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Introduction
CPRsouth has been active since January 2007, forming and encouraging policy intellectuals
from across Asia and Africa through young-scholar academies, conferences and community
and network facilitation.1 This specialized workshop was organized to capture the experiences
of CPRsouth alumni who have gone on to influence policy in their own countries for use in
future online and face-to-face activities to advance the objects of CPRsouth.
In addition, it created opportunities for experienced resource persons (from the “demand
side” of the research-to-policy relationship) from India, Myanmar and Sri Lanka to share
valuable insights with the selected alumni and also contribute to the video and textual
narratives that were developed. In general, CPRsouth has tended to give greater weight to the
value of evidence and rational argument (logos). Here, through the capture of stories, we also
sought to give weight to emotional appeal (pathos).
Ten alumni who had gone through the academy program and whose experiences could be
used to educate Young Scholars in the coming years participated in the two-day workshop in
Sri Lanka wherein they shared their learnings with each other. Writers and videographers
captured the stories, which are to be used in future academies and on the web. The meeting
procedures are given as Annex 1. Profiles of the resource persons are given as Annex 2. The
statements of the CPRsouth alumni are in Annex 3.
Sujata Gamage and Thavisha Perera-Gomez facilitated the workshop activities. Given the
relevance of the subject matter to LIRNEasia researchers and their experience in taking
research to policy, a few participated in the daytime discussions.

Selection of Participants
Input from a tracer study conducted in 2016 and another conducted in 2018, as well as grey
literature helped identify 42 participants who had gone on to influence policy in their
countries.
A subset of high-performing participants from the above group were invited to the workshop
based on their experience. A call for participants was sent out to the other participants
identified through the tracer study to submit a 500-word statement on their experience in
taking research to policy, successfully or otherwise. This was sent via email and publicized
through the CPRsouth Facebook page.
The participants selected in the first round were also requested to submit this 500-word
statement. Statements from 15 participants were received. Four were from Africa. A total of
11 alumni were invited to the workshop, with one person declining the invitation due to an
injury that limited his travel.
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http://www.cprsouth.org/
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Participants and Resource Persons
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Babu Ram Aryal
Babu Ram Dawadi
Bonface Witaba
Don Rodney Ong Junio
Hasib Ahsan
Ibrahim Rohman
Isuru Samaratunga
Mary Grace Mirandilla-Santos
Onkakame Mothobi
Payal Malik
Ranjini Mei Hua Sri
Rohan Samarajiva
Samali Perera
Sujata Gamage
Thaung Tin
Tharaka Amarasinghe
Thavisha Perera-Gomez
Vineet Handa
Yashothara Shanmugarajah
Yudhanjaya Wijeratne

Nepal
Nepal
Kenya
Philippines/Macau
Bangladesh
Indonesia
Sri Lanka
Philippines
Botswana/South Africa
India
Singapore
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Myanmar
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
India
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka

CPRsouth Alumni
CPRsouth Alumni
CPRsouth Alumni
CPRsouth Alumni
CPRsouth Alumni
CPRsouth Alumni
LIRNEasia
CPRsouth Alumni
CPRsouth Alumni
Resource Person
CPRsouth Alumni
Resource Person
LIRNEasia
Resource Person
Resource Person
LIRNEasia
Resource Person
Resource Person
LIRNEasia
CPRsouth Alumni

Young Scholar Academies Represented
The academies represented by the alumni who participated at the workshop have been
highlighted in grey.
#
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

YEAR
2007
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018

CPRsouth (ASIA)
Manila, Jan
Chennai, Dec
Beijing, Dec
Negombo, Dec
Xian, Dec
Bangkok, Dec
Port Louis, Aug
Mysore, Aug
Maropeng, Aug
Taipei, Aug
Zanzibar, Sep
Yangon, Aug & Sep
Maputo, Sep

CPRsouth (AFRICA)
Cape town, Apr
Nairobi, Apr
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2. Course Format
Day One
Prof. Rohan Samarajiva commenced the first day of the workshop by welcoming the
participants and outlining the main objectives of the workshop. He noted that the workshop
would place an emphasis on interaction and not speeches. He reiterated that on Day 1, when
the participants lead the discussion, they were to briefly share one example of policy
engagement.
Dr. Sujata Gamage moderated the first session,
‘Influencing specific telecom policies or policy
decisions’. Grace Mirandilla Santos (Philippines)
who attended her first CPRsouth conference in
Manila in 2007 as a young scholar and then
participated several times as a paper presenter
spoke about the critical junctures of her career
as a policy researcher. She emphasized the
usefulness of leveraging networks.
Ibrahim Rohman (Indonesia) who has also attended multiple CPRsouth conferences shared his
experience working with government noting his role as a ‘nice yet critical friend’ of the
government. Don Rodney Ong Junio (Macau/Philippines) who attended his first CPRsouth in
Bangkok in 2011 as a young scholar and then participated as a paper presenter in Mauritius
and Zanzibar, shared his experience in building on connections formed through the Young
Scholar program.
The second session, ‘Influencing specific cyber policies or policy decisions’ was moderated by
Thavisha Perera-Gomez. The first speaker was Bonface Witaba from Kenya. He attended the
CPRsouth conference in Taipei in 2015 as a young scholar. He shared his experiences of policy
advocacy initiatives, noting his role in opposing a controversial ICT Practitioners Bill (2016),
which was sponsored by Majority Leader and Member of Parliament (MP) Aden Duale. The Bill
aimed at establishing an ICT Practitioners’ Institute charged with registering, licensing ICT
practitioners, and approving training programmes.
Babu Ram Dawadi (Nepal) who participated as a Young Scholar for Maropeng in 2014
addressed the gathering in the same session speaking of his work in telecom. He shared his
experience and he emphasized that his interest towards the policy research increased after
joining Young Scholar tutorials.
Yudhanjaya Wijeratna (Sri Lanaka), a young scholar who also attended the program in
Maropeng in 2014, and subsequently returned as a paper presenter at the last conference in
Maputo also shared his experience on cyber policy work, outlining the need to make
policymakers informed consumers of research.
Influencing policy through mainstream & new media was the next session and Thavisha
5

