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Welcome to IDRC and welcome to the Forum on the War-torn Societies Project. Mesdames et
Messieurs, je vous souhaite la bienvenue au CRDI et un bon forum.

Introduction

It is the purpose of this meeting to share with you four years of work which has proven to be
quite a unique effort of research and peacebuilding. Au cours des quatre dernières années, le
CRDI et l'ACDI ont pris une part active au projet Sociétés déchirées par la guerre. C'est donc
avec grand plaisir que l'équipe du projet partagera avec nous son travail remarquable dans le
domaine de la recherche et des efforts déployés en faveur de la paix.

First, let me give you a bit of background on the WSP. The project was conceived first as a
response to the frustrations and failures of peacebuilding in the early years after the Cold War. 
From the Horn of Africa to Central America, the question was complex and urgent: How to
understand and manage the politics and organization of post-conflict reconstruction? That was
the research problem that inspired the WSP's creation in 1994.  In fact, the first time time I saw
the proposal which led to this project was when I was a member of the Board of UNRISD - The
UN Research Institute for Social Development.

Once on the ground, however, peacebuilding through research became the WSP's prime objective
- first in Eritrea, then in Mozambique, Guatemala and Somalia. In a dynamic interaction of
research, policy and action, the WSP has tried to help domestic and international actors in
war-torn societies to understand and overcome the impediments to peace. 

Les Canadiens, d'abord avec le soutien du CRDI et par la suite grâçe au Fonds de consolidation
de la paix de l'ACDI, ont été depuis le début partie prenante du projet.

What the WSP experience demonstrates is that peacebuilding is a long-term process that requires
the willingness and capacity of local people themselves to participate in social and political
reconstruction. 
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Introducing Minister Axworthy 

In his own reflections on Canada's peacebuilding endeavours, our first speaker, the Honourable
Lloyd Axworthy, Minister of Foreign Affairs, has written that "achieving and monitoring a
ceasefire is only the beginning. Rebuilding state institutions, re-establishing civilian authority
and the rule of law, organizing free and fair elections, and lifting landmines from the ground are
only a few of the tasks involved in supporting and building peace."  Mr. Axworthy wrote these
words in the forward to Canada and Missions for Peace, a new IDRC book.

Without further ado, I present our first speaker - widely known as a public official with a passion
for peacebuilding.  He has devoted himself to putting in place concrete actions to build peace, the
removal of land mines, encouraging international collaboration in upholding the rights of
children in war-torn countries and promoting the establishment of an International Criminal
Court. He has shown a remarkable facility for getting things done. I present our Minister of
Foreign Affairs, the Honourable Lloyd Axworthy.

Thanking Minister Axworthy

Thank you Minister Axworthy for taking time from your busy schedule to join us this morning
and for sharing your thoughts and more importantly for being such an assiduous promoter of
peacebuilding and reconstruction.

Introducing Hunter McGill

Let me now introduce Hunter McGill, of CIDA. As most in this room well know, the Canadian
International Development Agency has worked at the very forefront of Canada's efforts in
peacebuilding and the promotion of human security. And I am proud to say that CIDA has been a
full partner with IDRC in fostering WSP and its country projects. Indeed, it is with CIDA's very
important support that we are holding these events this week and I thank all those at CIDA who
are contributing to these activities. 

Mr. McGill is Director General for humanitarian assistance in CIDA's Multilateral Programmes
Branch, home to CIDA's Peacebuilding Unit. He previously served in the Canadian delegation to
the OECD in Paris.
 
Thanking Mr. McGill

Thank you Mr. McGill

Followed by presentations from WSP:

Because the United Nations Research Institute for Social Development had the vision to move
such a project forward, today we have the privilege of hearing first hand from the WSP team the
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knowledge they have gained  through this research.

Matthias Stiefel has been the Director of the War-torn Societies Project from its inception. More
than that, we can truly credit him with the imagination and tenacity to conceive of this
unprecedented project, then to transform his extraordinary idea into successful reality. It was
with Mr. Stiefel's leadership that WSP evolved so remarkably from action-oriented research to
research-based action. He has led a career of great accomplishment, and enduring service to the
international community. Over the years he has worked with UNDP, the Swiss Government, the
World Conservation Union, UNRISD, IFAD, UNICEF, ILO and UNCED. 

Mohamed Sahnoun - Ambassador Sahnoun is well known to Canadians as he participated
actively in many fora during his tenure at IDRC as a Senior Pearson Fellow during 1993-94. 
Following studies at the Sorbonne and NewYork University, Ambassador Sahnoun has had a
distinguished career in diplomacy for Algeria and as an Advisor to the President of Algeria. He is
advisor to the UN in a number of capacities, most recently as the UN Special envoy of the
Secretary General in Africa. Ambassador Sahnoun is a member of the WSP's Senior Advisory
Group. 

Thanking the Speakers

I cannot let this opportunity pass without expressing my appreciation and the appreciation of the
audience for the very informative presentations. We have all learned a great deal this morning.
Thank you to Mr. Matthias Stiefel and Ambassador Sahnoun and their team for coming to
Canada and sharing the research and findings of this very important project.

Closing

In introducing our Minister of Foreign Affairs, I quoted from Mr. Axworthy’s forward to the new
IDRC book Canada and Missions for Peace, edited by Greg Wirick and Bob Miller.  That book
is dedicated to Greg Wirick.  The ideas we have heard today animated Greg, too, throughout his
far too short life.  

The WSP project, the methodology of this project, has lots to teach researchers and policymakers
- whether they are officials or politicians.  And of course, development assistance agencies
whether national or international.   This project moved a participatory research methodology to a
“national” or macro level.  The question we all have on our minds is “How to make such a
process an enduring element of peacebuilding?” 

Almost exactly 28 years ago, Lester B. Pearson was named Chair of the IDRC Board -- it is 
appropriate that we have spent this morning listening to such a fascinating account of how
research can contribute to building peace.  Thank you.


