d 
.:. '.:. 

the first. course in "demography :~llich wa;; .to be given by Dr. 

Cantrelle).·'· 
: ... --'- ~. 

·.i1 

Mr. ·Kok~kduako'u, Director'- of' St~tistics :~t th~ Minis.try of: Finance. 

We first discussed the 1957-58 sample survey, -~hfch, apart from 

having skipped two less densely populated areas, seems to have some 

-
' 

• 
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serious lacunaeo (I managed to get a copy which shall be 

transmitted to Jack Caldwell)o This forms the only :relf._.~i.vely , .. ;· 

serious basis for demographic projections, although a series of. 
. . . ' . ' ' . . . . . . ... ; . ~ 

regional surveys were commissioned by .. the Ministry 9f Plann:i,.ng, . •'\ . •: . ·.' 
: ;:: I·:•}' 

between 1962 and 1965, assembled in the fo~lowing ~o<::U!11e:t;1.t:_ . >.·L, 

Ministere du Plan, Abidjan: "Cote d'Ivoire ,196511 , Popula~ion, ,_,.,_ 
·'. 

Etudes Regionales 1962-65, Synthese, July 1962, 208po, ~~itt~n·~ 

by Louis Roussel). ~ortality figures.s~~~ extremely v~guet and 

natality rates too, so when I asked for thEl official f,igur.'7_~, ·., 
•• ,'! 

Mo Kokokouakou said that they had none, ~I.though 1:;.J:ie ll'.'1-n us~s 
;, ;_, : ~::-

a growth rate .<?_f 2o5o .. The fig.ur~ of J.r° per y)ousa.~d i9, .fr,eci,uep.;tl·Y: 

mentioned for the de~~h rate, bu1~ as the basis of ,th:i,s ;f'ig~re:. :. 

is founded on 1959-1960 da.ta, the death rqte PJ.igh,t well .b~ down 
.'.· 

to 27 or 260 
; ', .•. . j ",; 

. ~ . ' ... 

l"' I mu.~t copfes8. .. that I ¥as disap?o,intElcl: by ~?e dir~ct~l".,. 

who does not seem to have much i,1;1terest. f()r, these pro bl.ems and as, .. 
. 1f·' ·.• :· :, : . , . . ' . . 

soon as I asked a few more :t,echnical .que~tions, }J.e: 9alled in the.·. : 
. . ·. ,• . .. 

(one and only) demograph~r ·' a Frenchman with IDUP training (Int?t i tut 
•·.· . /. , ''," · • i , ' · , .I 

de Demographie de 1 1 Universite de Paris), M. Simonet, who, WCJ.S. 

joined later on by M. Fraichet, a statisticiano 

Mo Simonet impres~ed. me more. 
{ .. ~. , 

He has a v~~y_ke~n interest 
' • ~I 

in training, and hi~. main worry w,as thqt he had no~ peen able 
, I ',• '.,r :. '~:!,\ • ";': ': .d •::: ;, ! : 

(ioeo allowed) to train,anyone to do hi~ worko 
: .. . :: . ! ~ ·. ' : . t : '1 • • . • 

S.l;loul d he le.ave, 

I 
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nob.ody _:w;ould· take his place. He sa.id that they were obliged to 

. . .. 
work .on>·a ·.piecemeal basis, making small regional surveys and never 

bein~abl~.tb tackle ~he basic problems~ He took good note of the 

AID training·· course in October in Washington on d.emographic sample 

surveys_,.: and hopes to' be able to find a local" statii::;tician to take 

part in· it •. 

Without my even mentioning it, M~ Simonet broached the 

populatipn :proble~ ~ia•the p~evalenc~ of abortion~ He said that 

for 100 abortions, he ei~imated that as ~any as 80 could be induced. 

(F.rom various discussions with- doctors, I find the figure hard to 

believ~)., Because of heavy migration from ~~ral ar~as he said 

natui:-al demographic trends tended to be. ignored i.e. urban growth 

problems were mainly or totally attributed to rural emigration. He 

was plannir1-9 ··a'ismall round table ,\ri th the participation of ORSTOM 

and Dr.. Cantr.ell;e .f.ro:m Dakar for ·the e·nd of the month, and kindly 

invited ·me to· attend; but my schedule· did .not e~:abl~ this). The 

. : .. ·:~ : • / " i ~ • i I . , 

related to demog;r._C:J.phic·. prob'i:ems, and the purpose was to sensitize 
.:•: .. 

them to these question:;i' •. }.::·~;} .. · . . ::_ ... -

........ 
On the Wednesday evening,,. (next day) I had· dinner with 

. . . ·!' .... 

M. Simonet, during which we· had ample·: time to discuss the obstacles 

·.··. .:,.1 

to the development -of demogra~hiri res~~rri~ iri th~ Dir~ction des 

--.... 

' 
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Statistiques - amongst which the personality of the director 

certainly seems to be an i~portant ope o . Anoth.er ca.us.e ... is tJ:ie fact ... ..... . . . ' •. ..· .. 
.... · .. :·· ..... . _:); 

that the Statistical, section being in th~ Ministry. of _Fil)al,lce , .. 
. .· ( .. . .I.'. . . . . 

demography has a very ancillary position compared to day-:-:to-day 
. . 1 . ··: . - ...• · ; 

·.· " 

statistics on imports 1 production 1 etco 

demographic statistics should 1 to be able to dev~lop, b~ si~Qated 
...... ; :. . ·. · ... · : -··· . . . . :;: 

in the Ministry of Pl·a.nni~g, which. llas undel'.'take.n r8o~e s,.erio.\1.S 

research in this fielda 

In the afternoon, I first met Dr. Mrsa de Lormas, Bediatl'.'ician! 
:..:J 

and chief of the PMI center of Cocodoua When s.he started the Centre 
: . 

. · ... :} 

in 1965, Mme. de Lormas asked a member of the Economic and Social . . -; ! .. · ~ ; . . ' . : 

Council .what the position o:f the government Wfl.S on F.aP~ i and "had 
.·. I. , ... ·. , , ... . 

been told that the official position was 11 no .. f aP o .. a:i;i 19ng as 'th(f 
. . . ~ ~ ·' . . .. 

infant mortality is so higha"• (From quite a :fe~ discussions I. 
. . . . . .. :· . . : . ; : - : . : ~ . . . . :. . . . . . 

have had, I cannot help gathering the impression' tha~ :f_or-.'many ... ,. . . } ~- ' . . . -' .. 
government people 1 Fa Po is equated wit}) instant_ depopul,at~c;ma Once 

. {. - • . . . ; • : ) . __ ! ~ '· . : .: .: . 

more, lack of information on tl)e basic .el~ments ,of the probl~m: is 
.1 • •• • • • • • . . - ~ • . . 

the major obstacle to FaP~)a ,Very re.cently, . the M.iniste:i;- of Heal th .•. .. . . . . . . .. 
,1·'_;', 

had been asked the question by a small group, of .. doct.ors_. ,wp.en ·,she was 
' •• ' • • ••• ,· .'· • '•· r • • ' : • • .~. • • ~ • • 

preseht 1 and the Minister had replied that pontracept.iye 
: : : ·. . . ; . . ~ .' i. : . ·... -·. . . j '· ' : . ~ - ·.: : : : ' . . . . . 

prescriptions were forbidden in the Ivory Coast .exc_~pt :for.. prec,ise 
·'· . . . . ' . . 

·.· .. :: ·. 

medical reasonsa 
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·:(see ftlrther· dowh), 'cinct unde~lines the strong of:Hciai r~ppC:,sition 

to·famiiy'~lad~~ng in I~or~ Coast. 

Dr~ de 'Lormi:ls her sett: . as ~·hie:? Bectiat~:i.cian of a PMI' 

;int;oducing·F.P~·, at least in urban areas. One of the main 

,·:· ·:. 
argtimefrits'' Ls the underr{ourish~ent 61' t·h~·· children. due to p~otein 

. ' ': ··.:··· 
deficiencies at the moment of weaning; in rural ~reas, mothers seem 

. L · ... ::·.· .. r.'ar.eHy~~to .. b.ec.ome -~p:Fegna:nt:·while nursing young ch,ildre~, due to the 

abo\re..:.me'ntioned" tabab· on: se.xti:a1 inte:rcourse a~ri·n~l this·· ·I>~~i~:<L 

·whereas . in urbhrl:' ar~'as1 
th;is taboo breaks down' mothers become 

.... ~reghant while lacta~irig arid the natural transfer from a regime 

~~sed 1

bh ~dthers ~ilk to fud~e ~dtiit foo~ is u~s~t. .) 

This leads to an 

·de·· Paiil~fet (I regret not to hav'e met him) showing' 

;considerably higher·m€ttnutf.ition in towns than in rural areas. 

(cf· ... also a. iocal . study ·by his' assistant; Dr. Chappuis' "Etude 

· de la Nutrition et du Kwashiokor 11 ). 

The.PM! run by Dr. de Lormas is pa:;ad~xically situated in a 

~ . ( .r ··_; ~. 

This does not prevent people 
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mean that they have to spend a lot of money to .9.ome ~ and thus,.will 

hesitate to come back for check-.~ps, etco The; center .deaJ.si with 

about 400 people per day, .~f. which 7/10 come frollJ .the :p~or•r.'. . 
. ; . ·:· ·: ::· ";: 

section of the town called Adjame, lfhich harb9ri;; a .largei· 11floating" 
~- . 

population of new immigrants. 
.·1:·.·:.· 

Dr. de .Lormas. sti:7uck m,~. a1:1 .... :a most 

energetic woman, but as she is French, she cannot.take anY 
. ·· .. · . .. . ' .. 

initiatives in the field of F .P .. (Of;(_ice :Phone: 494-97 ,: home 

Noo 22'('.-41) ... i 

After this Tisit, I went to. see Mrs •. Emoussah~ ~ho is:·• 

responsible for Health Statistics at the Ministry of:Health, 

(office p~one: 274-12; home: 226~44. ffe~_.pffic~ is situated at· 

the Direction Departementale de la Santa)~ ~he did not·~ha~e 
'i'>' :.~- ;:; 1j (, b · :. c· ·. : .:· ! ,· i. ~ 

anything of interest. The few data ;t;h.ey .. have ar:e,. fragmentary. · · 
.... . : :' :.!' ·.:··. 

..... 

. .. . 
She gave me some figures on. infant mortality. b!<'!-se9,. on 1.J 13 death; ·. . . :. •.. .. 

! ! ' • . 

'• . 

certificates, but I am so suspicious, o.f t;he sample,. I· don·1t 

think them worth mentioning~ .... '.: 

Dr. Aime Maurice, ex-chief obstetrician of the ho1ital: de 

Trei'chviiie.-was the next person to receive me •.. l:i~ Jias f:i.tte.a ... ;.a . 
. , \. . . . ·. . ..... . :.:_ .. . _: .. -.- ~ ~--··-·: .. -- ~ . 

. , ... 

. . ; 

dozen loops given to him by Pathfinder, put ;t~.lls me he,,has never 
:.:.' : . . . . 

bothered to send the statistical data ba.ck •. :.He pres~ribes the 'pUl 
. '·. .. ·• .. ,·:.,:,'. 

to many women, both Eurove~n.and Ivpirial'l .. a.n? .. fiuspects many of·his 

. ; . . .. 

/~ 
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··;colleague·s do--the same~ · Irt ·his ·opinion, niedicibe :iri the"Ivor.y' 

Coast fol l·ows. 'medicine in· France· ("and lie· expec'ts the F'. p·~ to.pie 

will:..be.c;ome atceptable· ::tri. publ.id t>niy when FrA.nc~ 'ti'cl.s m:ade :;~~-nsiderable 

,_:progress along this- line, :al though· he ala abknowted:g;e ·that there 

.wer:e certainly,. many 'abortions pfactis'ea· ''by'·:·private M·.D 1 s; and 

that t}le-. police clbsed their eyes on these •. 

- • •. J ••• ; 

.During the' whole· int·erview, Dr" ·Maurick· gave the itnpre'ssion 

of someone who resented somewhat being bothered stillt· another time 

by sti_~l .. a_l'l..()_~he_r :pE)rs~.r:! .. ft<?.m still anoth~r b~ghtiization i.nquiring 

into. Ii\; P •.. : : This i:rai.Se~ · a.::.~?.?"..:i.£>_1Js2:p.T.'O.b.1.em. · o:f'..wlitCh :.-;i;·!.al-:Febdy 
• ·-·--· ...... ····~··- .. k .. - •••••••• ,.~ ........ ~.--

became: aware in Cotonou·; •i.e •. that . of various p~opie· fr'om var:i.ols 

orga:p.izat:i.ons handii1g tiie·:·sanie ·nam~s ar6und 'ancl m.oikiri1/ \uid 6'ordi·fiat~d 

visi~$:i in :a seemingly erratic manner·~ This probl~m ·should I 1 
think 

},),~ given some consideratiori-,' ·lest w~ irrit'a:t~ 1 thos~ who. a~e' pre~ently 

favorc;ibly .disposed towa•:t\-a F.Pa·but .who have t6 dtip:e ·with· .. ~ w~iy ·, 

public opinion and suspicious authoritie~~-:J 
··; .. .. : . 

. _ -"-----~!--~~L~~9.: .. C?.&:.t!1.~:.}g_ftt.§r.nQ'Qti:+.~I::i~a1.l'e.cL•.U:P:O.ri: .. Mad~~i:§~::P1~;~~e Bel s, 

Assistia,int in sociology a-t•. the' uh'iversi ty ,· (B oP'o' 20. 901';: :.Abi:djari:~'.-. 

pr.ivate ;phone:•: 1,i,9·. 189o)r, "whose a.:ciar~ss ·1; hacf receive'd· f'roin ·uie 

.... $-~il).~ans: in, Lorn? o.: This .. , prov~d ai mo's·t· ·'Irul.tfuF visit o ·Mrs~ B~ls 

.· h~r~el.f.' teaches. demography.:. ·at t:he. univers'i -ti;\ 'ii:~c( is'. going" to 

undertake a mortality survey in one of the sections of Abidjan 

• 
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although this is still only a proposal. I al~o.met at her home 

M. Christian Durand, of the Faculty of Law, an .assistant, who told 

me he was undertaking a Ph.D. in economics under the guidance of 

the well-known French anti~al.thusian economist de Bernice (who has 
•." I' • .,. •• , •• : •• ~·-~. •" • .... ._. ·•• •' • ·- : . 

had considerable. influence on Algerian economic policy, and is 

certainly one of the main reasons behind Algerian r.eluctance toward 
... ·. . . :.::·!:I · ... ·.· , .. : ._- . ··-·· ··-·· 

F~"J?. ) .. , -·~hfch-·th~-sis .. h~d-·th;;-· a~~-··;~f···p~·~·~j_·~g that i~ Africa F .P • 

. .... . -· .. ;: ... _:_;_;,_~---~.':-.... ~-;~.::.:. .... ~<;:.:_ ... '"4" •••••• .-.. ·- .. ••••• ...... . 

was harmful to economic development". We crossed swords in a 

gentlemanly manner, and then stopped the di.scussion_ which would 
.!~ 

otherwise have taken up the better part of the evening •. I was not 

'. 
s~prised to learn that he seemed to know practicallr not,hing a.bout 

.i. . .. ::· ; ,; _;; ~:· •. 

English-language literature on the problem, which o~~e again 

stresses the translation problem. Mrs. B~ls then ca.lled .a ·neighbour, 
: ) -~ - .r . 

,,,-.,-•'OW,,,,_.,,,,,,,, 0 .. ,.,,,,, ,...,_,,, '•''' oo ... , 

Professor Dr. Cabane, who lives at tJ::1:e s~me . .;:i..~?res~, a.hematologist 
. · · ;·.; L'!i .. ·:_: ... __ -_:_'. . ." _ _:._ ........ _··.: ... ~.,."~:·._.::...:..:·.;.,._~~::.:J..: .. ' . ."- .. .':. · ., ... ........ '. ...... ~ ... :.~ :... 

····-· .............. ~-- ··-·· --·~ .. ·~·-
who has been working on African populations fo~ ~lose. to twe~ty yearso 

... : .:·.. . . : . . :_:·· .·; .. ' :· . .:.. :. 

He is a most fascinatin~ person and also gave me names of people 
• 'q ;: .' .( :~: \;.; ·: : ':( ~· .. : • '. • 'f. ·:· '; j • ! ; r: ' .'. •! • ; • ·. • • ' ' • ·•· 

well-worth contacting, but which time prevented me ~rom seQing.. I 
• : ' ' ~ • j • • • • ~· ; " ' • • • ." • • • '' :·. ,. • ; • .'.i' ::: t: .~ • ·, • I • • • . • • • 

mention ~heir n~~es in case someone els. •. e ~~.~ht. wish.:. t.o cor:it.act them 

on a future visit: 
.. ::.1· 

• ' I ! ~· ·• 

.. ·.' .. - . ·;:···. .. , 

.... I 

-·:· 1' :)'.: 
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- Ma Holas, a sociologist at the university w~om 
. . . . 

Dr,, Cabane described as 11 the 11 a~thori ty on the _Ivory 

Coast a 

; . .'·. ' ~. f .' 

- Professor Leguyadere, M.Do doi_ng research in phys_ical 
, .. :. ; · .... .·: .· ... .. 

anthropologyo 
--.... ·.·. '" 

·:::· .. · .. :.•. · .•• £.' 

..... ; 

- Professor Roggero a of' the Institut de Linguisi;.ique 
. ; ·:· ··~· 

- Dro Binson, Service d 'Hygiene, who apllare11t_ly has amassed 
. . . ; . . 

a considerable amount of demographic statistics in the 
. : .~ .: .! : . ·.: ·· ... ,; ·-··. 

course of the anti-smallpox campaigno 
. : · ... · ";;, 

All these people have been actively engaged in research which, 
]: ' . :J. _' ;· ~ . : : . _· . ' I 

although not directly connected with ferti~ity, might be,wo:r_th 
; ;" : ' .: :·~ "1 • :..· ~. 

. : .. ~ ·- - •; .. 
investigating a 

. , ..... 
l. ~-

. ~ . 

Wednesday April 16: My first interview was with M. Blochlemoine, 

.< ... _:::~::R~si>o~~~bie du service des ~t~des, Minister~"d~.:~.i~~o· --~;;:-~1-~~hlemoine 
. • • . :. . . . .. . . . :~- . . i -., .. ~ 

..... 

seems an extremely self-assured person, quite confident about the 
;- ·':· . . 

. '.1. 

economic future of the country and for whom demographic growth 
:· ' '. : ~.- . ' - : : .... ·,·. ' ',\ 

doesn't seem to present any problemo He confirme4 that he did 
. " . ~ . . . I : ~ ! ·: 

not have any census project on the national level'· but that this 
.. Ti. : 

did not present any real obstacle, as they could reconstitute 

national trends from the above-mentioned document by Roussel, of 

which I managed to get a copy at the Chambre du Commerceo This 

----------.._.--

• 

document, wh~ch is a ~ynthesis of various regional demographic studies, 

is well worth going intoo I shall leave my copy with Dr. Caldwell • • 
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The following rates, based between i961-65, are still accepted as the 

of.ficial· figur~s by the Plan: 
.. ,_· .· .. · 

.. 
URBAN ... RURAL TOTAL 

,,. 
,.; ' ' 

.. 

" 
:rate: ·20 "' 

" \ • . ~: : ! 

Growth 27· 2·102 
Birth rate: 49 5,2 . ',~9; .. 5 
Death rate: 29 25 , 28aJ {**) 

The report mention·s, that u~ban. f~i.ti°l i ty' is ~bout the same 

·as· rural fertility; and: tha~··th~ per~'entage of women in fertile age 

groups is>considerab!y'· higher in to~ -th~'ii i~ the couµtryside .. 

Ivory Coast has= some unique immigration probi~ms which make it an 

. especially interestf~g object of s.tudy~ The Rou~~~I report states 

:.-that general· fertiii ty :seems ·to have decreased since 19_58 in rural 

, ( ··~ 

areaso , ·!J..: 

.;T·"( .·This study also contains· {po "1jJ-J5) interesting data on t'he 
: .i 

·higher. f·er.tility of monogamous ·as ·cipiJosed<to· polygamous wiions: e.g. 

: :in the Daloa .region; g'erferal fertility rat~ t~r ·di~nogamous wives 

is 224' as opposed. to ;i91· for' polygamous womerio 

. ' : Finally,.; 'average number o.f'.iive .birth~ per woman by age group 

,- ' is~ the ·fbllow'ing: (1962-·64' cumulative): 

'•; 15-19· 
20-24 

.':=:25·.;.29· 
J0-34 
35-39 

. l.i:0-4:4: 
45-49' 

·, 0~6. 1" 

1o9 
· ~r~o 
3.,9 
4o7 

.;., 
.• . .' .· 

i" :..· 

5o1 
·::~5~1 .- ... ; (Op~ ·6iL-:.:;p~~1j5f: 

·-~ .l !. i ·~ : . 

·,} .. :- ·.-:·.·! .. : 

:· .•) ! J; • '.: .; . 

. • .. i . • ·.. . ..• , .. ·, ·'., .· ,_. .• :· ~· ( ....•. · ::·~ •· · ... ; .. , ·r 1
'.:·· • -~:. 

·**Cote 'd "Ivoire 't<i65, Popula:don', · 'Etu'ae'.s · Regl°onaie.S 1962-65, 
... ~yn_~h~se, J~~h~·e:t. ,19,6_(, .!1~nis~e7e ·?~ . .Pl?n,. A,b~!'.1j.at\1·:P;.).J9.~:=.·!.'.· 

I\, 
:·::: . ; .. '~ : : . ,:"~;~ ,.:·.:·.·.·: ~ \ :· ,._ ..... / .. -..... ~::· 
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This makes reasonable the figure giv.en to me· ''by.professor 

Cabane of J ...,3.o:J surviving· .children per>woman at lr5 years of age. 

With such h.i,gh,: mortality;., birth limitation will take· a· ibnd··:ti.in.e 
: : . j· : .. ~ : i : :. ··- ~ ' 

..... l 

to :be.: ·accepte:dc 
:•: . 

.. Mo. Bl()chlemoine mentioned ·t·hat .. they thus· lacked ·,detai-led 

.,, dei:no\'.lraphic:: .da,ta on a regibnal· level, although the·· geogr~phel"s 

had.done .. ~,<?llle.excellent -1\rorkin this field (see below'). 

The. head .of research .. '.a~t the Plan then mentioned that there· 

.. 'If~~ an .explic:i,t policy of favoring population. increase' and' that the 

" .P?Pulation could be .trebl,ed without it creating ;-.fo6 ritany probl~~s. 

The real problems for him were on the level of the high rate of 

. r;~ra . .l- em,~,grat.,tqn,. with the correspond·i.ng imbal a.rice in age structure, 

. ;md _;tpe:,prqP..l!=!ms created by the presence· of large·· 'numt)ers' o"r fcfreign 

inµn~f}ran1;so" (Th.e figure of .1 mi'llicin was· itiention:ed. quite' a few times 

by various people, '.ou.t.of·.·a totai·population ofapprbxa·fr.lr~··~illion). 

, He se.ellled very. o.ptim~stie: concerning the :possibi'lity· of. gEktting all 

get a primary education), in part thanks to a widespread use of 

educational TaVa This would go parallel with a revision of school 

curriculao 

Mo Trouchaud 9 an; 0;.R .. S.T.O.M. Geo.9rapher (Organisation de la 
....... .-....-. -·-- ··-··-····-· .. ·· ..... ··- .. '•~·--- -~~---· ., .. -·· ----·----·-- . . .. . ... ·- ..... 

Recherc.he .. ~c.ienj:_ifiq:u,e ... ~t. Technique:. :d' Ou:tre-Mer, a F-renbh gove~r1mental 
.. ' : , : . ·. · .:.,, ·-= .. • ; ; ~ j', c · I ·· .. : ::· j· •' : . .:: ;..:· ~ , .-.: .' .f. -~ · ; . ;, ·:_, ' -• . · ,·; ::·: 1 

' ~. 
organisation· working as part of the French technical assistance 

program), was the next person to receive meo He works at the Plan, 

L___.- ---

- ----------------

• 

• I 

I 
I 

I ' I 
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and is preparing, in collaboration with colleagues at ORSTOM 

and the University, an Atlas of the Ivory Coasto The first map 
.l '1'· 

'· ' 

had just come out the day before, and happened to be a map giving 
.:.c· . ..· . . ' . . 

the 'iocali.zation of the population for the whole country, of which 

•. . . ··::· ~ ·. j: ' : . :· , I:· • . - \ . ., . : : .. :. 

M~ Trouchaud kindly gave me a proof. 

:.·;. 

:: .. '. l.=·: 1 :· .• L ~ 

The geographers have done a herculean task to reconstitute 
\ .: "! 

.th~ b~s,i< p_ossibl,e d~inographic data on, a regional and local level, 

a:'.n:cf IvlL .Tr~uch~ d expl,a~nec1 the metho.dology to me in detail (see 
.: . ~ ' I ; " ' .: : ... . . , . 

two documents on methodology for Jack Caldwell: La population de 
. ' 

: I· , : • • :·., l ; •' , ': . , , · : ~ ·,,. 

la" Cote d 1 ivoire en· 1965 -' Essai. d 1 evaluation pour l 1 eta bl issement 

,··.1.:: ge.)3, car~es. de .1 1 Atlas._,dc:i Co.t~_:d•tvoire, 11 by-J .. -P .. Duchemin; and 

. ':!Eyi3.l~~ii~n.d~ i~,P~~u:t~t.i~~ ~~ 1965 .. :·~a~;• unites administratives)., 
·.· ,. '. . . . . .. 

T4~Y drew upon: thre,~. basic sources:.,· i· 

·' i· .: ....... .. '. 

Ca> The XE!Qional d!:i!mogrt;lphic ,surveys (see Roussel). 
····>·: 

(b) The smallpox vaccination data given by the Service des 
Gr,and<;is End~mie'";.: (number. o'f vaccinated ·per.sons per 

· --;ir1ag<:n-·· · -- .... ----·· ·· ...... · 
- ' ·- ~- ~ :· . 

..... :.•;. 
., . -~. 

(c) 
.. ...... ····· ...... ~· ··-··· .. -- . -· ... · ·-·· .. ' 

The admfn.i.str~tive censuses (the drawbacks of which are 
u,n.d~rlined in my ·1e;tter ··to.-.Dro Heisel e:ri' Dahomey.)· 

To obtaip the best. e~t:imate e:ach' time:, ,M ... Trouchaud anci a.-

colleagµe were _£.or 7:.:111onths_ in ·,the .field, discuss.ing with loca-1, 

. adrni11istr~:tors tt.i_e, vali~di:ty; o:(, eac~. r-e.:Specti ve ·so~ce. · :· It; fs · 

interesting to note that by adding up all their figures they < 



L 

. ; ·.: : .L { ~· 

got a! -t;p,tal w!1ich .. was. on},Y [100 ,ooq, out .. :f:rom. t.he. :totali_ .achieved 

~Y Roussel with.an ~ntirely different methodology •. · 

. •.I ... 
. The n~xt, day., before~ l~aving: I :passed by. the OR&l'OM bu.ilding 

(tel. 550-67; B.P. ~293, Abidj.cui). to get some. stuoies which contain 

inte:res.ti;ng dempgraphic data;., 
~ . . . . : . : . . . .: . ' : . _,_ . . . . . . ' . . . 

~ ~. ' ~ . t . 

