
Future of Seafarers in Jeopardy 
Today’s world shipping industry is a 

sophisticated and complex operation 
requiring highly trained seafarers to 
operate state-of-the-art equipment. 

Brooks warns that the future of new 
generations of seamen could be in 
jeopardy if their skills are not 
upgraded to meet the changing 
demands of the shipping industry. 

A major complaint from shipping 
companies hiring seafarers in 
Southeast Asia is that “recruits 
represent the bottom of the barrel 
among school drop-outs,” says Dr Chia 

As ships become increasingly 
automated, “it may be difficult for 
seamen in Southeast Asia to compete 
with seamen trained in the West, 
where government subsidization can 
reach extremely high levels,” the study 
EV.SlS. 

One solution, Brooks says, is for 
countries such as the Philippines and 
Singapore to “look at the high end of 
the market: training them fewer but 
training them well.” 

All ASBAN countries, except perhaps 
Singapore, need specialized training in 
computer guidance and satellite 
communications. 

One of the frightening aspects of this 
study, to Brooks, is that it only 
“touches the tip of the iceberg” 
regarding the rights of ASEAN 
seafarers. She hopes, however, that 
some of the study’s recommendations 
will act as a guide for future 
government policy. 

“The future doesn’t look good,” 
Brooks warns. “The legislation 
affecting seafarers in Southeast Asia is 
in very bad shape.” 

By Huguelte Young. 

MAPPING THEIR FUTURE 

When it comes to atlases, few developing countries have the 
ethnology - or money - to make their own. But Ethiopia’s new atlas has 
)ecorne a source of national pride. It is the fast domestically produced 
nformation guide about Ethiopia and its people. Before the release of the 
gational Atlas of Ethiopia, a European text was the only way one could find 
Iut more about the African country. 
With funding from IDRC and the Ethiopian government, the Ethiopian 

fiapping Authority @MA) published the 160.page colour atlas in 1989 
,ointing ine way for other developing countries. 
The atlas is more than simply a geographical map. It deals with land use, 

population distribution, education, food crop production, history, and 
:ommerce - all educational tools vital to a country’s sovereignty and 
xosperity. “This atlas is a contribution towards the ongoing efforts to establish 
L fully fledged socioeconomic and natural resource database for the counuy”, 
writes Asfaw Fanta, EMA’s general manager in the foreword to the atlas. 
This reliable, first-hand information is also essential for development 

llanning, allowing researchers to monitor the environment and prevent its 
ieterioration. 
The atlas embodies various aspects of Ethiopian life, from geography to 

rulture and history. The cover design reflects this diverse approach - a 
iepiction of two images of the Ethiopian countryside, a rural village, and a 
lilly farming area. The back cover shows another side of Ethiopian life-an 
llustration from an ancient Coptic Orthodox church. 
The 38 X 38 cm atlas, written in English, is being distributed to national and 

breign organizations, libraries, corporations, and individuals at a cost of 
JS$126. 
The EMA produced a preliminary black-and-white version of the atlas in 

1981, but high demand (all 600 copies were sold out within months) pushed 
he agency to create a multicolour edition. 
Production of the atlas is the most visible result of 35 years work by EMA 

;taff. As a government agency, the EMA employs more than 300 people, most 
If whom are involved in professional and technical mapping activities. With 
work on the atlas completed, it will continue ground surveying, aerial 
3hotography, cartography, and providing information to agriculture, water 
resources, forestry, and other development sectors. 
IDRC became involved with production of the atlas in 1983. Geoffrey 

Mathews, a cartographer from the University of Toronto, went to Ethiopia as 
m IDRC representative. He helped with maps and research looking at 
nformation from international records, government departments, EMA 
;urveying studies, and universities. 
The Ethiopian government hopes the valuable information in the atlas will 

wlp the country toward its goal of self-sufficient food production. The 
iifficulties in gathering material, however, also reveal the need for improved 
%a-collection and publication methods in Ethiopia. 

By Jennifer white. 
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