Perera-Gomez moderated this session as well. Ranjini Mei Hua was the first speaker in this
session and she attended the CPRsouth in Mauritius in 2012 as a young scholar. She shared
her journey towards ICT4D outlining her experience in conducting research on migrant
workers in Singapore. She emphasized the benefits of tapping into the CPRsouth community
when conducting research/writing news articles. Wijeratne who participated in this session as
well, spoke about his work on the control of hate speech in social media outlining lessons from
Sri Lanka.
Dr. Gamage moderated the final session of the day, ‘Influencing policy by leveraging the
strength of organizations.’ Onkakame Mothobi (South Africa/Botswana), and Hasib Ahsan
(Bangladesh) shared their experience in this session. Mothobi participated in the Young
Scholar program held in Yangon, Myanmar in 2017. He spoke about both supply and demand
side research that he engaged in and his personal growth after participating in the YS
academy. Ahsan, who was a young scholar in 2011, explained his own encounter through his
voyage. He highlighted his main research work with USAID on Agriculture Extension Support
Activity Project in Bangladesh.
Half of the participants used slide sets when sharing their stories. The links to their
presentations have been included below:
− Babu Ram Dawadi: Influencing ICT Policy Decisions – Experience of Nepal
− Grace Mirandilla Santos: Critical Junctures - Opportunities for Policy Change and How
to Seize Them
− Hasib Ahsan: ICT Based Policy Influence in Bangladesh Agriculture
− Sri Ranjini Mei Hua: My Journey into ICT4D
− Onkokame Mothobi: Influencing Policy by Leveraging the Strength of Organization

Day Two
Day 2 of the workshop placed an emphasis on interactions between resource persons and the
participants. Participants stepped out during various points of the sessions for the interviews
that were conducted by the Creative team.

The first session of the day focused on reflections by the resource persons on what was shared
by CPRsouth alumni on Day 1. Dr. Gamage moderated the session and all four resource
6

persons briefly shared their comments. Some of the comments were:
− The importance and the value of CPRsouth conference, particularly the role of the
Young Scholar Academy in molding strong demand-side researchers to influence policy.
− Not waiting for the government to take decisions. Policy influencers should focus on
decision-making entities such as Telcos and Facebook—Find out all the possible ways
without waiting for one person or one organization.
− Decision making power is vested in different people in different countries. It is
essential to identify where the power actually lies when addressing officials.
− ‘Forum Shopping’ was stated as a thing that should not be done by a researcher, but
one had to do it sometimes.
− One small mistake will be enough put down all the credibility. Therefore, working with
government officials should be done with extra care.
− Communication part was also mentioned as being as important as all the rest of the
work in taking research to policy. As communication helps to bring the research to the
public, it will give attention to the hard work that has already done. It was also
mentioned that external pressure from public would really helpful for policy makers to
implement the policy.
− Policy change does not happen over night. It is important to be patient and not to give
up.
After the tea break, a more informal session commenced with Prof. Samarajiva facilitating the
discussion which revolved around the following topics:
− Identified the audience
− When to intervene
− Obtaining resources for your work
− Building own capacities
− Building credibility
− Coalition building
− Mentoring
− Web-based platform for CPRsouth alumni
The importance of identifying the target
audience, be it regional or national
government or other entity, was
stressed. It was noted that the message
had to be tailored to the specific
audience. Within the target audience, it
was noted that it was important to
identify the specific human beings the
message would be addressed to. It was
acknowledged that within different
entities, the role and the power of
different individuals would not be the
same, even if they held the same title or designation. There was also discussion around when

to intervene with one opportunity being to capitalize on policy windows that open up.
Another option that was identified was to create demand for the research.

7

In terms of synergies, the benefit of leveraging networks and coalitions when seeking to
influence policy makers was highlighted. Having the backing of multiple organizations would
add weight to your argument. It was noted that organizations need to be strategic when
deciding whether to take a stance as a coalition or as multiple individual organizations. The
benefits of having good mentors who could invest in the researcher’s journey was also
highlighted.
Prof. Samarajiva concluded the workshop by thanking the resource persons for taking time out
of their busy schedules to spend two days at the workshop sharing their insights and
experiences in taking research to policy. He thanked the CPRsouth alumni for sharing their
stories and for their contribution to future academies.

8

3. Profiles of Resource Persons
Rohan Samarajiva
Rohan Samarajiva is Chair of the ICT Agency of Sri Lanka (the apex government body for ICT),
Founder Chair and former CEO of LIRNEasia, and Chair of CPRsouth. A former regulator and
head of a policy implementation unit, he has taught at universities in the Netherlands, Sri
Lanka and the US.

Payal Malik
Payal Malik is Advisor Economics and Head of the Economics Division of the Competition
Authority of India, on leave from the University of Delhi. She is a member of the CPRsouth
Board and a Senior Research Fellow of LIRNEasia.

VIneet Handa
Vineet Handa founded and leads Kaizzen Communications, a PR and digital media agency
based in New Delhi which specializes in serving knowledge-intensive clients. Kaizzen has
worked with LIRNEasia since 2005, most recently in helping disseminate AfterAccess research.

U Thaung Tin
U Thaung Tin gave leadership to Myanmar’s successful telecom reforms as Deputy Minister of
the Ministry of Communication and Information Technology. He currently heads KMD Co. Ltd,
a leading computer sales, service and training enterprise.

Thavisha Perera-Gomez
Thavisha Gomez is research manager at LIRNEasia, responsible for coordinating CPRsouth,
Ford Foundation-supported research and the Global South big data network.

Sujata Gamage
Sujata Gamage, Senior Research Fellow at LIRNEasia, has been in charge of CPRsouth’s
redesigned Young Scholar Academy for the past two years. A former government official and
academic, she advises several government and civil society organizations. She holds a PhD in
Chemistry and a Master’s in Public Administration and has taught at Sri Lankan and US
universities.
Note: Tracy Cohen of South Africa was scheduled to participate as a resource person but had
to cancel at the last minute due to professional demands.
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4. Profiles of CPRsouth Alumni
Babu Ram Aryal
Babu Ram Aryal is a practicing lawyer with focus on Telecommunication, Cyber Security, Cyber
Crime, Media Laws and Intellectual Property laws. As a law and policy consultant Mr Aryal has
led various ICT and Media Law related law and policy-making initiatives at national and
International level. He attended the first CPRsouth in Taipei as a Young Scholar and then
participated as a paper presenter at the last conference in Maputo.

Babu Ram Dawadi
Babu Ram Dawadi has had numerous engagements in the field of ICT in Nepal where he has
had the opportunity to conduct research on the state of current RTDF utilization and provide
recommendations on broadband deployment at Rural Nepal. He attended the CPRsouth
conference in Maropeng as a young scholar.

Bonface Witaba
Bonface Witaba has taken part in numerous policy advocacy initiatives including successfully
campaigning against a controversial ICT bill tabled in Kenya’s parliament. He attended the
CPRsouth conference in Taipei as a young scholar

Don Rodney Ong Junio
Don Rodney Ong Junio aims to help shape the global agenda on how to tackle the gender
digital divide ICT access, skills, and leadership. He notes that CPRsouth helped him to be
mindful of and take advantage of policy windows. Don Rodney first participated at CPRsouth in
Bangkok as a young scholar, and then participated as a paper presenter in Mauritius and
Zanzibar.