_.i:-· •• 

( 1) .. J •.. Micp.e.tte.;. Mouv.emel:lts migrato.ire,5 et'. devel.oppement­
economique dans la zone dense a 1 10uest de 

;. . ·: .:,·-. Bouake,,; (:which studies. amo11gs·t other things 
the impact of emigration on age structure) 

."·.'" :·-:;_( : .. ') .... ; OR~T<?!1i:· 1...,.9-1968;,. .· · 

( 2) ... R~cens~ljlen'fr. d 'Agboville, E;x:ploita:tion mecan.ographique, 
.) ,; <.' :·> .r" .; " . '; ". i-_5-1968 •. 

: l ' . • • ~· 

M. Trouchaud, Essai de division regionale en Cote d'Ivoire, 

l .. :.: .:- } .. : . : . ·: .. ORS'.1'0M.,, 1-8-1968 (at.tempts to divide· the" 
c~u~try ~nio in;turair geoecological regions). 

( 4,) 

.... ·\ .:.-.,··· 

. . . · .. :·. .. . .. 
B. Le Cour Grand Maison, Rapport preliminaire des zones 

.d'~xten:::j~on ges secteµrs; pilotes J?iabo-Brobo, 
II-1-1969 (impact of emigration on age 

... . .• '·· .. structure). .. . . ... 

"·My ·~e~t' vlsi t · ,;;;;~· ~i th Dr~: Diplo, Dahomean. ~~De and directeur 

,c,1,djoi.nt de .la .:Sante, with ,whom) cautiq~sly .t:J.pproached tlie :problem 
. . . . :: i ,:-

'To my great surprise, he said that although the 

official government policy tended to favor births, family planning 

could. well beco~·~ a };J01':icy in'· the corning years and that he would 

c~rt·~·:Lnl·; 
1

l.ik~ t'o s~n:d a few candidates to the Chicago course. He 

.-~~"·X\.IC:~ . • ·-..1 :,;· •• 1 Y ,_ .. : .. J:. 
promise'ci to take the subject up with the Minister and send some names 

to Lag~~ ~~·~~on as possibl~~ 
:: .'.} 

' 

I 
I 

11 
I 
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My last interview of the morning was with Professor Cabane, 

at his laboratory of hematology at the Medical Schoolo Dre Cabane 

is a fascinating man, an old "pied noir", (Frenchman born in Algeria, 

where he lived till 1962) who has done some highly interesting research o 

on blood groups, heredity and related problems in Africa and 

French Guiana (Latin America)e Over a 20 year period, Dre Cabane 

and his students have taken blood samples from over 150,000 

individuals all over Africa, analyzed ·and typed themo It is 

impossible iorelate in one paragraph the detailed and sometimes 

for me highly technical discussion we had 1 but it would be well 

worth a more technically competent person going to see Dro Cabane 

sometime, maybe Jo Eliot when he goes to Lome this fallo The two 

most interesting points I recall are: 

- a very clear line dividing the Sahara from Tunis~a down to 
Nigeria, on one side of which a certain blood characteristic 
(hemoglobine C7) is present, and on the other side of which it 
is entirely absent. This leads to th~ hypothesis of a prior 
natural division of this region by some physical barrier, 
probably ~oisture. 

- more interesting for fertility research, Dre Cabane has 
found some highly revealing relationships between certain 
blood characteristics and the frequency of abortions, 
still births, etce He mentioned that a Profo Roberts of 
Newcastle had been doing research in this field, and also 
spoke very highly of the work of Profo Neel of Ann Arboro 

I had lunch at midday with the Pierre Bels 1 at whose home 

I met two Dahomean researchers, Mo Alfred Mondjannagni, a 

geographer working with Trouchaud on the atl~D, and a Mo 

Diarrassouma, the only Ivoirian teacher in the faculty of lawo 
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':· '.[!) ,,: ·.· .:. 1 J ::~ :. ! . 'T -··-'· ... ~ .... __ ... _,._,,.,,. ···•····· ~-"·"' ~- ............. . 

·I;n the' afternoon 1 I 'met, Dr• La'.rrier, a private':·bBGYN who 

d:Y:_;, .. has wO:rked :to yetii's· ·1rt1ia ·rural area, but who now has·· a predominantly 

European cl'ie'ntel·e a· ''Nothing"esp'ecially rie:W came out b£ our 

. ;': ··, 
I • i', 

After .;Larrier;· r· met: 'th'e ·1dcaF WHO:"·representa't i ve, Dr.· Blanc, 

who left me very' unimpressed·( and who spoke· of the "impossibility of 

spaci;il'g' births wi t·ti the present ·cul ttiral level of Africa",: and said 

Two 'people'::had"'inentioned: to me· that a ~md in1issiori with the 

March in Abidjan to study problems related ;to infant mortality, but 

D'r.,· Bianc was not ··awa.r·e 'of: thi's., :.r 
i .. . ' -: . i· 

.'j • ·· .:The<i'ast·· ·in:terview o:f the iaf't'E:?.rrioon Ja:s' much ·~ore· e~couraging., 
: •:.: l ".t. . . :~· <' ; '! ·' 

I ·met::·prbfesi36r Renaud, OBGYN:and head ·of the ma:ternity clinic 

of the university hospital at Treich.ville, after what had been a 
'.· .. • l, 

ve'ry 'heavy day, with· ordy : a sh~rt 'ore a~' cd~· . midday~: Dr. Renaud is very 
: : · ' ' ;-: . : : ·, ' I , ' ;. ''1. :i. ' . · , ' , .~ . : . :• .' 

si'rori'Q'ly lnteres't~d b'y 'Family ·Plarinii\g 1 ari'd: has' "alrea.dy 'a'sked 
·: i :·~ _; . . i ·~i ·- ~· ··i. . , : · · ~ . · · · · r . : . r : 

tn~··MfnistrY. of' -He.al th ·to be able to i'ri'troduce a" 'few hburs on the 

subject· in: the cours~'s he gives to ·_5th year tnedidil'-studehls, midwives 

"! _:.;,. ;_j :. ; r · , ; · ,~ , . _, , ! , ·; '· · ;. · r i · · · 
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did not mention ita He mentioned that in his opinion the abortion 

rate was high, but that any precise measurement was impossiblea 
. . . . 

· .. ·. 
He also mentioned that a great majority of women came to him for 

reasons of sterility and that never once had a woman asked.b.im for 

contraceptive means at the maternityo I think this is an important 

element which must be taken into account seriously in our assessment 

of the chances' of 'family planning~ 

Professor Renaud, whose wife is also an OBGYN and works with 

him, invited me to come to lunch when I. ~assed from Dakar.on my way 

back to Lagosa 

Thursday, April 17: Before leaving Abidjan,. I went to see 

Dro(Colonel) Rives, a French technical consultant at the Ministry of 

Healtho Dro Cabane, who had urged me strongly to see Dro Rives, 

said he was the "eminence grise 11 of the Ministera Colonel Rives 

received me with an air of extreme suspicion and no sooner had I 

started to explain the object of my visit tha:r:J. he interrupted ll1e, 

asking me if I had received the permission of the authorities of the 

country to see people; that his Ministry ha~ had bad experiences 

"giving out information" (SIC) which had later been used against 
···' ... · 

the Ivory Coast. He refused to continue the conversation without 

referring to Dr. Varlet, Director General of Health, whom he rang 

up immediately. Dro Varlet not being available, this ended the 

interview. I could not help feeling that somehow Dra Rives harbours 

some hidden antiamericanism and that this explained his strange 

behavior. I thus doubt that he could be considered a useful contact 

at the Ministryo 
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!;, , SENEGllL (April 17-.19), I•: 
{" .i. 

DAKAR 
: : ·. i~ ~ { . '.:: ·,': ·. ~. ; . s;. 

.... . . ..-·-···-··· ... ····-· 

... ·.· ,· .. -. : '. .. . . ; ; ; : .. ; ';" . . +;:. ~(·' .' j.: '.:' . . : ·::' .! . . . . j' 
. Abi'djan· to Robortfiold, Liberia, whore tho O.A. U. confcironco 

. ., 
on tho Nigorian-Biafran crisis was to bo hold. 

i_ •• 

:. On. arr iv al· in Dakar .. ( 8 p. n.) , .. I: ·iru:.io dia toly phoned 

Dr. Cantrelle, who was leaving two days later for Abidjan, 

.. . ···;tho_. s'o.oo. ovoning·. : . I: was . .'f or:tune. to· on~~gl:1,:::..~0.'.;_:lo.c~.''·~:t·J1or:: .. _ .'.. · 
.••• >·• ·•--¥·-··· .. ··-·~·····~--.•·•····· .... ·-- ............. ·········. ·---·· ···- -·~- . . ... -~ •.. .... . . . 

hono 1I •. Jau9s Bonoit;,. tho :.Sono~losc: so11~".'"sliroctour dci.s 

AffairoS: Socialos, .. ~vh(l'·Was to" ho of ·gro:a;t h'O'lp' to oo ·during 

ny short stay. Both had ::gon0.: to ·tho: atrp·ort to fetch 60, 

but: ni?SCd I.JO •BS nyplano ·Was 45 ninuto·s early.'.' As nany 

·pooplo'. have' :already described• tho .:work boihg dorio by l.fuo.: 

Tfuost-Allogro,: I will ·not do this dnc'o nor·o. But· I would 

·like to nontion, that ·hor clinic ·cato~s. 'for a voey broM. social 

'spoctrui:l 6f tho· p·optilatiori~' and that .'vorr.J dey· both tho wife 

'''of' a;ciinis:tor ·ruicra 'wonnn \·rho was t6'ci" poor t~·pa§.had'1oft 

·la::clinic Croix Blouo. .··.:.. 

: .• ·i.U<'.: -.:-;· ... 1 • ·:!". 

. ~:: .. . . ;.+ ,J , .. 

' : ··~. . .. ~ ' .•. .! •.• : : : ~·: ... 

·. ; -.! 

• 

:.·.;_ 

1 ••• 

.. ·····-. 

. ' ·:_, 

• 



r• I 

- 4:9 -

Fridax-_. April 18: My. aim in passing th~ough Dakar was 

essentially to find candidates for Chicago, as Mro Hanson, 
.. · .. · 

Dr. Brown and Mro Caldwell had covered the family planning 

side very thouroughly in June 1968. 

My first visit of the day was with Mme. Madeleine Ly, wife 

of the Minister of Health, at her Centre de PMI in the Medinao 

She expressed great interest in the Chicago summer course, and 

said she would very much like to attend, although it woul.d be 

difficult for her to leave for two whole months, especially in 

the summer when many people took their leaveo I told her it might 

be possible to take her for one·month, and should she wish to do 

so, I would strongly urge that we make an exception in this ~ase, 

due to the influence she can certainly exert. 

As I have been trying to collect the maximum number of 

demographic studies for Dr. Caldwell at lfe, I stopped a~ ORSTOM, 

' ' 
I 
I : 

where I met Dro Cantrelle, who assured me that he had put Dr~ 

Caldwell on his mailing list and that he would be receiving relevant 

ORSTOM documents shortlyo 

My last interview of the omorning was with Professor'Correa, 

:·· 

OBGYN, and head of le Danctec maternity clinic. This interview 

was arranged through M. Benoit, a personal friend of Dr. Correa, 

who came down especially to the hospital to see meo I had made 
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a point of trying to see Dr. Correa: because of tho very 11 anti-

F. P. 11 article he had published in the October issue of the African 

nedtoal· :,]"o~ncl>'Pfd:t°ique ·Hedicaio, (See "L' a:fridai1;r Deya:p."t; lo . . . .... -~. - " -··-· ' . - . 

Problen~ d~ la Linitatiori dos Naissances", p•··593~604). .. 

· Thi.s ~ti"clb · c.ontclnod ·ni.inorous factual errors, and rrn.s. . . ~. ~ 

quite eootional in its tone. ·Yet, duo to :tho'l"indoubtod 
. -. r 

· ·. ·stb.nui{ig'·'~f Prof.."· --c·orl'oo..' ~ fraricophono J~frica~ ·I· do not doy.bt 

... ~:..: ,;, i ·;_:::·.· ..•. ·, ': ...... : .. :· ; ... ··: ·. . . • ~ . 1· ,. . , • . l' t 

l t w~ll have ··consiaerabl-e- inr-luence.,.: .. ___ ; __ ',:'. ... ' .. :..:..:::.". 'i .. : 

·'\ 

· The :lnter'vie~ niti-i'· Pi'bf. 'Correa·' pr0ved "to· be one of the no st . 

fru{tfu.i. o"~f oj.· wli'cii"e trip.· ·Dr. Correa hioself so.id ·that it was a 

··diaiogt.i~ rlore than a discussion~ l ·gathered the ioprossion. that. 
; .. : .. : . 
·'"' · iie" is 'very 'deeply preoo·cup:lea··by the pr"obler.1 ·of' fanily planning. 

tt6 6zj;iau:i~d to i:le ·that, be~ause he was looked u1Y to:· for advice (the 

····President has· ·~sked ·hin nake an· authOri tative: statbtJent on this 

problen) , he felt ·ti1d ·he had to proce'ed · very:. cau tiou'sly. · He 

rightiy. si;;.ia that once cine. had start.ad fai:1ily pla:illung~ bno · 

. , -,·::~~~l;d r{o1/t~ back~· ~ n~ that its long.'..:tern ef£EiClts on .:tfre 

,;! ·:·· 

social struoturo" . an"d .o.rgrutlsation of socii·etj' v/ore. very diff'icul t' . 
. .... . ·~ .; . ·,, . -,r r .. 

to assess, a point' th.a·Ci~ -~Y opi~ion ;ve t~n:d to o~erl'ook.' He 

insisted that at tho pro sent uoL1ont F. P.·.-had"to be seen as · · 

' .. ::·.·:_:L~·-:s;ci:i_~i~~ileasu~~':: ~~t ~ ~c~~oi:~ic one. > He 'dl;so lnsisted oh the 

'. 1 ~ ~ ' .• 

by the probloo of' ste~iiity"than 'by cc)ntracepfi.6h' l.. ;i"'i:l6iiit 

everyo~e of" 'the doctors' i .hav~ in'.tervievv~d 'l~ad ·.oaae. "·He is 

' 

·-

----
·-.. __ I 
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presently preparing a paper on the subject for a WHO meeting 

• • : l. ·:':"' 

on sterility to be held this fa.11 in ,Geneva': -~-.?cl had .i:;~ce:11t.ly 
' ·. ~ ' .r_ ··.: ·, ,• .r. •' •' ;. ' \ ~ J "'.' 

been in Gabon as a WHO consultant on this problem. Nevertheless, 

: : .:, ~:~ . ' ~~- .. :_. 
. . .... .. . ··r·.: .. '. 

Dr. Correa is actively experimenting with different kinds of 

... .; 

pills. He told me he was try~ng out a make called 11 Lai:ic_ei:iyl11 

'.. · .. 1..:· 

· ,. wh1~h'' ~ee~~-d to him the best he had tried out. for .the following 

•I . ' • '. :.i- : = •• : '': ~ _1 

.r·· .-.. 

reasons: 
.:: 

- it was relatively cheap (JOOCFA, which is about., $1.25),.: 
. ·,,I .'°c.onsider; this stfll ·very Eixpen~ive for Africa) • 

. ·,·· , .. ,. ·.·: .· .': . . .-.; .. 
~ t. is, .taken, every· ·single day~- whicff makes it much more 
easy to take than the varieties where one has .. ,t!o .stop ... ..for 

.: .a _:few.·.days·'eve.ry·nionth. · ·. ,;_. '· · . . . .. 

, .. · 
. ·':". ':i_:t ·does' not. interfere! wi'th lactation'~. 

Professor Correa came up with an important suggestion which 

I think s.hould at all costs· be."• followed: up·~ "(If:·i 'f>e'~n- to.id me in 

• • ' : ; • ,' 1 • ~· : • : : 

Ouagadougou that this suggestion had already been made by Mr. Hanson 
;. • . 

last fall, but I think it for this V-ery r~~sori ail th~_more 
-~ : . ,. . . . . . . . . 

important, i .. e •. t.hat ~r. Correa ha:s adovted, t~i~ ·Ja~~:"hi~self). 
• • ' • . : '. . : ' ! : ~- . : : ~ : ,:, . . . .' . • . 

He suggested that an African· c'ollc'>~ufu:Aqori·: fa~ily · pl~~niil:g be 

-~· .L 
orga~i,sed. to -d·i.Sc·Use th"J .. de'sii'abfl.i ty of'''-fj··~':-p.,;· for Africa. He said 

.·. ,.\: ;"'·.:··. "'.· .... 

that Africans could no longer turn their backs on the problem, 
···;··t 

He sug.gested that 
· ' . , ' :, " /' , I ',! :• .: t::) .i'.: f 

invitations :!;>_~.,.issued by. i:m· AfriC'an ·c'biuittoy, ~at by ·some foreign ·.. ··:, · ... 

:'.• , .·!;_; : ·_,;.·:.1:;.~.H~:' 

organisat~Qn:o ; When·:!: asked hiin:;·if' h'e:'wo·tifa "ti~ ready to send such 

. . ~ .;, ~' . . ~ .: . 

...... · .. 
'· 

,.: : 
.·· .. 

· .. ·.·· t! . .-.r .i ·,,. ··i :.:.: . : ;; .= 

':::!' •' .•,,:, 

. . . . ~ 

!I [\ '!' 

• ~ . J; :· 
.:..•-" 
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·:·.: I 

invitations himself should such a c9nference be o~g~p~~ed~he 
,,· .• 

said that he would willingly dolso. 
' ! • • . . ; :. ' :' ;.;, ~ 

Co~~i<;lering his sta_tu? .. in 
''i.l• .. 

Francophone medical cir?les, and considering,_ J:·.~flt he. t~nds to 
• . "·:._ ·' .I.,• • 

'i · .. 

be seen as an opp~nent of F.P. 1 • thi~ ~ould.not ~~o~se suspici~n • 
.. . t "'.·' J ........ ; : .' .. ; ' 

He also suggested that such a colloquium I,:>e .hel~.; in .. a country .that 
.. ·. : . ' .. ~ ' .. 

is not openly in favor of F.P., which I consider a suita~l.e 

idea. It seems to me that Dakar would be an e~cellent·place to 
',: 

hold suC:h·a conference,·should the idea be persued,.not only 

•i .: 

but also for practical reasons (go6~ airii~e c6mmu~~~ations, 

etc.) ". , .. 

Su.~h a·co:Ofi:ar.ehce·might last 4:-5 days and comprise.the 

following workin{j groups: 

... - . ' .. 

· 1.. Me:d.ical aspects of contracepti'o·n: 
··., 

2. Family planning and economic deyelopment 
... J. Social· welfare aspects· of family planning 

4:. Sociological and psychological obstacles to.,F.P. 
5 • . : African-, family planning programs~ . . .. · 

in Africa 

' It ·would be ··desirable· that' speakers be. Africans whenever 

._,·: J' 

,y .:J?r.pfessor. Cor-i:"ea aTsc'(·said' .that he would be glad to send a 

highly:· qualified mi.dwi-fe ''fr.om" hi's C°lini.c to the{ Chl.~ago s~mer 

~0:::urse;, and :would -discu'ss' thei nia::fter ·with th~· :r·dni~te"~. 
: •• 1 .... 

I had: lunch· with the· CIMADE team a:t the Centre 's6'd'iai de 

Bopp. This is a combined social and medical center which has 

been active for close to 13 years. The team members are Europeans 

----

' 
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but well integrated into Senegalese life. Irene Poznanski for 

ins.tanc~ ha_s .. been~ ther?: since .. its: incept.ion,· ·and ·speaks Wollof 

:puently:;_, ~9,_d9.most .qf_,tlle other':~.eam,·members.··-.As an ex-CIMADE 

:;: 
wa.i:;., f.~P~-~ved .~n ,a, fJ;"i.¥J?.dly manner,~· T:b.e. Ceptr.e Social: has an 

~l.l-S~neg9-~e~e, . .b.oardo ,M~· Beno-it 13pokeJ ·highly .of .. it ·as the best 

cen,tre of, .. ij;,s .)~inq..,.,i:r;i .. ,D~kar.,.; ,, . . . ' ... , . ·' . • . : .• : i·. ..--~ .. i.. . 

I 
·;, 

o/~µ~g _ment_;ion , that'· the .. B9:pp cent~r . w~s:' a;ppli'JDached·: by· an.· 

: .... organisatioi:i. intereste<jl ii}, fam;i;Jy pla.nning·:which· ,offered them '·' .... , .· : . .· . , , . . ... 

.. } . }a:r,g~ f~~.nc~a1. .' fc.tcil:ij:i<?S if~ :they.' we;re to.; start:.F· .. P. 'activities 

in the medical center. ,This .. made ~ very·,bad impression _on the 

whole tE3am,.·a,nd.,I me.~tion it. bec~use· it is not:.tbe·.,first time I 

h~v~ ., col'\le :<:\Cross i;-hi.s .. apprqc._tcb ·which,,. by its obvious emphasis 

on. ;.mqne.y and Jae~ of ;deliqacy,. cio.e~ .ha:rm .to .. the ·;cause•:of .F.P • 

.. . :';,:In t~e .~f~er.J:.1:00,i:i,::I~.,went:t.o see:Mme.··Diarl!'a a.t.the University. 

Mme Diarra .. is .. ,a,,~a;li~n .,sociologist .. en,Qaged in, :fer.·ti·lity ~r.esearch 

• , ., ..... , .. in ,-Ni.ger ,among ... ,a.. smGJ,:~l samp.l~: o.:f Sour.~;i :.women , •. i:(Mosrl:em women of 
.• ::,,..~.,·.• • :: ..... ~.~~• ~_:~·-••• •• ·- • • -·- •••·•·· • • """'• ... ·• • ~·- --· •••• :: •••• •• •·•••• ... • ., .. l•••• -..· ••••• ••oo ... , ,. ··" •. l "'•'<l<• •o..•• •••••I • .... !<••• .... -··••• :.. "''" .... ,.,._.., ... __ . 

' \ ' 
... 15_,.year!3. and. overo.): .!5.PW i_s. ma, .. ,tnl;y;j:g!l~h~ri!lg ··:t:·~:!':~.!~~J~.Y ... ::~.!'\:~~ 

, ... ~-· .... ·~ .................... ~ -....................... -···~~ .. 
' 

: :a~d.: i~ ,also .;asldng a few. q~estipns on. ,a"ttituCles .towar.d " .. · 

I I 

! I 

.cp!lt;rt:)·~~_iPtion, a:nd t:he. number .o.f ·chilqren .. deisired.::. /tfter1· .' 

l._ 

"~~perimenting with; a questiionna:ire, :,she1 descriibed .. herself as 
. ' .• ! .•. - • - • ... •; 

.cl.~i;t~·: . .PPPp;sed, .-:to, what she: consider:s a .·methodology ·unsuited to 

L_ 
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'' 
the characteristics of the population studied. She thinks 

....... ·. ·.· .: . .J·: :.••· 
that a more anthrb~~logicall~ oriented app~oach is necessary, 

!. •.· ~ ... 'r • : ·: ·. 

with the use of unstructured interviews~ Her comments interested 
' "· 

( . 
i.' : · .. i 

me very much, because she made exactly the same remarks I had 
. ~. I ' . ~: ; : y. ; J .... 

h~ard, before leaving Algeria, from Nefissa Zerdoumi, the 
·.· ;· 'I 

only Algerian sociologist with a doctoral degree who has done 

extensive interviewing in Algeria. She mentioned among 
;·~ .: f •• .' • 

other.things that.the word 11contrac~ption 11 or its equivalent 

did not even exist among the Sourai, a revealing comment which 

' . '.' ._.,. ' .: ; .. . ·.:- . . .' ~ ~ . . ' . 
reminds us of the difficulties of translating Western concepts 

.. . :~ . r .r. ; 
in a culture where they are unknown. 

···,! 

Mrs. Diarra also commented on the fact that in sub-Saharan 
... .. 

Moslem populations, polygamy is considered an obligation, i.e. 
. .: '· ~ : .. ' ··.: 
a man must have four wives, whereas in the Koran this is 

• ' ·• I ' : ' ' I : ~ 

tolerated, and only then under certain conditions which make 

.. :t.. •:' :'\ • . . . ·.,.:. -~;j" ' ·.:: .. ;·· .. i· /. . .l 
Social Affairs at the Ministry of Heal th was the ri'e':il:'t "person to 

"'}: ·:'.: { ,'. 

receive me. Dro Senghor expressed an immediate interest in the 
· ... :.:··.:· 

Chicago course, and quoted various statistics in the field of 
d •·•• ' :· •• ;): :.• ... ~: ... ~· .: •• ' • !.· ..... . '' . . •'\ (', . . : .. ~ .. 

public assistance to underline the growing na'cessity for F.P. 
· .. : •' :. •,. .. .. . . '!· 

in Dakar. He said 
.. 

take he himself would very much like to part 
,J'.:.· ' ~'· ··-: .... . ... .. 



' - 55 ~ 

:· i 

i ·. 

· in. the course 
1 (which, due to his relationship to the·President, 

: .. · .. 

would be very encouragingL. Otherwise j h?. said .. he .. would send . . , .. ·: . .... : . 
·.:' 

. efther Ma Benoit or a fully qualified f;_O~,~Cl-1 yop4e.r, .from his 
. .· ... ~ ~ . ; . 

section (Social Affairs)a 
.: : 

At the end of the afternoon, I met Mllea Josette..~emarie, 
.. ) . 

who has been working with Dra Cantrelle for the last two tears on 

a survey of birth spacing and nutrition under a WHO.granta Mlleo 

Lemarie had applied for a Population Council grant _which was·lturned 

Jack Caldwell had menti_one~ th~s to me_,_ .stat,i.t;i,g ,~e- thought 
. ,.. . . i<· 

this to be a pity - an opinion that I 13ha~e..o··. Ml_leo Lemari~ has not 
' .. : . .· '·· 

given up hope of receiving a scholarship 1 and is now. go~pg t•o follow 
~ . ' \ . \ i: : . ·.• ·!·_ 

an intensive English course at the Unive;rsity pf Bes,<:lncon • .,pue 
' ~ . . . ,'• .. 

to the very few people interested in fertility ~esearch in; 
·. .. (, '·' , . 

. ·, .. , . . .\:'I· . ' 

franc'ophon~ countries of Africa, I think it. might. be a_ worth ... 
'. ..~ ' ' ~ ': . . •' .. 

while i~~est~~nt if some organisation was to.grant.hei;- C1- :::icholarship 
0 H 0 :' ,'_; ; ,,' 0 ' .' !1-' :·:, .. : .... · ... , '•;' ;' 0 .' .: : : 0 :,. \ 0 0 ( 0 ,l,' 0 ,, 0 •'' .) 0. '' •• 

. :~~ped.0al ly _., ~~ .. :I' acq ~ired the impression she req_l_ly ... ~nt.end~d .:comi-ng 
.. . . · .... :~!. . . ~: : . ; .. : : . ~ : : :·. ·.: . ' f . . . . .• .:.. . . . . •, 

f . . . 'J : ~ ·~. 

ba.6'k to ·Africa. She promised to send me u ~eta,il_e_d s.\l!Ilm.ary of' the 

work she had done and her study project, and ~_hope to, be able to 

plead her cape: ,~hen· I·. pass-. at .. the•'P.opti.latibn· C8u,ncil "in M·ay 1969 • 
• i. ; ·' . : . ; . .. . ~· ::-. "l : ' :· • • 

...... ;. .. · .. 
In the ever.i~·pg-:; ·I-.-had1: dinner witli:'Min~o"Wlj_est:.._Ail~.gr,e. 1 M. Benoit 

··: .... :: • ,-,::., .... ,. .... <-::; ... \ ._ .. ,:· .'. •;! : ·<. ·:, '-'' ... · .' ·:·_'.: ... ' :· .. :· ... ·; .. :~.·-·-.::.·' 
and Miii~ O-. L~J;l:CJ. .~lJ.ye-a Mme oGu~yo; is 'chief midw~fe. ir:i". Dr~ .. ~Correa' s 

.. , . . ·. ·.··-· ..... 

maternity, and one of the JO members of the Bureau of the Senegalese 
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womens' union (Congres National des Femmes Senegalaises) 9 and a 
: ; ' I ~·~ 

:'.p'Oli.ti'C:'~liy very a~·d.v~ person 1 with numerous contacts in the 
. \. . .. 

