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The Economy and Environment Program for
Southeast Asia (EEPSEA) was established
in May 1993 to support training and
research in environmental and resource

economics across its 10 member
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the Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and
Vietnam. Its goal is to strengthen local
capacity for the economic analysis of
environmental problems so that
researchers can provide sound advice to
policymakers.
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Soil loss is one of the most pressing and

intractable environmental problems facing the
developing countries of Southeast Asia.

EEPSEA Policy Briefs summarize the key

results and lessons generated by EEPSEAsupported research projects, as presented
in detail in EEPSEA Research Reports.

Now, however, new research from Vietnam has

produced persuasive evidence that soil
conservation makes economic sense for small-scale

hill farmers

and that, with the right support and

training, these farmers can do much to preserve
the region's soil resources and improve their own

livelihoods.
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EEPSEA Policy Briefs and Research Reports
are available online at

http://www.eepsea.org.

A summary of EEPSEA Research Report 2001-RR13, On-site Costs and
Benefits of Soil Conservation in the Mountainous Regions of Northern
Vietnam, by Tran Dinh Thao (Hanoi Agricultural University, Vietnam; contact:

tdthao@netnam.org.vn)
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implementation of soil conservation
per se. In light of this, Thao

decided to isolate the main factors
Map

of Northern Vietnam

affecting crop productivity, looking
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