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The Economy and Environment Program for
Southeast Asia (EEPSEA) was established
in May 1993 to support training and
research in environmental and resource

economics across its 10 member
countries: Cambodia, China, Indonesia,
Laos, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea,
the Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and
Viet Nam. Its goal is to strengthen local
capacity for the economic analysis of
environmental problems so that
researchers can provide sound
advice to policymakers.
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One of the challenges facing forest conservation
in Southeast Asia is to develop management
systems that deliver environmental sustainability

EEPSEA Policy Briefs summarize the key
results and lessons generated by EEPSEA-

supported research projects, as presented
in detail in EEPSEA Research Reports.
EEPSEA Policy Briefs are published by the
Economy and Environment Program for
Southeast Asia, in cooperation with
Canada's International Development
Research Centre (IDRC). They are available
online at http://www.eepsea.org/.

and secure long-term livelihoods for local
people. Choosing and developing such systems
is a complex task since

there are many diverse

and often conflicting interests to take into
account. A recent study in the northern uplands

of Vietnam has shown that a participatory
approach can yield results that inform policymaking and empower and involve local
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communities.
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A summary of EEPSEA Research Report 2001-RR4, Forest Management

Systems in the Uplands of Vietnam: Social, Economic and Environmental
Perspectives by Nguyen Nghia Bien (c/o National Centre for Development
Studies, Australian National University, Canberra ACT 0200, Australia.
(contact: nguyen.bien@anu.edu.au)

Household management works but benefits are unequal
A research team led by
Nguyen Nghia Bien from the
Forestry University

of Vietnam
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A Participatory Rural Appraisal
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