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TOKYO CLOSING CEREMONY 



CLOSING Ct~EMONY 

Off HE 8th MEEflNG Of THE 

WORLD COMMlSSION ON ENVIRONMENl AND DEVELOPMENl 

Dr' Old ta ... _ .......... _-_ ...... _-

ft:.~bruar'y 2'7, 198'1 

oJ 0 kyo, a a pan 

We would now like to open the Closing Ceremony for the World 

Commission on EnviY'onment and Developrnent. 1 myself is Saburo 

Okita, menrl:H:~r' of the Committee from Japan. The last Commission 

meeting which started this Monday has completed all of its 

deliberations yesterday. Madame Chairman Brundtland has had to 

change her schedule to return to her country yesterday 

immediately because of circumstances in her country which 

compelled her to do so. So today the chair wi11 be served in 

hE!r' pJ.acE:~ by Vice Chi.\d.Y'f/lan Khalid. 

Let me E:1Xpr'ess my dE:~ep appr't:.~ciation to PY'ime f"linister N(ll<asom~ 

and all of who have gathered here today to participate in the 

Closing Ceremony ot the World Commission on Environment and 

Development of the United Nations. Looking back, we recall 

that this Commission was established with the understanding 

support of our Prime Minister and the proposal of Japan. We 

are deeply moved by the presence ot our Prime Minister at the 

opening of the Closing Ceremony for the tinal meeting of the 

Commission. 

Now 1 would like to ask Prime Minister Nakasone to give us an 

address on behalt ot the host country. 
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VicE:1 Chair'IlIiHI Khalid, d:isU.nguishE:1d COlllmissiorJE;1rs, YOUI" 

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, 

It gives me very great pleasure to have the opportunity to 

address you today at the Closing Ceremony of the World 

Commission on Environment and Development. In response to 

Japan's proposal to the United Nations Environmet Programme 

this Commission was established for the purpose of studying 

what the global environment in the 21st century should be. And 

what strategy we should take to have such an environment. 

I am filled with deep emotion to see this Tokyo meeting 

producing such excellent results :in the form of its lokyo 

Declaration, which is about to be made public to the world. 

Let me express the very great respect I have for all the work 

done by the Corr~issioners in the last two years under the able 

leadership of Mrs Gro Harlem Hrundtland, Chairman of the 

Cormrri s s ion. 

I also wish to extend my sincere gratitude to the donor 

governlnents, to various institutions, and the secretariat for 

their unfailing support of the Commission. On behalf of the 

Government and the people of Japan, I would also wish to extend 

my Illost hE:1ar'tfE:d.t WE:d.cOm(~1 to HIOSE:1 who camE! all the way to 

Japan for this meeting. 

Your' ExcEdlencies, ladies and gentlE:Hllen, 'the ear'th was blue', 

l!Jas the fir'st astronaut in human histor'y is Y'epoy'tE!d to have 

said upon his r'E:1turn fr'olTI that or'bit. WhilE:1 thE:H'e ar'E:1 nUlller'ous 

planEd:s in the heavens, ther'e is nothing comparable to the 

ear'th in its beauty. ., hE:1 E:1ar'th has pr'E:1pc"H'ed over' thE! million 

of years abundant water, air, soil, and flora which are 

essential for the survival of mankind and all other forms of 

life. 
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However, recently mankind has made the most barbaric attack 

since the earth was created on this invaluable natural 

environment. In many regions of the world starvation and 

pov€:~rty daily claim the precious 1ives of thousands of hUlllan 

beings, mostly children who are the future·s best hope. 

In my address to the commerative session of the UN General 

Assembly to celebrate the 40th Anniversary of the UN two years 

ago, 1 pointed out this folly which could only be called 

suicidal, and appealed to all. It we are to preserve our 

irreplaceable earth and insure the survival of mankind I 

believe we must create a new global ethic. 

1 believe the call of such an ethic lays in, above all, a 

humble attitude toward the dispensation of nature or a respect 

for the rhythms and balances in nature. As long as we take 

such an attitude natuY'e, d€:1Hlons Ly'ating i ls vesture powel" which 

has been fostered over eons of time, will certaily regain 

itself and give to us its inexhaustible blessing. 

Given the magnitude of the destruction of the natural 

environment by the human race, there are so many things to do 

to restore and conserve the environment. Today, while we need 

stable energy demand and supply tor economic development, the 

earth is suffering from grave environmental problems such as 

acid rain and global climatic changes caused by mass 

consumption of energy and resources, as well as the destruction 

ot tropical rain forests and desertification as a result of 

r'apid populaU.on growth. ., hes€:~ pr'oblems wid€:~spr'€:~ad thr'oughout 

the entire world are not at all easy to cope with. 

