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May 12, 2013 
2011 Dame Nita Barrow Visitorship Report 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 This grant supported the visit of Shanthi Diariam, the fourteenth Dame Nita Barrow 
Distinguished Visitor to OISE/UT and the initial development of ‘Friends of the Dame Nita 
Barrow Visitorship’ to enhance the sustainability and impact of the Visitorship. 
 
I.  VISITOR – SHANTHI DIARIAM 

In 2011, we were very pleased to host Shanthi Dairiam as the fourteenth Dame Nita 
Barrow Distinguished Visitor.  Shanthi Dairiam is an internationally renowned expert and activist 
in women’s human rights, a member of the CEDAW (Committee on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrimination Against Women) from 2005-2008. She has served as a women’s rights 
expert for key UN agencies such as UNDP, The Office of the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, UNIFEM and UNICEF and has provided technical services to governments in the Asia 
Pacific Region, Africa and Latin America assisting them to build capacity for the implementation 
of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (also 
CEDAW).   

In 1993 Shanthi founded International Women’s Rights Action Watch Asia Pacific 
(IWRAW-AP) and served as its first Executive Director until 2009. IWRAW-AP is an 
independent, regional and international non-government organization (INGO) based in Malaysia, 
which monitors and facilitates the implementation of the CEDAW.  IWRAW-AP’s “Global to 
Local” program, which supports women’s NGOs in attending and presenting information to the 
CEDAW Committee, has created unprecedented engagement between civil society organizations 
and the UN Human Rights system. 
 Shanthi Dairiam spent the Fall semester from September to December 2011 in residence 
with the Centre for Women’s Studies in Education and the Adult Education and Community 
Development Program at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education of the University of 
Toronto (OISE). During that time she taught a graduate course in the AECD Program, presented 
a high profile university wide public lecture as outlined in the grant proposal and engaged in a 
range of other significant activities as part of the Visitorship. 
 
 Graduate Course in the Adult Education and Community Development Program, OISE/UT 

In her course titled: “Women’s Human Rights: Equality of Opportunity and Equality of 
Outcomes” Ms. Diariam introduced twenty students from across the University to the CEDAW 
Convention. She taught the students how CEDAW is used by women, including marginalized 
women, around the world and how to frame women’s issues within a women’s human rights 
framework. The course was very successful. It greatly enhanced the students’ understanding of this 
important area and made a significant contribution to the conceptualization and realization of a 
number of the students’ theses. For the course outline see:  
http://www.oise.utoronto.ca/cwse/UserFiles/File/2011_Shanti_course_outline.pdf 

http://www.oise.utoronto.ca/cwse/UserFiles/File/2011_Shanti_course_outline.pdf
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 Fourteenth Annual Dame Nita Barrow Lecture, November 10, 2011 
 On November 10th  Ms. Dairiam presented the 14th Annual Dame Nita Barrow Lecture, 
titled: “Women’s Human Rights:  the Promise and the Reality—A World View from Women’s 
Global and Local Organizing,”  at the Ignatieff Theatre of the University of Toronto. The lecture 
was introduced by Patricia Cummings-Diaz from FORWARD (For Women’s Autonomy, Rights 
and Dignity) a local group of women who are or have been without Shelter. This group presented 
a Shadow Report to the CEDAW Committee  in Geneva during Shanthi’s term. In it, they 
reported on the Canadian government’s culpably inadequate housing policy and its impact on 
women.  When she introduced Shanthi,  Patricia spoke movingly of the power CEDAW can 
provide even groups of marginalized women such as hers in their pursuit of social justice and 
social change.  

As well as anti-poverty groups the lecture attracted significant numbers of disability 
activists and First Nations women with an interest in claiming their human rights and working 
with CEDAW. We were able to provide ASL translation not only for the lecture, but for the 
exciting conversations that continued among diverse women in the reception that followed in the 
OISE library. As well, the lecture was broadcast on the ‘Spoken Word’ program on CJFS radio 
in Vancouver and is posted on the Centre for Women’s Studies in Education web site: 
http://www.oise.utoronto.ca/cwse/Dame_Nita_Barrow_Distinguished_Visitorship_%28DNB%2
9/Previous_DNB_Visitors/index.html 
See also the following links for articles written about the Lecture: 
http://canadaworld.wordpress.com/2011/11/11/small-victories-give-cedaw-hope-in-improving-
women%E2%80%99s-lives/ 
http://www.oise.utoronto.ca/oise/About_OISE/2011DameNitaLecture111111.html 
 
Guest Lectures 
During her Visit Shanthi also presented a guest lecture in the lunchtime series of the 
International Human Rights Program in the Law Faculty at the University of Toronto and a 
guest lecture and seminar in the Women’s Studies lecture series at Brock University.  
 
