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recommendations & follow-up 
Key takeaways from the Public Seminar on Engaging Youth for Resilient and Inclusive Societies: 

1. Youth are being excluded. There is an assumption that young people are overwhelmingly 
at risk of recruitment by Violent Extremist Groups (VEGs). While it is true that youth are taking 
part in VEGs, it is important to note that this is a minute fraction of the youth population and 
that in many cases youth are agents of change and are seeking to be taken seriously 
and be part of decision-making processes.  

2. The complexity of addressing the multitude of factors that contribute to youth 
participation in violence must be recognized. Employment alone is not a solution; social 
reconstruction, treating trauma, and supporting emotional/mental wellbeing are also key.  

3. Youth are calling for a deeper conception of peace and security that goes beyond 
absence of violence to constitute an environment that is free of fear, inequalities, poverty, 
unemployment, political exclusion, and marginalization.  

4. It is critical to invest in young people’s capacities, agency and leadership, and facilitate 
an enabling environment for youth organizations and initiatives through funding support, and 
capacity-strengthening. 

5. Networks of youth and peer-to-peer exchange are vital. Emphasis should be on reinforcing 
and better coordinating existing networks while expanding membership to include 
harder to reach youth. Funders should encourage networks by being flexible to their needs, 
and social protections must be in place to protect youth partners at risk.   

6. Partnering with strong, established movements that have experience working with 
youth, like the YMCA Africa or Scouts, would be an entry point for working on the YPS agenda. 

7. Greater engagement of youth is needed throughout the research and implementation 
processes: youth should be involved in design of research methods; participatory tools 
should be developed to measure youth resilience; and more research is needed about young 
people currently involved in violence.  

8. Knowledge gaps persist around youth motivations for engaging and disengaging from 
violence: further research is required to understand the full spectrum of entry and exit from 
violent groups as well as role of women in conflict, not only as victims, but also as perpetrators. 

9. There are perceptions that YPS is a male only agenda – this is false but could also be 
an opportunity for further work on masculinities and re-thinking of language used (e.g.: 
‘toxic masculinity’ is potentially unhelpful and may be alienating; consider terms like, 
‘alternative masculinity’).  

10. Canada’s engagement on the YPS Agenda: There is a need to address domestic issues, 
especially with indigenous communities. Canada has an opportunity to be deliberate in 
building the YPS agenda so that it is in synergy with how the Feminist International Assistance 
Policy is implemented. 
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report of proceedings 
 
A day-long seminar on engaging youth for resilient and inclusive societies was organized by the 
International Development Research Center (IDRC) and co-convened with the UN Secretariat of 
the Progress Study and Oxfam Québec on April 04, 2019 in Ottawa. The seminar aimed to launch 
the UN Progress Study on Youth, Peace and Security (YPS), discuss its relevance, and explore 
how it can be applied to research, policy, and practice.   
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The substantive discussions commenced with an overview of the UN Progress Study on YPS. 
UN Security Council Resolution 2250 (2015) mandated the development of a progress study 
presenting unbiased evidence of how young people contribute to peace. To achieve this, the UN 
Progress Study on YPS was guided by two main objectives: 1) to be an independent study with 
a Steering Committee led by youth and Civil Society; and 2) to be as participatory and inclusive 
as possible, reaching the hardest to reach youth (covering 153 countries and 4230 youth 
consulted). The overview of the Progress Study on YPS underlined three key findings: 1) 
Inclusion: Youth are being excluded, and until we address exclusion of young people, we will not 
have sustainable peace; 2) Investment: the need to move from thinking of youth as a 
demographic dividend towards thinking of youth as a peace dividend – not because of the 
numbers of young people, but because they are the source of innovation; 3) Partnership: the 
way to invest in youth is through partnership.   

The overview was followed by reactions from Canadian, global and youth voices. From a 
Canadian perspective, the was on the rise in gun violence in Canada, which is spreading to rural 
and indigenous communities. The YPS allows the Government of Canada to think about new 
ways of involving youth on issues related to rising gun and gang violence, including expanded 

https://www.youth4peace.info/ProgressStudy
https://www.youth4peace.info/UNSCR2250/Introduction
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engagement and participation of youth in decision-making processes on issues such as violence 
prevention. During the discussion it was stressed that youth engagement in Canada targets three 
main priorities: 1) participation; 2) protection; and, 3) prevention. Canada is working to create 
meaningful and equitable avenues for youth to engage. While there are opportunities that exist 
for youth to engage, questions remain about inclusivity and representation: who gets to 
participate? Minorities are at risk of being excluded (indigenous youth; LGBT youth; visible 
monitories, new comers, refugees). A call was made to think deliberately about inclusive 
engagement, and to ask who is not in the room and how we can get them in the room.  

From a global perspective, the need was raised to have tangible, mutually beneficial engagement 
between those that set the norms and standards for global peacebuilding policies and those that 
the standards are intended to serve. Examples raised included the UN’s support in establishing 
a structured mechanism for ensuring greater participation of Somali youth in decision-making at 
different levels: the establishment of the National Youth Policy (2017); and, inclusion of youth in 
Somalia’s National Strategy for Countering Violent Extremism.  

