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FIRST IN THE FOREST? (approx. 200 words) 

Computers have come a long way since the days of the vacuum tube. 

As they get smaller and simpler -- not to mention smarter -- they're 

turning up in the most unlikely places. The latest is a micro-computer 

designed to make the forester's job easier. 

Foresters do a lot of calculating when they're in the woods, to 

come up with things like volume growth rates, fertilizer and spray 
_________ _,_ ____ - -----·-------· ::.....- ----- .. ---

-appl fcaffon-s~-even -assessing the danger of forest fire. A 11 that used 

to mean hours poring over complex charts with slide rule in hand, but not 

any more -- now there is the bush computer to do it all in seconds. 

The little "electronic brain" is small enough to fit in the forester's 

hand, and sturdy enough to hang on his belt. It requires no special 

knowledge of computer languages, and can be used by anyone who can read, 

according to Dr Wilf Crane of Australia's Commonwealth Scientific and 

Industrial Research Organization. 

He sees a bright future for the bush computer, not just as a 

ca1culator, but also as a ready reference for such tasks as identifying 
.. \;·~i~·:·~~·:.:"'." 

plants, animals, and.soils fr,oril fts,·stor_ed memory, and recalling roads 
-r·. ,~~;~~~~*r_, .. 

and radio codes. It ca"il\1everi~:'be prograni~~d to figure out the payroll. 
·:;:~;~.~it, "~~;, tU . 

Makes you wonder who ' s t~r~r~-:" ,_ ~~~~~'' 1t1 
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THE HOUSE THAT SULPHUR BUILT (approx. 180 words) 

Sulfur ts a smelly substance used in the manufactur~ of paper, 

rubber, ·and skin treatments·, amqng otherthings. Nciw researchers in 

the Philippines have come up ·w·ith a new use for it -- building hous_es. 

The researchers were _seeking a low-cost construction inateri al 

. to help meet the country's pressing need for better mass housing. 

Sulfur ore is abundant in the islands, as it is in all volcanit regions .. 

It is eas~ and inexpensive to mine, and the resear~hers have developed 

a process for mixing it with a variety of aggregates to produce high 

quality, odour-free building materials. 

Sulfur has a number of other advantages: it is strong, waterproof 

and fire retardant, it ha·s flexibility enough to ·resist cracking under 

pressure, and"it has good insulating properties.: It can also be re-cycled 

~---------and re-cast without losing any of its strengths -- a big advantage over 

cement, whiCh is rendered useless once it has been broken down. 

A pilot plant has been established in Negros·Oriental province to 

produce basic construction materials -- such as interlocking building 

blocks, tiles, and paving blocks -- from sulfur ore using the new method. 

POTATOES ON THE MOVE (approx. 220 words) 

One of the fastest growing crops in the developing world-is the 

potato -- in more ways than one. 

The potato has a shorter growing cycle than most other food crops in 

the tropics, and production i_s increasing more rapidly than any other 

major food crop in the developing countries .. 
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Douglas Horton, of the I~ternational Potato Center (CIP), in Lima, 

Peru, says there are good reasons for this increase. The potential role 

of the potato as a food crop in the developing countries has been 

11 grossly underestimated'', he says. 

In fact, adds .Horton, the potato is superior to almost every other 

crop in food production per hectare and per day, and ranks well above 

cassava, cereals and pulses in food energy production.· Potatoes are 

al so ideally suited to intensive small-farm cropping systems, he says. 

So much for the myth that potatoes are an inferior food. But 

there are problems, the biggest being that they don't keep well in hot, 

humid climates. Now the Agrarian University of Peru, in association with 

CIP, and with the backing of Canada's International Development Research 

-----~--Cent~e_,_i-s-studY-i-ng-tr-ad-i-t-iona-1-Amer-ind-i-an-me-thods-of--'-pot-ato-dryi-ng-i-

an effort to develop a low-cost technology for processing at the village 

level. 

If the researchers succeed, the potato could be·on its way to 

becoming what CIP's Horton calls 11 one of the world's ·major food crops 11
• 
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