Handbook for Lawyers on Litigating with CEDAW 
Ms. Dairiam’s residence at OISE allowed for several international meetings to be organized 
including a meeting of an international working group developing a handbook for lawyers on 
how to litigate using the CEDAW Convention. The CWSE hosted this group for several days, 
providing them with working space and logistical support.  Participants came from Malaysia, 
New York, and Costa Rica.  This handbook is an unprecedented resource to help lawyers around 
the world working at varying locations within different legal systems understand how to litigate 
using CEDAW principles, thus furthering the development of a comprehensive women’s human 
rights framework based at the local, national and international level. 

http://canadaworld.wordpress.com/2011/11/11/small-victories-give-cedaw-hope-in-improving-women%E2%80%99s-lives/
http://canadaworld.wordpress.com/2011/11/11/small-victories-give-cedaw-hope-in-improving-women%E2%80%99s-lives/
http://www.oise.utoronto.ca/oise/About_OISE/2011DameNitaLecture111111.html
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CEDAW for Change Institute, October 24-28, 2011  
 
During Ms.Dairiam’s Visit the International Women’s Human Rights Education Institute at 
OISE/UT was able, with her support, to offer an intensive one week “CEDAW for Change” 
workshop to a diverse group of women’s human rights defenders and activists from Canada and 
around the world who use,  or are interested in using, CEDAW in their work.  Information about 
the 16 participants is provided in the grid below. 
 
Participants in the October intensive one week CEDAW for Change Workshop 
Countryof 
Origin/Residence 

Organizational Affiliation 

Ecuador/Florida FAU Center for Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies, Advisory Council 
Ecuador Coalition Against Trafficking in Women-Latin America 
Pakistan Center for Rural Women Development 
Sweden/Colombia UN Women – Colombia 
Canada York University, Graduate Student in Women's Studies 
Colombia/USA University of Delaware 
Nicaragua HIVOS 
Sweden George Brown College, Learning and Violence facilitator 
Canada Equality Representative, Canadian Union of Public Employees 
Nepal Centre for Peacebuilding& Reconciliation 
Canada/First Nations NishnawbeAski Nation, Director of Women's Development 
South Africa Southern African AIDS Trust  
South Africa Southern African AIDS Trust  
Canada/Cambodia OXFAM Cambodia 
Zambia Stephen Lewis foundation - Field representative 
Canada Gender Advocacy Advisor, World University Services Canada 
 
 
  II. FRIENDS OF THE DAME NITA BARROW VISITORSHIP 
 
 This grant also supported the initial development of  ‘Friends of the Dame Nita Barrow 
Visitorship,’ a diverse network of individuals and organizations associated with the Visitorship 
intended:   
1) to provide stability through financial and in-kind donations, and  
2) to more formally recognize and increase cooperation amongst the groups and networks of 
current and past Dame Nita Barrow Visitors around the world and the growing number of 
Canadian university programs and centres, advocacy networks, civil society groups, and 
development and policy-making organizations who, over its fifteen years of existence, have built 
links with the Visitorship through their engagement with one or more of the Visitors around 
shared areas of concern and involvement.    
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Visitorship Retrospective and Archive 
 
Since theVisitorship’s inception in 1997 the Centre for Women’s Studies has acquired a unique 
collection of otherwise unavailable local and national materials provided by the Visitors who, at 
our request, brought them from their regions and organizations for the CWSE collection and to 
use in their teaching. We have, as well, an extensive repository of Visitors’ publications, material 
related to their lecture and teaching topics, information about their organizations, highlights of 
their work and of their Dame Nita Barrow Visit. With the funds provided by IDRC, we have 
been able to: 
-  systematically supplement the source material from each Visitor  and  update our information 

on their current activities, projects, and associated organizations (with contact information); 
- organize and (partially) catalogue the Dame Nita Barrow Visitorship holdings; 
- develop an accessible retrospective of the Visitorship for use in outreach to potential Friends of 

the Visitorship and in publicizing the Visitorship. 
 
Institutional Fundraising Capacity Building and Resource Mobilization 
 
 IDRC support also gave us time to work intensively with the Division of University 
Advancement (DUA) fundraising personnel to develop our vision for the Friends Network and, 
importantly, to navigate the university bureaucracy in such a way that we are now able to accept 
direct donations and provide tax receipts.  The Head of Advancement for OISE at that time also 
supported us in developing the relationships needed to move the Visitorship towards inclusion in  
University of Toronto funding priorities. We are continuing with our advocacy to this end and to 
create a greater institutional presence for the DNB within OISE.  We further systematized 
existing graduate school relationships with Urban/Economic Geography, Caribbean Studies, 
Women and Gender Studies, Aboriginal Studies, and the Law Faculty at the University of 
Toronto. And we began exploring promising additional University collaborations  
with a large innovative undergraduate program in Equity Studies and with the relatively recently 
established Centre for Community Partnerships.  
 