Nati·an.9:1 · A'ssembly~ '· i-l~r husband is a doctor at Le Dantec hos~i tal. 
. .. ·: ;i 

She i~ a d~nvi~bed ~dvocate of F.P., and I think she would. make an 

... · 
excellent candidate for Chicago. I had mentioned her to Dr. Correa 

.. . 

wh.o'::gave.j.nie -~.tb.:. unders"tand he did not appreciate her politic al 
. ' ~ . . --: . . .. : ' .. . . . . . : : ..... 

.. . <J'e.tiv.ity.:~.: a:nct .. \irould <prefer so-rneone eTse ·attendi~g~· I think on 

! . . " '... . .. . ~ .:~. . ' .i: .'.· ~- .• _·: •• ~ . 
. th~ contr'a'ry '.:{ha't. ··th~:·~ery'~ fact that. sfie is politically active is 

:. : ~ .' 

She mentioned that she would ~illingly 
:· . . 

··go durlng''h~i- leave; and i would urge that she be considered 

r :for Chicago.· Mriie. Gu~yc. said she would mention the summer course 

''to "the p~eisident· of the· womens 1 union who is also the only woman 

m'ember of the Na:tional Assembly. 

A~ nobody ~ro~ Upper Volta will be going to the Chicago 

Population Seminar, I would suggest that, due to the favorable 

::;_ · Sit.U~tion i~ .Senegal,. the maxi~um number of candidates from this 

"country participate in the summer course. I would recommend the 

following candidates: 

Mme .. Lena Gueye 
Dr. Sengl:lor or someqne el.se . :from Af.faires Sociales· .. 
Mrs. Whest-Allegre 
A midwife to be Qesignated :by Professor. Coffirea:·.. ·· 

j ,., 
.: ·; 

Someone from the Direction de la Sante (to be chosen by Dr. 
Papa Gaye 1 whom I was unable .to .meet - ho'peftil;ly ·Dr'.. · 

· Madeleine"i·Y.L. 
.. ~ .~ ... ::· .. ·: ~ . .: ... -:~. ·.. ' . . 

' 

• 
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UPPER VOLTA (April 19-25) 

OUAGADOUGOUo 
i. 

. ; ~ . . . 

:' ·r·.·; .. 

Saturday, April 19:(Interviews are not reported in 
< .. '.-:_~. 

chronological ordero) In Ouagadougou, I caught up with Douglas 
. . . ' 

' ' 
Deane from the Pathfinder Fund, whom I had been trailing at a 

- ... . . . . . . 

wee'k'sinterval through Dahomey and Senegalo We had dinner together 
. '·1 

'• .·. 

the first evening with Bruce Rogers, who is the economic officer at 
. ; . 

. ~ : 

the UoSo Embassy, and discussed the latest developments which 
,. 

seem quite encouraging ioeo the future Cornell Fertility survey, 
..•. .-1.· . ': 

to be started in summer, the Voltan application to the Population 
··.: '_;·:·. ·:·,·:· 

Council for a demographic survey, and the request for assistance 
;·,, :~: . ;, : ' .. 

in the field of health education made to the Pathfinder Fundo 
. ~ '·. 

The Cornell .survey; to be made under the leadership of 

·':Di ~-··o ~- ··i 1~-"F>ool ,·· -wh'c/':~~~ ~i~e~dy · ~~~k~d.- 0i~; ,,the Population Council 

on Ghana, -~ii~~ ·,_!a.Y:_:·~'t'J~~-lng the :_e'i~ects ·~:~ socir\l c~~n:·~~! in. t·";~ .. 
. . . . . ,. '~-: !.l . : . . : ..• ~) t . - - __ .:,.. . ___ .... •' ~. . ..... ··:: .. ~ : . ; : .. :: . ·• :· .. ; ~ ~ ' 

urban areas, Ouagadougou, the capital, and Bobo Dioulasso, 2nd 
':: .. _, :i'; .. . -<; ...... ~ ·. : .. -. ~:. 

largest towno According to Michel Izard, director of the 

C~n~~e.,Vo·~~aique ~·~ l-~ 1 ~echerche Sc~~~-tifiq~~·~· the t:a~ will be 

. . ~ ,;'~ ... : . .: :.·· . ~ ... :·::! 

made up of 1 Ghanaian, 1 Cameroonian, 1 Chilian, ~ Americans and 
'. I 

to August 19690 
• . . . f . ~ .. . ~- .. 

.. ; 

The Ministry of Planning has asked the Pathfinder fund for 
! -~· ~- . : ! .. • ' . ; ... : 

. ; . :· .. . ·•·. ( .. ) ·.j 

a medical team specialised in child care (pediatrician, specialised 
"it . ' : . ' . ; . . ' .. ~ . . ·t;· • • • ! • ~ 

childrens' nurse-midwife, social worker and a 11 hygieniste" - presumably 



' 
. :ir'. 

someone specialized in health education), as well ~s-fo~--

scholarships for 2 doctors and 10 nursesi this Ministry has 
.···.·· ·.·.,· '. i ~ .. ' 

also asked for help in creating a "Centre de Formation 
. ··.!_·,..: : 11; 

......• ! ... 

d'Animatrices Rurales 11 , which will train young girls from rural 
:. \ ":;1 

areas (2 years training) who will then go back to their r~spective 

villages to organize small centers ("Centres d 1animation 11 ) where 
·.·: 

~ •••, • ,•n~~:·~ ... ::>'. i : 

"ihe~·will give b~si~ training in hygiene, child care, home 
. ~ . : . . ' . ' ' " .:: ... l 

economics, gardening, etco) 

The application to the Population Council calls for 
. "f (' _i~ .: : :·· ! : ~ . .' !. .. \ '', 

assistance in organizing a demographic sample survey, the 
i:..:· 

total cost of which would be about $220,000 (Population Council 
: ) .: ~ . . . . . 

assistance only) for a sample of 140-1500000 peopleo From my 
I ' : I ~ :: 

discussions with Mo Georges Sanagho 1 Director of Statistics, and 
'.'·.: 

his two French assistants, Mo Courel, (Statistician) and Mo 
.: t.:· !: .. '·' :·! 

Planes {a demographer), I gathered the impression that they had 
. ... ~ ··~ ~;. . .: : ~.: .. . ; ·,, 

not been told very clearly either what type and amount of 
.. '.; 

assistance they might receive, nor what type of project to send 

to New Yorko This explains that their project of February 1 

is very vague. Mo Sanagho said that wha.t they would like to do 
. . ~ 

was a real census, but not knowing how much assistance they might 

receive from the Council, they had sent in this preliminary 
\ ·1 • • • : r.~ .. 

project which could be changed depending on the reply they received 

from NoYo I told him that I doubted that the Council could bear the .~ ,) 

\ ' 
I 

I ' 
I I 
' I 
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costs_: of -~ f.V._11 censu_s, and suggested th~J he s_enc;l -~ ~ucll l!lor·e 
.. / ... !"·'.· 

._detail,ed, pr:oject_ to No Yo, and a copy to _Jack Caldw~llo 
. I. ~ . ' · : : • , . ' · , !' • · ' • ., i 

_I., ~as. .... ... 
··.:··· 

told this w~mld .b~ done,· the following. weeko 
• : , : ' . . . . • - : . J. . ' .• . . . :.: • • . . •. • . • ~ .' ~ _..: ' .• , .. ,: ·.' )-'." .. _::\ :., .• • ·::f. 

I am quite sure the present team at the Direction de la ... 

Statist.iq_ue could make a good .. J~b of the i:;.~rvey, should i.t :be 
... 

undertakeno They all have experience in field wor~ on Upper .. 

Vol ta, (Mo Sanag1i1,o, the director, w:as resp~nsible for nationwide 

sample survey of household _con~umption in 1962-63)D Due to the 
' • • ' • • ' • : ' • • ' • • • or' • : ; ' 

inadequate knowledge. of demographic tre11ds whic),1 hinders all;~ 
·.· .. 

planning efforts, due. to the fact that the.Minister.of Plary~~ng, 
. ~ -: •. ,_- ! ·' . 

Mo Dam~ba, is. universally acknowlec:Iged a...s a .~ompetent .. and 
!,~1·,:_'~ • .~·,,,•;,~.··'.,.:: . .:..: ·;·· ... ! ,·· ·.~.: ·;,,· .·,.:. •.' ' I·.•., 

energetic_ p~;~~n., I wo.1f~d ~~ge th~t a _.positiye r~ply ,b~ g~ven, 

to the -~¥~er, Vol tan r~~ues.t.~ 

There can be few. c~untries ~n the .. wor lrl:.· t;e>da! .. wP,ic_h. neecJ,-.; 
•· •. :'I_ ... 

assistance mor.e ba,d.ly tli'.'l:n }JpPer Vo~ tao .... The. c.:oun:try ••is. . :· 

desperately pooro Per. capita income is estimated,. at 4:5 _O.()llars, 
·=:_f • 

which means that the great majority of the popµlation are ,l;i.,ving 
. . . . . . . : -~ /: ·.· . . . . . . . . . 

: .. ··. 

at the barest subsistance level .• . . About 95% .of the, .. popuJ.atiQn is 
' ' ~ ~. .. • • • ' .• ,. J . - . . •. • ' .. • • • . . : • . . . • . • 

rural, (all th~se fig_ure. I:>eing estimates?,. as .. :few countries la_~k 

even the most bas~c statis.tics,. :to the ext~nt of .. th.is .. ~.ountry)_,.,_ 

Po~~lation __ j~.~~~mat~s/ ,for th~ capital 1 . Ou~Q;:i..~o_u.~91u. 1 ,,rar_ge .:f,rp~ _,, 

1000000 to a 150aOOOA And it goes yrithol;l~ SC!:Y,il',l!;! ,that .~ost <?~;_.,the 
··: .. , ·.· .•. • .·.·. r . :·····.··,-.. -,., . • .· :;·. . '. , ...... ··.-.·.. . • .• ·- . 

population are wi thou1t educa:tion;.1~~d without .hea+~.h- C:~f.!1t .. _, . _. ... 

_j 
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Primary school enrolement is 7-9% of school age children. There 
' ... i . ) .- . ; . . ... : ~, ~·: .'. \ .. : 1 : • • l • : ~ 

is one doctor for about. 75.000 in:~abitants, ?ut m.ost of.tpe 

doctors being in the large towns, this me.ans that large areas: of the 

country never see a doctor. Currently, the whole Eastern region 
;: : .·.. t ' 

2/5 of the country - is wi.thout a doctor). Life expectancy is 
.. ~ { 

estimated at 31 years. Birth.rate 49 per thousand, deat~ rate 
. : ·: i '· ~ 1.; "t:: - . -·~ ' :. ,• . ~. : : : !_ -~ . '; ; 

31. The country has no miner~l ~esources whatsoever, rai~fall 
' ! , :·· . . ;_ ~ . ~ : !· : . ~ ' •. . ' ' . . . . . 

is irregular, erosion widespread. . . ~ . Epidem.ic diseases a:re still 
1 '• 

rampant, and although smallpox has been eliminated.to a great 
. r•, I' 

extent, in the two months before I arrived, th~~sapds of 
' . . . .. • : . j: i· . . 

children had died from measles. Another disease which has 
. :· =- :.: ... ·:·.· ... 

serious negative economic effects is enchocerciasis, an.infection 
' ;: . : (; i:.; "· : .-. ·.·• . .• · . . . . ·· .. '. -· ! ; • . .i" 

spread by black flies, that attack. the skin and make many 
'. i 

people blind. These flies are found in the lo~lands along rivers, 
.. 

where the best earth is to be found, and for this reason,.some 

of the m.ost fertile areas are not under cultivation. 
"'' .: Ji.·.: 

The country does not have any industrial production worth 
. -._· :-.;· .·; . 

mentioning as yet, although a few plants are in the process . , . . . . . "; 

of construct£on. Export~ in .1967, last figures available, totalled 

only 18.1 million dollars, while importB climbed to 36.6 million, . . . . : . . . ' ~ . 

giving a trade deficit .of 51%, which .is neverthel.ess a . 6% 
• , .• ; . • . . : ~ . . . , '. . . . : ·. . . : . r ;: . : : ' . : ;· ·, : : : . 

improvement on the. pre<'eding year, .thanks .to aus.teri ty b:r.ought on by 
• ;, • ,: : ,··: ,) • • • • •; : '. • :., ' , • ''. • ~ ,' : • • : • • • ;• I I ' ' : • • ' 

the military government. Live animals (cattle) are by .far the 
.:r ·. .:~·,.: ·· ~ ,..-.. ~- ;-. ··,, :::· ~ii.:·.i.·· ,;·.1 :· ::!·'! : .. r.;.• '·· 

main export item (51.396 of exports in 1967) although the government 
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groundrrQts. ..The problem with, the~e crops i~. i;hat .. :W:~ th worldc 

prices .fluctuating as .much as ,they do'l. they do not._guarant~.e .. a 

regular income 7 eyen .. ~f p:ro.duction g9es. :UP• .The lo:ng-te;r1n out;lpok 
• • -· ..! • ' •.• 

is thuE!, pr~sent;ly: h<;l~d,ly encouragi~g. , , 

On Monday, April 21 1. I r~c~iv.ed a goo<;!. bri\3.fing .oil: 

the. general situation by Bruce .Rogers, Economic Officer., at, the 

U oS.,. Embassy, who was: also ¥.ind:. enough j;o_ cf:i;x. a few. rendezvous .for 

me. After. that, I .. ,:;;aw Michel Izard:, who: is the present. director 

o,f.:the:Centre Y.oltaique de: la Recherche Scientifique,• (CVRS),. an 
;. . 

off.spring of the well.-known !FAN (lnsti tut:,,,F..ri3.-_i'1~~i1§1 .d ~Afr~gt1e '"' 

Noire.which.:;i.s composed of a series· of·r.ese~rc'h institutes in:. -;· 

.French-speaking; tropical Africa) o' .The CVRS "is n9w..: an: ent:ire.ly:i' Vol tan 

center, at.tached::to.the. Ministry ·of Educati·on,·:ahd' financ·e'd half 

by the .Yo.ltan government, and half, by .. F.r~nch :fimds·;,.' Th~; 19.69.:. 

budget was !15 .. 000oOOO CFA, .or just over $61,000.-. Research·personnel 

I i are composed of. the follow.ing: 

I -- I 

MicJ;ie:J. Izard, ~i:rector, an ethnologist. ·1 ": 

- Michel Cartry, ethnologist. 
Bozi B .. Some, research assistant 7 ethnologist .. ::_ : ... :·. 

- Suzanne Platier, (Mrs.) 1 linguist. 
·7 Ouetiq.n.. Bogp.ouii.ou, .. bota.nist·o.;_~· :; · .·. ... . :)· .. = ::<; :;. 

i I , 
~~\ 

- Thierry Queant, ethnologist. 
~· Cec~le·:·de. Rauville 7 (Miss): sociologist. ::. < :c;: r.l::< · 

.·;rhe CVRS. publishes occasional .papers and:. is in ·contq.pt ,., ·: 

\_ -

! \ 
i!3 :·mainly; in. tlle field~,' of ethnology; history' : lingµ.;i.stic9 ... and 
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~~bgr~~~y. An atlas bf Upper ~6lta i~ pre~~ntlf under preparaiian. 

M •. Izard mentioned that·: he would· be· interested in devel6pihg' · 

research in the field of deirtography, and in. thl.s connection.;"· I 

think it would b~ worthwhile envisaging a.· couple of scholarships 

for two Vol tan students, as the CVRS might.· well becoine·· the 

nucleus for further research "in 'th"is ·field~·;· 

.. ."'.:In c.onm.c..tion w.ith .. this.possibility 1 I went'over the list·· 

·of" the 409 Voltan students: abroad· with M. Izard. Quite a:·_'fe.\.r. 

:_of .tn~m. ~re .. f_inish_ipg-: tJ1,ej_:r. ~:tµO.ies i.n .geography-; sociology 

. and· ec~9_norµi9s _cinq :.,.r._oO.l~(! __ ma~e prospectiv:.e _(;9:IJ..4:Ldates.·:.· · M;/ .D.amiba., 

the Minister· of PI.arininJ!.; .:whom I saw toward the ·end of the week, 

told me· he \'iould ·'.very .much like a few Vol tan students -tc:;· ·go and 

· ; • ·· · st.udy:_i~demography abroad o· Not ortlY, . that i" but ·he is . of the -:opitd.on' 

that-fundamental research:in the field of.demography.is a basic 

neces·sity, which is ·all· the more noteworthy coming from the 

· ·Mi,n:ist'er . of Planning of a country with so m·any · :lmme'diate 

and urgent needs in other fields. I -must say I was quit·e 

impressed by M. Damiba:; who is a young (31) but certain'.i"y ··a most 

energetic pers·on.•.· 
~- : . 

Speaking of the assistance· ·asked for in the field· of the 

demographic survey· 1 he insisted: on :t·he ·impossibility of ·any long 

range;· :·pl.anning without basic demog.raphic data 1 as wel i. as the 

impos o·ibiiity of· :·dutlihing any; population policy, (an: expression he 
r--,-i 

used spo'rt.taneously qui'te a few ·time{s) 1 wbich he seems to cons id.er 

\-..I 

I ' 

' I 
~' - ~ 

l 
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a necessity due to, the pressin.g probl.ems faci°:g the c:ountry •.. 

H~ also me.ntione~ th<').t th.e country, depended for 90% on 

f'ore.ign (111ostly European) financial C).id. for its investments, 

., . wh,i,ch is another import!"lnt· barrier. :to long-:r_-ange plan.ning.; 

Among the other people I saw I. W01J~d like to menti.91:) 

Mr,.,Fox, director of the Peace Corps in.Upper Volta, who 

struck m~ as being a most well-i.nformed, compe:ten;t a.nd huma.ne . 

. perso:n.; .Mr.o. James Slyker 1 the head of CR.S. (Catholic Relief 

Services).; two Peace Corps volunteers 1 Barbara Niemi and Wendy 

G.:J.ad.stein,'.:whd ·work. at the local P11! and hove int.er:v-iewed over 

200, "iomen on their relatton·,ship to the PMI; M. ·Saint· .Jalrnes 

. ·!!:;,;sociologist from ORSTOM'. in Ouagadougou 1 which does research mainly 

in the social sciences, in the field of rural,.s~ciol.ogy;.(there 

is another ORSTOM research center in Bobo.Diou~assf?, second urban 

center in the country' which specializ.es ~n. ~e,~llc~·i research); 
' . . ;, ~ 

and Dro Ezra Elian, an Israeli.pediatrician.working at the local 

hospitale Dro Elian was kind enough to let me accompany him on 

· ... ~is,:cd:uty .. 'round··of the· ward, which :was quite an im~"r~ssive 

.,,. ev.~nto I have o!'leen ~.good many grim surroundings in my l.if'e , .. but 

th.i~,,lfC!-S, crer.:tai.nly:,one of the least eriticingo . The. pediatric.a 

wci.r.Q,"~s on· :the ground floor of the hospitalo People ~nter. an.d go 
..... • •;, . . . . . 

.. . out jus,t ... as·they .. likeo ,There CJ,re of· course no sheetso .The· place 
•• ' • • • •• • ~ j ~ ' • • • ~. • .. • -

.. ; : .is ,S,'iJ.U;:tlid 1 , .. ~r,id. a st~on.~. st.ench seizes. one. a~. soon, as .011e··,arrives o 



-~-~ - ------ -

- 64 -

among the fir.st)i how the children survi eo In the.courtyard, 

vul ttire's :'a:tie nea·t'ly. aligned along. the :·ward'» grim. sentinels of 

death·wliich takes 2-4 chihlre·n per da·yo .. :Many of' the cases which 

arri ve:a. are' beyond ·"hop'e ~. 

I wo'uld: als.o.:nie:dtion .. tH:_{ j01~is.9Haitiari. Publ.i6:_.Heai'th: · 

figure~ .. ~dri ..... h~al±h: persdnne1· .. fii". Uppe'r Vol.tEi. whi·cJt are .. :insfruc:tive 

,._, ·QUALIF ICA'.£ION 

· · .. .i: ·, D'oc"tors 

Pharmacists 
' . r • . 

·c :nenfa1·· :surgeons· 
Midwi:fes 

)State diploma 
Nurses)Middle-level 

· .. ·J ··: .- · "- ).~·hsiStan·t n:ur~ei 

Dentists 
_:·., .•. ~1A!}ents '.d. 1 J:iygi.ene·.1i 

Laboratory workers 
.: .. ~ ( 11'lab6'ratins 11 ) • 

0 
8 

.. 42 
67. 

;: '·7·38 

.. ., ___ :J .. 

; ; 

.• ;· .. < 

• : J \ ·.:. ~ • 

RURAL 

2 

J 
24 

2 

2 :.: . 

This 'gives the 'f"~llowing ratio (rnedicai person'nel/popul~tion 

rat·±ci) for Upper .. Vol tao ·one "'rnus·t remember that orily Ouagadougou 

an:a ::.a-obo D'ioulasso are counted as urban cente·rs· (Le·~ ii.pprox. 

'" 200.000 'inhabitants) but as mo"s·t. of 'the. rr~·uraiiJ m·eaiCal persronnel are 

in fact in "the' other ''sriiai'ler t'owns ~-,'the situation .. irt rural areas 

• 

' ' 

i: 
I '1 
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:country as 
whole 

Doctors 1/1010000 
Nurses 1/4:04:00 
Midwifes 1/1640000 

' ... 

This in :fact implies 
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a 

.. 

that most 

Urban 

1/5600 
1/500 
1/70500 

\". 

1/26Jo000 
1/50900 
1/6250000 

.· ,.; 

of the Voltan population 

are out of the reach of any regular health carea 

Dro Montbaron, Chief gynecologist at the Yalg~d~ hospital, 
r·.: :· . ; ~ . ... . .. . .• ~ 

whom I saw.after visiting Dro Elian's ward, stated cat~gdrically that 
" : · .... 

induced abortions were practically non-existant in Ouagadougouo . . 

This is an important fact, as it would seem to imply, along 
••: • i. ' ' r ' ~· .~ ,j ~ : • • \ ' : • 

.. ' 

with· ~ther bi.ts. of data gathered here and there, that very few 
· ... '· 

women are trying to limit or space their birthso This was 

confirmed to me for rural areas by Mmeo Izard, an ethnologist 
.::,· 

just back from 20 months field work in a rural area some 220 kms 

from Ouagadougouo 

Madam Izard, who is the wife of the director of the-CVRA, 
·,!!l ; •. 

(see above) is that very rare combination of. a women who is 
.·I 

outstandingly attractive, radiates great charm and human warmth, 
I .I.• 

... 
and has a keen intelligenceo She is preparing a 11Doctorat d.1Etat", 

(a French doctorat which is considerably more than a Ph.Do - a 
·, .'{ ~ . 

doctorat d'Etat usually takes at least 5-6 years to prepare, 

frequently much more)o She emphasized the strong fertility . 
. . ~. ·:· . . . . 

orientation that •eems overwhelmingly p~evale~t in ru~al ~reas 
. . -~ : _: 

, . .. ( ,.:.'.' .: _;_ :' .... 

i. ..... i 
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in most parts pf tropical Africa. ~n the particular region sh~ 
.4• ..... • ' • .. ... ... 

was studyingi to die without having con6~ived wa¥ considered the 
. .. 

supreme i;;hame.. Sterile .~rnmen had their thighs pierced afte·r-· '~ 

death·, then were buried in a special cemetery surrounded with thornso 

Mme. Izard is ~ndertaking a fas6 inatl.ng study o'f marriage 

and genealogies which may ~ell have f~r-reachi~~ 'sigrt:i:fibance for 
'·· -~· .. 

demo~j"faphic ·:r~·searcli · in----Africa. She· h~s beeri'.:.'·i¥:Ying to· 
. . . ; . . . . . ,,.. .. 

~econsti tute the entir.e as~endaricy (5 ..:7 gene~at'i_-o:~;s j ·of· women 

living in thi-ee ~iilages. (She hersel·i has· li~ed-:22 months in 
.. !. 

one of the viiiag~s 1 sharing the ~eopi~'o 1 ffe ·.arid: eat"ing the:ir 

\ 
This. is a les~· impos'sible :t~·sk thcin would appear frugal food). 

,. a-t; first. glance 1 du~ to .th~- p·~rticular strU:cture •of 'pa:r·entliood· in 

the given regioni and to the fact that ~lii1d.'ren 1 s names follow a 

s._trictly givezi order, e.g. if.,a ma~'·lias" 12·boysj they ~d.i"l 

,~.;a,J;waysi be naraed the sarae names in the same order ·dmong all the ... : .. :_~\l -~ ·• ....... 1 ::: . 
. pe,ople. of a given ·1iri"ecfg·e·.·. Aitfrough'··Mrs~· 'izard ·,ci·id not J: conceive 

,l •• 

. -!ier study from a demogr~phi.c viewp~irit °Cshe'' is w~~king under· the. 
. ' ... <:"::·: 

direction of the w~ll-kno~ ethnbt~gist Levy_;;Strauss, lciader'" 
'i .:; · .;'.: ·· ·· · •r 

of th~ s~».:.ca11ed···1iE~~i~ str~ct~ra1 iste 11 ) her: study 'alight wei1 enable 
... 

one to· g~the~ ··s-~me intere.stin~ demographic data· ~s a bi-product, 
·~ -;· :· . 

e.,g~ Mrsa I.zard claims to be able to reconstitute the .. compiete 

fertility" history of wei"l ov~:: 200 wo~en,· including all 
.•r 

stillbirths 1 deceased children 1 etc~ Mrs. Iza~i~has ~i cou~se studied 

many inore women 1 (and over a time span of 5~7 generations) 1 but 

' 

,;-----,~-

' ' ' 
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this minimum number represent women actually alive she has 

·herself. interviewed 7 as well·. ·as their ·family 7 previous husbands 7 

.~ : . : ,. ;_.\ 

More. i.nteresting 'Eftill is the principle of the ethnodemographic 

method ·based on the study of gene·alog.ies and ~hich should enable 

one. to:· 'obtain com'Pi'ete fertility .histories for whole groups over 

a time( apa'rt :of S!.i't'~ener'~ti.ons o It is baseci on a reconstitution of 

the histo~Y; of'' the: ~i:!·0:P1e l~terv ie~ea; ··aria whereas' -~·1d~s-ica'1 

:.:.;> d'elnographi'c 'suf~~'~-~ ··t.hiqueritly'· awak~n';.,;. g~~at' d~~i ~:f· ~uspicion, 

(and thus wrong answers) most' people· fn t~a:af~-io~-~i .c\.1itur~~ 

are extremely interested to reco~stitutei"'th~
0

ir ta~i.iy ·h..i~.tory, 
• • ~. ·, • • : • • ; • < • • • • • 

from which they d'~rive great·;pride., : ·' 

I sh~uld meriti°on. that a" demographic sa~p'ie . s.uivey was made 

Voit~, La situ~~ion de~cid~~phiqu~~~ ~au~e ~blta, ~esultat~ ~artiels 

·>>:de l'ertquete demo~raphiqt.i~ 196d;:.61, INSEE Co~peration·, Par'-is;· 

1962 - ouf of print .i~~{>rid'·: ext~a copies a:vailabie ~t O~aga) ~- A 

more· detaile·d analysi"s '·i,[: this survey is ·only now being·. prepared. 