Grace Mirandilla Santos
Grace Mirandilla Santos exemplifies the young researcher who engages the policy process
with good effect from the outside. She is an influential figure in Philippines broadband policy
debates, advising Senator Bam Aquino and testifying at numerous hearings of the legislative
committees and the regulatory agency. She attended the first CPRsouth in Manila as a young
scholar and then participated several times as a paper presenter, including at the last
conference in Taiwan.

Hasib Ahsan
Hasib Ahsan is the co-author of an op-ed with Ibrahim Rohman. Hasib has been successful in
his role as the agriculture lead at mPower Social Enterprises, an ICT centric organization that
runs projects in multiple countries from its base in Bangladesh. His projects are large scale and
touch a lot of lives. He has stated that CPRsouth has made a contribution to his success.

Ibrahim Kohlilul Rohman
Ibrahim Kohlilul Rohman is the exemplar of taking ideas to the media space. He is also very
good at building relationships, having co-authored with numerous researchers he has met at
CPRsouth. He has attended multiple CPRsouth events.
10

Onkokame Mothobi
Onkokame Mothobi has sought to influence ICT policy formulation in numerous countries. He
has developed policy briefs that have initiated conversations about affordability of Internet
services in Botswana and South Africa. He attended the CPRsouth in Yangon as a young
scholar and then participated in Maputo as a paper presenter.

Ranjini Mei Hua
Ranjini Mei Hua helps organisations make better decisions, using analytics-driven insights. She
enjoys both quantitative and qualitative data analyses, and finds that an integrated approach
is key in solving interconnected challenges. She has collaborated with Ibrahim Rohman on an
article about the challenges of e-government implementation in Indonesia. Ranjini attended
the CPRsouth in Mauritius as a young scholar.

Yudhanjaya Wijeratne
Yudhanjaya Wijeratne is a science fiction author who has most recently been nominated for a
Nebula award. As an author and a big data researcher, he works at the “intersection of
academia and public policy.” He participated in CPRsouth in Maropeng as a young scholar, and
subsequently as a paper presenter at the conference in Maputo.
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5. Evaluations
The course evaluations can be seen from the figure below. The rating was based on a fivepoint scale ranging from 1-abysmal to 5-excellent.
Other comments have also been included

Feedback on Logismcs arrangements
Meals
Locamon
Room
Travel Arrangements
Interacmon with LIRNEasia staﬀ
0.00

1.00

2.00

3.00

4.00

5.00

Feedback from participants and resource persons
1. The workshop is a perfect arena to build and rebuild the network. It is just perfect the
way it is.
2. The workshop is just right. Packaging your research and capacity building in the
research ecosystem is extremely vital.
3. Very useful and excellent event to learn best practices from colleagues. Story
presentations inspire. Interactive nature makes sharing knowledge more effective.
4. The workshop was well-organized. The speakers and participants were very engaged. I
will go back to my institute having learnt new things. A great learning experience for
me overall. I found the sharing of experience and friendly discussion/ informal
discussion over breaks and lunch with resource speakers and other participants really
useful.
5. The conference was well organized and provided ample information on issues relating
to how we can communicate our research in a simple manner such that we can attract
policy makers interest. It also showed the importance of young scholar program on
young scholar as majority including me, have shows that indeed they are driving the
policy and their work.
6. The workshop objectively set to share experiences and research activities of alumnischolars. In that aspect, it is awesome. I got very good opportunity and platform to
share my past/present work and future plan in research ahead. Actually, I realized that
young scholars are more engaged in policy research, implementation and execution
within south Asia. I am particularly happy getting updated with policy works that my
colleagues have done and going to do.
7. It was very helpful, and I learnt a lot of relevant things for my corner. There were
12

inspiring experiences and stories shared by participants. Interactions with the
participants were also helpful to learn how can we build ourselves to be prepared for
the next step of introducing the policy makers. Since the sessions were more
interactive, hence we could clarify the unclear ones
8. I think breakout sessions for the CPR participants to interact with each other in smaller
groups would be valuable in forging new connections and relationships and potential
collaborations. Second day panel discussion was a bit long, best to have breakout
informal sessions instead of formal panel structure
9. The overall knowledge we gain was most interesting and useful, both from demand
and supply side. An addition on PR communication made that quite useful.
10. The workshop is very helpful in bringing together a rich source of personal experience
and bringing up humans from different countries. I like the structure of the program
and topics and the effort to keep the topic during the discussion. Collecting and
documenting the stories in a good way to trace the impact of CPRsouth and that can
benefit for policy researchers outside the program as well.
11. The workshop was wonderful. The resource person engagements were also wonderful.
12. The workshop was a refreshing change for policy intellectuals to discuss the challenges
faced in translating research to policy. The CPRsouth platform is an important
facilitation of building capacity for actionable research.
13. One word to describe this conference is wonderful. Excellent platform to engage, filling
gaps between converting the research to policy. For me personally it was an eye
opener.
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Annex I Workshop Agenda
nd

March 2
09000930
09301100

Topic

Lead responsibility

Framing the workshop and
introductions
Influencing specific telecom policies or
policy decisions

Rohan Samarajiva
Grace Mirandilla Santos (Philippines); Ibrahim
Kohlilul Rohman (Indonesia); Don Rodney
Ong Junio (Macau/Philippines). Babu Ram
Dawadi (Nepal); Moderated by Sujata
Gamage

11001130
11301300

Break

13001400
14001500

Lunch

15001530
15301630

Break
Influencing policy by leveraging the
strength of organizations

Onkakame Mothobi (South Africa/Botswana);
Hasib Ahsan (Bangladesh). Moderated by
Sujata Gamage

16301700
17001900
1930March 3rd
09001030

Identifying narratives

Vineet Handa and Rohan Samarajiva

10301100
11001300
13001400
14001530
15301900

Influencing specific cyber policies or
policy decisions

Influencing policy through mainstream
& new media

Bonface Witaba (Kenya); Babu Ram Aryal
(Nepal). Yudhanjaya Wijeratne (Sri Lanka).
Moderated by Thavisha Gomez

Ranjini Mei Hua (Singapore); Yudhanjaya
Wijeratne (Sri Lanka). Moderated by
Thavisha Gomez

Time for interaction with story makers
Dinner together
Reflections on what resource persons
heard on Day 1 & questions to
participants
Break