·We shar'e Hl€:~ r'€:~spons:ibility for' our COITlIllon futur€:~,· scdd 

Chairman Brundtland in her address on the environmental issues 

at the organizational session of the Commission three years 

ago. I fully agree with her in this respect. It is from this 

spirit that th€:~ 'lokyo Economic J)€:~clar'ation :i.ssu€:~d at th€:~ '!okyo 

Summit last year' ernph(:'.\s:i.zE!d the impor'tance ot co .. -operaU.on in 

the effective prevention and control of po11ution, and natural 
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resources management, and the need to strengthened co-operation 

with developing countries in the area of environment. 

In concluding my rermH'ks, let m~~ J"eiteJ"ate my r'espE.~ct for the 

activities of the Commission and state that Japan intends its 

role more positively than ever making tully use of technology 

and experience with a view to conserving the global environment 

which is the cOlmnon heritage ot international society and our 

prosperity. 'Ihank you very much. 

pr:_ .. 0 kj..!: a 
'Ihank you very much. I would like on behalf of the Commission, 

Mr'. Khalid to make a PI"~:!sE!ntation to the Pr'imE! MinisteJ" 

NakasonE:~ . 

Mr Prime Minister, it is indeed a great morale uplift for us 

that you are with us today. We understand very well that the 

calling of office would not make it possible tor you to be with 

us for the continuation of our ceremonies, and tor this reason, 

before you leave us, to present you, 01'1 behalf of the Chairman 

and members of the Commission, with this slnall globe which has 

living species that will continue to live if we maintain and 

preserve their ecosytem properly. 'fhis is our small world. 

lhank you Mr Prime Minister. 

1 have the pleasure to introduce the members of the 

Commission. fhose seated in the tront seats, to the lett ot 

you: Dr Mansour Khalid, the Vice Chairman of this special 

Commission, Dr Khalid was the tormer foreign Minister of Sudan; 

l1E:~xt to hilll :is Mr InaHlur'a, thE:~ Dj.r'E:~ctor' Gener'al, the M:i.rdster' 

of Environment; Mr Jim MacNeill, Secretary General. 
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On the back row, to your left: Saleh AI-Athel, Executive 

Director and Chairnlan of the Hoard of the Saudi Arabian 

National Centre for Science and fechnology; next to him Bernard 

Chidzero, Minister of ~inance, Economic Planning and 

Development of Zimbabwe; Mr Volker Hauff, melnber of the 

Parliament of the Federal Republic of Gernlany, the former 

Minister for Science and fechnology; Mr Istvan Lang, Secretary 

General of the Hungarian AcadenlY of Sciences, Budapest; Dr Ma 

Shijun, Director, Research Centre of Ecology of Academia 

Sinica, China; Mrs Margarita Marino de Botero, former Director 

General of National Institute of Renewable Natural Resources 

and Environnlent of Colombia; Mr Nagendra Singh, President of 

the International Court of Justice from India; next to him is 

Mr Paulo Nogueira Neto from Hrazil, First Secretary of 

Environment, Science and fechnology, National Council of 

Environment; Mr Shridath Ramphal, Secretary General of the 

Commonwealth; Mr William Ruckelshaus from the US, former 

Director of the US Environmental Protection Agency; Mr Mohamed 

Sahnoun froln Algeria, Ambassador to the UN; Mr Emil Salim from 

Indonesia, Minister of state for Population and Environment; Mr 

Bukar Shaib, former Minister of Agricultre, Water Resources and 

Rural Development from Nigeria; Mr Vladimir Sokolov, Director, 

Institute of Evolutionary Animal Morphology and Ecology of USSR 

Academy of Sciences; Mr Janez Stanovnik from Yugoslavia, a 

member of the European Economic COlnmission; lastly but not the 

least, Mr Maurice Strong, the fornler Secretary General of UNEP, 

the person who organized the Stockholm conference. 

Next on the agenda is a statement at the Closing Ceremony of 

the World Commission on Environment and Developlnent on behalf 

of Chairman Brundtland, Mr Khalid, the Vice Chairman, will read 

that statement. And also introduce the "fokyo Declaration. 
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Dy' Khc:'.llid ... __ .. _-_ ....... _--

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen 

(see enclosed copy of Speech and thefokyo Declaration) 

lhank you very much Vice Chairman Khalid. The Tokyo 

Declaration has been read for the world and this is a 

combination of the activities of the World Commission on 

Environment and Development. 

