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Background: 

All four Collaborative Adaptation Research Initiative in Africa and Asia (CARIAA) funded consortia- 
Himalayan Adaptation, Water and Resilience (HI-AWARE), Adaptation at Scale in Semi-Arid 
Regions (ASSAR), Deltas, Vulnerability and Climate Change: Migration as an Adaptation 
(DECCMA) and Pathways to Resilience in Semi-arid Economies (PRISE) are operational in the 
South Asian countries (Bangladesh, India, Nepal and Pakistan). Each consortium works in one of 
the three climate “hot spots” identified by CARIAA. The consortia looks into issues related to 
vulnerability and adaptation of communities to climate change risks in diverse ecosystems and 
with a variety of approaches and research methods. Migration of population is a common thread 
across the consortia and the ecosystems. However, the strategic positioning of this theme varies 
across the consortia, with DECCMA giving it a priority position in the design itself whereas in 
ASSAR and HI-AWARE it is not positioned in the full proposal or consortium work plans but has 
been identified as extremely important based on the results of the situational analysis, 
community consultations etc. Thus, all the four consortia is undertaking research in this theme 
using diverse approaches and methods.  

There is limited data and understanding on various patterns of migration (internal/international, 
seasonal/temporary/permanent, selected household member/whole household) in climate 
change “hot spots” in the South Asian region. Any additional data/information in this theme 
would be helpful to better understand this under-researched topic. As all the four consortia are 



      
undertaking household surveys to better understand the migration situation and its linkage with 
climate change adaptation, it provides an excellent opportunity to consolidate findings at scale.  
 

Thus, this proposal was developed with the objectives of synthesizing the 
information/knowledge generated on migration research from all four consortia to consolidate 
findings at the regional level. The outcome of the proposal is to develop a synthesis paper that 
would help in better understanding the role of migration in climate change “hot spots” in the 
South Asian region.  

Activities completed: 

• Data collection and analysis– Each consortia using their own funds collected and analyzed the 
data/information on migration in the context of environmental stresses in their respective 
study sites. This was the contribution from consortia to the proposed proposal.  

• Co-designing of the outline of the synthesis paper – based on the data and information, an 
outline of the synthesis paper was co-developed jointly. Through a joint skype discussion the 
first draft of the paper outline was prepared which was finalized through a series of email 
communication as well as inputs from colleague outside of the OSF team. 

• Write shop – A 4-day write shop was held in Kathmandu from 14 – 17th March 2018. The 
writeshop started with a detail presentation from each consortia about the data, 
methodology and major findings of their migration research. Following this presentation, 
commonalities and differences in research methods and major findings were discussed to 
identify the structure and narrative for the synthesis paper. By the end of the write shop the 
first draft of the synthesis paper was developed.  

• Finalization of the paper – The draft paper was finalized through further inputs (particularly 
the review of existing literature and discussion of the major findings of the paper) by selected 
members of the OSF team. Some additional members from DECCMA consortia were invited 
to contribute, particularly linking migration to local climate change adaptation. The complete 
draft was then circulated with the OSF team for final inputs and their 
agreement/endorsement with the findings. 

• Editing of the paper – The paper finalized by the OSF team was then send for copy editing 
and the suggestions of the editors incorporated.  

• Submission of the paper to the journal – The paper was initially proposed to be developed as 
CARIAA working paper, but after deliberation within the team and consent from the 
migration working group chair of IDRC (Dr. Michele Leone), the synthesis paper was 
developed as a journal article and submitted to the journal “Regional Environmental Change” 
on 9th October 2018. 

• Dissemination of findings: the major findings of the synthesis work was presented in several 
events – Adaptation Futures conference (June 18-21, 2018 in Cape Town); Himalayan 



      
University Consortia Academy (1 -4 July, 2018, Kathmandu); ‘Rural futures in South East Asia’, 
a TransRe conference (1-2 August, 2018, in Bangkok). 
 

Output: 

A cross consortia synthesis paper covering the major findings of the work on migration in 
environmentally stressed areas of South Asia (final paper submitted to the journal attached 
herewith). The paper is presently under review in the journal ‘Regional Environmental Change’ 

Research Team: 

S. No. Name Consortia Institution Country 
1 Dr. Amina Maharjan HI-AWARE ICIMOD Nepal 
2 Dr. Suruchi Bhadwal HI-AWARE TERI India 
3 Mr. Sultan Ishaq HI-AWARE PARC Pakistan 
4 Ms. Tanzina Dilshad HI-AWARE BCAS Bangladesh 
5 Ms. Krity Shrestha HI-AWARE Practical Action Nepal 
6 Mr. Muhammad 

Awais Umar 
PRISE SDPI Pakistan 

7 Mr. Arjun  Srinivas & 
Dr. Chandni Singh 

ASSAR IIHS India 

8 Dr. Ricardo Safra de 
Campos 

DECCMA University of Exeter United Kingdom 

9 Dr. Tuhin Ghosh & 
Mr. Shouvik Das 

DECCMA Jadavpur University India 

10 Mr. Mohammad 
Rashed Alam 
Bhuiyan 

DECCMA RMMRU Bangladesh 

11 Dr. Natalie Suckall DECCMA University of 
Southampton 

United Kingdom 

12 Dr. Katharine 
Vincent 

DECCMA Kulima Integrated 
Development Solutions 
(Pty) Ltd 

South Africa 

 

Challenges faced: One of the major challenge was to find a time suitable for all team mates to come 
together and draft the paper. Whenever the initial team mates could not participate, another person was 
nominated to participate in the write shop. The initial team mates then provided inputs virtually in the 
draft paper.  

 



      
Way Forward: This experience of cross consortia synthesis was helpful in consolidating the work of the 
consortia work on migration and also contributes in generating evidence in migration-climate change 
adaptation debate. However, the consortia work was limited to South Asia, which has a lot of 
commonalities as compared to other CARIAA region in Africa. A comparison/consolidation of work in Asia 
and Africa could have been highly valuable in bringing out the differences and similarities and provide a 
stronger evidence in the topic. If future efforts in this direction for cross region exchange of knowledge 
would be very helpful.  


