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Presenter
Presentation Notes
9/11 ushered new challenges, which we read about in the papers constantly, and include consequences deriving from the war on Iraq and the “war on terrorism”, such as: -challenges to multilateral institutions, approaches and norms, -and the reinvigoration of hard definitions of and approaches to security.Quite separate from 9/11, we’ve brought forward the enduring challenges associated with achieving durable peacebuilding that we’ve seen in our existing programming in South Africa, Palestine, Guatemala, such as: -enduring violence and criminality, -achieving peace based on justice, -and governance challenges associated with transparency and equitable resource distribution.Finally, and very relevant to IDRC’s mission, we continue to see an underdeveloped and under-engaged Southern peacebuilding research field.



Working Definition of  
« Good Governance » 

Promotion of free and democratic space 
for civil society and political movements 
to take part in decision-making processes… 

Public space that defines the modes of 
intervention, cooperation and negotiation 
between political players for the 
development and monitoring of policies… 

Taking into account the unique political 
and socio-economic context of the Middle 
East: e.g. Islamic tradition, tribal 
structures, mutlisectarian societies, 
autocratic regimes and colonial legacy   



Goal of the MEGGF 

Increase policy-relevant knowledge 
useful for promoting good 
governance in the Middle East, with 
special attention to Iraq 

 
 



Objectives of the MEGGF 

Analyze the role of civil society 

Build capacity of civil society  

Analyze linkages between civil society, 
political institutions (political parties) and 
policy processes 

Strengthen networks 

Develop Research Agenda  



Framework 

Promotion of freedom of association and 
expression 

Themes: 
Role of civil society as a catalyst for 

change and policy influence 
Political institutions (political parties) 

as an essential link between civil 
society and policy processes 
Cross-cutting themes:  gender, youth 

and media 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We carry forward our commitment to working in conflict contexts, but are also continuing with post-conflict and conflict prevention contexts.We are balancing our regional and country foci with strengthening our support to cross-regional comparative programming.We are bringing forward a new theme on violence, trauma, justice and reconciliation, which saw some development over the past year and a half, but will now become a focus theme of our work.While Asian expansion had been approved during the past prospectus period, we have not been in a position to develop this until now, with the appointment of our new PO in Delhi.We will launch 2 new explorations.  The external review identified consideration of ethics in peacebuilding research as an important gap in international donors’ programming, and suggested that PCD could make a valuable contribution in this regard by leading exploration on this issue.  Relationship between criminality and political violence is an issue that arose in IDRC’s “matrix consultations” conducted during late 2003 and early 2004, presented to the Board of Governors at the March 2004 meeting, and we will launch an exploration into this issue, which nicely flows from some of the work we’ve supported in South Africa.New name reflects non-linearity of conflict to peace transitions, as well as PCD’s maximalist interpretation of “peacebuilding”.



Focus Areas 

 

Political Islam (social structures and 
political movements) 

Informal structures (tribes) as political 
units   

Geographic focus: Iraq, Lebanon, 
Jordan, Palestine, Egypt, Morocco, 
Algeria, Yemen, Bahrain 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We will continue to support research on the peacebuilding endeavour or project as a global phenomenon, as well as research that feeds into specific peacebuilding policy and programming processes, such as in our country—and sometimes regional—foci.In practical terms, we want our programming to serve peacebuilding ends by facilitating or stimulating exchange laterally between citizens within specific contexts, as well as vertical accountability and responsibility between the citizen, the state, and international actors who are intervening in local contexts.Our programming should serve the purpose of supporting the development of southern peacebuilding fields.



Projects (ongoing and planned) 
 

Workshop on confessionalism (Iraq and Lebanon) 
 Faith-based organizations in Lebanon 
 Youth movement in Lebanon (in development) 
 Hamas political party structure 
 Political Islam in Egypt and Morocco (in development) 
 AKP in Turkey: Domestic and External mechanisms and 

democratization 
 Political party development (Lebanon, Iraq, Yemen, Bahrain, 

Morocco, Algeria) 
 Tribalism in Jordan, Yemen and Iraq (in development) 
 Building social science research capacity in Iraq (in 

development) 
 International Crisis Group on Iraq and Islamism  
 Arab Reform Initiative Network 
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As mentioned, we will strengthen our global, regional and cross-regional comparative programming to balance our strength in our country foci.  We will retain our country foci as a primary site of policy influence.  Global programming will serve to enhance or “thicken” our knowledge of the peacebuilding field and build capacity through networking of southern researchers.We will develop synthetic and exploratory tools and means for conveying our program and project learning, including reports along  “In Focus” lines and experts’ workshops and conferences.We will continue to develop strategic partnerships with members of the Canadian foreign policy family and other like-minded bilateral, multilateral and international actors where we share policy objectives and perspectives.We will continue to fully fund projects, from the development to policy dissemination stages.We will program along four thematic lines, which will serve as the umbrella of our program: democratisation, political economy, security, and reconciliation.



Expected Achievements 

Substantive body of research on governance and 
identification of a research agenda 

Strategic cross fertilization of ideas and 
strategies among researchers – support to 
networks 

Ongoing dialogue between actors with potential 
to influence policies 

Capacity of civil society institutions for policy-
relevant research  strengthened 
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