From a southern-regional perspective, it was expressed that the UN Progress Study presents an 
opportunity to think deeply about how youth are perceived in relation to peace and violence. In 
Africa, engagement of youth as peacebuilders goes back to the adoption of the African Youth 
Charter in 2006. However, the UNSCR 2250 has reignited a great deal of debate and recognition 
in Africa about the role of youth as peacebuilders rather than seeing them as victims or 
perpetrators of violence. On November 2018, the Peace and Security Council (PSC) of the African 
Union (AU) called all member states to urgently implement UNSCR 2250 and promote youth 
participation in peace and security and in national development processes. It directed the AU 
Commission to finalize the Framework on Youth, Peace and Security and to take necessary steps 
towards enabling youth to contribute to the efforts aimed at preventing, managing and resolving 
conflicts in Africa.  

“We need to address youth exclusion and invest in innovative, 
creative and youth-led peace building instead of hard public security 

measures toward young people.” 

– Graeme Simpson, lead author of the UN Progress Study on YPS 

The second panel focused on research findings that examined the role of youth as peace agents. 
Research conducted by the Institute for Security Studies (ISS) in Niger and Mali explored youth 
engagement in and resilience to violent extremist groups (VEGs). Through interviews not only 
with youth currently engaged in VEGs, but also with youth not engaged or formerly engaged in 
VEGs, a range of positive and negative adaptive strategies to the presence of violent extremism 
have emerged. For example, research found that youth join VEGs based on multiple factors which 
go beyond religion and economic need, ranging from the need to protect their family or business, 
to the desire to gain a sense of belonging, purpose and value. Motivations to not engage or 
disengage from VEGs were equally varied and overlapping. Due to this complexity, government 
responses need to be based on the context and specific need: what is true in one locality might 
not be true in another locality. As the research carried out by ISS demonstrates, policy responses 
must also move past fear and panic to recognize that youth have agency and can contribute to 
peace by not engaging or disengaging from VEGs. Policymakers should adopt context specific 
responses that foster non-engagement and reflect the complexity of factors that shape youth 
involvement in VEGs. 

https://www.un.org/en/africa/osaa/pdf/au/african_youth_charter_2006.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/africa/osaa/pdf/au/african_youth_charter_2006.pdf
https://issafrica.org/
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The imperative to engage youth in responses to VEGs was also stressed by the University of Dar 
es Salaam. Research conducted in Tanzania found that returnees who took part in VEGs were 
being rejected by their communities and faced suspicion from the police. The research 
demonstrated that youth groups involved in reporting crimes could serve as community security 
mechanisms and shift law enforcement attitudes from suspicion towards recognition of the role of 
youth in the prevention of violent extremism and the creation of safer spaces. It is important for 
governments to actively listen to and partner with youth movements and organizations, 
understanding that youth inclusion contributes to more sustainable peace.   

The work of the Centre for the Study of Violence and Reconciliation (CSVR) also highlighted the 
role of young people as agents of violence prevention. Research in South Africa conducted by 
CSVR on implementing a Community Work Program (CWP) found this model to be a powerful 
factor in ensuring community resilience against violence. The CWP program has been successful 
in providing a safety net for those facing unemployment by integrating a part-time working scheme. 
It is also working towards more effective and sustainable violence prevention through skills 
training to enhance youth contributions. While unemployment is one of the many reasons youth 
join VEGs, providing a job alone is not enough. Recognizing this, the CWP also focused on 
strengthening community solidarity and social cohesion.  

Similarly, research conducted by Glasswing in El Salvador emphasized the importance of social 
cohesion and of youth involvement in fostering this. This research found that in addition to lack of 
economic opportunities, youth are losing their sense of community and their sense of belonging, 
with young women being the most marginalized. This is amplified by the damaging impacts of 
territorial control by gangs on the social fabric of a community. Glasswing’s private-public-citizen 
collaborative model supports youth-led solutions that strengthen the innovation ecosystem, 
fostering peacebuilding and reducing stigmatization. Their experience supporting youth-led and 
women-led social enterprises that address key urban community challenges reveals the 
importance of empowering and creating innovative opportunities for youth to be change agents 

https://www.udsm.ac.tz/
https://www.udsm.ac.tz/
https://www.csvr.org.za/index.php
https://glasswing.org/el-salvador/
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and for young women to be at the center of movements for change. Programs need to emphasize 
women-led enterprises while recognizing the need to combine empowerment efforts with 
wellbeing efforts. 

