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WHY NOW ?

SDG 17 Partnerships
‘a stronger commitment to partnership and cooperation is needed to achieve the Sustainable Development
Goals. That effort will require coherent policies, an enabling environment for sustainable development at all levels and
by all actors and a reinvigorated Global Partnership for Sustainable Development.’

Previous learnings from
Next Generation activities
Successful strategies:

 Co-producing research and knowledge
 Working with and through Bridging Experts

 Finding entry-ways through Embedded Gateways
 Creating spaces ‘interface’ for dialogue, learning, meeting and exchange
 Driving collaborations through funding (and funders’) priorities

 Keeping lines of communication open

Previous Learnings
from Next Generation
activities(Continued)
Challenges:
 Structural challenges

 Power differentials
 Differing orientation and priorities
 Different skill-sets

 Varying degrees of stability in funding and
financial status
 Personal biases regarding academics or
CSOs

Regional North American
/\
Observatorio Project
• Highlights similarities and
differences between the regions
that can support or hinder
collaborations.
Leading questions
•

•
•

What differences, in terms of funding
mechanisms, institutional supports, networks,
and structured opportunities for academicpractitioner exchanges exist between the
two countries?
How might these influence the frequency or
effectiveness of collaborations?
Are there differences in academic
organizations and scholarly associations
that might affect collaborations?
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Key Characteristics
of the US Context
• Competing interest

• Liability of US Universities
• Resource scarcity
• Polarised political environment

• The influential role of alumni networks
• Leading role of the global health sector
• The lack of an umbrella association for IDS

• The splintering of the contested IDS
academic field into multiple disciplines

What are the
similarities &
differences
with the
Canadian
context?

Funding Landscape in
Canada and the US
The role of the
Tri-Councils &
Beyond in
Canada
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Lack of explicit reference to
CSO-academic collaborations
in the US
“Unlike the research funding agencies, USAID emphasizes
multi-sectoral partnerships as a way of maximizing
development impact. However, its partnership approach
appears to be predominantly focused on private sector
engagement.”

“Research funding agencies
in both the US and Canada
include provisions for
collaborative work, often
described as
interdisciplinary, yet neither
approach has as robust a
framework as the one the
Economic and Social
Research Council (ESRC-UK)
has developed to advance
research impact through
encouraging collaboration.”

Recommendations
For Funders

For Facilitating Organizations

 Explicitly target non-academics
and civil society organizations
as research partners.

 Test pilot programs within your
memberships.

 Create new funding windows
to applied research.
 Encourage research produced
with rather than on people, and
urge researchers to embrace
sharing information rather than
disseminating results.
 Develop and offer resources to
help researchers identify what
impact is and how to achieve it.

 Build CSO capacities in
research methodologies.
 Map formal partnership
agreements.
 Hire staff with strong academic
backgrounds.
 Lobby academic funders with
successful partnerships.
 Foster collaborations between
platforms of academics &
platforms of practitioners.

Next Steps
Launch a new research initiative: The political
economy of research partnerships in Canada: A
multiple-case study
1.

What are some of the characteristics of structures, systems, and conditions
that either contribute to or prevent fair, equitable, effective and
impactful research partnerships?

2.

How do power dynamics play a role into academic-CSO research
partnerships in Canada?

e.g. Who controls the means of production of knowledge?

Breakout discussions – guiding questions
Q1 - What are the main structural constraints (funding
opportunities, institutional support, etc.) in multi-stakeholder
partnerships between academia & CSOs?
Q2 - How could we improve our collaboration over the full
course of the project/research cycle?
Q3 - Do the key characteristics of the US contexts reflect

your own experiences? What would you add?
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