Vineet Handa; Payal Malik; Rohan
Samarajiva; U Thaung Tin. Moderated by
Sujata Gamage

Conversation continues while some
participants are interviewed
Lunch

Moderated by Sujata Gamage

Two take-aways each from resource
persons (2 X 4)
More interviews

All resource persons. Moderated by Thavisha
Gomez
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Annex II Meeting procedures
1.0

2.0
3.0

4.0
5.0

The meeting will be conducted in a roundtable/rectangular forma
1.1
On Day 1, the resource persons will be interspersed among the participants.
1.2
On Day 2, the resource persons will be seated together at the head of the table.
Statements about their policy engagements by the 11 participants will be circulated
beforehand.
Throughout, the moderators will ensure that the emphasis is placed on interaction, not
speeches.
3.1
On Day 1, when the participants have to lead the discussion, they are expected
to talk for 5-10 minutes about ONE example of policy engagement, successful
or not.
3.2
On Day 2, when the resource persons have the stage, they too are expected to
be brief in their comments and leave enough time for interaction.
Based on the material circulated and the travel schedules, interview slots will be
arranged with each of the participants, including during tea and lunch breaks.
The cameras will try to capture some of the interactions between participants and
resource persons. Some additional footage may be recorded as required.
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Annex III Statements from Participants
Babu Ram Aryal
Babu Ram Aryal, a Kathmandu based ICT and Media lawyer, has a strong presence in AsiaPacific region as cyber law, Internet law, cyber security and Internet freedom expert.
Recently, Mr. Aryal participated as regional expert in a roundtable on "ICANN and its
Accountability" jointly conducted by Department of Information Technology, National
Internet Exchange of India (NiXI) and Centre for Communication Governance at National Law
University New Delhi in 13th March 2014. He presented the issues of the transition of IANA
function and ICANN Accountability at regional level. Similarly, he was ICANN fellow for
ICANN 52 meeting in Singapore where ICANN discussed the contemporary issues of IANA
steward transition, DNSSEC and Internet Governance. Mr. Aryal Lead Researcher for
Affordability Index, 2014 conducted by World Wide Web Foundation for six Asia Pacific
countries (Nepal, Myanmar, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Thailand and Malaysia).
Some of major international participation in recent past are: "International Conference on
Cyber Law, Cyber Crime and Cyber Security", New Delhi, 20 November 2014, "International
Internet Law and Practice Workshop", 10-11 September 2014, Asia Pacific Regional Internet
Governance Forum, New Delhi, 3-6 August 2014, Chapter Workshop, ISOC-APAC in Malaysia,
in 2014, "Open Government Partnership (OGP) Asia Pacific Regional Conference, Bali,
Indonesia, 6-7 May 2014. "Conference on Freedom of Expression for Civil Liberties in
Bangkok, Thailand from 21-23 November 2013. "Workshop on Criminalization of Speech and
the Defence of Journalists" at National Law University, Delhi on September 7, 2013, "Cyber
security, surveillance and hate speech online – key issues that need to be addressed in
governance in order to protect Internet freedom of expression", Bangladesh, November,
2012, Internet Governance Forum [IGF], 6-9, November 2012, Azerbaijan. South-south
learning visit on Internet and Freedom of Expression, New Delhi, India, 20-22 September
2012, "Trial Assistance Training" organized by Media Defence - Southeast Asia (MED-SEA) in
Cambodia from 4-8 September 2012. Stockholm Internet Forum on Internet Freedom for
Global Development, Stockholm, Sweden, 18-19, April 2012. South Asian Network on
Internet and Freedom of Expression Meeting in New Delhi from 2-3 March 2012. South Asia
Expert Meeting on Internet and Freedom of Expression, in Kathmandu from 2-4 November
2011, Expert Meeting on Freedom of Expression in Internet, New Delhi, India, 2-3 March
2011, INET Delhi, India 16-17 September 2009.
Mr Aryal has contributed many ICT law and policy initiatives at domestic level. Mr Aryal was
team leader for "Drafting Unified Information Technology Bill-2013" (2013) and "Reviewing
Information Technology Laws in Nepal" (2013). Similarly, he was lead researcher for the
research "Use of Criminal Laws to Curb Freedom of Expression Online in Nepal" (2012)", and
research advisor to the research "Mapping Position of Internet and Freedom of Expression
in Nepal with reference to UN Special Rapporteur's Report to UN General Assembly" (2012).
He was also team leader of "Analysis of Nepali Legal System from E-Governance perspective
and Drafting E Governance Bill, 2011".
Mr. Aryal has travelled some of major Asia-Pacific countries as an expert of the domain like
India, Bangaladesh, Singapore, Thailand, Cambodia, Malaysia, Azerbaijan, Indonesia, Sweden
and Finland and has experience of working with LIRNEasia, Foreign and Commonwealth
16

Office, UK, DANIDA, IfEX, Internet Society, USA, Web Foundation, USA, Global Partners
Associates, UK, Media Law Defence Initiatives (MLDI), UK, Article 19, UK, Point of View, India,
VOICE, Bangaladesh, ICANN, USA.
Why And How I Can Play The Role Of Expert In Asia Pacific Region
With invent of information and communication technology, the dynamics of the civilization
has been changed rapidly. The World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) has also
recognized information and communication Technologies (ICTs) as transformational
technologies and as important enablers for social and economic development. While ICTs
have grown tremendously and an increasing number of people are joining the global
information society, major differences in ICT uptake and use persist – the digital divide
therefore remains a key impediment to development.
A digital divide is an economic and social inequality according to categories of persons in a
given population in their access to, use of, or knowledge of information and communication
technologies (ICT). The divide within countries (such as the digital divide in the Nepal) may
refer to inequalities between individuals, households, businesses, or geographic areas,
usually at different socioeconomic levels or other demographic categories. The divide
between differing countries or regions of the world is referred to as the global digital divide,
examining this technological gap between developing and developed countries on an
international scale. Digital Divide is huge when we compare global north and global south.
There is huge disparity in the access to ICT at national level as well.
The Geneva Plan of Action (2003) promotes the use of ICTs for the achievement of
internationally agreed development goals and targets specially encouraging connectivity,
adapting primary and secondary school curricula to meet the challenges of the information
society, ensuring access by the world's population to ICTs, including television and radio,
supporting the development of content and facilitating the presence and use of all world
languages on the Internet.
To achieve certain goals and targets set out in various international commitments like WSIS
and Millennium Development Goals for the minimization of digital divide, significant
interventions from state and non-state actors are required. International organizations and
forums like Internet Governance Forum, ITU, ICANN have been playing significant role to
achieve the target with the collaboration of domestic stakeholders. As the objective of CPR
states, it facilitate the creation, sustenance and continuous advancement of policy
intellectuals capable of informed and effective intervention in ICT policy and regulation
processes in specific country and regional contexts in the south, broadly constituted by the
Asia-Pacific (AP), Africa (AF), Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC), the Middle East and
North Africa (MENA) and Central Asian regions (CIS). It also works in the area of develop
capacity, stimulate interest, and promote research and systematic study in information and
communication technology (ICT) policy and regulatory issues in the south. This is major
intervention for narrowing the digital divide.
With this background, I strongly believe that my knowledge and experience on the subject
matter could be very useful to the Information Society, especially in Asia Pacific region
17

because I have good understanding of APAC region. I've travelled major countries of APAC
region and good network and relations that are significant assets for the objective.