1he final report of the Commission is due to be published very 

soon. We would like to help and express our desire that this 

Tokyo meeting w'ill ser've as a stepping stOnE:~ 'in conser'vj.ng thE:~ 

world environment and initiating action throughout the world. 

Thank you very much. With Hds we would likE:~ to cIose thE:~ 

Clos i ng CE!Y'emony. 

ENU Of CLOSING CE~EMONY 

8TH MEErlNG OF THE 

WORLD COMMlSSION ON ENVIRONMEN1' AND UEVELOPMENl 

2'7 FEBRUAI~Y 198'1 

TOKYO, JAPAN 

OO'7SP/ep/nov. 8'1 
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WOIU.O COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 

Address by 
Dr Man.our Khalid 

Vice Chairaan 
at tbe Closing Cere.ony of the 
Eighth and rinal Meeting of the 

World Commission on Environaent and Development 
27 February 1987 

Tokyo. Japan 

Minister •• Excellencies. Distinguished Guests 

The World Commission on Environment and Development is 
bonoured and pleased that you have joined us here today at 
tbe close of tbe Eighth and Final Meeting of the 
Co_iss ion. 

We are .ost grateful to tbe Government of Japan for 
being our bost at tbis important aeeting. We believe it 
is appropriate that Tokyo be tbe venue of our final 
aeeting •. In bolding our aeeting beret ve pay tribute to 
Japan for its steadfast support of our work. It vas on 
tbe·initiative of Japan in 1982 at tbe Special Session of 
ONEP's Governing Council tbat our independent Coaaission 
vas called for by tbe General Asseably in tbe fall of 1983. 

Since tben. your country bas not only given us very 
generous financial backing. It bas also contributed 
greatly to our political and intellectual deliberations by 
providing us witb such a distinguished aember. tbe world 
renowned economist. statesman and devoted 
environmentalist. Dr. Saburo Okita. 

It gives ae the greatest pleasure also to be able to 
confirm that our aeeting in Tokyo has been a success and 
tbat we bave finalized our report which we shall shortly 
be presenting to the United Nations organs and issuing to 
tbe public in April. We have been able to agree because 
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we were unanimous in our conviction tbat tbe prosperity 
an~ very survival of tbe planet ~epen~e~ on it. 

In~ee~. our Commission grew out of an awareness tbat 
over the course of tbis century. the relationship between 
tbe human worl~ an~ the planet that sustains it bas 
un~ergone a profound change. 

When the century began. neither human numbers nor 
technology had the power ra~ically to alter planetary 
systems. As the century closes. not only do vastly 
iDcrease~ human numbers and their activities have that 
power. but major. unintende~ cbanges are occurring in the 
atmospbere. in soils. in waters. among plants an~ animals. 
and in the relationships among all of these. The rate of 
change is outstripping the ability of scientific 
disciplines to assess and advise. It is frustrating the 
attempts of political an~ economic institutions. which 
evolved in a different, more fragmented world. to a~apt 
and cope. And it deeply worries many ordinary people who 
are seeking ways to place those concerns on political 
agendas. . 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

The Commission first wants to make absolutely clear 
that we did not begin our task with the aim of adding our 
voices to those who predict a gloomy future. In fact. 
there are certain very positive trends which have appear~d 
over the last decades: Infant mortality is falling. human 
life expectancy is increasing. the proportion of the 
world's adults who can read and write is climbing and the 
proportion of children starting scbool is rising. 
Globally. food production is increasing faster than the 
population is growing. 

Even so. since the Commission began its work. some 850 
days ago. concern. even fear. has been growing among 
people in all walks of life about tbe state of our world 
and tbe quality of life of millions wbo inhabit it. and 
tbere is an increasing awareness that we face great 
problems. 

Let me remind you of a few of the most dramatic 
occurrences in this context since we began our work. 
occurrences which have contributed to tbis spreading sense 
of alarm: 

The crisis in Africa peaked putting 3S million 
people at riSk. killing perhaps a million. 

An estimated 60 million ~f tbe World's people 
died of diarrhoeal diseases from contaminated drinking 
water and malnutrition: most of the victims were children . 

• 
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The Chernobyl nuclear reactor explosion sent 
nuclear fallout far across Europe, damaging food and water 
and increasing the threat of cancers in the future. 

A leak at the pesticide factory in Bhopal. India 
killed 2000 people and blinded or injured 200.000 thousand 
aore. 

