
Mbeubeuss - a landfill no longer!  
 
The project to improve the environment and living conditions of people in the Malika 
neighbourhood, a suburb of Dakar, was finally launched in December 2006. And what a 
launch!  
 
The team in the targeted Dakar town organized three activities to inform the largest 
audience possible. In addition to a press conference, which approximately thirty 
Senegalese and foreign journalists attended, ceremonies were held at the Ngor Diarama 
Hotel and in the neighbourhood of Malika. They were a resounding success. Songs, 
traditional dances and messages performed by musicians and rappers set the mood for the 
events that kicked off the research project to study the Mbeubeuss landfill. 
 
At the project site in the neighbourhood of Malika, the launch was held in Wolot – the 
main national language of Senegal. Women and children, local authorities, customs and 
religious representatives, cultural advocates and recyclers all attended. All participants 
had equal access to information, could ask questions and make requests and suggestions.  
 
During the ceremonies, Oumar Cissé, secrétaire exécutif of the Institut africain de gestion 
urbaine (IAGU), stated that the primary objective of this innovative project was to 
improve the living conditions and standards of the people living near the Mbeubeuss 
landfill. To achieve this, the project proposes to attack the environmental problems 
resulting from their proximity to the landfill site. The main goal is to gain a better 
understanding of the impact this proximity has on the people and to develop lasting 
solutions.  
 
The Mbeubeuss landfill receives approximately 475,000 tonnes of garbage per year. But 
how much of this is municipal waste and discarded hazardous material? What type of 
pollutants are found and what are their effects on agriculture and livestock and on the 
quality of subterranean water, ground and air? These are some of the questions the 
project team will try to answer.  
 
However, the information collected will not limited be to the contents of the landfill. The 
project could not go ahead without the indispensable support of the communities. The 
project plans to analyze, among other things, the perception of waste in Malika 
households by Mbeubeuss recyclers on the impact of the landfill site and determine 
solutions.  
 
The participation of environmental groups, local authorities, recyclers and other partners 
will enable the team to develop lasting local policies to limit the effects of the waste on 
the nearby population, prevent resource contamination, manage solid waste and 
rehabilitate the Mbeubeuss site. It will also stimulate the development and 
implementation of viable pilot projects in agriculture, poultry and pork farming and the 
valorization of waste.  
 



During the launch, Nicolas Lepage, representative for the Canadian Ambassador, and 
François Gasengayire, Senior Program Administrator for the International Development 
Research Centre (IDRC), called for permanent cooperation between the various 
stakeholders, while hoping that the policies and strategies developed from this research 
can benefit other communities in Senegal and other African countries.  
 
Mourad Dièye Guèye, secrétaire général of the City of Dakar, reiterated the municipal 
commitment to supporting this wonderful initiative to improve the living conditions of 
the Malika population.  
 
The representative of the Minister for the Environment and the Protection of Nature, 
Fatima Dia Touré, asked the various stakeholders to work together to rehabilitate the 
catastrophic situation at the Mbeubeuss site. She encouraged the IAGU to complete the 
project so that the results would be lasting, since the research takes the social, economic 
and environmental conditions of Malika into account. 
  
Lastly, Mor Talla Gadiaga, Mayor of Malika, described the difficult experiences and 
living conditions of the people in the neighbourhood and surrounding areas. Citing the 
importance of the project, he promised to do whatever he could to be a model to the 
world.  
 
The project is financed by IDRC, a Canadian Crown corporation, as part of the Urban 
Poverty and Environment (UPE) program. This is one of two African projects selected – 
the only one in Francophone Africa – among the hundreds of research proposals 
reviewed by the IDRC. 
 
 