Babu Ram Dawadi
This is my pleasure to apply for the two days’ workshop going to be organized by CPRsouth
regarding capacity building on policy matters and i would be happy if i get select on this
program.
I am the CPRsouth young scholar participants of tutorial/workshop and conference program
held on Meropeng-South Africa in association with ReserachICT-Africa during the period from
10th to 12th Sept. 2014. Being an ex-employee of Nepal Telecommunications Authority and
hiving higher interest on communication policy, I am continuously involved in the ICT policy
making, research and consultancy regarding ICT enhancement of Nepal within south Asia. My
interest towards ICT more attracted after I had successfully participated the
conference/workshop program organized by CPRsouth-2014. The research workshop boosted
me up in carrying out quality research in the field of computer science and information
technology. I had successfully completed my master’s thesis in public administration from
Tribhuvan University Nepal and presented/published a paper entitled “ICT Implementation
and Infrastructure Deployment Approach for Rural Nepal”
(https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-319- 40415-8_31). This is the part of
outcome being influenced by CPRsouth program. I worked with Nepal Telecommunications
Authority (NTA) regarding ccTLD .NP domain administration and management, Government
roadmap for IPv6 network migration in which i was able to publish a paper (title: Government
Roadmap for IPv4 to IPv6 Network Migration: Case of Nepal) regarding the migration policy
suitable for Nepal (https://www.nepjol.info/index.php/JIE/article/view/14696). Similarly, NTA
is on the action with procurement and tendering process to implement the project
“Telecommunications Traffic Monitoring and Anti-Fraud System” at which I was involved as
the consultant system architect to design the concept and prepare overall specification with
procurement document.
I also worked with National Planning Commission-Nepal as a consultant researcher to carry
out the research on “Status Measure and Proper Utilization of Rural Telecommunication
Disbursement Fund (RTDF) Towards Digital Rural Nepal” in which the major objectives of this
work was i) Measure the properness of current RTDF utilization, ii) Identify the best modern
standards and technologies towards broadband deployment at Rural Nepal.
I am the active researcher and worker in the field of ICT from Nepal. Recently my research
proposal entitled: “Transformations to Future Networking with Broadband and IoT
Implementations: Status of Nepal and Steps Ahead (TraFNet)”
(https://www.researchgate.net/project/TraFNet) has been approved by University Grant
Commission-Nepal with a research grant of Nrs 400,000/- to complete the research by 2020. I
am working as a principle research investigator on this research project. This project has major
aims to Find the position of Nepal regarding Broadband deployment, SDN/IPv6 migration &
with policy implementation and to Analyze the future network transformation challenges and
recommend the solution for Nepal.
Currently I am the visiting research fellow of Norwegian University of Science and Technology
(NTNU) under the research award scholarship from NTNU-Energy for Sustainable Social
Development project in which I am carrying out research on “Energy efficient ICT network
deployment in the rural ICT expansion of Nepal”. Similarly, I am awarded with Nepal Academy
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of Science and Technology – (NAST) Research fellow till the end of 2020 to carry out research
on “ICT infrastructure transformation planning”.
Based on my above background, I hope my participation on the CPRsouth Capacity Building
Program would be more productive for me to have efficient research further in the filled of
communications and policy as well as contributory to share my experiences in the forum.
I request you to consider my application to participate in this capacity building program and
provide opportunity to share my experiences.

Bonface Witaba
As a Web Foundation grantee, Kenya ICT Action Network associate, ICANN Fellow, and past
iHub research consultant, I have taken part in notable policy advocacy initiatives:
FASTAfrica
This Web Foundation campaign sought to highlight the importance of Internet access and
affordability to development and human rights. As the grantee and Internet policy working
group lead, I was charged with bringing together various Internet stakeholders (ISPs,
government, academia, civil society), in effort to foster a multi-stakeholder approach dialogue
around access and affordability. Kenya ICT Action Network (KICTANET)
As an associate of KICTANET, the convener of Kenya Internet Governance Forum (KIGF), I
actively take part in ICT policy discussions, public comment, and have even successfully
campaigned against a controversial ICT bill tabled in Kenya’s parliament.
Additionally, I have been a strong proponent of Kenya’s proposed data protection bill. Internet
Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN)
As an ICANN fellow from the civil society stakeholder group, I am a member and part of the
Non Commercial Users Constituency (NCUC), Not for Profit Operational Concerns (NPOC), Non
Commercial Stakeholders Group (NCSG), bodies that are responsible for developing and
recommending to the ICANN Board substantive policies relating to generic top-level domains
(gTLDs)
iHub
I was part of iHub’s administered Bill & Melinda Gates, Swedish International Development
Agency (SIDA), and Ford Foundation’s joint research on Government’s responsiveness in the
Age of ICTs. This research sought to evaluate the effectiveness of various Kenya government’s
e-government platforms vis-a-s service delivery to the citizenry. The research also aimed at
providing policy recommendations to the government, especially as it pertains to citizens’ data
privacy.
Schools of Internet Governance (SIG)
In 2018, I co-founded and co-convened a Women’s SIG, and a national youth SIG, whose
overarching aim is capacity building of the Next-generation of Internet Governance leaders
(organizers, researchers, and speakers) aged 18-35, who will then lead IG and policy related
discussions at national, regional and international levels.