I went thrbugh:'·the tyi:ied manuscript. ·at'· the; 'Di.rection de,:,·!'~ " . 

: ' : ! 

·:s·t~tistique Q • 'This'· surve'y excluded the two ma:ln urban area"s I 

ouaga<i~U:9o·u· · ci·na· ·Bobo n·io'uiasso ~' · ' 
I i ~ : ": 

. ~ ;. 

'" ·i-'eport, Cali- fo'i'lowing ·f.igures: from the 
1
same) .'~t 4,87~·,~~0

1

o'·' · 

. :J . : .... _:.: f.'. '. . ''": , . : ~;· .!· .:. '. · r f , ·•· : • · 
.· .. J r-.: .. t.: ·'';. .;-:.:·:. ... 

·-. ···v·. :.·1 ;·.:. . . '/ . I ::.~ i : . 
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'J 
:_: . : ; .L 

P!;'ojec:tioi:;is. ;for :19&5.:.give· a :figure. of 7 million with.t coilstant 

mortality and 7a4 million with decreasing mortalitya The intro-

=·~ .•. '.1;· ·.: QU.Gtion. of. the •.report underlines· the diffibii1 ties this growth 

would= create for a couritry that alreactj··ca~ 6ardlY 'feed .. it~ · 

population.i • .Th<:l sampie ·represertted · 1/50· of the p~piiiatl~n, 

. except .-for. . 12 urban· ·areas (not including· Ou~ga ~nd Bobo)' '· : 

totaiing :?4, 130: f'nhabitartts VThEfre ·th~ : samplind fraciti6n. was 

· 1/10<> The sample was s·tra'ti·fied .on a: geo-ethrtic basis·a .. AdJusted 

rates gave the :.fol"lowing figure's: 

· . ·Bir-:th'. riate: · , $0 per· t·ho'usariq': . 
. Death rate: . j2· per thousan~ ' 
Infant·_ mortal~ty _rate: "189;0·7. pe~ t·hO·us·ancl'o _ .. : . 
. . '. ''·'·' .· . - . . ; . ' ..... 

~ .. : .. 

Curiously enough, the s'ex rtitio i's;•'in iaVor of th~ niales, 

despite inassive \naie:·emig1~aticih'o .. Mo f>'Ianesf''Hcihside~:e·~:.:tlits: ~~ther 

une::X:p.lainable, which nii:iatfk the'' date\ mig'ht 'be 1 'd~:f Ic'ieint.. Bi'i-t.h' 

rate· iri. ura:bn;; are'a:s .:((;i:~c·epting. du~'ga artd · Bc»bo);;•>rs ·§")::fgh't·1~· higher 

than~ in rural .ir·eas, ·(50'./15: ·agai~st 1*9.5_5) ~ith~ug·h the 
. . . 

. '..differ~nce~ii not ~{g~ificant~· Shouia-ouag~~6ti~6u ~~a Bobd 

Dioulasso have"bi:!en':irlcluded,the'i-e is i'ittie·d.oubt·tnat the 

towns include approxo 200 7000 inhabitantso 
; . '' ' I'•· . :.· i . ·,. ', '•,: 

Gross fertility 

ra~~· .is.?08a6,, be.ing .. :highest in ·the 20-21.r·age group'.(jo2.8), and 

adjusted .g:r:oss r.ep:i;:od.uctiort rate is"Ja·19o · Ari ·average ~f ·5~4 i'.i"ve . ; 

births occur to a woman by age 490 Sterility is quite low: only 

6g5% of women up. to 25 years old. have,.never had a child·~ 

' 
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.Tentative conclusions on"Upper Voltae Despite _the brevity 

of. my stay~ - Ct week)' I would not' hesitate to write that 

possibilities .for any worthwhile action in· the ·:fie;1a· of family 

planning at· this_ 1time seem reiriotea' -- it mi.ght:·wei1 be th:at a few 

:wome,n ·a:f :the:illb'btirgeoisie" (a'i1d here 'l°h'fs t.erm is ·sqmeho'~- fanciful) 

: i::li:light::: be in.te.t'ested :·iri> spacing births' but the: n~be~. is 11(): doubt 

. SimaH. ,- and; in a·:· si tuati_~ri· wli~re 'such p~es~i.rig prcibleins. su~round 

one.1everywhere·, ·to :u:;ie;:' limited resources to ~a'.tei' for an -

.. ,., :_ already ·pri~i1agea :minorit:Y ··wou.1a ·be, to uAd.~:r~t!ate :f11e' :Problem, 

a had :allocation 'of·:::ra:re' :fesotirces ~· . in a si ttiat:ion :c~:ar~ct·~·rised 

.-:by extremely' high irif.ant''morta'fi{y- ratejj :(190 ·.-i:tfr .cu~~nd according to 

the 1961 -INSEE su'rve'y )',· practfo.ally no "i~~tl6ed. ';:{tior:tions ::· 

(abortions are usually a good indicator of nascent need for family 

planning), a desperately inadequate public health system totally 

lacking trained personnel, widespread polygamy which in some regions 

_forms the very basis of the social structure, one of_ the most 

conservative Catholic hierarchies in Africa, cultural attitud~s 

which are strongly high,..fertility oriented and where children 

undoubtably represent an economic asset, it is likely that 

interest in family planning will grow slowlya 

At present the most one can do on the po~ulation level 

seems to be technical assistance in the sphere of demographic 

researcho To train 2-J Voltan students, to encourage research by 
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. ,, ·by :'the( Centi-'~ Vol taique de ·1a Recherche Sc.ientifique would 
·';·· 

be a long-t~rm inv~s.fn;en.t the value of which is recogn~sed 

·by the" Miri.:i..tlteiJ·:o:f Pfan~1ing, Mo Damibao 
~· -· - ... ~ .i. 

·· Any ·othG:r· assistance ".Tould have to be in the field of basic 

";. 

._-.. ,::., 

training' 'of heti:1 th personnel' retraining of 11matrones 11 such as 

the AFSC ·is staftin·g in T·ogo, slowly developing the PMI ~asiso 

But:everi mor~·b~si6, iri ~ ~~untry which is struggling against the 

combined b.t"ta:bk~ of trepanosomiasis, tuberculosis, measles, 

meningitis' k\.1af3hiok6r' . onchocerchiasis l bilharziasis' to mention 
. . 

. . some of the . big'. killer~' i 0 a frontal attack against these 

; ·i.llne0s·se·snwfri'ch ·hiaintain iri.:fa.nt m~rtality as such a high rate 

·' 

·. ' . ·~ ·. ,··1 

•;;'! 

=.-. 

,._ 

.I' 
_,._, 

·,.' 

':.• 

. ,-·~ 

. ·., 
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NIGER. (April 26-30) 

NIAMEY 

It wq,s quit_e.vrn.rm when I arrived in Nio.mey - 46° centigrade, which 

is Eilven more t_ha.n what we had had in Ouagadougou during the past week. 

As it is dry heat, this. is still bearable - I certainly prefer 40° or 

0 
more here to 30 in Cotonou. But the visit was to prove ·So interesting 

that.I hardly gave the heat a second thought - although the nights never 

got.cpol. 

Niger is a large country of 489,000 square miles, vdth·a p.opulation 

est':ime,ted at 3.8 m:Lllion, a··birth rate of over 50 per thousand and· 

possibly attaining 53 and ci. death rate one crm fix at ,·26-29. · Only a 

quarter of the country receives enough water for crop production which 

explains why livestock grazing is so widespread. · The co11JJ.trY .. has an 

estimated 4 million cattle, 2 •. 1 million sheep, 5.5 million goats, 

· .360, 000 cru:iels, etc~ a1:1~· livest_ock. compr~se the coun:try' s major ... 

·. resource. :The main .crops o.re. millet and. sorghum,. mostly consumed by .. . . : . . .. . .- . 

the growe;r-; an~ ·peanuts, which- account for 2/3 ()f co)'.ltJ:-olled exports., 

There is practically no industry. Per capita income is said to average 

around 80 dollo.rs, but as in all these mixed economics where a large 

~raction· of the population 'live· on a subsistence· leve·1, such figures 
.. ·. 

ore rather mea:hingless ·statistically. .They· s:imply~mply that most 

people live from day-to-day, an element having an important relation 
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to attitudes toward 'the... :future,· and thus toward fo.mily planning. They 

cannot put anything aside, and cannot nccumulate savings. Mrs. Diarra,, 

.the Malian sociologist married to a local geographer and whom I had 
~ .J. : . 

met in Dakar, stated that women were high-fertility oriented, according 

to a small KAP survey she made in Niamey; nnd children are considered 
.. 

a sign of prestige. A Djerma':' maxim states that a woman with many 

children will never be poore With a predominantly Moslem population, 

95-96% of which lives in rural areas, one of the highest rural-urban 
.. 

ratios in the world with an average of 7 people per square mile, 

virtually no road network ( 150 miles of hard-topped roads) arid no rail-

way, it was legitimate to expect a priori t;hat attitudes wciuld ncit 

strongly.: favor fmnily planning. Let us see what further probing was to 

. ·.;reveal. 

.. . ' . .· - -· 
Monday April 28~ as the plane arrived le.te .on Si~tur&.y, I had· to 

aw~it Monday .to malce my first contacts. 'r started by calling upon 

Mr. Escudero, who functions as consul and economic officer at the U .s. 
'i' 

Embassy, to get some background data on the local situation. He told 

me that one could spealc of relative 11 overpopulation", a term that I 

;·.: 

>:<) 'The Dj~rma~onghais nre ci~e of the main tribes in the couirtry~ ·~' 
little: over 650, 000, a!S c.ompared. to .1.,500, 000 Hausas, 5()0 •. 00,0 .. ·. 
Peulhs, and 370.000 Arabs~ Touaregs ·and Bellahs, to mention the 
.main groups. 

·:·., 

~ 

' 

' 
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iind somewhat unhappy here. It would be better to speak of agricultural 

under-aevelopment. In the southern region, population density in the 

prefecti.ire of Maradi is 15 inhabitants per square kilometer, as opposed 

to 0.1 irihab. per square~· km. in the prefecture of Agadez, (all the N. 

of the. 9:ouritry} •. He. menti·oned recent .discoveries of urani1im; "but aJ:so 

added that even in 1 975, at peak e,Xploi t.ition, ·income from ·uranium 

mining would represent only 1 afS of the national budget. And here as 

everywhere, France has quite a lot to say in the running of the country, 

My second interview was with M, Adehossi. who is responsible for 

statistics at the CommiSsariat National au Developpement. He- himself' 

was trained at JJifSEE, but at a period ( 1961-63) when- INSEE was accept-

ing.candidates from African countries even if they did not have the 

necessary qualifications, an imptession which was· to be confirmed later 

on. (See below) .: . t,. 

J..t the Centre Nigerien de la Recherche en Sciences Humaines I 

first met the director, M. Diouide Laya. a sociologist who received his 

training at the University of Dakar and who gave me background data on 

the activities of the CNRSH, (tel. 31-41) which is attached to the 

Ministry of Education like the CVRS in Upper Vol ta. Research is mainly 

in the fields of audio-visual arts, (the well-known ~~ricanist and 

cinematographer Jean Rouche works here), sociology, social psychology, 
' . . 

archeology; history,' linguistics, geography, development economics 

and ethnoiogy, (in~iua.ing quite a few of American ethnologists~ the 
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Hqrow:itz team,. etc.) The.re seems. quite. a flurry of. re see.rch going on 

iI\ Niger:-, although only a part of ~t is_ directly. related, to the CNRSH, 
,- •. • ••• ' • ! . 

whose 1968. budget was a little over 11 million CF.A ($44, 000) •. 

·I th.en had what proved to be a fascine.ting interview with 

M. Idris.Sa :M:aiga, the ·mo.in interviewer working with Mme. Diarra and a 

man who ·has many years experience collaborating with ethnologist and 

sociologists iri his countryo 

.As background, let me say I had never been satisfied by the 

repeated assertion of my-informants: in the countries visited (Togo, 

D~omey, Ivory Coast,. Senegal and Upper Vol ta) that women had no 

-.. knowledge of' c~ntraceptive methods, except aborticm, which is not 

really 6. contraceptive method'. This dissatisfaction 1-1as hightened by 

the fact that Anatole Romaniuk, in his fine book on "La Fecondite des 

Populo..tio~s Congolaises", (Mouton, Paris, 1967) mentions· knowledge of 

such methods in the. Congo, (p. _287 a:r:d following). ,Also it ,y1ould be 

rather exceptional if a recurrent situation such as _th.e necessity for 
'. • • • • • . ' > - • • . . . • 

.. . .. . . .. . . ... . .. . .... ··-

. contraception, which occurs in eve_ry society. on an;. individual basis ~t 
~· • .,: • - - w .. • ·- ~ •• : ••• ,--: •• , • • • • •• • • - : • - •• 

least. oc?.a13:i.ona:)..ly, })ad not cr~_'.:'ted qe:r~ain: forms of behav~or. ~~imed. at 

solving the problem .... I .was thus moi:;t intf?rest~d wJien M. Maiga~. wJ:io has 

don~ over.100 interviews with a.KAP questionnaire composed by Mme. . . •,•, .. · . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. : . . 

Diarra, told me that cont~acepti~e methods were known _to .a not 

negligable fraction of th~ .f'.eminine population, . al though -relat;Lvely 

few praotise them. Among the methods mentioned.wei:-e.the following: 

' 

I 
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- ver.se9 of' the Koran written on a small piece of wood or 
other material that the v;oman wears "around her neck or 
4i;ris, .:a current practice in N. Africa. 

sacrificial offerings to idols. 

h~rbs taken orally (concoctions). These were supposed 
.:·to ":make the baby .. 1'sleep.1 for 5 Yeo.rs inside the. mother" 

- a common belief in N. Africa also. 

;. 

Abortions, M. Ma~ga said, .. seemed to be quite rare occurrences. 

He also mentioned t~-~t women spaced sexual intercourse after chila:birth 

so as not to get pregnant immediately. Some go and live with mother's 

own familye 

Of course, it cannot be exc;Luded. that this knowledge of various 

con:traceptive metho.ds has come. into Niger from the North, via the 

To~areg bedouins. It is a known fact that the Berber tribes. of the 

sru:iara use contraceptive methods., The subject would be vrnrth inquiring 

into. Personally, I would tend to believe that these practices ore more 

widespread than many of .my informants mentioned. 

In the afternoon,"· I saw Dr. Logan Rootes,~ of the US-AID smallpox 

vaccination project, to ask ·additional population figures. Dr. Rootes 

and his team B.r_e getting figur~· s . for all the villages in the country. 

All the population will have been vaccinated once by this summer~ But 

as t_hey hav$ r_elie~. heavily on ac1ministratiye data, I doubt _ti1at their 

figures are. .. 'P.~_tter. tha:i:i _other sources. .A:fter my meeting with Dr. 

Rootes, l :ha9- an intervie'!I" withM. Johri Garrett and Miss Farah.er, 

assistant clirectors. of. ihe Peace Corps. Most of the vol\mteers work 
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in Publi~- Heal th ·~ducati~_J:l,- ~:thers: ·in we,ii-d.igging _project_s, ·'.'animation 

rurale", etc. None work in any PMis or maternities i.n Niamey. 
- w . • 

Tuesday April 29: Thi"s was to prove a .'11ost ·exciting day. As . ' - . . .. · .. '" . . . 

M. Mounkaila, Director of studies ·and Programmes D.t the Commissariat 

National au Develbpperrieht, had to change the rendez-vous he had given 

me for 8 6 1 c"iock, I went· to the one and only PMI in Niamey. The 

"French d~ector, Dr. (Mme) Jacqueline Poix was out of tmm, but I was 

well received by the chief PMI midwife, Madrune Conda.. Mme. Gonda told 

me that they gave the pill to the women who asked for it, mostly 

Anovlar at th.e crazy price of 545 CFA~ which is considerably more thon 

2 dollD.l's, mentioning also Nolestryl e.t 350 and Planor at close to 3 

-do11.ars~) but that the demand was minimal - a few cases per month. 

Yet she mentioned that there were a con;:iiderable number of induced 

abortions.. Another problem arose from the fact that women weaned. their 

chilQ,ren a.~ sqon a_s they became preg;nant, which is of course one of the 

reasons of relatively high child mortality at the moment of ~eaning, 

(dietary deficiencies) . - women believe that if they lactate while 

pregnant, the child will become ill, (a belief th.at was mentioned to 
~· . ~ . . . . . . . 

me in many p_lace~ along the coast too.) 
·1' 

_Afte.r that I proceeded to the main maternity. The person de 

facto in charge of the maternity is a midwife, .Mme. Bassy, .a p~rson 
..... ... . . ,. . . . . 

of most imposing dimensions whC? received me yery .kin~y. _Mme Bas:;;y 

mentioned that the maternity dealt with an average of 450 births per 

' 

: I 
I 

- -- - -----------------------~~ 
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month,. w:\'lich means_ close to 5000 deliveries per year, quite an impressive 
' . . . . ~ . . 

: ..,,\', ~ ~ ;' • ' • ,.r•~.,.', : :• .... ·. ,., . ,. 

figure for this. part of the world. p'iE:issure of patients is so great 

women only stay for 24 hours, arrive the morning, have the baby and 

le~ve n~~~ morning. 

·•!. 

Many "vmmen complain about births coming in rapid succession •. There 

is thus a strong desire to space births. Mme. Bassy thinks there are 

not many induced abortions among married women, but that spontaneous 

abortions are considerably more frequent. 

It was then that the interview started changing. After we had 

started discussing contrac·eptive practices omong women, Mme. Bassy 

presented me to a yoUng niidwife;· Mme~ Monique Diallo, who was. trained 

in France. She turned 6ut to be an enthusiastic family planner. She 

is young, attractive, 'intelligent, already has 4 chi~dren, and doesnit 

want any mo're~ She takes the pill but it does not suit her. We started 

a highly interesting discussion on FeJllily Planning, and after a short 

while·,· half ·a_ dozen· enthusiastic young midwives we:re. in the office 

dis~ussing the problem. Mme. Diallo said that the government should 

start ·a· family planning clinic '1at least for those who want. some 
• ' l : • •' ~ 

assistance". We started makirig a list of people I should try and see, 

starting with Mmei,_J'Joma, general. secretary of the womens union and wif'e 

of the minister ~f defense, a good linet·(private phone No ... 21-3;1) and 

Mme. Du:t- i,!1s, Directrice des Affaires Sociales at the Minis try of 

Heal th who was ·described as the advocate of F .P. in the administration. 
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•.·~le then went to see a Dr. Roberts Sam,· ·o. Ghanaian g:vpecologist 

working in a neo.rby medical center, ,just o.djacent t:o the maternite; ·a 

merry person continuously bursting ·into thunderous laughter. It turned 

out that Dr. Sam was most interested in F.P., bad received training for 

i~ser.ting lo.ops at Bellevue.Hospital (N.Y.) and was surreptiously ("I 

do it in· se~ret':') f:i.tting loops himself. He asked me to send him some, 

as he was running out ?f his private stock, and get the name of the 

maker of L.ANCENYL, the pill recommended by Dr. Correa. Mrs. Diallo, 

who has a Nigerian husband and was ready to go all the way to Lagos to 

give up the pill for a better fitting loop, was of course delighted to 

learn this fact. Dr. Sam said his situation was delicate, being a 

foreigner. Dr, Sam recommended that I try to see the President himself 1 

.M ~ Diori Hamani,. , as a positive decision concerning an experimental F .P. 

center we .had been talking about would change everything. By a stroke 

of luck, Mme. Diallo.is a personal friend of the private secretary of 
. . ~ 

the president, and she promised to try to arrange an interview. To 

show how things can work wel~,. when ~e going is good, the President 
. . . . . . ' 

happened to have a moment free in the afternoon, and Mme. Boukhri, 

····· 
(.the President's pe:l::'sonal secretary) phoned me at the hotel at 1 o'clock 

. : • •.•.but .the person looking after the phone had gone away, despite' the 

- ·~:·;~c1; ~~\: -~~d toid h~r; at"t~·n··~i~utes'<to ·a~~~--tha't 'I wa~· .exp~·cting 
a very impo.r~nt phone call. Sans commentahes~ .. · 

--.. ~-~:~_-,·~· .... -;~-r;~---:~· .. _ .. :~. ·-.: ... -. 

. . . . .. : .. ···~ -~,;: 
, .. 

.. ,._ ~ .. ,... .. . . "· ·1·· 

"!•M •,', 

(l. "~ • •.•• 
At the en.d of the morning_~. I had cme additional and extremely 

. . :_~>:~; ;:1 J.°.· ::.. --~·. 
.. : . ...:. ··.: ~ .. : 

' 
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cordial interview with Dr. Baria, director of "Health 
. ·1· 

at the Ministry of 

Heal th; . To my surpris.e, T found: someone who was extremely bpen :t~ the 

· question ~f population, but who :said that' as the ·G.oiTerrtm~irt h~cf not 

taken a: position on the· problem, he· could not initiate anythin€s. in this: 

fieid~' We had a long discussion on the Algerian expEl~imental family 

planning cliriic in Algiers, ond T suggested thet such 'an ·exp-~rim.ental 

clinic in Niamey might enable the government to -take a·b~tter decision, 

the day it wanted to. I assured him that a great deal cif. assistance 

.would be available for such a project. (See the attached Memo· I 

. drafted- to the President) • He told me he was worried ab 6u t ·the h·eal th 

consequences of the narrowing of birth intervals on the heal th of both 

mother and children alike,. that· abortions were increasing, and that if' 

.I were to see the President, I could mention that the Ministry -of 

Heal th would favor such a·n experiment. He also added· that he would O.K. 

ahy suitable candidate· I could. find for Chicago. I had advanced the 

: names of Mme. Diallo,· and of Mme. Dupuis. I promised to leave him a 

series-of books I had on F.P. 

I would like to add thd I was most struck by the young (all less 
. . . 

than twenty) midwives I met at the Ni&mey maternity. All those I met 
·~- . . .. 

had trained either in France or Germany. (I brushed up my rusty 

German with a charming young lady who had studied there three years). 
'· .. 

sb.ocl.d the day c«)me (or r~ther when the day comes)' the maternity 
' .. . . 

woUld form a good base for a post-partum programme • 
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In the afternoon, . J: vv._ai tea ~o~:. clo.se._ to 1t h • .f'or Dr. Jl}os~.i, ... a 

surgeon who works a great deal with the small Inl1terni ty {mosi:;ly 
. . . ·' ' . :: .. ···. 

gynecological cases) situated in the main hospital building •. :I arrived 
' I ··,_; 

b_ack at the hotel to learn with dismay .of the m:i,sse.a .r\$ndez-vo.us :vr.i th 
~ . . ·. 

the President. Mme. Boukahri, his secretory, had rung me .up q.uite. a 

·few times. In the end, she managed to f_ix a 6 o 1 clock mei:iting,J'.s:ir me 

·with Mr. Taf'anelli,. who is a Counsellor.(?) to the President and works 

at the Ministry of Foreign Affairso He told me that he met .with thE! 

President every evening at 7~30. I assumed M. Tafanelli is French. I 

was agreeabJ..;;7 surprised that he shovrna considerable interest for the 

population question, commenting on the economic problems the mounting 

growth rate was creating for the country,.although he did mention that 

population increase tended to be the official view-point on the question. 

He mentioned the Minister of Foreign Affairs and the Minister· of 

Public Works each has 4 wives and 12 children.· . I tried to· underline 

the MCH aspect of the prob~em, as had both Dr •.. Bpi.na. a:qa the young mid-

wives, and he asked me to make two short 1p. memoranda, for the 
& ~ . . .... 

President, one on the question of an experimental family planning 
: .·: 

clinic, the other on the demographic survey, and promised me he would 

do ~is very best to get an interview, al though he did say the,t the 
:···· ;; ·. :1. ·; ·. 

President would probably rely on the opinion of the Minister of He_al th. 
:'::.'. ~ .. · 

·(I gave Mr. Tafan(3lli the two memoranda the next morning at 7:30 (?ee 
.. •( - :- .. 

annexe end Niger report)e 
.:.. · .. : 

• 

• 
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V{eClnesdgy, i:.pril 30~ the first meeting on Wednesday morning was 

with Mr. Arouna Mouilkaila, ·Assistant to the Comrriissioner General au Plan. 

We discussed mainly the ·economic aspects of the growing demographic 

pressure, which the people at the Plan take to be very real, especiaily 

in the fields of education and employment. M.Mounlcaila mentioned that 

only 10.6% children of primary-school age actually go to schoolc -From 

other sources and from my perusal of the demographic .survey figures, I 

would consider this a very optimistic assessment; 7-ffff would probably 

be a better figure. In 1960, 4.6r~ of the children went to school which 

means that in 9 years the progress has only been about 3-4 per ~~mt, or 

less than 0.5 per cent per year. (Ce gui se passe de commentaires.) 

On the level of employment, he mentioned that many of the boys.coming 

out of school did not find jobs. We discussed investment problems, as 

in this field ,also Niger has .serious problems. Dr. Bana the day before 

had told me thc.t the President had mentioned in. one of his_-speeches that 

651$ of the population is under 20 yeo.rs of age. This seems a rather 

incredible figure, and I would believe. the real figure might be nearer 
. .. .. 

55% (in neighbouring Algeria it is 57-:58fr-), but even that is burden 

ern;)_ugh. 

I suggested that the Commissariat send someone to the Chicngo 

sUiilrner course, nnd M ~ Mounkaila replied tho.t he wo'uld suggest this to 

the Commissaire, but eJ...'}Jected the reply to be positive· Eilld would inform 

me as soon as pos;sible • 
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~ .. 
Due to the re cent events in France, (the·_ u_N oir ·to -.de --Gaulle):. and the 

.. pi'o::X:iJiitty:6f·Iviay 1; the President was not able to receive me on. 

Wednesday, but I told M .. Ta.fanelli that I would willingly pass via 

- . 
Niamey' on my way back from Lagos in mid-May if I could see the 

President at that t~,e~ · (Later, our meeting failed to materialize, 

al though President expressed his regret through the Niger Embo.ssy in 

L~gos). 

My n._ext meeting was ".'ith Mme. Henriette Dupuis, (who despite her 

French name is from Niger, Directrice des Affaires Sociales, at the 

Centre Social. a combined PIH - Heal th Education center. With her were 

M. Statiatou Noma, general ~ecretary of the Womens Union, which is the 
. . . . 

feminine section of the local Party P.P.N.R.D.11. (Parti Populaire 

Nigerien du Rassemblement Democratique Africain). She is also the wife 

of the Minister of Defence. Mlle Ouseini, the assistant director of 

the Centre Social and a Mme. Marie Louise Hrunoudi, social worker of 

FrP.pch technical assistance, were also present. Apart from Mlle. 

Ousseini who did not speak much, the three women struck me as competent, 

intelligent, and very enthusiastic about family planning. Our dis-

cussion lasted 1t hours, end scanned the whole field of family 

planning, vii th po.rticulDr c.ttentfon to the best tactics for introducing 

family planning in the country. " M. Noma is a woinan with a strong 

.l political flair. They all insi~t~d that one had to be cautious ~bbl.it 

the problem, approach it mainly from the PMI point of view, and that 

' 

•. I 
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.the best approach was via the President.' It seems .. to bE;l. in grea:t·:part 

a question of inf'ormation,:inf'orming people on.the real.dimensioris·of 

the pJ;'oblem, .and changing attitudes among women. 