Agricultural chemicals. solvents and .ercury 
flowed into the River Rhine during a warehouse fire in 
Basle. Switzerland. resulting in" large scale destruction 
of fish and the poisoning of drinking water in t~e Federal 
RepUblic of Germany and the Netherlands. " 

During our three years of deliberations. we bave also 
witnessed a pervasive spread of poverty, especially in 
developing countries as well as the life-threatening 
challenges of desertification and deforestation 
confronting them. We bave watched witb alarm as countries 
in Africa and Latin America have been compelled to use 
earnings from resources to service tbeir debt and thereby 
impair tbeir continued development. And we bavewitnessed 
tbe enormous pressures imposed on many countries by rapid 
population growtb. 

Coupled.witb tbese developments. we have recognized an 
increasing number of threats to the planet itself: the 
depletion of the ozone layer, the accumulation of carbon 
dioxide in the atmosphere and its accompanying -greenhouse 
effects-, the death of forest from acidification and the 
loss of tropical forest and the species and ecosystems 
tbey harbour. 

And we bave been constantly faced with the irreparable 
damage that could be caused by nuclear war. 

OUr Commission's mandate, rigbtly called for us to 
develop -concrete and realistic- action proposals to deal 
with these alarming trends. We were asked to propose the 
changes needed. We were asked to see if the institutions 
we bave created together were SUfficient, and effective 
enough. to provide us with the tools that we need to 
manage the challenges imposed upon us by the pace and 
scale of these changes. 

As a group. we bave shared the conviction that it is 
possible to build a future that is more prosperous. more 
just and more secure for all. We share the conviction 
that it is possible to sustain and to expand the 
ecological basis for development. We have. from the 
outset. been acutely aware that we were not called upon to 
deal with the environment alone. but with development and 
the environment. The two are intimately interwoven in the 
real world. 
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This il true allover the world. "Development" can 
not be the narrow notion of ·what poor nations should bave 
so as to become richer". Just as tbe environment il where 
we all live. "development" il what we all do within that 
abode. Development takes place everywhere. in the Sabel. 
in tbe Arctic. in the industrial cities of the World. in 
the great farmlands. in the forests. wherever man is 
active. 

And yet. the international mood surrounding our work 
bas posed a dilemma. We obviously could not confine 
ourselves witbin the restraints of the political mood of 
the 1980s whicb is reflected in a retreat from 
multilateralism and international cooperation. That mood 
is not tbe answer to global issues. But what might seem 
difficult or even impossible today must be made possible 
for the future. 

The Commission is convinced tbat the present 
disturbing trends and developments cannot continue. We 
believe that humanity bas reached a crossroads in its 
relationsbip with nature. We are also cognizant tbat tbe 
choices we make today will determine the future of our 
planet and the prosperity and well-being of the people who 
will inhabit it. 

But we also recognize tbat we do not bave all tbe 
answers. tbat the problems are too complex. that tbey are 
too inter-related and the required solutions to them too 
diverse to permit UI to issue a detailed blueprint for 
action to deal with them. What is important is that tbe 
twenty two members of this Commission. people from 
different regions and of different beliefs and 
experiences. bave engaged in a coamon evaluation and 
analysis of the problems. OUr endeavour bas resulted in a 
common understanding of tbe alarming and unacceptable 
trends which face the globe and an urgent call for serious 
and drastic action to be taken • 

.. 
But we are also convinced that our ability to deal 

with problems has never been greater. Advances in 
information systems. in healtb services. in forestry. in 
agriculture. in the efficient use of energy. and in 
monitoring global change provide us witb reason to bope. 

And we believe tbere are actions tbat can and must be 
taken now. Tbat there are options for a sustainable 
future. Tbese we will include in our report. 

What we must do now is to direct our common endeavours 
towards our common future. We have witnessed. during our 
public bearings. that the will of tbe people to make the 
changes is there. in abundance. Now is the time for us to 
provide leadership. 
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We must learn not only to think. but to act upon. the 
knowledge that we are all responsible for this. our only 
earth. We can no more tolerate waste. misery and 
suffering on our shared globe than we can toler.te it in 
our own homes. We all have responsibility for one 
another. for our neighbors - that is what we are all -
neighbours. 

The concept of .ustainable development is the 
overriding and global political concept that thi. 
commission 'will present and call for. What we have 
undertaken'is to elaborate upon this concept. to analyse 
what it shGuld mean and to draw conclusions as to how our 
behaviour must change so that development can be 
sustainable. The need for change is compelling. The will 
for change must be created. 

Clearly the interventions needed to achieve 
sustainable development must be conceived and executed by 
processes that integrate environmental. social and 
economic considerations. The day when environmental 
management and economic development seemed to be in 
conflict has to be put far behind us. 