Don Rodney Ong Junio
CPRSouth has provided me with the skills, knowledge, and network to meaningfully participate
in ongoing academic and policy discussions in the field of ICTD. I attended CPRSouth 2011 as a
Young Scholar when I was still at the early stage of my career as a researcher. It has been
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more than five years since I first got introduced to CPRSouth and I credit my continuous
engagement in the field to the seeds of curiosity that were planted back then.
Throughout my professional journey, I was fortunate enough to find institutional homes that
are aligned with my research interests and that I was given the space to conduct research at
the intersection of technology and development. Having said that, influencing policy is still an
ongoing target for me since most of my outputs have been academic in nature rather than
“advocacy-type research” where the goal is to specifically influence policy. However, I’ve had
some experience putting my research beyond the traditional academic community and I have
done so with some success. One research that comes to mind is the paper that I wrote on
broadband policies while I was an intern at LIRNEasia. I was able to present the paper in a
CPRSouth conference. Because of that paper, I was also invited to sit in a panel in an Asia-wide
industry conference (in Singapore) discussing broadband policies in the region back then and a
by-invitation workshop on broadband policies (in the USA). Reflecting on that experience, one
key ingredient that made that paper resonate beyond academia is because of the timeliness of
the subject. Deployment of broadband infrastructure and drafting of national plans were high
on the agenda of policy makers during that time. In that regard, I was able to take advantage
of a policy window- a key concept I picked up at CPRSouth and something that I consciously try
to look out for as I go about in my research.
Currently, I am working as a senior research assistant at the United Nations University
Institute on Computing and Society. One of my contributions to the institute is in drafting
parts of the inaugural report of the EQUALS coalition on the gender digital divide in ICT access,
skills, and leadership. The report aims to help shape the global agenda on how to tackle the
gender digital divide. Beyond contributing to the report, I have used the EQUALS blog to write
about the gender divide in ICT access. While the policy impact of the report has yet to be
quantified, continuously participating and engaging in these conversations is importantanother key message that I have learned from my interaction with CPRSouth.
In more ways than one, CPRSouth- its capacity building component and the community itselfhas been an invaluable source of learning and support for me as I strive to continuously refine
my skills as a researcher interested in ICT and development.

Hasib Ahsan
Experiences:
I have been working as a practitioner and researcher on ICT4D, ICT Policy and Governance for
more than 8 years. I was involved in ICT solution design, development and implementation
within ICT4D such as e-Agriculture, e-Health, mHealth, ICT in water and sanitation, mLivestock,
ICT based M&E, ICT based livelihood etc. Before coming for a PhD in Denmark, I was the
Director of e-Agriculture at mPower. Some of the service level products went from design
thinking to implementation, to research and policy level. So, I would like to summarize some
of those projects which reached at policy level or at sustainable execution level on 4 ICT based
specific domain - Health, Agriculture, Water and Sanitation and Livestock.
Agriculture sector: Back in 2013, from mPower, along with two other partners named CARE
Bangladesh and DAM, we bid for a 5 years long project funded by USAID on e-Agriculture. I
was the ICT Head of Operations of the project. From the project, we developed a total ICT
based agriculture ecosystem and came up with multiple services like web and mobile based
Agriculture Knowledge Bank for AIS (Ministry of Agriculture), mobile app based remote agro
consultation, offline diagnostics app, Digital service diary and visualization for DAE (Ministry of
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Agriculture), video-based extension, sms based advisory – a total 9 holistic services. We
applied the Human Centered Design (HCD) and co-creating approach for those services, then
developed the applications and implemented it among 1,10,000 farmers in the country. Later
we did impact evaluation research with University of Illinois (UIUC). Some of the services are
part of the Govt.’s existing services already like Agro Knowledge Bank.
From late 2015, we started two projects (Each project 3 years long) on satellite and remote
sensing data driven early warning and agro advisory service. Netherlands Space Office (NSO)
and Ducth Govt. was the funding organization. I was the Team Lead from mPower and
implemented these two projects with Wageningen University (Netherlands), input company
named lal teer and some other satellite image processing partners and Govt and NGO
partners. To find business and sustainable case as a service, we partnered with one of the
biggest input suppliers named as Bayer Crop Science and already worked in two seasons.
In 2018, we started two climate resilience projects in Nepal and Bangladesh to implement
Geodata driven agro advisory service to 36000 farmers. The project in funded by World BankIFC and it already started to implement as a commercial service for a Private company in
Nepal.
Health sector: I started my career at ICT based social Enterprise named mPower back in early
2011 and involved in a research on mobile based telemedicine service (mHealth) with a
prominent NGO named Friendship. They basically provided health services in one of the
vulnerable areas like riverine islands (Through Floating hospital and satellite clinic), Refugee
crisis areas etc. I was part of the research from mPower to study remote health consultancy of
doctors using J2ME application. After some successful pilots, mHealth becomes a part of their
main HealthStream service. They updated the apps and ccording to their website information,
they serve 1,25,000 patients per month and mHealth is a part of that service delivery.
Besides, also worked in Mobile-enabled Breast Cancer Case Finding Project in Bangladesh with
International Breast Cancer Research Foundation (IBCRF), USA. Setup a hospital in Bangladesh
and mobile app-based service become a part of their health service.
Under the funding from Rockefeller Foundation, as a Program Manager from mPower, I was
involved in a project named “e-Health Policy mapping in Bangladesh” where our research set
an idea to DG-Health, Ministry of Health for initiating e-Health policy in Bangladesh.
Livestock: Back in 2012, while working for one of the biggest livelihood projects named as
SHIREE which was funded by UkAid, from mPower, we few of the colleagues developed the
idea of an ICT based livestock service named as mLivestock where we used a smartphone
application for remote veterinarian advisory. I leaded two pilot projects and ultimately it
became a wing for the organization. Later on, organization started to work with FAO, Ministry
of Livestock and Fisheries. And also started a mLivestock business around it.
Water and sanitation: I was the Team Lead from mPower for a water professional capacity
building project named as DeltaCap with University of Delft, Netherlands, Wageningen
University, Institute of Water Modeling and BUET. The project was an assessment part of large
Bangladesh Delta Plan 75 years long program. Govt. already passed deltapan policy in
Bangladesh.
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Ibrahim Rohman
Like in other countries, the decision-making processes related to any legislation in Indonesia
are reviewed and approved by the legislative body (Bahasa Indonesia: Dewan Perwakilan
Rakyat). However, there is a peculiarity in Indonesia like probably happens in other developing
nations too, the legislative body supposed to represent people at large is often
disproportionally represented by good quality of parliament members.
Consequently, as the quality of parliament is rather low, they become the source of the
bottleneck in many legislation processes. They need a lot of time to negotiate as vested
interests from many stakeholders are involved (e.g. Businesses and political parties)
ICT sector is one among the victims. Yesteryears issues in Indonesia are not well addressed.
Such as the topics related to infrastructure sharing, pricing, termination rate, mobile number
portability, analog broadcasting switch-off etc. This prohibits the country to reap the benefits
from a more efficient telecommunications industry.
One among several experiences I had, the task given by the Ministry of ICT in 2016 was the
most memorable one. I was asked to talk in front of the media on the impact of mobile
termination charge. For many years (until today), the problem is not solved as the push and
pull forces are not mediated. The incumbent opined that they have invested a lot of capital
expenditure in the Eastern part of the country so that the calculation of the costs as the
reference point for the termination rate (the LRIC model) should be based on their capital
expenditure. On the opposite, the smaller operators argued that the demand in the eastern
part of Indonesia is still unclear prohibiting them to invest. So, setting the LRIC based on the
incumbent cost would have been “subsidizing the incumbent investment”. Why would we
have to subsidize their investment? Why would we have to take into consideration the
expensive costs of investment in Papua to determine the termination rate where 80% usage
are in Java and Sumatera.
I just tried to present both the theoretical and evidence-based analysis on the issue so that
stakeholders (including media and parliament) have the common ground. First, conceptually
telecommunications are two-sided market by which the price between the operators should
be reflected by the retail price to the consumers. Second, the cost charged by operator A to
operator B, is a revenue for operator A and a cost for operator B. Therefore, in most in balance
traffic, there will be a zero-sum game in the industry: where the cost associated to make a call
is compensated by the revenue. Hence, whist at the industry level the profit might remain the
same, the welfare gain is foreseen if the retail price is reduced and there is no waterbed effect
channeled from the reduction in MTR.
This conceptual understanding is enriched by some evidences in Africa where operators were
in fact making profits just after the MTR reduction. During the later stage when MCIT brought
this issue up to the parliament, I was still asked to assist them. I share my idea that MCIT
should draft the most pedagogical way to explain these issued in front of parliament.
The issue is still on hold until today, but I am very proud that at some points I have tried my
best to shed light on the discourse with the data, theoretical foundation and evidence-based
analysis benefitting a long-standing relationship with other researchers working on the same
issue in the other part of the globe.
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Mary Grace Mirandilla-Santos
My advocacy work in Philippine telecommunications and broadband policy reform is anchored
on research, but the value added is the insights gathered from consultation with industry
players and civil society organizations, and engaging government institutions.
It all started in 2014 when my former boss and mentor in the Philippines, Jaime Faustino,
connected me to the staff of neophyte legislator, Senator Bam Aquino, who was looking at
possible solutions to the slow and expensive Internet services in the country. After a meeting
with the Senator and a few more briefings with his staff, Sen. Aquino conducted a hearing in
May 2014 for the Senate to investigate and craft legislation to address the identified
problems. To rally more support and gather more insights from other stakeholders, I brought
other civil society organizations into the consultations, such as the Internet Society and
Democracy.net.ph. This will prove to be crucial in the long run, not only in bringing in the
numbers but for public relations as well. With more organizations pushing the same agenda,
Congress and the executive branch cannot ignore what is being proposed.
What followed was a series of more hearings and Sen. Aquino putting pressure on the
National Telecommunications Commission to initiate a process to craft and issue regulation on
broadband quality of service. Because a high-profile national legislator, who happened to be
the cousin of the President at the time, was spearheading the process, the NTC was forced to
conduct consultations on Philippine broadband’s quality of service. This critical juncture
presented an opportunity to researchers, like me, to introduce the framework of broadband
quality of service experience (QoSE).
Representing LIRNEasia, I submitted official comments on draft regulation and participated in
the public consultations, hearings, and technical working group meetings. I worked closely
with LIRNEasia, particularly Shazna Zuhyle, whom I have never met in person, to draft and
finalize comments for submission to the concerned institutions. Such is the power of a virtual
organization and ICT that people can collaborate and effect reform despite the geographical
distance.
In August 2015, the NTC issued a memorandum circular on measuring and publishing
broadband quality of service. While this is considered a victory by some, to me it served as a
baptism by fire into the world of policy research and advocacy. It helped me see first-hand the
battleground that is the policy process. I learned through this experience that policymaking is
not a linear or straightforward process because different groups with varying, and oftentimes
contrasting, interests influence policy. The value that we, policy researchers, add to the
conversation are technical advice and evidence-based recommendations. The key is to be
armed and prepared with data and analysis at any time.
Following this engagement, I have been involved in numerous other legislative reform
initiatives in Congress for the past two years, submitting comments on bills, serving as
resource persons in hearings and briefings, and advising staff members on how to address the
country’s Internet service problem. Among the bills filed, I have provided inputs to the
following:
• Free Internet Access in Public Places Act (approved by Congress and signed into law by
the President, August 2, 2017)
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•
•
•