Mme. Noma, 'who vioUld make an excellent candidate for Chicago both 

be.cause of her.:imIPediate gr.asp of the basic problem and her position in 

the Ullicm de~ Fecimes~· inentioned that th~ best way to begin family 

plamiing in Niamey wocld be a conibined PMI - Family Planning center. 

All agreed that a specialised family planning clinic might meet with 

failure but that the PMI-FP approach was feasible (in additfon to the 

fact that it certainly is ·the most advantagious appr'oach.;froni.\.the' 

public heal th point· of view}. 

The private address of Mme. Dupuis is B.P. 564; Niamey, and of 

Mme. Hmnadou, B .P. 899, Niamey. Both Mme. Dupuis and Mme. Hamadou, and 

of course Mme. Noma, (~ddress: Bureau ·au PPNRDA, 'Ni~ey). would 

appreciate receiving all the.· literature available i:r'i French. 

This was one of the most encouraging and friendly discussions I 

had in West Africa, along with the one with Prof. Correa in Dakar. 

Later in the morning, I briefly saw Dr. Bana, who arranged for me to 

meet the Minister of Heal th in the afternoon. I left co:r:iies of my memo 

to the President both for him and ~.~i:le. Dupuis. 

In t~e afternoon, I .had El:n interview with the Minister of ·Heal th, 

Mr. Ibrahim Issa, .. (who.is not anM.D.) M. Issa called in.Dr •. Bana, 
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· Dire·ctor of He·aith.· I· eXpiained the reason of my visit to him, telling 

'him of_·the ;interest·.I had f'ound among all those interviewed about this 

problem. I briefly explained my memo for the President, ·and M~" Issa 

... told me that he was pers.onally favorable to family planning. He added 
_: ~ .'•i p\ , .:: .: ...... ··:; . . ~ ... ' . . : . . : . . . . . 

•. t?a;~r .he. woul~ .~ontact tl1,e PJ'.'.esident as soon as possible, and he was 

encouraging a.bout the po.ssibility of a meeting, telling me he would let 

me know through their Emb~ssy in Lagos the exact date and time of the 

me~ting. 

After my meeting with the Minister, I went to the hospital to see 

Dr. Mo.ussi; the Chief Surgeon who is also responsible for' the "smail · 

maternity, mostly OBGYN cases and who had.been des6ribed ·to me as an 

opponent of F .P. This was the. fourth .time during this. trip someone 

<;Iescrib ed as 11 anti" turl).ed out to be 11 pro.-:'' ~· · I .would not describ!3 

Dr. Moussi as,.-.an F.P. enthusiast, but :he .. is.def~tely ~n favor of it 

both for medical and social cases, of which he quoted quite a few. He 

regularly prescribes pills, mostly Avariostat, Noracyline and.N.acenyl, 

(he has dropped Planar and Jmovular). I mentioned Dr. C orreas 1 

experiences with Lancenyl, of which h_e tqok nDte •. He. mentione,d en· 

passent that the country had no clear legislation on con~racept:i,vEls. 

He was of the opinion that abortion was still a limited :problem in 
:q.on-

town, and /existent 

·:_ .. , .. 

in the countryside, but he nevertheless said he 

'wolild·he~·1'avoralffetO· an experimental F.P~ centei- in Niamey. He also 
. . . . . . . : . . . ; . ~ ·-~ . . . . . . . ':. '' . : :;·: ..... 

expr~·~s:~d ~~eat irite'r~'st in the Cbi'cago summ~r cciui/se';· and I 'told. 'b.]Jri. 

' 

' 
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that I expect we could get a scholar:=>h,ip for him, as Dr. Bcma had 

already okayed his participation, should he'be able to take 2 mo·nths 

leave. 

In the evening, I had dinner with M. Jacques Adehossi, with whom 

I had been pl~ying hide and seek the whole day. · Niger has 6rily had a 

demographib sampie slirvey in 1960 •. This survey was based on· 3% of the 

population; excluding 'Niamey and the North of the country, which· are 

desert areas with only a few hundred thousand Touareg inhabitants.~ 

It is important to mention that the survey· was made with cadres .coming 

from .the .:.Ivory Coast, which means this c.auntry has had no experience of 

running a nation-wide' sample survey although surveys covering parts of 

the country have been made: ( 1961-62, household budget survey on Niamey; 

1963-64, demographic sample survey of nomadic areas, and household 

budget surv.ey in rural and nomadic areas; 1966-67, agricultural "survey 

of production of main crops) • 

Main results of the 1 960 demographic sample survey are the follow-

ing: 

- Total fertility rate: ·200 )er thousand· 

- Birth rate: 50-55 

- Death rate: 25-30 

- Gross reproduction rate: 31 

i:•) A complete census of Niamey w~s made in 1959 •. Copies of the 
report-were obtained for Jack. Caldwell. · 
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~ ... ,Net r:eproduction·rate: 1.65· · ·:~. 

- Rate of natural increase: 2.5% 

- Proportion not speaking French: male: 98.5; female: 99.1 

92fo of the population lived on 23% of the total 
surface in 19600 

}iic Adehoss;i. estimates the population of Niamey to be approxo 

80~000 (mid 69)0 He prepared a,projeot for.a nationwide demographic 
• • • i '·. ·, . ' -

sample survey which he wa.s no.t able to bring along, the main characteris-
. . . . .· . : .. ; 

.tiqs of which are thefollowing: 

random sam,Ple of-:1/10 of the villages ahd in each · 
village 1/4 of the households. (Service de Statistique 
has started a census ·of a11 ·the villages in· the country 
questionnaire annexed for Jack Caldwell). 

abtrnt 5o ·iT;t8rview~rs would be involved. The.re are at 
present 23 permanent int/:)rviewers at the Service de 
Staiistique. . . 

~·it would be held November 69·-Iv!arch 70 · 

- to ta:), cost is estimated at 150-200 million CFA ( 600, 000 
to 750~ 000 U .;S. "dollars), considerably more expensive 
than a project prepared by U .N. expert V. I\annisto, 
interregional statistical consul tailt. ·(Project 
annexed for Dr. Caldwell)o 

M. Adehossi said that expert assistance for the preparation of the 

survey would be welcome •. I would comment I think as::iistance would be 

necessary. M. Adehossi does not seem to have the competence .:of-Mo 

Sanogho of Upper Volta for instance. 

We discussed the problem of population control, and M. Adehossi 

told me he thought-1 t .wa's ;a vi taJ: hecessity ·for a -country :vdth s·uC-h ;' ': 
~ .. . <\·Ci.:~ ~ . . .... ; ... 

meagre resources. He confirmed that the figure of 10.6% of children 

• 
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in primary school was inf'lated, because· the Ministry of Education kept 

as it~ population base the population of Niger in 1960. · · 

Thursday, May 1: Before leaving Niamey I lunched with Dr. Sam, th~ 
.I. 

Ghanaian doctor who is officially chief doctor of the maternity, 

although he told me that he very rarely worked there. This luncheon 
' .~ . -

was most fortunate, as Dr. Sam was to see the President (with whom.he is 

on very good term~) ·a few days later, and said he would prepare the 

ground for a proposal on population. Dr. Sam is married to a Swiss 

(he did his medical studies in Switzerland and 4 years gynecology in 

the States) and has himself 9 children, al though I d·o n~t know if they 

are all from his Swiss wifee He thus speaks from experience when 

advocating F.P., as he himself put it1 

.Q.onclusions on my visit to the Republic of Niger 

My· short visit here. ( 3 ·working days) v-1as unexpected in its ev:o;Lu-

tion. It shows how a priolj;. con?lusio;ns based on apparently 11 ob jective11 

indicat_ors can be misleading~ I am still relatively perplexed as to 

the ·rea;L ,:e0;sons for the p9si tive attitudes toward f'.ami_ly plaru1ing I 

have found amongst the people interviewed; this might be related. to 
.- . . .. 

certain cultural factors I examine at the end of this report. The . 
.. ' .. 

President has been described to me as a very humane person, which leads 

me to be relatively optimistic concerning his future policy dec.isi~iis. 

I am told h~ "is very rn~ch. co'ricerned with the welfare of the individual, 

as opposed to the Algerian attitude,- where the 11 raison d 1Etat" is of 
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-paramount importance; even if it goes against the happiness of the 

individual (a textual sentance spoken to me by one of President 

.. Boumedienne' s counsello;r-s). Jt would thus seem that the MCH approach 
.. 

to FP would be the best one in pre~enting the problem to President 

Diorio_ It is also I think the most honest one, as I very much doubt 

F.P. could become a very widespread practice before basic changes in 

the social structure have occurred; to present F .P. as being able to 

contribute to a lessen,ing of the demographic pressure would thus be, 

to say the least, misleading at the present time. 

There is here a small group of strongly concerned individuals who 

can be trusted to act knowledgebly, given the neces~ary assistance. 

But I think it most important t() respect the opinion of Mme. Noma, who 

seems to have great political acumen and a remarkable sense of savoir 

faire: great caution is necessary, if' one does not want to frighten the 

government. Should the President give his agreement to the idea of an 

experimental family planning clinic, a combi·ned PMI-FP center is 

preferable. It is to be hoped th2,t excited fari1ily planners will not 

come swooping down on Niamey, as this would be certain to have a 

contrary effect at the present moment. 

The following individuals would greatly appreciate receiving family 

I_Jlanning literature.IN FRENCH: 

- Mme. Noma, Mme. Dupuis, Mme. Hamoudi, (adclres·ses above): 
9eneral literature on FoPo 

-

I , 
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Dr. Tahirou BANA, DirecteU:r de la·:sa:ri:te, Mir.d.stere 
de la Sante, Niamey; t!lld Dr. Moussi, Chirurg:ien~hef,. 
Hospital de Niamey:· general and .med~cal ··1~.:t~rat.ure On·::·' ·:< 
contro.ception .· · · · · ,. · · 

- M. Mounkaila, Directeur des Etudes et:.Programmes; .. ,_ ·;> ~:'. 
Commissariat National au·Development, .. Niamey·:. eoo·nomic 
aspects of demographic growth. 

. . . . . 
Dr. Sam asked me for some loops and I promised .to bring so~e when 

I passed in mid-May, or send them. 

As no one was available f9r the Bogue Chicago Seminar in Ouagadougou,, 

·:I would recommend that at least· four and possibly five from Niger 

participate in the Chicago summer course, if the Government will give 

its approvfil: 

1. Mme. Noma or someone else from the women's union 

2 o Mme. Dialla, . the midwife from the materni te. (she would 
represent the Sante).. . . . . . 

3. Someone from .A.i'faires Sociales to· :be chosen by Mme. 
Dupuis. 

4. A. person from· the Commissariat National au Developpenient ,1 

to be selected by the Commis:mr. 

5. Possibly Dr. Moussi. 

. . . 
. A Frenqh translation of the Popj].a'tion Coun·~il docunierit on Islamic 

.. :; . . 

Opinions toward family planning would have been most haney! 
· .. ~.- .. 

.. 
I think the proposal of an experimental family planning clinic is 

i ,. 

an approach which.enabies the government to iINestigate a dec~sion.on 

the principle of family planning, thus gathering clinical records and 

solid statistical data; and it proved a further advantage that I was 

able to refer to the .Algerian government which is approaching the 

problem from this same angle. 
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NI.AMEY, 30 April 1969 

Memo Submitted. to President :Dio.ri through his Assistant 
(copies to Minister of Heal th and Mme. Dupuis) 

Subject: Su,g_~stions· Concernant la Creation d 1 un Centre 
Experimental de Planning Familial 

1. Suite aux changements culturels nfs du phenomene de 1 1 urbanisation, 
les naissanc'es sont de plus rapproch~es chez les meres de la ville. 
Ceci conduit h une defterioration de la sant~ tant des m~res que 
des enfants qui pr~occupe de plus en plus les responsables de la 
Sante·. 

2. Chez 1 1 enfant, comme l 1 ont demontre recemment des d~couvertes 
m~dic1:1les preoccupantes, les .deficiences alimentaires neesd 1une 
interruption soudaine de l'allaitement, (interruption, causee pnr 
une nouvelle grossesse) peuvent causer des atteintes irrecuperables 
aux cellules nerveuses du cerveau. 

3. Les budgets des familles modestes supportent de plus· en plus mol 
les charges accrues provenant du fai t que mains d 1 enfants meurent 
qu' autrefois. 

4. Selan plusieurs personnes interrogee·s ceci, conduit ·6. un accroisse­
ment considerable des avortements provoqu~·s, qui risquent de 
devenir bientbt un veritable fleau, cornme b 1 est dejd le cas dans 
d 1 autres villes africaines. 

5. Sans rentrer dans d 1 autres ~rguments de nature e"conomique et 
sociale, il semble que la regulation des naissances puisse trouver 
une raison d'etre dans les centres urbains.5 p.rincipaux du N:iger, en 
tout cas a Niamey. L'ouverture d1 un centre experimental de 
regulation des naissances (Plarming Familial) permettro.i t au 
gouvernement de prendre par la suite une decision sur ce probleme 
en co~aissance de cause, ( qu 1 elle soi t favorable ou non, elle 
sera fondee sur des statistiques scientifiques et non seulement des 
impressions) 

6. C1 est la voie choisie par plusieurs autres pays africains, 
notemment 1 1 Alg~rie voisine, qui a ouvert trois centres 
expE'lrimentaux a Alger, Oran et C onntantine. 

.'., 

·"i".' •"'! 

- " 

' 
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7. Assistance t~chnique disponibl-e'.dans ce domaine. 
Un centre experimental de planning familial couterait tres peu OU 

m~me rien au Niger, selon 1 1 assistance technique fournie, _q_ui 
pourrait couvrir~ 

8. 

la form[':tiori a i• e'tranger de rii13'decins et ·de sage's~fetnrne_s dans 
les techniques -modernes de -~ontrf!;qeption, .. ( ceci_ est assure" 
d'av.ance) · -.- "-- -- ... l · · - ... · 

le cou't du materi\31 medical pour monter: le centre et les 
fournitures medicales, (pilules, sterilets, etcs) pour la 
premi~re annee de fonctionnement, (voir plu9) 

il est 'vraisemblable que )lleme les salaires pourraient etre J?ris 
en charge, comme cela a' ete le cas a Alger. . 

.. . ' .. .. . . ,,. .;' . . .· ' ·" . 

D' ores et deja, trois bourses ont ete of'fertes a la Sante pour 
un stage qui aura lieu cet ete. a Chicago et groupant des 
participants de nombreux pays africains. · ·· 

.·.: 
(.I, 

Pierre Pradervand 
c o:risul tan t aupre s de la 
Fonda tion Ford 
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IVORY COAST 

ABIDJAN 

Friday, May 2: While in Abidjan on my way from Niamey to Yaounde, 

I briefly saw Dr. Diplo at the Ministry of Heal th to learn if he had 

been able to take up the problem of candidates for the Chicago course 

... · . .•:· . 
with the Minister. He told me that he e:x:pected to discuss the matter 

with the Minister that very afternoon. We also discussed the problem 

of an eXperimental .. family planning clinic in Abidjan, but his reaction 

was rather negative. Both interviews vtlth Dr. Diplo left me with a 

very poor impression, and other persons I met made comme.nts that con-

firmed this impression. The Director of Heal th, whom I did not manage 

to see, is on the other hand highly regarded. 

During my first visit, Professor Renaud had invited me for lunch 

at his home with Professor de Lormas of the Institut de Sante Publique, 

(to be opened this summer) and his wife, the pediatrician·from the 

Cocodou PMI. Professor Renaud's own wife is a gynecologist milld works 

at the maternite with him. 

This was an extremely profitable lunch, (introduced by the 70. lb. 

fish Dr. Renaud had caught the day before, which was served as an 

entree). All four people are top notch, and are strongly concerned 

with the medical and social problems raised by excessive fertility in 

urban areas. Dr. Renaud and Dr. de Lormas have selected 4 candidates 

for Chicago, and the Minister of Heal th had already given his agree-

' 

' 
: i 
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ment to them, pending final approval by the Vice-President, (due· to· 
. .. .... . :. . . . 

Houphouet' s absence from t..1.e Ivory Coast);. Three of them are internes 

in the gynecological ward working under professor Renaud: 

Mlle Ekua is the first woman medica.l student from 
Ivory Coast, 'and.vtlll be the country's frr'st woman 
doctor. · S_he. has already received a scolarship to go 
to Brussels and work with Houbinont,- but I think it an 
excellent thing that she be able to complete the very 
medical training she is to receive over there by a 
study of the sociological and psychological aspects 
of family planning. 

2. M. Kone is also an intern in ·the gynecology dep~tment • 
. He. will be "Chef de Clinic" next year, and seems to me 

an excellent choice. 

3. ·Mm~~ Broil is a puericti.l trice who 'received her training 
at the. Ecole. de Sante Publique in Rennes (France). ·· 
She Wrote a pap·er on the necessity for ·family plan_ning.,­
.in Abidjan. for he~ final diploma, which Dr. de Lormas · 
showed -m'e." She is also the \r1ife of :the Vice-President 
of the N!ltional Assembly. 

4. Ma Chesnet is _a French medical student who will 8.1.so 
be a chef 'de clinic next yea:r under Professor Renaud. 
He will stay on at least another 3-4 years, and. Dr. 
Renaud' seems to rely oi1 him a great deal. He thinks 
it important that M. Chesnet receive this training, as 
he himself will be leaving Abidjan in 18 months. I 
know it is not customary to send non-nationals for 
this course, but I think it important to make an 
exception in this case. Dr. Renaud said that if a 
choice had to be made between M. Chesnet and someone 
else, he would pref'er Chesnet to be chosen in place of 
Mlle. Ekua for instancee I have an entire confidence 
in his judgement and strongly suggest all 4 be selected. 

The most interesting aspect of our meeting, (and I would like to 

mention how impressed I was by the quality of these four people, who 

seem to me top notch) was our discussion of the possibilities of 
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starting an experimentaj. family p~anning cen~er in .Abidjan. Prof. 

· Renaud and the de Lormas seemed to think that if financial assistance 

could be promised for s.tarting the clini,c. and maybe paying the . salaries 

of some of th~ people working there, (as ia done in Algiers) there 

were good . ch8.nce s tl:ia t: the idea would be ·accepted.:.' He· also asked th at 
~- . .. ' . - . 

I do my .best i;o pas~ .via Abidjan on my way to Niamey;· .and ~aid that 

he would arrange a·rneeting With the Mini~t~r of Health •. He added that 

he hoped I would be able to come with some ·concrete offers for 
J', • 

assistanc.e. He said· that ~e has already told the Minister of Heal th 
·;". .;·· 

not to have any illusions, and that he.is already practic~g family 
. . 

plannirig a~:tfie·h~sp±tal in the numeroµs cases where suqh intervention 
. . 

is justified from, the medi.cal p~int. of vi~w •. rt would be easy, he 

thought, to pass f'rom· 'medical' cases to 1 soci~l,i cases, .. and from there 

to a more gonorali.zoil practise of contraception. I will thus do my 

best -t~ travel via Abidjan on my way backo Prof~ ·:Renaud also asked 

for a ~ouple of hundred loops, and I promised to get him some. 

,; . 
·I' 

•,' 

' 
.. 

/. l 
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CAMEROON. (May 3-5) . 

. After ::;pending the night in Douala, (probab,ly the, V{Orst weathe;r.- I 

encountere~ : from the point of . view of humidity), J: .fl.ew to Yaounde the 

.. next morning. My. stay in Cameroon was reduced to the s.tatus of a long 
.· . . ·.· •. . . . . . . 

weekend, due to a change of airline. timetables on M~y .1. I arrived 

around 10~00 a.m. Saturday morning May 3 in Yaounde, and ipany officials 

were not at the office. This left me with one short day (Monday 5) to 

see a few people. 

Saturday, May 3: I was lucky to be able to contact good friends 
.. 

:of the Stillman~ (Loo.c) 
1 

Dr •. and Mrs. Henry Enonchong. Dr. Enonchong 

is Professor_ of Law at the Federal University of Cameroon, and Mrs. 

_Enonchol1€$ is an American who has adapted herself amazingly well to the 
... ··.;'. 

Cameroon. Dr. Enonchong has a Ph.D. in International Law from 

Georgetown University, and received his law training in both England 
·. . . . . . . . . 

and the U .s. Prior to that, he .. J:ia:d. served for 5 years as a ~llblic 
· .... ·· 

Health officer in ~he English colo~ial admi~istration of W. Cameroon. 
. ~. 

He is to become shortly .i:i. .Judge of .the Supreme Court of the Cameroon. 
. . ' . . . '.:·. . ' .... :. 

Mrs. Enonchong was kind enough to give me a short briefing on the 

local situation with 5 children (4 from her husbands preceding 

marriage) milling around us. Both her husband and herself gave me names 

.. of. pe.ople I .. .sho:u;L.d se13,. of wh~ch I was on1y ab_l_e .. to contact a few • 
. ··,· 

':-· 

:·· l ·i ··:.r :_i ! : 
.. 
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I spent the a.fternoon ;vi th n·persoi1 ~7hb'.~ i:s extraordinary in the 

etymological sense, a short of Swiss Morgarf moving backvmrds along 

the acculturation process to.the extent of little by Jittle losing his 

sense of identificci. t1.'on with his . own cui tural background. I will 

biiefl~ outline hls. cul tttr'al odyssey because I learnt a' great deal on 

local fertility ~beh~vi~r from· this :[)er son. 
·;r· 

J.M. and I ptudied toge:fuer 10 yen.rs ago in. G.e!leva~ and we were 

good friends· at the time. He holds o.n M.A. in literature and also 

studied theology, but did not pass his finals because he was considered 

too much of a heretic by his professors (sic). 
.. -~-.. .:. ·- .. 
He quite by chance 

1
found .~ job as a translator at the Presidenc~ here in Yaounde, and has 

: : 

been living here for the last 5 years8 He has learnt Ewongo, the local 
. ' . :. . ,::.:· 

\.· .. 

dialect, one of the.most complicated languages in West Africa, and is 

certainly one of the most knowledgeable persons on Ewondo customs. 
: • I • ' ~. ; • . ~ .... 

The Ewondo are the tribe living in and around Yaounde. He made a 
; '.·r_-...... . ·: :.. · ... 

traditional marriage with a semi-literate girl of 14 from whom he has 
·,:. ,.· 

~ 2 year ~ld son,· and ai~s at becoming poiyg~ous, which will be 
' ''.· '' .. , 

legally possibl-e when he has acquired CameroOriio.n nationality. Three 

':<) Morgan was an American ethnologist who integrated himself to such 
o.n extent with the Indian tribes he was studying that he lost his 
whole sense of identification with Western culture and really 
'became' an Indian. 

L_ ___ _ 

' 

r--.... _' 

' ' ' 
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attempts at ·polygamy have aborted for-vori6lis reasons~· bnce the girl 

had been already promised by her father to tvvo other men; another time 

he unwittingly broke .. a taboo by giving. the newcomer meat that· had b.een 

prepared by his first wi:f.e' s mother, etc. J.M. is curreI1tly starting 

a _small chicken·fo.rm on his father"".'~n~laws' lnnd, 20km out of Yaoun.de, 

where he plans to retire. in a few years to complete his _integratiori 

into rural .Evrondo society! 

He gave me . some interesting insights' into Ewondo fertility 

attitudes, and from his description it seems.to offer conditions for 

very high fertility, although the very tolerant sexual mores must ·make 

-for a considerable amount of V .. D. which in turn must considerably 

r.educe real fertility. ·All women seem to be considered as potential 

!IlOthers_ more than as :IJOtential obj.eats of eroti? desire, an idea I 

had· already discus.sed with Mme e Izard in Upper Volta •. This i~ in .. .' . . . . 

contras:t:to.Isl~iccultures, where.there exists.a. long_tr;;i.dition .of . ' . . 

erotic. poetry and. love-techniq:ues. .Some Moslem moro.li~ts ey~n justfy 

contrnceptive practices aimed at preserving the beauty of a woman. 

'.rhis expresses itself in ]:1rmndo culture by the very :unrefined. 
. ' . . 

,, techniques of love-making: kissing is unknown for instance, and 

cop~~tion is a_~ui::ri~~ .biological function aimed at reproduction. 

The woman does riot seem to· consider her body as s:oniething to be 
. \. - . ~. -. . ,., ' 

cul tiv:ated in view Of its ero"bic appeal: on the contrary; it is the 

habit qf women as soon as they have had their first 'child to pull the 
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breast· down as much as possible. This is call~d in Ewondo "casser la 

boule'i'· as it is believed• the milk runs betttir if ,-the· br:east hangs dNm, 

a prti,ctise r~ferred.to in other regions by Mtneo Izard. 

Parents ;:re::· happy if o.: girl·.fus a child before marriage, which 

irriplies that the~e is gre~t toierance of all prem~ri t-al ':teiations, 

both of girls and boys.· The .. father then adopts the cliJ.ld and gives it 

his name, and can ask a higher price for his dnughter' s dovvry, . as 'she 

has pr'oved her fecuncli ty .:::::: It thus follows that storili tr is the only 

'valid gro\mds for divorce: once a woman has given: a child to her- .. 

· husband, custom considers that he. has no more: right to .divo:rce her • 

. This "urge to maximize reproduc'tfon conies out clearly in polygamous 

marriages,. as soon as a very young virgirt \<-rife of a polygamous man 

starts 'menstruating; custom considers he sh0uld.start havlng sexUal 

relations with her. If he l·ets· a jfevv months. pass wi th6ut touching her, 

the first wife 1ivill scold the husband o:nd. tell' h:Lni, 'Haven't you noticed 
.... 

· tb:C.t you coUld have unJiooked the child sine~ ·air~ady months'. The 

Ewondos· consider that the wife carries the child· in an egg-like shape 

and th~t the role. of the husband 'is to 'shak8 it down' so 'to' specl~·:' 

':"::) This description is in the present tense, although ipany of ;the 
practices referred to are changing little by little. This is a 
classical dil'emrna in ethnological -description, as Skinner J;ias 
pointed out in his introduction to his book on the Massi of 

·upper Volta .. ... : · 
My description relies almost exclusively on my discussions 
with J.M. 

' 

_- . .-. 

___ I 
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J .H. has never heard of pr~ventive contraceptive practices, although he 

aami ts it is· a subject a· woman would not speak about to a foreigner, 

and considers abortion could only happen in very sp.ecial circumstances, 

e.g. in cases where the taboci" ori endogamy had b"een broken.· .. 

Although it is doubtful that Spock has alread;i been translate.d 

into E-wondo, child-rearing practices are extremely permissive: no 

toilet tr.nilling, children are nev~r b·eaten, etc. This is no doubt an 

element which favors. the sexual permissiveness· of o.dolescence. 