The next few decades are crucial. The time has come 
to break away from the past. Attempts to aaintain social 
and ecological stability through old approaches to 
development and environmental protection will increase 
instability. Security must be sought through change. The 
Commission-has noted a number of actions that must be 
taken to reduce risks to survival and to put future 
development on paths that are sustainable. Tbe Coaaission 
is aware that such a reorientation on a continuing basis 
is simply beyond the reach of present deciaion structures 
and institutional arrangements. both national and 
international. 

Those structures ,must be remodelled so that 
development policies are policies for sustainable human 
progress far into the next century. Institutions whose 
policies and actions damage the resource base must be made 
responsible for that damage. 

This Commission has been careful to base its 
recommendations on the realities of present institutions. 
on what can and must be accomplished today.' We are not 
calling for action in the future by future generations. 
They will have their own tasks and needs. including 
perhaps the establishment of a world order whereby 
planetary considerations always take precedent over 
national considerations. and whereby an international. 
enforceable set of laws plays its part in creating a more 
equitable world. Those are among their options. But to 
keep options open for future generations. present 
generations must begin now. and begin together. their 
efforts to achieve sustainable development. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen 

OUr report will not be a dismal prediction of ever 
increasing poverty. hunger and hardship. The concept of 
sustainable development implies human progress and 
improvement. Sustainable development is a goal not just 
for the developing nations. but for industrialized nations 
too. But the overriding priority should be given to the 
world's poor and to the needs of future generations. 

Let me just touch upon a few of the problem areas we 
address in our report. ' 

Human beings are a resourc"e. But in many parts of the 
world population is growing at rates which cannot be 
sustained by available environmental resources. and 
therefore has to be addressed as an important part of 
broad social and economic policies. Access to education 
must be improved. in particular for girls. whose enrolment 
rates still lag behind those of boys. This gap must be 
closed as a matter of priority. 

Agricultural policies in the developing nations tend 
to support export-oriented cash-crop farming and to 
neglect the small farmers - the food growers. 
Industrialized nations must alter present incentive 
systems to reduce surpluses and do away with unfair 
competition with nations whic~ may have real comparative 
advantages •. We should promote farming practices which 
make the best use of resources. To help in this. aid 
agencies should become ever more sensitive to agricultural 
needs in Third World countries. 

Sustainable development recognizes that developing 
nations will require aore. not less. total energy. Their 
industrialization and rapidly growing popula~ions depend 
on this. But even the present global energy consumption 
creates serious environmental risks. Energy efficiency 
policies must therefore become the cutting edge of 
national energy strategies. 

Energy efficiency is not the final solution. but will 
be an absolute must in the years to come. if the world is 
to develop a low enerqy future where renewable sources 
playa dominating role. This will require large scale 
research. and much strengthened international cooperation. 

sustainable development means nothing less than a new 
industrial era. where the energy and raw materials content 
of the end products must be way below present day levels. 
In the future. we expect that the best economists will 
also be the best ecologists. "One measure of industrial 
development and competitiveness should be the level of 
waste output reduction. Toxic and poisonous products must 
receive the greatest attention. Under no circumstances 
should they be exported without the informed prior consent 
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of the receiving countries. OUr international 
institutions at present are clearly not sUfficient to 
aanage the international tra4e in 4angerous substances. 

Finally, 1a4ies an4 gentlemen. let ae say that to 
achieve sustainable 4evelopment will require the 
involvement of people in 4ecision aaking at all levels. 
In4ee4, the Commission's work has been first an4 foremost 
concerne4 with people, of all countries an4 all walks of 
life, and it is to people that we shall now be ad4ressing 
ourselves. 

The ra4ical change in human attitu4es foreseen by 
acceptance of the concept of sustainable 4evelopment 
4epends upon a vast campaign of public e4ucation and 
re-education, a wor14wi4e debate aroun4 these 
life-and-4eath issues. Changing the attitudes of people. 
eve"rywhere is a fundamental prerequisite if the priori ties 
of human society and therefore of human government are to 
be rewritten. 

This campaign of public information is therefore 
viewed by the Commission as the next great priority. This 
campaign requires the collaboration and cooperation of the 
mass media, of parents and teachers an4 of all informed 
people. 

We believe that the Report of the Commission will 
contribute to the generation of a global awareness of the 
urgency of the" challenges which face us and a renewed 
commitment to action. As a first step towards this goal, 
the Commission this day submits to the peoples and 
governments of the world the following declaration to be 
known as the Tokyo Declaration. 

0020t/W0006eI27.2.87-8/final/tokyo 
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