•

Mobile Number Portability Act (approved by both houses of Congress, November 2018;
for the President’s signature)
Open Access in Data Transmission Act (approved by House of Representatives,
November 2017; pending Second Reading in the Senate, as of February 9, 2019)
Amendments to the Public Telecommunications Policy Act (approved by House of
Representatives November 2017; pending Second Reading in the Senate as of February
9, 2019)
Amendments to the Public Service Act (approved by House of Representatives
November 2017; pending Second Reading in the Senate as of February 9, 2019)

As the years passed, I was able to work with a core group of volunteers (and pundits) from
local civil society organizations. Eventually, I proposed to convene a coalition called the
“Better Broadband Alliance,” which aims to support and promote policy and regulatory
reforms to bring better broadband services in the Philippines. The BBA is supported by
partners, including non-profit organizations, business chambers, broadband industry
associations, tech-related organizations, and groups representing large broadband consumers.
Apart from participating in Congressional initiatives, I also made it a priority to engage the
Executive Branch who promulgates ICT policies and enforce the law. After attending several
public consultations and actively submitting comments on draft documents issued by the
government, in April 2018, I was hired by the Department of ICT to be its consultant on the
National Broadband Plan policy and regulation. Today, I continue to advice one of DICT’s
undersecretaries on policy reforms that will help open up the market for faster and more
efficient broadband development.
A huge part of policy advocacy work is going out there to develop a network of people who
share your interest and can potentially contribute to the fight for better Internet. So, I say yes
to media interviews, I provide inputs to columnists (and write my own blog), I speak in
conferences, give briefings, and attend small meetings. This creates a rippling effect, as more
and more people see your name and recall you as the go-to person for telecoms and Internet
issues. I know this is a challenge for some researchers because we would rather write than
speak. But clarity and succinctness, coupled with good timing, I have learned, are very
important elements to getting the message across. And, many times, policy is about the right
messaging.