Sunday, Maij: I had lunch with Gene Larimore, his wife Nancy and 

Miss. Lynn Mytelka. Mro Larimore ,is preparing a Ph.D. in the field 

of communications theory (political science) at Northwestern University, 

and Miss Mytelka is preparing o. doctoral dissertation o. t John Hopkins 

in the. field. of economics. The Lnrimores are exceptionally fine 

people, both ex-Pence C'orps. Mr. L.ar:i.mor~ hai··bei3i~· doi~· ~eseurcli on 

urban demography. I spent a frustrating afterrioori both vJith the 

Larimores and Mrs. Enonchong trying to call oh various pe.ople, who all 

happened to be out .• 

.. 
From my discussion with Miss. :Mytelka, I gathered th.'1t the country 

is ·doingwell, compared to the average developing country, which 

certainly in part explains why the very mention of family pianning 

seems to be frowned upon in official circles. Yearly per capita income 

is 41,000CFA (1964) compared to 46,500 for Ivory Coast, but one has the 

impression that it is more spread out here in Cameroon. The annual 
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growth rate of gro~s domestic product (Produi t Interieur Brut) is 7 .4% 

at existing prices, but adjusted.for. inflation this would. give a more 

real figure of 3-4% .. · Main exports are thi::l · follo~ri.ng; in millions· of 

C~A, 1967/68g ·ooff.ee, 11,225; ·cocoa, 9,737; 1 aluminium, 4,742; timber, 

2, B.19; cotto.n, 2, 002 •. Finflnces are quite heal thy, and 1967 was the 

first year without French budgetary assistance. 
. . . . . . . - ~. . . . : . . . 

The perconto.ge _of· pr;Lmary-age .children going to_ school is 

exceptionally high ·for this pg.rt. of t:iie. world, being 76% .·for the 

country as a whole. T?ere are nevertheless considerable problems in 

the field of employment, and many high school gradU2..tes do not find 
. . - .. ." 

jobs when they leave school, but this is no doubt more the result of 

unoYOn growth, rather than of a badly functioning economy • 

. Monday May 5 ~ My first interview was with the Director of 

Statistics, M. Mouyebe •. Statistics .are attached directly to the 

Presidence. Cameroon has never had. a: 1mtionwide census, al though 

. : regional sainple surveys covering the whole countl;'y have been made since 

1960 with the assistance of INSEE and other organisations. (See 

document anne:x;ea, for Jack Caldwell describing the methodology. of these . . , . 

surveys). The statistical depo..rtment h"a_ asked 376 million CFA 

(approx. 1 .5. million dollars). for a comp:)_ete nat;i,onal census in 1970, 
. . : .: _; . : . . .· . . ... 

but Mr. Mouyebe. daub.ts very IJ1UCh that they will r.eceiv(3 th\3 money. 
. ' ' . -

He told me thn.t at the present they are thinking of revrunping th.e 
~ . . ,. . . i . :. ,· ., . . . . ' . . ' . . " . ' 

"recensement o.&ninistro.tif", o.n.d I suggested th8,t .~he;y- might also 

' 
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. . . 

e .. think.of .a sample survey cov·ering ·"the whole country, as neighbouring 

countries hid clone.· He estimated the cost of a sample survey, sampling 

frnct:i6ni 1/40, at approx. 50 million CFA ( 200~000 doilars) • 

,· 

He mentioned. thD.tYncii.nid.e had.'a .. population of approx. 135,000 and 

Douala of 228, 000 in 1968. Special surveys ·have been made of· both these 

towns. When questioned on the ~arious demographic rates, :rvr.·; Mouyebe 

.. 
seemed extremely cautions. He· said that the srunple surveys had ~hown 

f 

birth· rates varying from 38 to 48 per thousand, but that as the surveys 

had been done at different perio.ds it was not possible to give a weighted 

. . 
average. He estima.tes the death rate at 20, which to me seems low for 

this part of 'the world. 

The statistical office has 12 "ingenieur~ des tro.vaux sto.tistiques11 

(level of the RtJ:bat statistical school) and 3 11 ingenieurs-statisticiens11 

(higher level, of which M. Mouyebe is one) plus French technical 

assistants of a very high level from what Mr. Larimore told me~ 

Al though they do not have a permanent b·6ay of interviewe·rs, ·they thus 

seem to have sufficient well tro.ihed middl.e-level and top-level · ~ddres 

· to be able to do serious work.· 

Questioned as to a possible population problem M. Mouyebe said he 
l •• ~ 

thought the problem would rather be one of under-population than over-

population • 
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My next interview ·1Has with Mr. McLaughlin, director of AID programs 

at the U.S. embassyQ He said that he had been thinking of tying up 

their food program in some way to F.P. education via the PMI's, and 

recommended that I see Dr. Barreau, of the Yaounde PMI. 

Dr. Barreau is a very pleasant person with a strong interest in 
. i 

Family Plarming. due to his present job as chief of this PMI and 

supervisor of PMI activities for the whole country. There are six . . . 

"classical" PMI' s in the country, i.e. centers doing exclusively PMI 

work, plus PMI services in a considerable mmiber of heal th centers. 

He has occupied this job for over 4 years, and told me that he had 

asked the Ministry of Health for permission to introduce-fnmily plann-

ing at his PMI in Yaounde, but had received a negative reply. One finds 

. . her~ the 'tracli ti~nal patt'er~ of ·l~~ta tion being interrupt~d because the 

~bthe'r ·gets pr~gn'ant too soon, and the consequent nutritional problews 

for the.young child. 

The Yaounde PMI gives 6000 consultations per month to some 2000 

mothers, who come an average of three times per month. The local 

ma~erni ty has a~ average of 1500-1800 births per month, or approximately 

20,000 per year, and that is why I regretted very much not being able 

to see the Vietnamese doctor in chorge,. Dr. De (I'm not sure of the 
.. -·. . ·~· . . = . 

spelling) who I was told has a real interest for F.P. Dr. Barreau 

' 

• -'· 
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mentioned that the preceding chief of the Yaounde maternity:', Dr • 

. Mailhac, had been giving contraceptive assistance when it was needed on 

strict·medical grounds~ It would.thus seem (and this was:the :iinpression 

I gained later when talking to officials at the Ministry of Heal th) that 

F.P.· is tolerated on a,stri~tly.individual basis and on a relatively 

limited scale. Dr. Barreau had the impression ;chat induced abortions 

were not ver,y. frequent, ·and insisted that the main complaint of· women 

was with sterility. He himself only prescribed pills to a very few 

cases per yenr. 

My first interview of the afternoon was with the director of the 

..·.UoN •. statistical training center, the Centre International de Formation 

Statistigue, which trains middle-leyel. st;;:i'.:t:j..stica+.. 1:;echnici?:P.s ,.for all 

sub-Saharan francophone countries. Other 'such c'ertters exist in . . 

Al:>idjan, Addis-Ababa:, Dar-es-Salaam, and Akimota. 

The Yaoimde Center trains two types of sttrtistical technicians: 

1. "AdJoints techniques": they re'ceive two year training 
and are capable after training of becoming the 
assistants of a survey director, which is· presumably 
a rn,ther optimistic assessment. · 

2. 0 Agents techniques11 , of a lmver level, receive only 
1 year training. 

•::) Dr. B arreau told me Yaounde l)laterni ty averages close to 
36,ooo:births per year~ I was not able to check this 
figure. 
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Ma.in content of training is i:q mathematics and statistical 
.... 

methodology, but the students receive additional training· i_n e~onomic 

geography, French, Eng~ish, basic demography, o.nd accounting.-

There seems little reason· -to push· demography further in this center, 

. the main aim of which is very· concrete, ·i.e. turn out the maximt.ui:i: 

n~ber- ·of badly needed middle-level :statistical cadres which Africa 

needs so baC!J.y •. About 20-30 adjoints teclmiques ·and 20-25 agents 

techniques c:ire .. trained per year.:: 

Jk. Jean Pierre Happi, who is Cornrnissaire General de la So.nte, 

(and functions as a minister) dele·ga ted his coll ab orator, Dr~· El om, to 

.see me, as he had been called i!l t9_~et:; the Yiceof';r:~si·dent~ .. Dr.·.Elom 
.. , ,, ... 

is_ Directeur des G.rn.ndes Endemies.· ·-We discussed the population·. 

proble,m :,in its .Heal th setting,- an~ a.ls.a the possibility of· starting an 

experimental center .. such as other Afric.an couniries have done. Dr~· 

Elom was very affable, but left no d9ubt as to the. governmental 
. .. . . . . . 

position, which seemed oriented in the .othe:r cl?.-rection •.. He thinks the 

relative overpopulation of a few Carrieroo~ regions ~hou;Ld ~e solved by 

internal migration, although·~c:rious.project~ have not been very 

successful up till now. Al though urban birth rate-?. are probably 

higher than in the countryside, Dr. Elom thinks infant mortality rates 

to be still high in towns tqo, .. dl!e. to the. very .poor .living. c0Rdi tions 
·~ . . •' . . •' . . . . . . . . . . ·' ., . . 

... 
opinion, as Yaounde at least has no shanty towns in the traditional 

' 

• 
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sense. Immigrants, said Dr. Elam, are usually quite young, and easily 

· .. 
leave their ·~hildren with their- parents in the villages. But the main 

·ob stable to family planning is cultural,. according to Dr. Elam: the 

c ~~roonian woman is traditionally and basically ".anti-family planning", 

·ah opinion that could be ·right in gener~i, but ~hich is certainly 

changing mnong the young women in towns· who are earning a living for 

... th.~i;iselves and. thE)ir children. 

·:.-::.·.;,···Nevertheless, Dr. Elam told me that a doctor at the American 

Presbyterian Mis'sion Hospital in Enonga-Ebolowa, (approx. 180kms • 

.. -:Soi,ith of Yaounde). was fitting loops,' and that mul tiparous women. were 

. . ·. 
•coming .f'roin quite .far to have loops inserted. It would he i'nterestihg 

to go there' and! see exactly what is happening. 

While syphilis is retreatirig, gonococcinl infections are wide-

. . 
spread, and increasing continuously, which is only to be expected vii th 

... 

the very lax sexual· mores mentioned enrlier. In Yaounde o,nd Douala, 

. : . 
it is difficult for a European not to be accosted by girls, few of 

: . . . . 

wh~m are prostitutes. 

Main causes of mortality in Cameroon are malaria,.gastr9-i~testinal 

infections, tuberculosis, measles and cerebral meni:p.gi~is, in 
... , 

decreasing order of importance • 
. 1:. 

Dr. Elam accompanied me to the office of his colleague, Dr. J.R. 

Mbarga, chief of the studies section2 to discuss the problem of 
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scholarships for Chicagoe ·We discussed the gerterol problem of· family 

.. planning for. a while, arid then o.s·Dro Ho.ppi' ho.d just arrived back, I 

was able to see him briefly.· . Dre ··Happ{ had a very busy schedule, ond 

. asked nie to ~ite 'an official letter, as he could not take 0. decision 

on· the. basis of a simple discussiono My impression was that he would 

'prefer t_o~ say·no by letter than orally~ 

The next morning in Douala, I learned to my distress that inter­

national flight regulations prevented my taking the half-empty ·Alitnlia 

flight. to Lagos, so I had to· spend the day in Douala. 

Conclusions on Cameroon: These comments on CtJDeroons oan only be 

more tentative than tho"se concerning the other countries visited, and 
. . 

I think another visit vmuld be vvo:rthwhile bef~re considering Cameroon 

cl.osed to frunily planning at this time. I woula. suggest th.Qt any 

.·j.: person coming· here stop a few days first in Douala, ·as the social 

composition of the town (large port, rapid growth; very miXed ethnic 

composition) would lead me to ·believe tho.t there could certainly: be· 

some serious social problems related to unrestricted fertili ty.o And 

a vis~t to the d~.an of ~e Faculty of Letters would also be worthwhile. 

Neverthele~s;, it would seem. that Cameroon is more hesitant of F oP. 

than any of the other countries visi tyd, as the obvious lack of· 

interest in sending ~andido.tes to Chicago indicates. 

~ . : 

' 

~-
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CONGO KINSHASA':(May 12-15) :. .· .· 

Some characteristics bf Congolese demography. In the 

inter£sting ·study of· Congolese populations by Romaniuk* .(of 

which I· would recommend that a copy be given- to·each .. French­

speaking participant in the.Bogue course), one finds the 

following information: · 

1.: ~Birth rates· vary from 19 to 5& per thousand in 
different regions of the Congo, with a national 

··average of. 45-46 per thousand.• 

2. ,The .death rate can be estimated a·t 2 5 per thousand. 

·s •. · · Infant mortality rate is· around 17'3 per thousand. 

The·se extraordinary variations of the birth rate· are 

dtrectly related to irifertility among various ethnic groups~ 

On the ·whole~ ~te~ility is) extremely high ~- 20% of 45-year 

old woman have never had a child.· There are large regional 

variations in sterility -- from 5 to 50%.," i.e. in some··: 

regions one woman out of ·two will never· have a ~hild. 

Romahiilk makes quite' a convincing case· :in relating' sterility 

to variations in prevalence of venereal disease, these· 

diseases themselves varying in.intensity depen-ding on the 

local pattern ~f sexual mores, (the more lax the mores, the 

higher the frequency of V.D.). '. ~ . ··: ~ .. : . 

Urban fertility rates·areconsideriably higher than the 

- .:·::rural. olj_es.:-=. ::·.:adjusted: age specific .. f.e.rt:i;,:l:i ty''. r.atei:? '.are 28!'6 

.- .. ,·.: 

* La Fecondite des Populations Congolaises 
Paris, La Haye 1967 pp.348. 

A. Romaniuk, 
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higher in towns (rural hirth rate 43, urb:an·.:-~5_) __ ~:·_ -~omani_uk 

· states -tb_~t'. he cJ.oes ·not ·think _the experience _of Af_rican 

. c6bntries with a relatively older urban tradition like 

Senegal-, - Ghana; and Nigeria enables:. :one to make ·hypotheses 

cohcerniri:g the future· fertility behavior· of urban =populations 

of other sub-saharan African countries·.·· . 

· .Monogamous unions ·are the rule: 31% of married women 
. . 

-·. 

live in polygamous unions; and 17% of married men~· The 

aver·age number of wives per polygynous:-.household is 2. 25. 

Moreover, polygamy is essentially a rural phenomenon, as 

opposed to ·countries in the "former.· French West Africa where 

. polygamy is st ill widely prevalent in towns. ·· As already 

mentioned for the Ivory Coast (.cif~s.upra) fertility ·is: · · 

considerably higher in monogamous households {25% higher: 

cumulative fertility rate is:· 6 .27 at .45...:.51.J: among. monogamous 

househc:i;Lds, as_ opposed_ t6 5.01 for wivE?_s ·()f_ polygynous males). 

With a population of only slightly over.17 million, 

· Romaniuk concludes that the Congo is· underpopulated, (7 

. inhabitants per square kilometer).- Thus·, as in many other 

par'ts of the continent; one can conceive of the paradox of 

one day having to limit births .despite the fact :that the land 

could carry a population· many times- as numerous, because 

population growth rates :are· outstripping "financial resources 

. _to provide social services and jobs. 

··.·-·:- .. . . ' :~ (- . 
··- . - ·-· ..... . ... -·-· .......... . ,.. . 

' .. ' ;-.-.' 

' 
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. ·· 
Oti the economic side; it is important to note th~t 6nly 

' ., 

1% of the total surface is dev6ted to eiiher· field 6r tr~e 

·crops; 49% is forest; the remal:nder beirig swarrip, savannah 
. . 

and tnouritains' but of which half could' be used for "crops~ 

The une~ploited·:ag~{~ultural poiential i~ thu~ very 

cbnsi~erabl~~ ~ain.6ash ~rb~s Cciostly'·i~ the ~ands bf: 

Euro~e~ri ~l~nte~s) are 6offee, cocoa, t~~' ru~b~r,·p~1m 

products and sugar. 
.• . 

Cash crop p~odUction hai gone down 

sharply since independence, dropping'from $227rttillicri:in 

1958 t~ a bare.Bi millio~ in 1966. · Pr6portionat~l~, the~ 

i~por:;tJnce ~f miherai · e~ports by value. has iricrea'sed, pa~sing 

from 50% of total exports in 1959 to 80% in 1966~ 

-peric~ni of t~e miri~r~i exports and fifty.per ~eri~ of ·total 

exp~rts are from copper, -Which·provides.one-third of the 

Central Government's. current budget revenue •.. · Finally, 

. untapped hydraui'ic reserves· are treme~dous; potentlai' '' 

electricity production is estimated at ioo million kw· (13% 

. . '•.. . . . . . 
of the world's potential) of which Only about 0 ~ 5 · fnillio·n kw 

-~~~ actuall~ ~r6duced. Trade bal~nce has tra6iii6nally been 

favorable. ,! • 

If oi-{e: reminds oneself of thes~ three basic 'facts 

exceptionaliy· .. favorable 'ag.r:lculturai. expansion possibi'lities' 

. i~port~nt 'inine.ral reserves~ and. unt~pped hydr;~iectric 

pote~tia-l·':wfd:'.°~rl' i's; amon·g''t:h~· i-argesi:: 1.n i::f{e world.;·.:._ one 

... . r· .. :· .· .. ·· 
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~.,should be able to·understahd'more easi1~ th~ present pro-

. natalist stand··of: the' regime. ·Ii; could be that the p'resent 

rate ·of population; growth· will prove ari important'' obs'tac1e 

to· economic ·development, but ·certainly there ar'e ·today much 

more important blocks, such a~ ~ pbcirly functioniri~:ad~ini­

stration, lack·of:trained:personnel ·at ~11 lev~ls~ ~ §6hool 

curriculum ·u.ncadapted to the. co.untry' s need·s, ·a totally· 

inadequate and·often hon-existent health structure·-- to 
. . 

mention•but some· of.the internal problems. Tei.argue ·that 

rapid p6pulation grbwth per:se:is. ~ri-(6bstacle io economic 

-development· would thus· need a.·serious· study,·not ·only of 

growth trends in the economy and the population (cf. the 

. Coale and Hoover'_atudy 6f Ifidia:) but al~ci o1 othe~'devel6p­

ment blocks such as the ones mentioned: above. Wi th()ut slich 

a study -·.:..··which might well be ·undertaken by •:IRES for · ·· 

instance (see below) -- one can hardly expect the government 

·to shift its· pos'ition unles's some :.of the ·1atent sod.ial 

problems errupt suddenly. ·· 

:Monday,. May 12': My· ''fi'rst. meeting :w.i3.s "with ·Mr~- Donald 

Atwell, Population Officer at the U.S. Embassy, with whom 

I -·made a 1-f'st ·of people it would· be :worth s·eeing~ :communi­

:.catioris. are ·a. >pr:oblem -in' Kinsha'sa. ··I ·passed clos:e 'to ·one 

and a half.· hour"s' on· the· phori"e Mohday· ·mbrnirig ·'arid ·m·anaged ··to 

make only 'one appbiritment with"Dr. 'Moll;· a Dut:ch doctor 

working in MCH for WHO (phone 76-60). 

' 

--



--

' __ :, 

- 111 ,;. 

Dr. ·MoI.l is most convinced that family planning must 
. . . . . 

pass""through M.C.H. -- at least in tropical Africa, and that 

attempts to-build up a separate family planning program would 
.. 

notorily be bound to failure but might produce adverse 

reactions. · At Ndj ili·, 'approximately 10 km out of Kinshasa, 

Dr.· Molt· is · startiri'g; what ar~- called · 11consul tat ions 

·familiales 11 at· a Health Center with an M.C.H. section~· The 

.~~other comes· with all her children up to 5 years of age. 

These are thus simultaneuously pre-, inter-, and post-natal 

consultations covering both rr{0ther and children. This 
. . 

_integrated ·approach is most~ interesting and, I· th:Lnk; "iri the 

long run,· a most favorable approach"· to family p1aiuiing, 

because if health personnel are forced.to conside; a woman 
. . . . . . . ... . . . . . . '. . /:,. . 

in her total family situation, they will not be able to 
. ·: 

escape -the 'conclusion that ·spacing is necessary for the 

heal tn of all concerned .. 

Both Mr. Atwell ·a·nd Don Brown, director of A.I.D. (an 

·old friend' from' Alger"ian days) had stressed the fact that 

··the present 'Goverhmeht' attitude is pro-natalist. This 

attitude is.buttressed .. by formidable natural riches (in great 

.part unexploited), i~ense.mineral wealth, untapped agricul­

tural land, probably the ~orld's-greatest hydro-electric 

potential 6utside the.Soviet U~iori, a very high percentage 
·;· ...... 

of children ri~ primary schoo'1 between 80-90% one can 

: ~ . 
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understand the government is. not unduly worried about the 

future, if it compares its situation to that of many other 
,. 

African states. The President is Catholic, and thE; Church 

.has a powerful hold on the elite .. In large areas .Congolese 

women suffer from severe infertility problems. One can 

therefore understand w1'.y the present regime feels no need to 

rush into a family pl~nning program, even if one does. not 

totally agree with its lack of policy and lack of inquiry 

about child spacing. 

The conclusions of my interview with Dr. Longo, 

Congolese gynecologist at the Kinshasa Maternity of the. 

General Hospi~al, and a Catholic, were thus a b~g surprise 

to me, i.e. he stated that regular family planning services 

in a maternity of Kinshasa woµld be a .. good thing. We first 

discussed the universal problem in tropical Africa of 

declining birth intervals, due according to Dr. Longo to 

increasing monogamy (in Congo, polygamy is ma~nly a rural 

phenomenon, cf.supra) and the growing intimacy of family 

life, which is in reality the.sociological aspeqt of a demo-· 

graphic fact. 11Many, many women ask for.contraceptive 

information" Dr. Longo stated: of his private cliente.le, 

composed mainly of members. of the elite, 50% ask for 

contraceptive information.. There is no legislation whatso-
. .. . 

~ver in the field of contraception, and all is left to the 

discretion of the individual doctor*. 

* Don Brown, of AID questioned this statement and said that a 
restrictive Belgian law was still on the books, but not 
enforced. 

r-- I 

,?·....,,,....,\I 
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Although contraceptive information is not asked f_or 
' ... 

among his · 1-r:vor--:i,rroo.r:i.c. clientele at the maternity, Dr. Longo 

contends that induced abortion is ~ growing pr?blem in all 

cla"sses·; ·and _practically every day womel"l: ask him to perform 

. ~-~- ~- ,· . 

. Dr. Longo was interested in the Chicago Population 

summer course, ;which he· hoped·to·be able to attend, and said 

he would phone Dr. Ellunga, general secretary of,the 

Ministry of Health with whom I ha:d a re.ndezvous fo.r the next 

day, to inform him of the content of our discussion. 

The next person I saw was Mme. Audon, who is personal 

assistant to Mme. Sophie Lihau-Kanza, Minister of Labour, 
', ._·. 

Social. j\ffairs and Housing (with. whom _I studied_ sociology at 

Geneva University). To my great ~egret, I learnt that 

Mme. Lihau could not receive any visitors, due to her own 

difficult_ pregnancy which kept her.hospitalized. Mme. Audon . . . . ' ' . 

(office phone 59-53, 59-54, ext.2) is European (French?) and 
. . . . . ;. . :. ' . . .. 

also teaches at the Ecole Nationale d'Administration. She 
.. 

confirmed the official position on population,.but showed a 

great interest i~ the Chicago course and said that she 

thought her Ministry would be glad to send two people, one 

from the Direction de la Promotion Sociale, and another 

woman responsible for the running of Social Centres in 
' : .. ~-· ; 

Kinshasa. These centers are destined to play an important 
. ~~ ... 
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role in the field of women's educaticri. Those that already 

exist are divided into four s~ctions~ ·''· 

(a) Women's activities: these comprise basic 
coupses in home economics, hyglene, baby care, 
nutrition, etc. Family planning information 
would thus integrate itself quite naturally in. 
this setting. 

(b) !!Animation": this covers cultural activities, 
(cinema, etc.) and basic courses in reading· 
and writing. 

(c) Men's activities: these consist mainly in some 
basic skill training -- up till now only in 
handicrafts. 

(d) Social action: relief work . 
. ;.:: 

Madame Audon struck me as an energetic and ambitious 

young· woman~ ·we had·a cordial discussion, and she promised 

to arrange fo~ me to see the Vice-Minister, ~ow acting 

Minister during Mme. Lihau's absence. 

At the end of the afternoon, I went up to the Danish 

hospital, a splendid new building, clean and efficiently run 

by a· large team of Scandinavi.an medical personnel, to get an 

appointment for the next day with Dr. Hagen, who works in 

the gynec6logy department. 

Tuesday, May 13: The Danish hospital is a 275-bed 

'institution built five years ago by the Danish Red Cross. A. 

team of 11 Scandinavian doctors work there, plus 30 

Scandinavian nurses. It is mainly a training hospital for 

male and female nurses. ·Patients. a~e sent there from' local 
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health centers, and pay a token 50 cents (0.50 US dollar) 
' . . - . . -· 

.per day. Dr. ~agen, a Norwegian OBGYN, has been working 
•• r • : : • . • . • ': • -;, • ~ , :~ 

there for 10 months. (As he spo~e neither French nor 

~ngl~sh, our conversation was in German). Dr. Hagen said 
·; .. !" ~ ; 

thc:t few women asked for contr9.ceptive ai:;sistance (2 or 3 

cases per month), and even ~0ose were only to .be found among 

the.more evolu~ women. He presqribes pills (Anovlar) but 

ment ~on_ed t~at women ~arely come back for chec~. :ups. 

I underline t~at this comm~nt. has been made to me by 

most doctors with whom .~ discussed this problem during this 

trip. This could of course be a result of insufficient 

explanations, but nevertheless I find this trend somewhat 

disturbing. Dr. Hagen was of the opinion that family 

planning as such ~id not have much chance at present, but 

that it wquld be more.successful if related _to some general 

.health training like nutrition . 

. . •·. 

Mr. Claude Mafema, Vice-Minister of .Education, was the 

next person to receive me. It was a real pleas~re to 
. ' -

discuss with Mr. Mafema (previous1y yice-r~9tor of 

Lubumbashi University), a lively peri:;oD witlJ. .. a sharp mind . 

Tl'~e object of my visit yvas to d_iscuss :the p~obleJ1l of 
! ·: ' 

expand~ng the teaching of demography in ,~oi;goles.e 

Universities -- a poss .. ibility for which Mr. Maf~ma showed 

great enthu~iasm. 
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Ctirre~tly, the Congo has three Universities: 

a. Lovanium· 20 ·km. from Kinshasa, the largest University 5 

with 3000 students, of which 290 are foreigners. It 

is a priv~t~ Catholi6 instit~tion, established by 

Belg{a~s and receiving substantial Belgian support. 

All the main disciplines are taught (there are the 

seven traditional faculties: Law;Theology; 

Humanities; Social, economic and political sciences; 

Polytechnic; Medicine; ·Natural Sciences). There is 

also an independent Institute of Psychology and the 

. I.R~E.S. (see below). 

b. Lubumbashi, a lay university, mainly supported by 

Congolese Government, 2250 students (of whom l08 

foreigners) does not have the medical or theological 

facilities, but has a statistical institute.which 

trains both middle~ and university-level statisticians. 

c. Kinsangani ~niv~rsity; of protestant orientation, is 

just starting and only has as yet 500 students . 

. Mr. Mafema told me the Congolese Government was taking 

OVe'r th~ .Universiti~S little by little and Hde-ideologizing 11 

them (h~s expression): Main problems were the acute lack of 

Congolese faculty and the very high cost of running the 

unive'rsities' due to the fact that all students are interns. 

Also, the State has recently enforced a policy that 60% of 

students must study scientific-technical branches. 

' 

,. 
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Mr.. Mafema mentioned that al though the official number 

of children in primary school was 2.5. million (83j of the 

age group) t:1is gave a very distorted. view, as mc:i.ny .. c:lr>opped 

out of school after 2-3 years, and some became.again. 

illiterate due to lack of possibilities of applying thei~· 

knowledge, etc. At the secondary level, 10% of .the age .. 

group (close to 200,000 children) went to school. 

