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The mentors, some of the most experienced science journalists in the Middle East and Africa , met this summer in Munich to train for their 
roles, to which they are committed for the next two years. During the five-day workshop, they laid the groundwork for what will be the first 

project of its kind. 
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An innovative new mentoring program aims to strengthen science reporting in 
developing countries  

Understanding how diseases are transmitted can help prevent infection. Agricultural technologies 
can improve crop resilience, increasing yields and incomes for farmers. The benefits of scientific 
research are many, but if people don’t hear about it, they can’t make use of it.  
  
This communication gap is most conspicuous in developing countries, particularly in Africa. 
Research into biotechnology, HIV/AIDS, and climate change, for example, flourishes there, but 
journalists lack the specialized training they need to report it.  

Peer support for developing-country science journalists 

In an innovative attempt to strengthen science journalism in Africa and the Middle East, a new 
international mentoring program was launched in September. The Peer-to-Peer (P2P) Mentoring 
Project, jointly funded by Canada’s International Development Research Centre — through its 
Innovation Policy and Science program — and the United Kingdom’s Department for International 
Development, will draw on the expertise of 22 veteran science journalists from Africa, Europe, and 
North America to build the skills and confidence of 60 journalists in developing countries. 
  
The project, announced by the World Federation of Science Journalists (WFSJ) earlier this year, 
will also twin emerging associations of science journalists with well-established ones. By 
providing a framework for sharing information and ideas, for dialogue and debate, the international 
peer network will improve the analytical and technical capacity of science journalists and, 
ultimately, the quality of science coverage. 
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