Conceputalizaton and Outreach 
 
 On the strong advice of the DUA we are considering expanding the Friends network we 
are building to incorporate the International Women’s Human Rights Education Institute 
(WHRI) also hosted by the Centre for Women’s Studies in Education, and CWSE itself.  
 Integrating the WHRI and the DNB in our planning and outreach and fundraising seems 
an excellent move to recognize and enhance an already vibrant partnership. The WHRI was co-
founded by Alda Facio, past Dame Nita Barrow Visitor, and Angela Miles founder of the 
Visitorship. Angela Lytle, the WHRI’s current Director, met Alda as a student when Alda was 
the DNB Visitor and has worked with her since then in Costa Rica and at the UN as well as in 
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the WHRI at OISE. The synergy between the two projects is powerful, each enhancing the reach 
and profile of the other and each benefiting from the (often overlapping) networks and resources 
of the other. Also, very importantly, the projects are of interest to the same groups and 
individuals who can be approached as potential Friends.   
 However, integrating the Friends of DNB into a broader Friends of the Centre for 
Women’s Studies in Education presents some challenges. The presence of the DNB and WHRI 
within CWSE is important and mutually beneficial for all three – enhancing as it does the global 
elements of CWSE’s programming and providing strong local feminist support and institutional 
resources for the DNB and WHRI. This exciting and rather unique relationship brings together 
extensive and highly respected local and global expertise and contacts in a broad range of issue 
areas and strengthens academic and community co-operation in both research and practice. The 
CWSE has a large and diverse group of potential Friends built over many decades of 
groundbreaking research and activity linking university and community. There is as much need 
and potential for CWSE to more systematically draw strength from potential Friends as for the 
DNB and WHRI to draw on potential Friends. However, the existing and potential friends of 
CWSE are not as closely aligned as those of the DNB and WHRI. Conceptualizing the broader 
Friends Network to fully capture the deep relationships and obvious synergy among all three 
parties is still a work in progress.   
 We have, nevertheless, begun our outreach to, and relationship building with, potential 
and actual Friends. We did this mainly through a series of very successful events which drew on 
and exemplified the remarkable joint strengths of the DNB and WHRI programs. Collaboration 
around these events revealed great possibilities for more systematic cooperation around teaching 
and research and the huge and undeniable mutual benefit this would bring - through broadening 
the reach of both and enhancing fundraising opportunities.  
 
Friends Reception  
 
 As the 2011 Dame Nita Barrow Visitor, Shanthi Dairiam played a central role in the 
“CEDAW for Change” Institute  offered by the WHRI, thus enhancing our awareness of possible 
synergies and facilitating a closer relationship between the two programs. During the Institute in 
Fall 2011 we  hosted a reception for Institute participants and Shanthi Dairiam, inviting 
individuals and Toronto based local and international organizations with existing links to the 
WHRI and/or the DNB as well as others we wished to reach out to  - to introduce them to each 
other and to the Friends Network. 
 
Friends Inaugural Event 
 
 We launched the Friends Network publicly with a fundraising lecture in November 2012 
by Vandana Shiva on “Ecological Feminism & Earth Democracy: Occupying Life/The Seed.”   
Over 500 attended the lecture and many more were disappointed. It was a very successful 
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inaugural event and greatly increased the visibility of the Visitorship. We scheduled the event to 
coincide with Vanadana Shiva’s visit to the University of Toronto to receive an honorary degree. 
Herself already a Friend of the Visitorship and the CWSE, Vandana was pleased to contribute to 
our fundraising and to the visibility of the Friends Network.    
 First Nations Elder, Diana Longboat, opened the event. CWSE Head Roxana Ng, now 
deceased and deeply missed, welcomed Vandana Shiva and the audience. Past Dame Nita 
Barrow Visitor Alda Facio, who was in town for the  CEDAW week, introduced  the lecture and 
spoke about the Friends Network. Following the lecture Angela Lytle, Director of the WHRI, 
thanked the speaker and invited attendees to join and donate to the Friends Network by 
completing the form distributed to each attendee.  
 The lecture and the surrounding information about the Friends was live streamed and is 
now on Youtube. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rAm10enFGhE 
 An important element in our plan to build and sustain the Friends Network and our fiscal 
health is to host one or two annual fundraising events each year that will bring members together 
and create a venue for important current women’s issues to be explored.  We are heartened in 
these plans by the success of this inaugural event.  
 
 