The Vice-Minister concluded by mentioning that he would 

greatly wel6om~ assistance in training youn~·~ni~~rsity 

·assistants in demography abroad, so that theycoul"ci form the 

nucleus of a future group of Congolese demograp0ers. 

I would'~~pport this proposal and suggest that ~f 

possible 3-4 Congqlese students be sent abroad as soon as 

suitable candidates are available. 

In the afternoon, after lunch with the. Browns (AID), .. 

Mr. Atwell was kind enough to arrange for an embassy 

chauffeur to drive me out to Lovanium University, abqut 

13 miles out of Kinshasa. I met with Mr. Hughes Leclercg, 

director of I.R.E.S. (Institut de Recherches Economiques et 

So6{aies, B. P. 257, Kinshasa XI, tel. 75.01, ext.2363) and 

Mr. Kabongo Ilunga, secretary of the same institution... (We 

were joined later by a Mr. Houyoux, a sociologist now in 

charge of the Kinshasa sample survey). 

Mr. Leclercq told me that IRES had starte.d in 19 5_8 '· 

and received at. the beginning a g:rant· from the Ford Founda:t..fon . 
. . . : ' 
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This instit~tion is in a sense the re~earch organization of 

the faculties of economics and social sciences, although it 

has a budget which is separatec1 from that of the University. 

Th~re a~e ~~ researchers, not includini faculty professors, 

all at post-graduate level. 

I.R~E.s;, 'in coilaboration ~ith the Mission Francaise 

d'Urb~nisme CH6uy;~~) ·and the State ~tatistical services 

(Institut ·de la Statistique) made a one-tenth sample survey 

··of.Kinshasa, which was recently completed and is now in the 

process of being analyzed. It is a great pity that they did 

not associat~ Father Baute, the Belgian demographer at 

Lo~ariium, to this work, as they irite~viewed over 100,000 

people and could have collected precious demographic data 

with'iittle additional cost and effort. ·(The survey was 

mainly oriented toward the following topics: household 

compo~ition, school~ng, employment, migration, housing 

coriditions)~. It-revealed that between 1960 and 1967, 
. ' 

Kinshasa passed from 400 ,ooo to over 900 ~·ooo inhabitants." 

It · n:ow has ·about 1. 04 million. 

'When w~e.' discussed the question of scholarships,. 

Mr. · Lecler~q s:aid ·that they would be of course glad to 

obtain some training for demographers, but he·seemed ·much 

keener to trai~'economis~s. In the course of our conversa-

tion, I did'not~f~~l:m~ch inte~est either· in ~emographic 

' 

-I 
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teaching, or in demography as such. Nevertheless, I think 

it would be useful to grant a scholarship to IRES in view 

of broadening their interest, and due to the central position 

IRES holds in local research, although Father Beute (see 

beldw)·should certainly be the person to choose potential 

candidates in view of teaching posts after accomplishment of 

their training abroad. 

In the evening I had dinner with Father Beute, a Jesuit 

who teaches the only demography course at Lovanium University 

and who presently occupies the position of director of 

demographic statistics at the Direction de la Statistique. 

(We had already seen each other briefly in the morning, at 

his office, 5th floor of Building "Mense 11
, opposite the 

Royal, where the U.N. Headquarters are located.) I had met 

Father Boute last year at the Bogue workshop in Chicago, and 
.. '··'' 

was extremely pleased to meet him again_. He is doing a 

difficult and unappreciated job, trying with great persever-

ance to kindle interest in demography in a nation which is 

as yet still.uninterested in it. (This applies also to 

Lovanium University, where Father Boute is 11Maitre de 

Conferences" -- approximately Lecturer. In the current 

discussion of the curriculum for the degree of economics, 

not a single hour of demography has been inc~uded. Under-
-~ ' . . : ··.··.; 

graduates or "candidates" in social sciences only have a 
'l. ··~ - ;- ' . ' : : 
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total of ~O hours of demography given by Father Baute, and 

up till now students preparing for a degree in sociology 

could follow a demography ~ourse as an optional subject.) 

Following the Bogue course of 1968, Father Baute 
.:... 

prepared a KAP survey to be administered in the Kinshasa 
' . 

area. The pre-test had already been done with a team of six 

permanent women interviewers when, as I learned from other 

sd~rd~s; th~ irit~rvention (sabotage would be a more appro-

priate· word) of a U ~N .. demographic consultant·, caused. the 

whole survey to be cancelled. I had known this person, a 
: .• ' I 

Swiss by name of Wissler, in Algeria where he made a very 
'· 

poor impression on his Algerian colleagues who did net 

consider his departure a great loss. Mr. Wissler came up 
.·. . .. . . . 

. .. 
with all the hackneyed arguments that Africans wanted large 

·families, that these. ·'1 Kinsey 11 CS.to~ questions could not be 
. . . . . 

-asked in an African cuiture, apparently compl~tely ignoring 

the ABC of K~P surveys, not to mention the African KAP survey 

on which a few of his colleagues worked closely. Mr. Wissler 

also condemns this type of research to be alien to the 

mission of the statistical services of a developing country. 

We discussed the probiem of demographic sch~ia~ships for 

Congolese students. Father Baute has already been in touch 

with Anatole Romaniuk, (now at the University of Montreal 
. . - . 

where he teaches demography) who told Father Boute that he I 
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:.i 

· wo~ld be willing to follow any Congolese students studying 
..... ' ... 

dernog~aphy i~· M~ntreal. The University of Lovaniurn has 
. . . .· .. 

apparently started a one~year special postgraduate course in 

demography.for student~' corning.from other faculties. (It 
~ . 

· s eerns ·to .. me· it -t-wuld be worth enquiring into the exact nature 

of this course) ... 

I have a great esteem for Father Baute, and I am 
. -.· .;. 

convinced he has by far the keenest interest in demography 

1n the ·congo~ He also has a very appropriate approach to 

family planning and a persotia1 'interest for fertility and 

KAP research. Any scholarships in the field of demography 
. . . . . . 

sh6u~d if possi~le be g~an~ed onl~ after coris~ltation with 

\:him, as he is certain to be able to recommend the best 

candidates.- Address: 
. . . . . . 

·B. P. · 3096, Kinshasa. 

Wednesday, May 14: I stopped again at the Danish 

Hospital to see Dr. Eric Jacobson; a Swedish professor of 

Paediatrics who has been here for four months. There seems 

to.be considerably less malnutrition here thari in other 

countries visited. He mentioned that many mothers thought 

the bottle (European invention and status syrriboi) to be 
. : . 

superior to hreast-feeding, some going as far as combining 

·: ~;-~~st-feeding arid t'he .bottle! ·-When we broached- the subject 

of contraception, Dr. Jacobson said that he had never had 
i.' 

.. a~y q~est_ioris from ·mothers on t}1is topic, btit ·-rhat- "the 
.~ '. . 

_._:: ... ·:; 
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.. hbs"pital planned in the futur~· to: give systematic contraceptive 

informati~n as part ~·f a project of following mothers with 
. . .. ... 

i~2 6hildr~n 6f whi6h 6ni had heen born in the hospital. He 

did not yet know.what "form this teaching would take . 

. Dr. Abell, whom -~(was next 'to see~ is an M. D. working 

for the Council of Protestant Churches in the Congo 
.. 

(65 Avenu~ Valcke, Kinshasa). H~ mentioned a series of 
1,· ... 

hospitals.or he~lth centers working in the field of contra-

~e~t~on, and on~ c6uld ~lmost 

~~unt~ie~ a~d ~um gr~no salis 

. ~lanning activities: 

compared to other francophone 

speak of a flurry of family 

·.•. 

KINSHASA: 1. Comirn~rie d~ 'Ki tambo, 2 Heal th,. Centers, 
about 100 loops. fitted in 1968 .. :: ' 
(see below interview of male nurse). 

.. ·. ,• 

. 2 • coriuriune de Dendale, · 1 Heal th Center 
with a.highly-train~d:Congolese 

· nurse, about 30 loops· Cmor~·pills). 

3 ·. · Commune de ·B·ar~nge~; Salvati~~ Army 
.H~alth .. Center, less interested 

(about 10 loops.in 1968). ··· 

soN'oBATA: 4. S~n~bata (Missionary) Hospital: a 

.. 
KIMPESE: 

.. ; 

BULAPE:· 

.. Canadian docto,r and .Congolese nurses 
fitted aholit · 100 loops in 19 6 8. · · 

. . ·- ·; •' '"f ;··. . . . 

5; :Kim~es~ H6ipit~l, specialis~d in the 
treatment .. of ste.rili ty, offers. a 

': cafeteria cho.i.ce. · · · 

6. · Bulape Hospital (Kasai P~ov:t"ric.e) has 
,f.i.tted about 500 ~9.0J?Sj ip.. a 2,-3 year 
span. 

·NYANKUND'E: 7. Nyariku~de Hospital ''cO"~i~'ntal P~6vin.ce) 
a medical training center, has fitted 
200 loops in the past 18 months. 

• 

-.-. 
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Most of the women ar,e from small towns; in rural areas, 

·only· more "~v~lue 11 women· 's.uch as nurses, midwives, etc. ask 

. for: f arhily planning. inf orriiat i~n ~ ·. 

Pills ·are ·extr~mely ~xpensive commercially: 1 Zaire 

($2) 'per cycle .. The. Prbt~stant missi"on hospitals get them .. 
,. j' 

at· a much lower price'via'Pathfinder or other organizations. 

·r mentioned to .Dr. ·.Abell that a scholarship for Chicago 

was availa~l~ if his organiiation could find a suitable 

·candidate.: ....• ·-:.~ .... ·· 
.•.' . 

My. ·next .. inte.rv'iew was· with >Dr: Eliunga,. ·secr'e:tary . 

Ge·neral ~t' the Miriistry of Heai th, who ·said he would very 

much iike to send a gynaecologist and a pediatrician to 

Chicago, but that mily the Minister,· (who is not an M.D.) 

· · could take the decis.ion. He stated emphatically that there 
.. 

. was no population probl~m in Congo, mentioning the vast 

·unexploited agricultu~al, mi~eral and hydr'oelectrical 

... ·reserves of the co"untry' . but agre~-d. with the diagnosis given 

· - by .. Dr. Immana as· to the prob.lems on the MCH level. He phoned 

' ' the 'Mii-iister' s office· (in a~other building) , so that I. could 

see the Minister himself, but when I arrived there the Chef 

de Cabin~t oi the Minister re6eived us ·in~tead. He assured 

··"'·us that his Ministry would send two 'ciocto~s and that Lagos 

wch.11'd. be ·n~t ified by ·May 2 5 . 

''·'· :,The·;~iast int'erview of the mor'ning was with Mr. Bakongo, 
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It t~rned out that Mr. Bakongo is an old I.L.O. hand, 
, ! ' . ·: ; . i ' 

and as I had worked there some years ago, this proved the 

starting point for a very cordial discussion. Concerning 

·'c-andidates 'for ·chi.cago, I felt that Mr. Bakongo, who is new 

to Ai~ ~~st, was hesitant'~t taking a decision in the absence 

of the. Minfster, Madame Lihau, (whom I finally managed to see 

in extremis the ciay after childbirth, see below). 

In the after~~on, I met Mr. Adolphe Nzeza, Director of 

the Institut National de la Statistique. Mr. Nzeza is him-
. . . . . ' ~ 

se1f--:d.'i'1 ·rngeniEiur des Travaux Statistiques, which corresponds 
. . ,. 

! . 

to the level of Ra-bat ·statisticai. Tr~in"ing: .... ·--· .. 
(Office Phone . '• .. 

N6: · 26.93, B. P. 20, Kinshasa-Kalina). 

the Insiitut National de la Statistique (INS) is part 

of thE O.~.R.b. tOrga~ization National de la Recherch2 et du 

De-~e-loppement) now pa~t of the Ministere d 1 Etat Charge du 

Plan.· The O.N.R.D. has 12 sections -- administrative, legal, 
. . 

ec6n6mic, geo~raphicai~ planning, educational, etc. Formerly 
. . . .:· :·· 

attached to the Presidence, the role of these sections in the 

Pian is not clear yet. 

Congo Kinshasa has never yet had a full census, and it 

is "doubtful. '-th.at they will be able to manage one in the near 
. !. ··.;·;. 

future. 
. ·, ~ . ·.: l .· ('," . 

The INS has prepared a project bot~ for a full 

census (cost 25 million dollars) and for ~ sample survey 
.. ·· · (' ·· ·./ ,:- r; ;•,• f ~ . : ." '. ; 

.. :::'<-r:rampi-1rtg bas.is 1/10, cost estimated at seven million dollars). 
. . . ·.··-

.. _, .· 

• 

----. 
i __ I 

.L 
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Mr. Nzeza gave me a copy of ,qcp~r Pl'.'9jects, and I promis_ed to 
:.:"i 

give them to Dr. Heis~l.whe:i;iI si.opP,ed in.New.York at the 

end of the .month. . I told Mr, . Nzeza that . I· would discuss the 
.' .• J • • ·: • • • ' • • • • ! 

problem of f{~~ri~ial asslsiance at that time. He said that 

,thei~ongo_co~l~Gcont~ibute .. µp. to one~third:.qi the costs of a 

sa,~pl,e Slfryey. · ' . 

The INS ha9. 27 ''agents techniquE;s" frqm Yaounde,· and 

~ .. "adjoints techniques" fr.om the same. school.. .There are 
. ' , . . . . ... . . 

-,(llso .. 4 .. graduates. i:r;i. economics, one-. n in~epieur. Q.es travaux 11 

(Mr~ -Nz~?~) ~ ., Fath~r\ .Bout~-~being the onl:y,.,de~ograph,er :~on the 

_ s;taff •.. The budget:of th,e INS is r;i,diqµJ-9us:j..y_ smci~~·=; .~380,000 
. . . ·- . ' . . ' . . . . . ......... .-. ----~~···-·.:..~.~---····'-~.:.: ... :.: ... - ... ·.:._ .... :: ... _. _____ :_-..-

:,Of whi~h $ 3 20, 9qo r go: for. salaries.• .H.e:i;>e "'.lf3.- .. in .most 9J ~5 ~he 

c,ountries ,visited, the planners hp.ve, not yet, :i;-iea;t.~zed. the 
• • .;, • J '·' • • • • • • • • • • • i • . .. • • • ' . • • ~ .. • 

basi.q _ impo:rtan.ce of ~tat:f.st:i,.cs , ~or .-any :Long:""ri(lnge_.,effqrt. 
• , . : '•' I ' . -· • •. •• • • • •... ,_ __ . ,_,1,, .·' . 

. [ -~ .. :.' 
.. ; ... Mr, Nzeza _confirmed .. that Mr. Wissler was. the .. :m,q.i:r:i. .. reason 

····.·~·· .· ·.·: ·. '.:··· ~ . . •.'.·.:._ •. :· ... _ . .•... t..·.~. -··- ·_: . .::. 

why the KAP survey was not COf!1pleted_~··· He /~e.emed- !,pt~l~¥ 

.,. ;di~enchanted.:.\-?ith.,Wissle~,. mei;itiqriing ~l)at.:Algerian colleagues 

..... , .... has\B:lready ·.?.0~17lained .:;~out,. i.e., ~hat .he .disli~ed ... gc;:dng 

into the _fielq ,and wap. an 11 0:ffic~ .sta.ti,ptician" ., I tried to 

-,-'- s~e. r~;i.erre ·Sales, the Acting :U ._N .• ~esid~nt :R,~pre~~ntc;itive 

.. , ='· ._q):),out th,is , : t.pt : JllY. s ched u:Le VJ.as_ ala El too full. 

>:: J~: - -, . At ,-i;h~ ~ep.d ,of.,tl"le ?ay, ~ visited two,,µf. th7 _ +ocal Church 

_ .. ,, :H~c:il th .... c~nj:ers ,_,wt.7re _,family •. planning is pr act iped. The, ,first 

-. : !:- . I~ 
-· ·- -··- -- -·-·· .. ~ . 
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· ·· ~adam~ Matti~ Nsingani: 
Dispensaire, 70 Rue. Dibaya 
Commune Dendale, Kinshasa. 

(Pri~ate.address: Av~nue Kabinda ~O, 
Commune.Barumbu 

··1'7_,:··· -r- . Tel~ 86-"90) 

.···. 

··
11Marria Matti 11 ·as she is knowri was alas neither at the 

Health Center, nor at home. Dr. Abell had described ·her as 

quite a perscinage, ver~-~ell known locally, and who should 

b~ cert~lnly ohe of.th~ fi~st persohs t6 contact. At another 

-:1oc~l Health Ceriter~ (Dispensair~ d~ liADE~Cb~"~~e du Lac, 

de ·llE661~ Secondaire Protestant~; CommJrie -Ki~t~m£o). f met 

Mr. Constantin ·Karia,·a maie nurse t~airied by D~. Abeil who 

·runs the place. They started family planning about a year 

ago. ··up till now, about 100 women have rece{ved fhe 'io6p 

· C 6rie2third Y'or :the· pill C two.:. thirds) on Ovuie-ri. 'Women· rarely 

ask 'for family' planning and . only come to it :after ii'aving been 

· informed of its ·.3:dvantag~s .: 

Due to the ~er~ detailed arid 66nscientious explanations 

: given at ;these heal th centers,' p'racticaliy all the women have 

com~ back for check-~ps. 'This is remarkabie because fhe 

patients com'e from. a1·1 parts of 't'own·, and is in corttras't' to 

practically all other places: where' I hav'e met ·a'cicfors engaged 

in fami.ly· planning. It goes to· show once rriore that effective 

:he·ai°th education ii the basis of ~uccessful ·family 'piahriing. 
- ' 

Thursday; May 15: I drcve to the Lovart'ium ·'c'iiriic, where 

.Mme. Sophie Lihau, Minister Of Labour, Social Affairs, and 

• 

' 
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Eousing, had just had a littie ~irl (the ~ay before). It 

was a great pleasure to .. see, this old friend rroTii .Geneva 
. . ·. . .. ·: . . . . ·.:·:·. 

University after 5 year,s. I started by saying, "B,on,.??.1lr 
' •. ; ~( . : ... ~- . ~ .-: -~·' -i. . .· f.' .. : ~/ 

Madame ... " (afterall, how does one address an. ex-student 
• - .·. .-.. -- ·~.; -. ·:::;'•!" 

... ··· !.· 

friend turned Ministre d':£tP:t. after 5 years?) but she did 
. . . - - ... ~ ., . ~ 

not take that kind of. _!.l<:msen?.e, so. w~. said. "tuu and used our 
.; .,. ··::_,,,·.: -: ... .: · .. ' .. .·. '! 

Christian names. Despite a very.trying birth, which left 
.... ·· . . '. . 

her quite tir~d, Mme. L~~~:-1 s:~·!'aigl;lt a~ay. st.art.ed. discussing 

the probl~m of scholarships for Chicago~. S~e said~she.would 

very muc~_;· like .. to send" ;3-. ,pers?n,. o!' ~~?.L ~u:t .":that it might 

prove quite difficult at such 'short:- noti<S~ ~ \' , vie '.briefly 

discussed·· family-. plann1ng for-· which ·she had ~ r~al interest, 
·, . , i ~ ' • •' .• 

but mentioned the reiatively strohgopp6sitlon to it~ both 

on the.level of public·opinion.arid.governin~:pt. ·it was an 
. - . . ... , ..... . 

exceptional pleas~re ~q meet t~is qld friend and ~e received 

with the simp1icii~ I had al~ays a~preciated in her at the 

University·.· 
',":":'·,· 

The rest of the day was spent waiting for my plane which 
:·· .. , . . .·-r • . - .• 

arrived: 5 hours Tate cihd w9'.s · :botit~d .~ on_-t6 -Ac~ra, "where I 
..... ·. '. , ... ,. .. . . . . . 

; . ' 

spent !:·the rt~g~~-, :r;et~!ining .·:td '"~cig<?~· the···ne~_t .day~·:: 
, ; ; ~·:·. r: .. ; ._ :· . ' . ~ 

-··~ ·-·. -··~-
Conclusions on the Congo 

.. ~- ; . . . ·•• I• • . · '· ... 

Official attitudes are:stili strongly ·pro-riafalist, and 

this reflects the current majority opinion in the public. 

Here, as in all the other countries visited, the most advan­

tageous approach to family planning is an M.C.H. approach. 
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'" ' 

This is the approach .. take·n ·by :those, i,n t.he Congo currently 

engaged in· family· planning, mos·tly ·pr9te_:;stant he?tl:th: 

: personnel,:· and ·it .might .~~_worth ,goi,ng_ over t[leir. experiences 

in.'a' year 1;s:.' ,time.; wh~n sufficient number of ,women wi11 .. have 

received assistance in qpntraception ·for one~to.attempt a few 

··· preliminary; pibserva~ions ··. 

.. · .. ~ •" ... Regarding possiq·l:e assist;~:nce, I would: see: :t:fle following 

,~eal~~ of action: :. ·: 

. :· .. , ~ 

· 'T ~.. · Scholarships for 4' Cong9lese stude_nts: .. L would 
,. s~gg~st the following: 

.(a) 
: .· 

2 "short-term 11 students for the one-year 
Lova;~~-t · course in· Belgium·,· if the 
curriculum proves suitable. 

(b) 1 "middle-term" student to prepare an M.A. 
with Romaniuk in :Mo·ntre.al. · 

:: · (c)·,. A ·fo'.1,1;r-:th, English-speaking .s.:tudent who would 

~ ·•. ~-

·\:':·· 

receive a scholarship enabling him to 
pre:pare a Ph.D. ~,in the States ·and who would 
hopefully become a future professor of 
demography. 

· · The offer would pl{esumably ha.ve ·to be made to 

.;· _: 

· .. ·-.··.·_:··· 

the Minister of Education, with copies of the letter 
to Mr. Claude Mafema, Vice-Minister. of: ·Education. 
M; Le Vice-Ministre de la Recheche S~ientifique, 
Ministry of. Planning, and R. ~ P .. BQute : (very· i~p.ortant) . 

2. Short-term scholarships for :2' doct9;rs .for 
Houbinont Course in Belgium·.· 

':·····. i ,,, 

·.; r 

- ... 
'. . ,··_, .. :=.: ·.·· 

• 
_, 
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CONCLUS.lONS . 

Introduction: A caution about conclusions 

· These conclusions. must b~gin with a reminder to 

myself'. and the .. reader that: 

(1) This.report relates only to eight French-

$peaking countries in West Af'rica.9 where conditions·are 

dif'ferent from neighboring anglophone countries like 

Nigeria and Ghana. . . " ~- . . . . . - .. ·: . 

(2) My stay iri each :Country. visited was brief; 

and my remarks are impressionistic. But the people I 

. ·interviewed include the best observers I could find~ 

( 3) : I occasionally make observations· in the diary 

that acceptance· of' F ... P .. by the ·public will be· slowed: by 

physical environment·and health environment. These 

observations relate f'or a longer period to rural than 

·urban population.9 ·to illiterate· than to educat·ed populationo 

But r-qr_al illiterates· are the vast majority iri. the region. 

Accep.tance·of F.P. by the elite has begun in the cities of 

each. ·country visited • 

... , (4) :Predictions were,. made ,in· Asia less· than 10 years 

ago.· that ce:rtain qountries would be slow· to adopt ·p·.P. but 

some• of .those ; same countries now have the largest .F .Po 

pJ?og:r>ams in the v1or1d.9 with rural illiterate women 

· prom:i;nent among the adopter-s'o:: ·Therefore one must not ·be 
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dogmatic about, Fr..~:p.ch··spea.$.ing West. Africa~ ... But one. 

can.,as,sert. that most West African countries have no 

population pressure in the Asian sense -- that is 9 

pres.sure of' mari on land·9 or :man. on food9 and these 

are .the_·;easy forms of population problem to recognize, 

West .Africa's population proble'm 9 · Yvhere it exists nci\v 9 

tal{es several more hidden forms o One ·is populati.on growth 

outstr·ipping ecorioJJiic growth, and the pinch con1es when 

Governments can no longer improve their SO<L:,ial services 9 

sucp as schools and hospitals per ·million population, for 

lacl{ of .funds; and jobs can no longer be· found for the 

rising number of yo'ung job seekers.· This ·is a more 

sophisticated ldnd bf. population prohleni9 only beginiiing 

to be discerned b.y .Governments. . A second population· 

•problem relates to heal th~ ··The effect. of closely spaced 

· pregnancies upon the mother's heal th 9 and· upon infant·· 

survival~· has been largely ignored. so·· long: as more than 

50% of all babies died before age five. But '·V'iith the 

vast· and successful: carilpa1gns, organized arid :f.inanced by 

.. e4ter'na~ agencies 9 to control malaria~ smallpox~ and 

measles in West Africa 9 . infant :ffiortali ty ·is dropping 9 and 

the acceptance· of child spacing, even the demand for it9 

.is. likely .to come• more rapidly than most Government he.al th 

authorities can presently anticipate. 

•• 

\: l 

I· 
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Therefore 9 th.is. diary aqcurately reflects whatever 
... 

to..,.day's professional leaders in, French speaking Africa 

feel about to-day's problems, and to-dayvs public 

att.i tudes.. If .these views are not clairvoyant 9 they at 

le_ast reflect to-dayv s reality. One can express nope 
'l l '. . 

that French-speaki_ng Africa's recognition of its special 

type qf population problem 9 where it existsll may turn 

_.into an action program as rapidly. as did the .recognition 

in Asia. But information in this diary would not .favor 

such a conclus.ion. Progress with F .P. in rural areas of 

French'":"spealdng West Africa vrnuld appear. to be very slow 

for a numb er of ye ar s . 

(5) Meanwhile assistance is possible to speed up 

the measurern.ent of population growth 9 to promote Government 

,aw_areness of the .need for population research, to assist 

experimental cli;nics in F .P. where they are requested, to 
. . . 

dev~lop a more permissive attitude toward FoPo as part of 

MCH programs, and to arrange the training of both health 

officers and medical personnel to enable them to recognize 

W~st Africa vs . special .form~ of population problem. 

~hese" iC!ias are spel,led cn~t, in the diary, .. and in the 

·comments viih:ich follow .. 
•: _:·: 
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Cultural attitudes toward fertili t_x* 

After working for over three years on fertility 

problems in North Africa, I was struck by some basic 

differences between the Maghreb and sub-Saharan Af'rican 

concerning cultural attitudes toward fertility. Here are 

a few of the differences ~ noted, at least among the less 

educated classes within the cities of West Africa~ by 

comparison with ·persons of comparable social groups in 

North Africa: 

a. There seems to be little discrimination of 

preference in West Africa concerning the sex 

of new born children. 

In general~ a girl seems as welcome as a boy 

(al though this might vary in areas wh~re there 

has beeri a strong Mo~lem influe.nce). In North 

Africa and numerous other parts of the world, 

boys are much more strongly desired. This can 

lead a woman who has had her "quota" of boys to 

~1In francophone 11 tropical Africa" two ethnic groups 
. only a few miles apart can present strong behavioral 
differences. Nevertheless, these observations 
represent what seem to be dominant patterns in large 
areas of francophone West Africa. One must anticipate 
that structures are breaking down so fast-· that: certain 
habits can change in the space of 10 years or less, 
as they have already begun to change rapidly in 
South Asia. 

• 

-; 
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feel she might wa-rit. to stope This consideration 

does not appear to operate nciw in tropical West 

Africa. 

·b. ··There is little or· no ostracism concerning 

illegitimate children in parts of West Africa 

I.visited (cf. the Ewondo of Cameroon) whereas 

in Islam an illegitimate child has no legal 

status. This is beginning to change in large 

towns of Weert Africa bu·t more it seems because 

such births· interrupt the· studi-es of' young 

adolescent girls ·than for 11 morali1 considerations .. 

c. The woman in West Africa seems to be considered 

d. 

