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Background on MESI 

Located in IDRC’s Special Initiatives 
Division, in the Program and Partnership 
Branch 

Overseen by Director Tim Dottridge 

Team of 4 people 



Team Members 

Roula El-Rifai, Senior Program Specialist/Program 
Leader   

Charaf Ahmimed, Program Officer, MEGGF   

Eileen Alma, Research Officer 

Maurizio Iellina, Program Assistant 



MESI Programs 

Expert and Advisory Services Fund (since 
1992) 

Scholarship Fund for Palestinian Refugee 
Women in Lebanon (since 2000) 

Middle East Good Governance Fund (since 
2004) 



Middle East Good Governance Fund 



MEGGF Background 

Established November 26, 2004 

Duration:  4 ½ years until March 2009 

Budget:  5.35 million CAD 

Funders:  CIDA Iraq Task Force (5 million); IDRC 
(350,000) 

Overseen by Consultative Committee made of 
CIDA (chair), DFAIT (member), IDRC (member and 
secretary) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
9/11 ushered new challenges, which we read about in the papers constantly, and include consequences deriving from the war on Iraq and the “war on terrorism”, such as: -challenges to multilateral institutions, approaches and norms, -and the reinvigoration of hard definitions of and approaches to security.Quite separate from 9/11, we’ve brought forward the enduring challenges associated with achieving durable peacebuilding that we’ve seen in our existing programming in South Africa, Palestine, Guatemala, such as: -enduring violence and criminality, -achieving peace based on justice, -and governance challenges associated with transparency and equitable resource distribution.Finally, and very relevant to IDRC’s mission, we continue to see an underdeveloped and under-engaged Southern peacebuilding research field.



Goal of MEGGF 

Increase policy-relevant knowledge 
useful for promoting good 
governance in the Middle East, with 
special attention to Iraq 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PI external reviews were presented to Board of Governors at March 2004 meeting, and PBR’s review presented a positive account of our programming during this current program cycle.  In particular, they affirmed the basic programming approach we have been moving into which: -balances thematic with national/regional foci; -our decision to retain programming in Palestine and Colombia; -identified strength in our support to politically sensitive projects and responsiveness to local priorities; -and our critical approach to understanding peacebuilding, which articulates a notion of justice as integral to durable peace.We led three explorations (“WKoP”, gender and PB, globalisation and PB) in the last couple of years that built on and synthesized our programming experiences and learning to date, and led to current competition on globalisation, peace and conflict; cross regional-comparative programming in WKoP 2; continued gender foci in programming, including TRJ, families and conflict, emerging programming in human trafficking and DDR.  The international conferences associated with each exploration also affirmed the need for cross-regional comparative research and research in conflict zones.Our own programming experience, especially in countries such as South Africa, Guatemala, Colombia and Palestine-Israel, have demonstrated challenges in achieving peace in ways that meet social, political, economic, cultural and existential needs.  We believe a holistic and long-term view of building peace is a necessary response to these challenges.Despite ongoing armed conflict in both contexts, we continued programming in Palestine and Colombia.  Our programming experience demonstrates that this strategy has proven important as an entrée to significant possibilities for influencing the shape of future peace and/or peace negotiations (e.g. Cambridge project).  We’ve also learned something about working with partners doing research in conflict areas, including thinking through methodological and support issues.



Working Definition of  
« Good Governance » 

Promotion of free and democratic 
space for civil society and political 
movements 



Framework 

Promotion of freedom of association and 
expression 

Themes: 
Role of civil society as a catalyst for 

change and policy influence 
Political institutions as a link between 

civil society and policy processes 
Cross-cutting themes:  youth, gender, 

media 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We carry forward our commitment to working in conflict contexts, but are also continuing with post-conflict and conflict prevention contexts.We are balancing our regional and country foci with strengthening our support to cross-regional comparative programming.We are bringing forward a new theme on violence, trauma, justice and reconciliation, which saw some development over the past year and a half, but will now become a focus theme of our work.While Asian expansion had been approved during the past prospectus period, we have not been in a position to develop this until now, with the appointment of our new PO in Delhi.We will launch 2 new explorations.  The external review identified consideration of ethics in peacebuilding research as an important gap in international donors’ programming, and suggested that PCD could make a valuable contribution in this regard by leading exploration on this issue.  Relationship between criminality and political violence is an issue that arose in IDRC’s “matrix consultations” conducted during late 2003 and early 2004, presented to the Board of Governors at the March 2004 meeting, and we will launch an exploration into this issue, which nicely flows from some of the work we’ve supported in South Africa.New name reflects non-linearity of conflict to peace transitions, as well as PCD’s maximalist interpretation of “peacebuilding”.



Political Islam 
Research Questions: 
 Impact of integration of Islamist parties in political 

systems and influence on “moderation” 
How social movements and networks, including Islamist 

movements, promote concepts of good governance 
Room for dialogue between Islamist and secular 

movements on good governance 

Focus case studies:  Iraq, Palestine, Lebanon,  

Comparative studies:  Morocco, Yemen, Egypt, 
Jordan and Turkey 
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Presentation Notes
We will continue to support research on the peacebuilding endeavour or project as a global phenomenon, as well as research that feeds into specific peacebuilding policy and programming processes, such as in our country—and sometimes regional—foci.In practical terms, we want our programming to serve peacebuilding ends by facilitating or stimulating exchange laterally between citizens within specific contexts, as well as vertical accountability and responsibility between the citizen, the state, and international actors who are intervening in local contexts.Our programming should serve the purpose of supporting the development of southern peacebuilding fields.



Activities (ongoing and planned) 

Ongoing: 
Workshop on confessionalism (Iraq and Lebanon) 
 Political party development (Lebanon, Iraq, Yemen, Bahrain, 

Morocco, Algeria) 
 Hamas political structure 
 Faith-based organizations in Lebanon 
 Crisis Group on Iraq and Islamism 
 Arab Reform Initiative 
 Turkey change name 
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Presentation Notes
As mentioned, we will strengthen our global, regional and cross-regional comparative programming to balance our strength in our country foci.  We will retain our country foci as a primary site of policy influence.  Global programming will serve to enhance or “thicken” our knowledge of the peacebuilding field and build capacity through networking of southern researchers.We will develop synthetic and exploratory tools and means for conveying our program and project learning, including reports along  “In Focus” lines and experts’ workshops and conferences.We will continue to develop strategic partnerships with members of the Canadian foreign policy family and other like-minded bilateral, multilateral and international actors where we share policy objectives and perspectives.We will continue to fully fund projects, from the development to policy dissemination stages.We will program along four thematic lines, which will serve as the umbrella of our program: democratisation, political economy, security, and reconciliation.



Activities continued 

 Planned: 

 Egypt Muslim Brotherhood case study 

 NGO mapping in Iraq 

 Building social science research capacity in Iraq 

 Tribalism and interaction with Islamist structures in 
Jordan, Yemen and Iraq 

 Islamist social movements in Morocco change name 

 Youth projects 



For more information: 

http://www.idrc.ca/mesi 

http://www.idrc.ca/mesi
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