.   
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The third panel was focused on discussion of policy and practice implications of the YPS agenda 
in terms of youth-centered approaches to programming. Tierra Libre, an organization that works 
for the rights of young rural women (Afro-Colombians, peasants, and indigenous), explained the 
importance of supporting victims of armed conflict, with particular focus on the most marginalized. 
It is necessary to take into account the individual, collective, material, moral and symbolic 
dimensions of an individual and of the community, through five measures: rehabilitation, monetary 
compensation, satisfaction, restitution (land, home, resources, jobs, or access to credit)  and non-
repetition guarantees. Most importantly, it is essential to reinstate dignity, memory, and to restore 
truth and create conditions to avoid the reoccurrence of what victims have suffered. It was also 
raised that rural young women are some of the most marginalized and are still waiting for their 
rights to be guaranteed. There is a need to expand the opportunities of engagement and active 
participation of youth not only in urban areas but also in rural areas. This can be done by reaching 
out to rural women and bringing them into the decision-making process, to ensure that the rights 
of the rural community are represented and to emphasize the rights of the women and girls that 
are left behind.  

The discussion then highlighted the importance of digital tools and of creating innovative projects 
that encourage leadership and meaningfully involve youth. Oxfam in the West Bank and Gaza 
have a coaching program for youth to be their own advocates and take an active role in shaping 
their futures. Another Oxfam project, the DigiCamp, offers extensive training to youth, including a 
practical component to transform learnings through digital storytelling and advocacy. Meanwhile 
following elections in Peru, Oxfam was able to build a unique platform of diverse civil society 

https://www.oxfam.org/en/countries/occupied-palestinian-territory-and-israel
https://peru.oxfam.org/
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groups that engages young activists. Actúa.pe, which means, ‘act now’ in Spanish, is a platform 
which connects online and offline civic engagement spaces. It serves as a megaphone for civil 
society actors and citizens engaged in the fight against inequality in Peru. This platform explicitly 
works to amplify the voices of groups in Peru often not otherwise heard, such as young people, 
young women, and other marginalized groups. Because the platform carries no specific branding 
of the organizations involved, it is a neutral space which allies use for the co-construction of new 
narratives on a range of issues. Another example of innovative digital action is Wapikoni, which 
works through mobile studios that travel to indigenous communities with the aim of reconnecting 
indigenous communities to their heritage through film making and musicals.  

All panelists raised the importance of working towards a resilient community, but one participant 
shared a strong message: the aim should not be for communities to be resilient to violence and 
conflict, rather, that communities should achieve peace and no longer be required to be resilient 
as a means of survival.  

“I wish there will be time when we don’t need to be resilient 
anymore.” 

- Kijâtai-Alexandra Veillette-Cheezo, participant relations officer, Wapikoni Mobile, Canada 

 

Teckles Photos/IDRC 

To close the day, participants broke out into four table discussions to discuss creating action steps 
for the agenda. The four topics were: 1) Building stronger networks for youth; 2) Knowledge gaps 
from the YPS report and how could research help build a better evidence base for solutions; 3) 
How can actors working to support the Women, Peace and Security Agenda and the Youth, Peace 
and Security Agenda work together for impact; 4) What can Canada do – domestically and 
internationally – to support the implementation of YPS recommendations? 

These sessions allowed the participants to engage in a more interactive format to discuss their 
ideas. Below are some of their suggestions:  

https://actua.pe/
http://www.wapikoni.ca/home
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Networks of youth:  

• Instead of creating more networks, let us reinforce and coordinate better with those that 
exists while including the populations that are harder to reach;  

• Funders should encourage collaborations and networks by being flexible and creative to 
their needs;  

• Peer to Peer work is a smart way to exchange solutions and challenges (e.g.: young urban 
peers exchange with youth rural peers);  

• Ensure there is social protection that is provided to youth partners that are at risks;  
• Make the agenda and activities resonate with youth, in order to catch their interest and 

inspiration. 
  

Knowledge gaps:  

• The need to include youth in designing research methodologies;  
• The active role of women in conflict, not only as victims, but also as perpetrators is often 

ignored. How can practitioners and researchers look at the role of women in conflict?;  
• Do more research with young people who are currently involved in violence;  
• The need to understand the full spectrum of entry and exit from violent groups;  
• Develop tools that would allow the measurement of youth resilience in ways that are 

participatory, both in terms of doing the research and implementing policy. 
 

Women, Peace and Security:  

• There are perceptions that YPS is a male agenda, this could be an opportunity to do some 
serious work on masculinities;  

• Be thoughtful of the language used (e.g.: the phrase ‘toxic masculinity’ is potentially 
unhelpful and may be alienating. Terms like, ‘alternative masculinity’ could potentially be 
more helpful for engaging with a broader range of audiences);  

• Need to work with strong, established movements that have experience working with 
youth, like the YMCA Africa (or Scouts)– partnering would be an entry point for working 
on the YPS agenda. 
 

Canada’s Role:  

• Need for intentionality or being deliberate about building the YPS agenda into the way 
Canada implements its FIAP – the “missing piece” of the policy;  

• Be attentive to domestic issues, including with indigenous communities. Ensuring any 
potential internal contradictions makes for credibility;  

• Citizen-to-citizen diplomacy – not just young people from Canada “going out there” but 
important for citizens from other places to come and experience the Canadian reality. 
Important to ensure this two way approach;  

• Try to disseminate the conclusions of the report to Canadian embassies in places that are 
particularly affected, such as Nigeria; Could they place this on their agenda to ensure that 
Canadian cooperation priorities are aligned with developments in different parts of the 
global South.  


