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Data Ecosystems are socio-technical 

complex networks, infrastructure, an-

alytics and applications in which ac-

tors interact and collaborate with each 

other to find, capture, archive, analyze, 

publish, consume, or reuse data as well 

as to foster innovation, create value, 

and support new businesses. Different 

stakeholders including producers, us-

ers, funders, infomediaries play differ-

ent roles in making data ecosystems 

function.
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The survey was 

administered to 

CSOs operating in 

data ecosystems 

across Sub-Saharan 

Africa. 

Survey Participants
Participant CSOs areas of Focus in the Data Ecosystem

Note: Most CSOs have initiatives across all identified areas of focus



50% of surveyed 

CSOs implement 

cross-Sector data 

initiatives 

Thematic Focus Areas of Surveyed CSOs

Note: We did not receive responses from CSOs working in the Agriculture and financial 

sectors. 



CSOs and the 

Covid-19 

Pandemic

Activity and Operations
• Most activities that involved face-to-face interactions either stalled due to the pan-

demic or moved online. For most CSOs, remote working has become a norm with rota-

tional working helping ease office traffic.



CSOs and the 

Covid-19 

Pandemic

Data Collection
• Most CSOs had to delay or postpone their data collection processes while others 

moved the exercise from face to face to alternative channels. Very few decided to cancel 

data collection altogether.



CSOs and the 

Covid-19 

Pandemic

Data Availability, Access and Collaboration
• There has been increased access to data published by the CSOs.

• There has also been increased use of online platforms for engagements and innova-

tive ways for disseminating information to a wider audience.
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Thank you to all CSOs who participated in this survey!
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