.. 

first of all a potential mother!/ ioeo motherhood 

comes before womanhood 9 and a w6manis erotic 
. . : . 

appeal seems a very secondary aspect in choosing 

a partner u Islamic cui ture on the contrary has a 

long ·tradition of erotic· 1i terature 9 and the 

physical aspect of. the' 'young g'irl is a not 

negligeable aspect. of the marriage choiceo 

This can be 9 at least in Muslini urban culture 9 

a 'consideration leading to contraceptive 

practices~ ·· 

In kbnie areas of West Africa ci great Jaxi ty of 

. premarital sexuai: 'mores 'cfui lead to frequent 
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pregnancies.9 although this would seem in the 

long run to act as a break to high f'ertili ty ·due 

to the depressive effect of' venereal disease~crn 

f'ertilityo 

e. Contraception is culturally legalized in Islam 

and has been for a long time.9 (cf'. El Ghazzali) 

which is certainly not the case in French-

speaking tropical .Af'ricae 

f'. Fertility is the object of' a r.eal cult in parts 

of' West Africa -- one could use without 

exaggeration the term mystique. This comes out 

in a very obvious way in some of' the extra-

ordinary sculptures one can see.9 where sexual 

organs are frequently exaggerated.9 in various 

?ultural practices.9 such as ritual orgies.9 
... 

cop~lation in the fields during the period of' 

sowing.9 etc. Although this might be present 

to a certain extent in some forms of' North 
.. 

African marabutism (a popularized and deviant 

form of' Islam) it is certainly not the case of' 

Islam in general. Romaniuk.9 in his fine book 

on Congolese demography.9 claims that fertility 

is something that is actively sought after~ and 

•• 

. :~• 
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not simply born w.i th: r.esignationa* 

Among other traits which reveal. attitudes toward 

fertility 9 one can mention the a1rnence of :Lnfanticide 

for economic reasons (a practice present in imperial 
· .. · . . . . ' ' .. , 

Chinay Micronesiay among th~ Esldmos, (3tc.) a Habits 

.. like the tapoo on; sexual relatiqns during la9tation 

not only do. not spring froPl a contraceptive motivation, 

but are aimed. at keeping alive the newl;y- born child., 

. Finally,_. there seem t9 be few other societ;Les where 
. . . . . 

·the fe.ar: of.sterility is so obsessive, which is 
... . .. ~-. . . ·. .. . . . 

i1arti~ularly tragic .due to the very -high sterility r~tes 

·one finds (in. certain regions over 50%) o 
. ' . . . 

If one adds to· these a.tti tudes the very h;i.gh 

illiteracy ratio (higher. than any other continent)., the 

.Jow level: of urbanization 9 and the elite view that the 

_population problem is mainly a_ problem of. underpopulation, 

one must conclude that .the esteem for high fertility _is 

lilrnly to remain for some time to come o 

*Aa Romaniul{, La Fertil.i te des Po:gulat'ions 
Go:Q.golaises, Mo~ton~ Pai:is 9 19 7 9 p:2.]2.a, 

•, .: 

' . : . 



How ·to pre9ent FoP. in Francophone West Af'rica 

In countries where leaders are very hesitant 

concerning the use of' f'amily planning 9 it seems important 

to present· ft f'rom the indi vidua1 point of' view~ . Fi·a.nii1y 

planning should be seen as an essential part o:f MCH 9 ' and 

MCH sho~ld be considered inc~mplete without;it. 

For this same reason 9 it is essential that 

organizations working in the f'ield of' f'amily planning of' 

Francophone West A:frica cease to think of' f'ainily planning 

investments and poiicy only in terms of'f'amily planning. 

(This is all the more obvious if' f'ertility limitation is 

the long term aim)o For example 9 the Pathf'inder Fund 

project in Upper Volta (repo"rted in the Diary) ~ight 'seem 

to some 11 pure" :family planners a rather utopian investment 

in terms of 11 contraceptive returns 11 
9 out in my opinion it is 

·the mo'st f'easible approach at this stage. in view of' the 
. ··. 

general sociocultural and economic conditions of'·this 

particularly underprivileged country. In the long run 9 

this Pathf'inder Fund approach is a f'amily planning 

investmento 
.. :.:. '..·!. . # 

Thus·,· also, is- some areas 9 an i~ves'tin~nt in the 

f'ield of' epidemiology is as productive in terms of' its 

long-run ef'f'ects on changing attitudes as any research 

on new contraceptive techniques -- which will not be 

·-

• 
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,Widely adopted as long as. ,high .infa,r,i,t mo.rtali ty .ccmdi tions 
. ':· 

. . ·'·' .. ' .. , ......... . 
are prevalent. 

The AFSC project in Togo consisting in retraining 

i1rnatrones 11 (traditional mi.dwi ve~). is also an indirect 

family planning 1nvestment 9 and should be considered 

so 9 and I hope it will be emulated in other places. 

Preparing the way for family planning.is the most 

important activity at this stage in francophone West Africa. 
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· _Suggested Direction(Lf'or Future Research on PopulatiQ.,n 
Growth and Family PlanniM. in~French-spe~Q.J;_g West Af'rica 

My research suggestions are technical in nature 9 of 

interest primarily to other researchers 9 and therefore 

have been reproduced in a separate memorandum~ obtainable 

from the Ford Foundation in Nigeria. 

For the reader of' this Diary I list below the topics 

on which I of'fered research suggestions: 

(1) Methods of' future KAI? studies in West Af'rica. 

(2) Time lag between drop in f'ertility and desire 
f'or contraception. 

(3) Breakdown in taboo on intercourse during 
breast :feedingo 

(4) Ethnodemographic technique of' Mme. Izard at 
Ouagadougou 9 Upper Volta. 

(5) Study of' child mortality dif'f'erential in 
relation to size of' f'amily~ parity 9 and 
pregnancy interval. 

(6) Need f'or f'amily planning at dif'f'erent stages 
of' economic growthe 



,, 

.· 

:.. 

- 139 -... · .. ---

Government policieEL:Jlnd Laws Relating to .F,amilv 
Planning in French.=,S-12§~ing Coun~ies of West Afr~ 

. . ' ' 

Before my We.st Africa trip I was aware that no 

French-speaking country in West and Central Africa has 

an official policy endorsing and supporting family 

planningo This is true of all 17 French-speaking 

countries of the regiono 

But any statement about official Government 

policies can be misleading. It assumes that attitudes 

within one Government are monolithic 9 or homogenous. In 

fact they are not. 

As interviews in my Diary show 9 official attitudes 

and practices vary widely between officials within the 

same Government. 

One significant ob'servation to be made about each 

country is the attitude of the President tovvard 

population policy and family.planning. In many of these 
\.,, 

countries, the President alone pronounces all major 

policy changes. I was strucl{ in my interviews by the 

wide range of authority attributed to most of these 

Presidents in French-sp.eaking ·countries. Decisions are 

pushed to the top., In several countries I was told that 

the President personally would decide what official 

could attend the Population Seminar at the University 

of Chicago 9 if any. In one country I was told the 

President s~gns gasoline coupons for senior civil servants. 
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Eventuall.y it ·will be; necessary. to open. a discussion . .. '· . ~ . . . . . .. ~ . - ~ . . . 

on popu:J,.ation :policy with each Presidento And this should 

be done only after careful preparation of briefing 

materials 7 careful regard to timing 9 . and. careful choice 

of' emissaries. My Diary reflects much hearsay on 

Presidential attitudes 7 but the Presidential approach 

remains to be made. 

· The legal situation in these countries likewise offers 

a contrast between appeapance and reality toward family 

planning a 

I had read before my trip that every French-speaking 

country south of the Sahara still has on its books a lmv !1 

derived either from France or Belgium in colonial ~ays, 

prohibiting the import 7 . sale, and advertising of 

contraceptiveso My schedule did not permit time for visits 

to the Ministries of Justice, and I therefore cannot 

verify the above statement 9 but accept it as correct. 

Nevertheless!/ I gained the impression that the laws 

are not enforced in any of the eight countries visitedo 

Existing legislation is not likely to prevent the f'.llllction 

of demonstration or experimental F.Po clinics,· and that is 

the limit of foreseeable activity at the moment. 

' 

•• 
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Some Follow-up ActiQ._ns needed on my Tri_,;Q 

Suggestions for . action have been made to me during 

this trip which I think worthy of foliow..:.u:p.,. 

1. P;ofessor Correas' suggestion of organizing an 

African collorgi;uium on Family Planning. Much 

depends of course on the :peOple who are invited~ 

but I doubt that it could do anything but· 

advance the cause of F~Po in Africa. 

2. Give assistance to Abidjan University to the 

teaching of demography there. This would need 

to be :preceeded by a more thorough investigation 

by someone like Dr. Caldwelf. 

3 D Various governments have· asked for assistance in 

the field of demographic sample surveys. If a 
. . 

choice has to be made between various countries, 

it is my impression that Upper Volta would make 

the best candidate;·both because it has an 

energetic and able director of statistics~ good 

technical assistants and a Minister of Planning 
·.· :·r 

who would no doubt kriow how to use the 

accumulated data and feels the lack of itc 

4o ·Two to three scholarships in the field of 



1 _ -

d'emography for Vol tan students would form the 

b,asis. for futur.e demographic research at the 

·Centre Vol taig_ue de la Recherche Scientifiq_ue., 

Hopefully 9 . once·· these students are· trained 9 the 

Centre would receive a grant to enable it to 

acquire a minimUJn.of material and bookso 

5.. In the Congo (K). I noted in the Diary the need 

for some fellowships including: 

2 short-course Congolese to study demography 
at Louvain University~ Belgium. 

· 1 Masters Degree student in demography to 
study under Romaniuk at Montreal u. 

1 Ph.,Do candidate in demography to the 
U.S.A. 

· 2 Congolese medic al doctors' to tal(e the 
Houbinont course on clinical contraception 
in Belgiumo 

6. The 11African French" section of Pro:fessor Bogue vs 

Chicago .summer course on Population could be held 

.in 1970 in Africa.· Following the discussions I 

have had during this trip~ I think the appeal of 

the course would be much greater if it were held 

.in Africa. Tunis would make ari excellent place~ 

due to the presence of a national family planning 

progr8Jil. 

One might· consider shortening the. Bogue French-

language course to one month. Quite a few high-

level civil servants were personally interested 

t 
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in it 9 but had to give up the idea of :participating 

because of the .. duration of the course. 

(In the long run 9 I think it would be worthwhile 

·thinking in terms· of ;rygional annual workshops 1 

i~eu one in Latin Americas· two in tropical Africa 

(French and English) 9 one· for the Mediterranean 

and Middle-East,. one ·for Southeast Asia and the 

Far East. It would enable one to have lecturers 

with a better knowledge of· regional subject 

matter and especially enable the· students to study 

··problems that. are really relevant· to their local 

situationo 
.. 

7o Population Council should Write INSEE·(Institut 

National de la Statistique et des Etudes 

Economiques, Par is) to· obt.ain copies of all the 

demographic sample ·surveys undertaken in French­

speaking countries of tropical Africa 9 if the 

Council does not already have them~ I managed 

to get a few 66pies for Jack Caldwell, but in 

soine countPies they ·only had one single copy 

left. 

8. ··.·This a rather unmanageable suggestion: there 

should be more c~ordlna tion of the acti vi ties 

and especially the visits -- of people interested 
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in family planning travelling in tropical 

francophone West Africao Too much running 

around will in the long run create a 

boomerang effect that could prove harmful 

to the cause of FeP. in this part of the 

world •. }I r~aiize the agents seeking to 

promote FoP. come from diverse organizations, 

of many view points, and subject to no 

overall strategy. By exchange of information 9 

greater unity of method and sensitivity to 

local reactions should be attainableo I hope 

these notes of mine are circulated to others 
. . . 

of similar interest, on a no-quotation basis. 

9o African gynecologists working in the maternities 

of large towns are becoming growingly aware of 

the health problems created by reduced spacing 

of births. Most of them have only very 

incomplete information on contraceptive problems, 

and would be only too eager to receive 

additional training in this fieldo I would 

thus recommend that 2-3 month scholarships be 

offered to people like Dr. Assani (Cotonou) 

or Drs. Immana or Longo (Kinshasa) to acquire 

training in this field. Such scholarships would 

be offered after the individuals concerned have 
. ' ~!· 

rec.ei ved the assurance of their re spec ti ve Ministries 

that they ·will be granted leave. 

' 

• I 
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POSTSCRIPT 

The 50 days of travel reported in this Dairy and 

Qonclusions-~pr~:;ed enormously enjoyabl.e ~ bottl for 
. . ."i .• . . ·. . . 

. . . . . . : .. : ~· 

·professional content ·and personal-:contact. I was moved 

by the kindness, spontaneity 9 and tolerance of the 

officials and medical personnel I met in all franco-

phone countries I visited. I hope for a chance, pome 
. .· .. 

day when my profe.ssional studies are finished to return 

and work in this part of the world. 

; ..... 

Pierre Pradervand 
Lagos".· . 
May 16, 1969 c 

-PeS.2 The Niger Embassy in Lagos informed the:· 
Ford Foundation office while I was in the 
Congo that President Diori's schedule did 
not enable him to receive me in Niamey on 
the only day_ the airlines pepmit.ted me-,to 
stop~-. So the expectations -I had &(eher•ated 
in Niamey must await a return vi_si t • 

" . ' 
·. . '. ; . :: ; ~ . :.. 



L_, 

- 146 .. _ 

Attachment: Lagos 
May 16, 1969 

RECOMMENDED CANDIDATES FOR THE 1969 CHICAGO 

SUMMER COURSE ON FAMILY PLANNING SUB SAHARAN 

FRANCOPHONE COUNTRIES 

The·following 23 candidates are recommended for approval 

by the Ford Foundation and the University of Chicago, if the 

respective Governments grant study leave. 

It is probable that· between half and t~o-thirds of this 

number (that is, between 11 and 15) will succeed in getting 

Government approval. 

If this inqui~~ had begun in January 1969, instead of 

April, it is probable that we could have obtained successful 

candidates from a wider number of countries, and that should 

be our objective in another year. . ' 

DAHOMEY 

1. Dr~ Pierre Boni, Chief Medical Officer,·Dahomean 

Armed Forces, Cotonou. 
. .. ;. I ':j ! ' 

Address: Etat Major des Forces Armee Dahomeanes, Cotonou, 

Dahomey. 

Dr. Boni was Minister of Health under the preceding 

military government. He is undoubtably the most convinced 

family planner I met in Dahomey and his position enables him 

' 

·:: 

-· 
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to. be an opinion maker among people of his country. Being 

responsible for ~he health·6f" appro~imatel~ 30,000 people 

(military and dep,~ndants) he .cari' aiso --~xert some influence 

<:d,n ·.this field in his work .. He struck me as an· exceptionally 

honest person friom the professional.standpoint, and a man 

very sJncerely concerned with.his countryvs welfare. 

2 • Dr. Layassou Assani, Gynecologue-Accoucher, 

· Medicine-Chef de la Materni te, Co.tonou; Dahomey. 

Dr.Assahi could be ohe of the most influential people 
.. 

in -the Ministry of Health,. due to the ke·y p:osition he 

occu~ies .. He is personally deeply concerned by the problem 

: of abortion,' and· sees· family pl:anri.ing as' a possible 

preventive therapy. Top priority for Dahomey, and eVen if 

his Ministry does not appoint him, he may.participate during 

his holidays·~ · .. l 

3~ Another candidate to be designated by Ministry of 

·Health.· 

TOGO 

4. Dr. Gadagbe, Responsable de la Protection 

Maternelle et ·Infantile, Ministere de la Sante. 

: I,-, would rate Dr. Gadagbe as one ··of the three· 'b.est 

candidates T :met during ·the whole trip'; ·:He. has a deep 

personal concern for individuals and ·mothers~ and''{'~ in a 

key pos·i t ion· in his Ministry.· He ::initiated on his own 
i. ·.: . 
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accord a small KAP survey in Lome. He· is a mos·t lively and 

·. likeable. person, with a great sens·e :of humour . 

. 5 ~- •. Dr .. (Mme·.). Florentine· Amen.yran, cl o. ·br. Gada.gbe, 

PMI ,' .·Mrs. Amenyran is· chief medical officer of' a heal th 

sector- near Lome;· (i.e. regional health· director) .. She is 

an obstetrician -and we visi te9 a few :families together with 

Dr. Gada-gbe. · 

6 .• · :·Mrs. Johnson (c/o Dr. Gada'gbe, PMl), i·s ·a French­

trained. midwife who is· responsible for a Health'center of 

.. ---

the Ministry of ·Social Affairs. She has had wide experience / .. 

in both· rural· and urban areas·, a'i-1 excellent midwi·fe o.f · 

· - .superior ability· and intellectually open,;:,,,minded.' ·Excellent 

· · . ·candidate. 

7. Dr. Christophe Quadjovie, Directeur de Cabinet, 

·Ministere·de la·Sante, was recommended ·by Dr. Gadagbe as 

being an influential person. I did not get to see·him~ but 

his position as personal assistant to the Minister would 

make him a.good candidate~ 

IVORY COAST 

. . 8.~ Mlle~- Ekua, recommended by Professor Renaud, 

professor of gynecology; ·is an intern at the materni te, 

H6pital ·de.Trefdhville. :She.will be the ·first w6man doctor 
. -~ 

in :the . Ivory Coast~ 

9. Mr. Kone, also an intern at the maternite, will 

be !!Chef de service 11 next year. 
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. 10 0 Mme-. - Bron is_ a pu_~r..v_ C1J.:J-tl;:>_i_cE(_ who _r_ecei vecl her 

training at the Ecole de Sp..nte ·Publique-. iif Re:h-nes· (France). 

She :"w.rote her diploma paper, ·on- ±he:· need for farriily'-plahning 

-- ; in fibidjan• :Selected. by Professor de Lormas, di°l:'e.ctor' of 

the, Institute of. Public Heal th·> ·Mme: Bron is· aiso ~ife' of 

·the Vice-.-Pr.esident of the Nationa.1 Assembly .. · 

Renaud considers as the best of his students·' and one who 

could ·be .-called· upon- to. do good wqrk if.·~- family planning 

clinic we~e:started in the com±ng yearc(~ possibility).~ As 

he will -be staying for· at:· least .another four years, "I· wbuld 

.. recommend that the ·-nationality not: be considered an obstacle 

to. his· participation.-~, - · 

I. did·· not .get -'to: see <any of· these• candidates, .·bu-f :·'have 

.9qmpl.ete confidence in,·:the judgment df r·rofess6rs Renaud and 

de Lormas. 

.. ' . , .. 
'.': ·~. _.- : . :; ... 

. 1:2~; Dr •. senghor,-: .Dii'recteur- des· Aff:a·ires Sociales ;• 

" : " :.M1n1stere de la Sante .. et d~'s Affa·ires ·Sociales:,' :Dakar, ·or 
someone else· ·friom- Affa-i-Y>.es~ Sciciales :cMinistrY of: He'al th-). 

i 

· .. iD:t'.'.' •. · Senghor. is. the:• cousiri :d'f the President·. · Should he: :not 
\ 

_, . be _:q_bl,e ;to -attend,-: :he._expeicted> to:. send :·either' hi's; as'sistant' 
. { 

Mr. James .Benoit;': s:ous---DirleC:teur d~s"--Affaires ~·Soc·:iales{-'or 
" " 

a good mi?:_~}::f:~ _::f~sm h~,~:l~:r~:L.ce .::· 
. · .. .':; :_:. . I . ·~ :." ... ~· l' 

1 
! 

/ 
\ . / • • • \ : ': : . ~ ·:, --_1 
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13.. Mrs .. Pheabian Whest":"Allegre, Cli!lique La Croix 

Bleu~, B~P.52:1,.8, Dp.kar .- Farin~.I will,-be __ pq.rticipating 

: vriyately .. Mrs .• ll]hest,-Alle_gre has a ,private mater11ity 

. clinic and is well-known.t~ a:J,.l people with an interest· in 

family planning ~n Senegal. She will be going by boat ~o 

the States, and.Mr •. Han~qnhas agreed the equivalent of a 

Dakar-Chicago."'.'Pak~r .(via Paris) . econ?my pla11e ·ticket be paid 

t9 her in Ch~cago~ 

14. Mme. Lena Gueye, . Rues, 6 3, x, SQ .. Bot.q:evarc:l de )a . 

Gue~le, Tap~e, Dakar.. Mrs', Gue ye is chi~f. midi-!ife i!l • 

Dr •. Correa~ s~rvi9e at the Ho~ital le D~ntec. .She i~ an 

iJ1tellige~t and _energei; ic woman, poli t ic:ally. :very ipvol":ed, 

{she is a member of the Bureau of the Natj.onal .. Women's 

Un~on) and I .consider her an excellent candidate, who will do 

her utmost to get things moying whe.n sh.e has acquired .. the 

necessary knowledge. 

15. Mme. Caroline Diop, President de la Com.miss-ion. des 

Affaires Sociales,, Assemblee Nationale,. Dakar. J'1rs. Diop 

. i_s the. only woma_n_memb~r of the Nation.al Assembly. As such, 

q.nd as pres id~_nt _of ... the Social Affairs Commission of that 
. _!' ., 

' 
assemb~y, . she ho.lds. _a J<,ey posi_rtion. Mme .. Gueye r.ecommended 

her wa.rm.ly a,s ,t~eing personally\. int,erested_ in, family ·planning 

and b~~ng a_per~on with considarable influence. . . . . ! . 
16. Someorte from the Direction de la Sante (to be, 

\ 
\ 

nominated by Dr. Papa Gaye, (Coun\sellor Technique). 
"\ 

\1 

1 

' 

= 

_-=:,.i 
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UPPER VOLTA 
.. 

. ···- .. - ·•······ .... 

No candidates. 

NIGER 
.·"' : 

. . . : ·. ; ~ 

17. Mme. Safiatou Noma, Bureau du P.P.N~,:R. .. J).A. Niamey, 

Niger. Madame Noma is General Secretary of th€ Women's 
I . • , • : ' ~ : : 

Union (a se?tion of the Pary-Part Popular~ Niger:Len du 

Rassemblement Democratique African) .and wife of the Minister 
· .. ~.. . ,. .. ' 

of Defense. She struck me as an exceptionally perc~ptive 
·:·.:·:. .. : . 

person and is in a key posi~i.on. Should she be unable.to 

attend, she will designate someone else from the Women's 

Union. 

18. Mme. Monique Diallo, Maternite de Niamey, Niamey, 

Niger. Madame Diallo is an alert, intelligent midwife with 

a keen personal concern for family planning. It is thanks 

to her that things started moving when I was in Niamey 

(see report) and she would certainly have a responsibility 

should a family planning clinic start in Niamey. 

19. Someone from Affaires Sociales to be designated 

by Mme. Dupuis, Directure des Affaires Sociales, Ministere 

de la Sante. 

20. Someone to be designated by the Commissariat 

National au Developpement (N. Diallo Abdoulaye is the 

Commissaire General an Plan, Niamey). 

21. Dr. Moussi, Chirurgien-Chef, Hopital de Niamey. 
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CAMEROON 
··; :· .. 

No candidates designated yet Ministry of Health has 
,.. --··· 

asked official request but time available makes it doubtful 

. of ·r~~:ul ts. 

~O-Ncfo'···( KINSHASA) 

. :, : 

·.:. ,. 

:. > .... ,: 

Two candidates to be named by the Minister of 
. . . . . . . . 

Labour~ Social Welfare and Housing. The Minister expressed 
j"( 

interest,' bui it is doubtful that time will permit clearance 

bo~~ in the Congo and at Chicago. 

: _:" 

:·,_ 

.r·· ·,, . ·~ .. _, 

... 
a 

I ' 
I : 
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Attachment: Lagos 
·: :: _March 2 7 ,_ .. ,1969 

j" . .!'. 
•', ·'. 

TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR ... PIERRE PRADEBVAND •· 

TRIP TO WEST AFRICA MARCH-MAY 1969 ,., '. 

: ' ... , ., . , .... ·.· .·:-· 

The purposes of your· v-is it ~.Jiil ·covet< four· different 

activities, listed below, of which;- the first· is: the most 

important' and it is unlikely thi:it you wil·l accomplish all 

these act ivi t-ies .. for· all - the. countries' visited. 'Nevertheless, 

we would'like to receive whatever tnfbrmatiort·you are able 

to obtain on each of these· four purpo·ses·: · '.:, :_, 

< i) -Retruit" candidates· -for· the Bogue seminar. 

(2) Visit Gove'l'.'hm:eht- and private-··ins·titutions and 

; . lnd'ivid'til:i'.181' which::' nlight' provide irirorrnation and 

.-~-jud'ginents::on :the -d:emographic situatio·n,· and'·-

·family- planning>.- - '"(' ~ ·~ .. 

( 3) Pi;epare n-o:te·s ·ore the demographi¢ situation in 

-- •. ,e·a.ch couri'try .- · 

.. · .... :•.•(4) "Prepare· note·s-:6n the family: pla·nn-ing situation 

. ~ . r . . ~- , .. .... ·· ... . : _; . 

Each of these four purposes _.is ifurth'er' :discussed :1n a para-

graph be'iow .- ,,_. i ~- · '· · -_ {' .' ·~ . ' 

. - ..:'.:_; ., :-(1:i: ·ln· s·eek'.Jin·g'-'candidaot-~s 'for :the· Bogue: seminar, we 

leave entirely to you ·ari:d ;:Dr-~- '-B-dg-"ue the :cr·itet.,,ia of 
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candidates you are seeking. Any candidate that you consider 

suitable, and who can obtain study leave from his employer, 

the .. r.:-ou.'nd'ati~n will :attemp".t tb; finance•· .. -· .. 
•'.'!' ... -

(2) · The·" in·s·titutiotis ·you n;ight n6rm·a:1iy seek to visit 

to obtain demographic information, and information about 

family planning.; would. include: 

Ministry of Hea-1 th . 

· Ministry_of Planning . '. 

)fospitals,. MCH c.J;inics, private and Government 

. -.:.·. doctors, midwives, medical schoolq, midwife 

training schools, e-tc. 

Government statistical agency concerned with 

census and vital statistics. 

: ( 3 )- . Notes on demographic s-i tuation. to be submitted to 

the.Ford Foundation,would include the follo~ing, wherever 

you find it possible to gather s_uqh information: 

Data qn population and_population growth. 

Information on past census,_future;census, and 

· .: observation. o:r:i -the competence -of -both the agency 

and the personnel responsible for census. 

Same for vital statistics. ·.· . 

Social science research on demography,,with~ ".( 

comment. on capability of institut~onq; indtviduals 

engaged, and publications. '' ., : : .. 

l­
{} 

- ...:·• 
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"' Attitude of Government economic planners toward 

population growth and population policy. 

List of people you interviewed, and indication 

whether they are useful for future contact. 

(4) Notes on family planning situation may be omitted 

wherever you find that questions on this subject are not 

welcome. If inquiries prove possible, the following 

information would be useful: 

r Government policy toward population growth and 

family planning, including existing le_ws; and 

whether laws are enforced. 

Institutions and individuals offering family 

planning services. 

Extent of contraceptive practice in the country, 

as estimated by local people. 

Any existing medical research on contraception. 

Would this country be likely to ask for a 

Population Council mission to advise on 

population growth and consequences? 

List of people you interviewed, and indication 

whether they are useful for future contact. 

~------