Onkokame Mothobi
After failed attempts to submit a paper for presenting at CPRsouth Conference, I was invited
to participate in the CPRsouth Young Scholar Programme held in Yangon Maymamar, 2017. As
per the programme name “young scholars”, the programme hosted international
policymakers from government and NGOs, academicians and officers from private institutions
who are “young to the field”. The two and half days’ intensive program focused on the
following components: Introduction to communication policy research and mechanics of
policy research and gave more weight to the formulation of policy.
One of the lessons learnt is that effective policy change efforts are not based on fancy
methodologies but rather in data and research. Critical to policy research is the availability of
data, which is needed to identify and demonstrate a problem or issue. These are some of the
things that kept coming throughout the course.
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Once the problem or need have been identified, there is a need to secure and communicate
data to support your analysis. Research and analysis are also needed to identify policy options
or approaches. In many cases, you will be required to assess existing policy proposals, identify
the range of policy options, and select the policy approach that is most likely to succeed in the
environment.
The CPRsouth Young Scholar program has contributed a lot to my professional development
and helped me in my new role at Research ICT Africa as a policy researcher at that time. By the
time I participated in the program, I was definitely a young scholar with limited knowledge on
policy research. However, the information obtained from the sessions gave me a new
direction on how to conduct research and more specifically on how to conduct research for
evidence based policy formulation.
Using the communication technologies learnt from the program in my work at Research ICT
Africa, I have authored a number of policy briefs and policy papers, published in Research ICT
Africa website, which have influenced policy formulation in a number of countries. In 2017, I
authored six policy briefs, focusing on mobile pricing, access and usage of communication
services for the following African countries: Botswana, Rwanda, South Africa, Tanzania,
Lesotho and the Southern African Development Countries. These policy briefs initiated
conversations about affordability of Internet services in Botswana and South Africa. In
Botswana, the government issued a directive for operators to reduce prices by half after our
study showed that Internet prices in Botswana are unaffordable and high among African
countries. Following two more policy briefs and a policy paper, The State of ICT in South Africa
authored by Alison Gillwald, Broc Rademan and I, I was summoned by the South African
Competition Commission to partake on the data market inquiry public hearing. Some the
authored policy papers have been used by the South African Parliamentary Committee,
Namibian Regulatory Authority, The Ugandan Competition Commission, Lesotho Regulatory
Authority and the World Bank, an evidence that the authored policy papers indeed
communicate with relevant stakeholders and are used to influence policy.
Other than proving a learning space, the Young Scholar program provides opportunities to
networking.

Ranjini Mei Hua Sri
The call for papers from CPRsouth 2012 provided an opportunity for me to collaborate with a
fellow researcher from Indonesia on a policy paper about e-governance in Indonesia. The
paper investigated the potential of mobile phones for e-governance and brought to the fore
various issues that inhibit the adoption of e-governance in developing countries. It emphasised
the importance for understanding and meeting citizens’ needs and priorities in the application
of e- governance. The paper also looked at the relationship between citizens and state
institutions in examining citizen engagement as a process that goes beyond just voicing an
opinion, but also participating in decision-making processes.
Since CPRsouth 2012, I kept in contact with fellow young scholars from the programme and
collaborated with Ibrahim on an article about the challenges of e-government implementation
in Indonesia. This was published in July 2015 in The Jakarta Post. The article highlighted that
the existing ICT infrastructure in Indonesia serves only a small minority of the population, thus
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more could be done for pro-poor development. The article also identified user experience
issues with government websites such as the paucity of relevant and easily accessible
information available.
Furthermore, there is no contact information provided on most government websites, and no
standard response time for which users can expect their enquiries to be attended to. Finally,
another problem is incomplete databases; the availability of long-term data and the
commitment to make regular updates on the databases are often ignored and the only way to
obtain the missing public data is to purchase it from relevant government agencies. Despite
the multitude of issues with the e-government infrastructure in Indonesia, it has seen some
success with the launch of certain initiatives such as LAPOR! which is an anticorruption tool
that allows citizens to report on the malpractices of Indonesian government (via website, app
or SMS). The team behind LAPOR! is the Presidential Working Unit for the Supervision and
Management of Development. While I cannot solely attribute the improvements in egovernment implementation to the policy research and op-eds that I had contributed towards,
I can at least say that the articles that we had published in academic journals and on the local
newspaper would have garnered some attention towards the issue. Therefore, CPRsouth
provided a catalyst for my interactions with fellow scholars in the region and enabled us to
collaborate on issues related to communication policy in Asia. Further, I had also co-authored
a paper on “International Migrant Workers’ Use of Mobile Phones to Seek Social Support in
Singapore” and written an article on how technology can empower women which was
published in the South China Morning Post.
In terms of my career since CPRsouth, I served as a Policy Officer in the Ministry of Social and
Family Development where I was part of a team that aimed to evaluate and improve policies
to support families that need social assistance. Following that, I worked at the UNDP as a
Knowledge Consultant for the Global Centre for Public Service Excellence, where I wrote a
policy paper on innovation in the public sector. I also served as a Consultant with the British
High Commission where I evaluated the UK-Singapore science partnership and provided
recommendations on how to improve the partnership over the next ten-year cycle.

Yudhanjaya Wijeratne
I joined the Young Scholar family in 2014; in Maropeng, to be exact. Africa in my head was
some sort of romanticized cartoon cobbled together from the Lion King movies, and it was
with both awe and trepidation that I stood before the vast brown spaces of Maropeng and
saw the African sun sink into the horizon. I was, at the time, what some would call a journalistslash-blogger. A confusing identity. I had helped create Sri Lanka's first tech news network,
and on weekends I blogged about things the mainstream media at the time did not want to
cover - about racism, about political fractures in our country, about the appalling lack of
competent government services. I was also, to be quite frank, tired. Shouting into the void,
even when a couple of hundred thousand people read your work every day, is demoralizing. At
the end of the day the likes, the shares, the comments did not matter. The system was not
fixed. But for the first time, at Maropeng, I met people who were fixing the system. I listened
to stories from the other Young Scholars - people from all over Asia and Africa - and I began to
understand for the first time the global scope of our problems; and I listened to those who
organized CPRsouth and glimpsed this network of people pulling together. These were not the
kind of people who were shared or retweeted or hailed as celebrities. But their work mattered
in a way the accolades did not. CPRsouth changed my thinking. Upon my return, I changed the
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kind of work I did. I began to pay more attention to the moves of government actors and to
engage them in public and private fora. I learned to recognize gaps and fill them - such as
when Colombo Financial/Port City dropped its shroud of mystery (my investigation into it is
cited in Wikipedia) or when the 2016 floods hit Sri Lanka. Instead of blindly railing at injustice, I
began to interrogate systems more closely and propose solutions. And when the time came
and I had the skills to do so, I walked away from a job at a Silicon Valley corp (which by now
would be making me richer than most 26-year-olds on this island) to join the people who try
to fix the system. Who do it because they must?
CPRsouth taught me what was important.
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